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PREPATOKY NOTE 

1. The editors of these Memorial Volumes wish to express 
their thanks to their fellow-students who have made contributions 
to these volumes for their courteous co-operation in every possible 
manner. 

2. The editors also wish to state that no attempt was made to 
secure absolute uniformity in the matter of typography. In 
general, the rules of the American Journal of Semitic Languages 
and Literatures were followed. Many concessions, however, were 
made to the wishes of the contributors. 

3. The editors regret that Professors Charles F. Kent of Yale 
University and James P. McCurdy of the University of Toronto 
were unable to send their contributions on account of illness. 
They also regret that the contribution of Professor James Henry 
Breasted of The University of Chicago, on "A New Temple and 
Town of Ikhnaton in Nubia," could not be included in these vol- 
umes on account of a delay in proofs due to illness. Professor 
Breasted's contribution will be published in the January or April 
number of the American Journal of Semitic Languages and 
Literatures. 

4. The editors are gratified to present these volumes on the 
second anniversary of the death of William Rainey Haepek. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Francis Brown 

This collection of papers is an unusual tribute to a strong and 
unique personality. It is offered by a fellowship of scholars most 
of whom were the personal friends of President Harper, and many of 
whom had come under the almost magical influence of his teach- 
ing. All are impelled by the desire to honor a fellow-student who 
has deserved well of learning. All are saddened by the thought 
that his last contribution has been made to the Old Testament and 
Semitic studies which he loved so ardently. His public connection 
with them covered more than twenty-five years, and the circum- 
stances of it appealed to the imagination. He was the representa- 
tive, and indeed the embodiment, of these studies for a large circle 
of men and women who were introduced to them, directly and 
indirectly, through him. Some thus came to an intimate knowledge 
of them. More reached superficial, though often enthusiastic, 
acquaintance. Still others merely watched the phenomenon, with 
keen interest, from without. For all of these he held the middle 
of the field. He did nothing for display, but everything for 
efficiency, and from this point of view his life was not only an 
achievement, it was an astonishing spectacle. 

In any case, it would not be time yet to estimate justly Dr. 
Harper's place in the department of Semitic learning, and the 
phenomenal quality in his work adds to the difficulty. The en- 
thusiasm of loyal pupils does not promote impartiality nor find it 
easy to discriminate between the man and the scholar. On the 
other hand, a purely scholarly judgment may underestimate the 
worth of a pupil's insight, and lose the large impression in the 
criticism of details, while the very fact of wide popularity among 
the uncritical may awaken the scholar's prejudice or suspicion. 

Under these circumstances, and with the bias of warm per- 
sonal friendship, it would be impossible for the present writer, 
even if he were otherwise competent to do so, to attempt a 
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thoroughly critical estimate of Dr. Harper's work in the Semitic 
languages, and particularly in biblical scholarship. Nothing 
more is possible than a rapid review of that work in a spirit of 
sincere appreciation, which it will be the endeavor not to devitalize 
and invalidate by undiscriminating eulogy. Flattery is the 
subtlest form of contempt for the dead as for the living, and Dr. 
Harper's reputation needs only the respect of perfect truthfulness 
to insure real fame. 

Semitic studies in this country have had an interesting history.' 
They began with the first generation of settlers in New England, 
The early presidents of Harvard were orientalists of repute. 
Hebrew was long a required study, because education was essen- 
tially religious, and because the larger part of the Bible was in 
Hebrew. Like studies were fostered at Yale. Hebrew words 
were engraved on the original seal of Dartmouth College. The 
Dutch and Scottish settlers of New York and New Jersey brought 
with them the same insistence on the language of the Old Testa- 
ment. The study was by degrees limited to students for the 
ministry, and grew somewhat perfunctory, even for them. A 
great revival of interest, both linguistic and exegetical, was led 
by Moses Stuart, a graduate of Yale, who became professor at 
Andover Theological Seminary in 1810. Hebrew had never died 
out in the Middle States, and it reached a position of importance 
at Princeton, under Professor Joseph Addison Alexander and 
his successor. Professor William Henry Green; but Stuart was a 
more brilliant pioneer. Stuart had many apt pupils — though 
none his equal as a teacher. Among the most famous was 
Edward Robinson, through whom a new center of these studies 
was established in New York. The newer western institutions 
were in large part manned by students of these eastern teachers. 
But not all. Harper was seven years old when Robinson died, 
but Harper's Semitic genealogy did not originate in that line. His 
first impulse toward Semitic study was due to an independent 
strain of Scotch blood. It is to be traced directly back to the 

1 Its details are scattered through various books, pamphlets, and articles, but it was 
summed up, near the close of the last century, in the two papers by Professor George F. 
Moore, D.D., of Harvard, in the ZeUschrift fUr alttestamentliche Wissenschafty 1888-89 
under the title "Alttestamentliche Studien in Amerika." 



Feanois Beown XV 

zeal for knowledge and the demand for a learned ministry on the 
part of a people whose love for theology is democratic enough to 
demand thorough equipment on the part of its religious leaders. 
If Muskingum College, at New Concord, Ohio — an institution of 
whose existence many thousands of persons have learned since 
Dr. Harper's death, from the simple fact that he studied there — 
had not been founded by Scotchmen, chiefly for the training of 
ministers, and had not required Hebrew as a part of its course, it 
is not probable that Stuart and Robinson or their followers would 
have taken its place, and led Harper into Semitic paths. His 
precocity was, of course, an element in the case. To have learned 
enough Hebrew at fourteen to pronounce an oration — of what- 
ever quality — in that language, is to have put behind one its 
superficial difficulties at an age that gives a long start over most 
students of it.^ 

His teacher at Muskingum was Eeverend David Paul, at that 
time president of the college. The studies of his early boyhood stim- 
ulated his taste for language as such, and this led him, at seven- 
teen, to Yale, and a cosmopolitan atmosphere of learning. His 
life at Yale took the place, for him, of study at a foreign univer- 
sity. Professor William D. Whitney taught him Sanskrit, and 
sound philological method, and through Professor George E. Day 
he came into the line of New England Hebraists who looked 
back to Moses Stuart as their head. Professor Whitney, also, saw 
the opportunity for Semitic scholarship and influenced him that 
way, although his thesis for the degree of doctor of philosophy 
was in the Sanskrit field. This was in 1875, when he was nine- 
teen years of age. 

Then followed three and a half years of school administration 
and teaching, mainly classical; and in January, 1879, he began 
to teach Hebrew in the Baptist Union Theological Seminary at 
Morgan Park, a suburb of Chicago. In less than two years his 
eagerness and his success as a Hebrew teacher were making him 
a national fiigure. His summer schools and correspondence school, 
his textbooks and his periodicals, were all so many ways of bring- 

2 If we smile at the "Hebrew oration," we may remember that this was a usage at the 
Harvard commencement till 1817 — hardly more than fifty years earlier. 
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ing his teaching power to bear on increasing classes of students. 
Still wider scope was given to his activities by his call to Yale as 
professor of Semitic languages in 1886, and his incumbency of 
the Woolsey professorship of biblical literature in the same uni- 
versity, in 1889. In 1891 he became president of the new 
University of Chicago, and although this exacting position less- 
ened the time he could give to Semitic and biblical studies, it 
greatly increased his general influence even in these particular 
fields. 

Dr. Harper gained a useful degree of acquaintance with other 
Semitic languages, and gave instruction in several of them at 
different times. But it is only in the department of Hebrew and 
the Old Testament that the published materials permit any 
attempt to estimate his scholarly attainments. 

It has already appeared that Dr. Harper's first taste of Hebrew 
came through a branch of Scotch Presbyterianism, and that the 
influences set at work by Moses Stuart reached him only in his 
second stage. All the more attractive is the parallel between 
these two great teachers of Hebrew and of the Old Testament. 
Both were enthusiastic students, of acquisitive powers far above 
the common. Both were drawn to the Semitic field as by mag- 
netic power. Its importance, current neglect of it, its fresh possi- 
bilities, largely unknown, enticed and held them. Both were 
forced by circumstances to depend much on private study, and 
both diligently used the books of others. Both were effective 
teachers, and communicated their ardor for study to many pupils. 
Both thus became the heads of important revival movements in 
Old Testament science. Both found it necessary to publish text- 
books to meet the demand which their own work had created. 
There were, no doubt, striking differences between them — and not 
in personal quality alone. Harper was able to create machinery 
which eidarged his direct influence to an extent quite unthinkable 
in the staid conditions of Andover Hill. His summer schools and 
correspondence school multiplied his pupils many fold, and his 
instinctive appeal to the average man expanded the constituency 
of these schools quite beyond the limits of a single profession. 
In the introductory editorial to the first number of Hebraica 
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(March, 1884), he wrote: "Within three years there has been 
organized and carried into successful operation a school for the 
study of Hebrew by correspondence. This school, at this writing, 
includes over six hundred clergymen and students. The mem- 
bers of the school are of every evangelical denomination. They 
reside in almost every state in the Union, in Canada, in England, 
in Scotland, in Ireland, in Turkey, in China, in Japan, in India." 
Stuart had no such effect as this! On the other hand. Harper 
found much more material ready to his hand, and he enjoyed 
much greater fellowship and sympathy. The movement begun 
by Stuart, and carried on by his pupils and theirs, had been rein- 
forced, over and over again, by European learning, and was gain- 
ing vigor and effectiveness. Harper had this at his disposal, and 
he employed it from fresh centers, with a strong increment from 
his own incisive energy, in spreading knowledge more widely 
among the people. This applies to his linguistic work, and still 
more to his work in the study of the Old Testament as literature. 
Stuart had learned from Gesenius and Seller the modern method 
of interpretation by grammar and lexicon, and this method, largely 
through Stuart, had become thoroughly acclimatized in this coun- 
try. To Harper it came by inheritance, rather than by discovery. 
His two years at Yale determined this. If Stuart's American 
world was smaller, the effect of his teaching, as far as it reached, 
was intense and productive, and Yale was well within his world. 
Both had pupils who showed their appreciation of their masters 
by carrying on advanced studies elsewhere. Here, again, Stuart's 
men prepared the way for the later generation. It was a more 
uncommon and venturesome thing for Edward Robinson to study 
in Gottingen, Halle, and Berlin, than any man can appreciate who 
has gone to Germany as a student since Harper began to teach. 
The parallel might run out into unprofitable comparisons, but it is 
obvious enough on the surface to give point and interest to close 
inquiry. 

To Professor Harper's Hebrew scholarship it was both an 
advantage and a serious disadvantage that his teaching of it was 
so successful and so absorbing. We hear that to teach a subject 
is the best way to learn it, but this aphorism is obviously of lim- 
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ited application. Elementary teaching may secure a firm grasp 
of the elements, but it may actually preclude, by its demands 
on time and strength, large strides in the higher ranges of a great 
subject. Those who teach the multiplication table every day, 
and twice a day, do not fit themselves thereby to lecture on 
quaternions. 

The ideal authority in any field of scholarship is a man who 
has mastered his subject in its outlines and its details, who has 
explored its depths and climbed to its heights, who is full of 
knowledge, common and recondite both, and whose mind is so 
adjusted to the possibilities of his field that his judgment decides 
questions that arise in it by swift instinct, incommunicable but 
unerring. Men resort to him as to a storehouse of knowledge, and 
accept his statement of the facts in place of observing them for 
themselves ; men depend upon his judgment of matters related to 
his specialty with confidence, and build on his opinions great 
fabrics of conclusion. Doubtless scholars often make mistakes 
and err in judgment, but this proves no more than that they only 
approach the ideal and do not in fact reach it. And even the 
approach to it is by no royal road. The habitual quiet of the 
study, freedom from distractions, the testings of the laboratory, 
deliberation in proving conclusions, the slow seasoning of opinions, 
lack of haste in publishing them, the quickening of the sensitive 
faculties of the mind which are dulled if they are overtaxed or 
hurried, all the ripening processes which must supplement the 
acquisitive powers, to bring the fruits of knowledge to a sound 
maturity — these things are essential to the scholar, and possible 
in satisfying degree only for those who add to a love of knowledge, 
and a deep respect for it — a sense of the worth of absolute devo- 
tion to even a small segment of it— the freedom from preoccupa- 
tion and from distraction about many things which gives devotion 
to knowledge its opportunity. 

In thus describing the exacting life of pure scholarship, it is 
evident that one leaves out important elements of the exacting 
life of President Harper, and perhaps includes some things for 
which that life had little room. 

Could a man, occupied as he was occupied, with the many 
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plans which sprang from his fertile brain demanding administra- 
tive and executive care — in spite of his great facility in using 
the services of others — be an absolute devotee of pure scholar- 
ship? There is no doubt that pure scholarship was an object of 
his strong desire — appealing to him with the attractive power of 
a luxury almost within reach. But the man has been rare indeed, 
who was capable at once of carrying ou such large and varied 
affairs as fell to Dr. Harper's lot by the very necessity of his 
gifts, as well as of his circumstances — his gifts shaping his cir- 
cumstances to a great degree — and at the same time of rising to 
the very highest heights of technical scholarship. 

Far from belittling his scholarly attainments, these conditions 
make it possible for us to appreciate them at their real value. It 
is remarkable that, under the conditions of his life, he was able 
to command as much of Semitic knowledge as he did, and to 
express such well-considered opinions on Semitic matters. The 
scholarship of a man like this has peculiar value because it carries 
so far. It does not become trivial by the fact that there may 
be other scholarship more prodigious. Not many men know 
Hebrew as well as Dr. Harper knew it. And what man has made 
his knowledge more thoroughly effective? 

The chief feature of Dr. Harper's intellectual life has been 
barely hinted at thus far. Here was a highly original man, at 
the post of a scholar, with a large share of a scholar's attainments, 
whose originality was directed to practical ends. These were, of 
course, in no sense material ends. They were practical ways of 
bringing scholarship to bear effectively on the mental life of the 
largest numbers. For this he was equipped in a degree quite 
exceptional. His great faculty of administering affairs appeared 
in the constitution of his Summer and Correspondence Schools, 
and — less visible to the multitude, but of equal efficiency — in 
the organization of the Hebrew and Semitic studies at Morgan 
Park, at Yale, and at the University of Chicago. 

No qualification is needed in speaking of Dr. Harper as a 
teacher. He had a genius for communicating knowledge. This 
included — as it must always include — an intuitive perception of 
the mental attitude and furniture of the average pupil, and the 
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gift of seeing with distinctness what he wished to teach, and of 
expressing it with precision. These qualities were heightened by 
training, and were backed by an unwearying patience, by a sturdy 
insistence on thoroughness, and by an absolute conviction of the 
worth of the study in which he and his pupils were engaged. 
Repetition did not grow tedious to him. That a student should 
master the elements of Hebrew was of more consequence to him 
than that he himself should have leisure for grammatical or 
exegetical inquiry. He gave himself ungrudgingly in his teaching 
work. To a remarkable degree these characteristics appear in his 
lesson leaves and textbooks. His Elements of Hebrew (1881-82), 
Hebrew Method and Manual (1883), Vocabularies (1881-82), 
and Syntax (1888) have been used in more than one hundred and 
fifty institutions, distributed in thirty-two states and territories 
of this republic as well as several foreign countries. In this way 
his influence on the teaching of Hebrew has been extraordinary. 

The processes of instruction are displayed in these, and not the 
mere facts of knowledge. Therefore they will always have value 
for educators quite distinct from their value to research students. 
It is probable that groups of persons so many and so large have 
never been so well taught as his Hebrew classes were, in the sense 
of acquiring exactly what he aimed to impart to them. They 
gained the ability to read Hebrew with some facility, and, what 
is more, with some pleasure. The world of the Old Testament 
took on new life for them. Some of them, after further training, 
became Old Testament experts, many of them became intelligent 
and sympathetic students of the Old Testament, to whom the lan- 
guage had ceased to be a barrier or a bugbear, and had become a 
means of better understanding and of finer appreciation. 

It is difficult to overestimate such a service as this. Each man 
who is affected by it is enriched and enlarged. It was always 
present to Dr. Harper's mind that in a subject closely related to 
religion, like the language of the Old Testament, a larger intelli- 
gence means new light on religious facts and new agencies for 
religious influence. But this may, for the moment, be left at one 
side. From the point of view of special scholarship the wide- 
spread results of such teaching raise the general level. They 
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make special studies easier. They provide conditions from which 
the accomplished scholar more easily springs. They supply him 
with a responsive constituency. One in twenty of the eager 
pupils may grow qualified to teach others what he has learned, 
and so the constituency increases. One in a hundred — or five 
hundred — may be led to pursue higher studies with the best 
masters, and so, in time, to become himself a master with author- 
ity, and so the science advances. It is a great and good achieve- 
ment to have made Hebrew and the Old Testament, to say 
nothing of the kindred languages and their literatures, access- 
ible and delightful to a large company of men and women — good 
for them and a great thing for the future of Hebrew studies and 
the scientific study of the Old Testament. 

Some dangers are involved. There is the danger, for the 
teacher, of seeming to countenance low and imperfect standards 
of scholarship, and, for the pupil, the danger of superficial knowl- 
edge and superficial judgment, and the danger of thinking that 
if so much can be gained so early, even mastery itself cannot 
require much more. But these dangers are inherent in popular 
education, and are not half so bad as the dangers of ignorance. 
The student who knows a little may sometimes be opinionated 
and impertinent, but on the whole the man who knows nothing is 
a greater menace. The beginner may not understand how much 
is beyond him, but he is likely to have a juster idea of it than one 
who has never begun. And all fresh knowledge gives a freer 
atmosphere, and tends toward the hospitable mind. Whatever 
drawbacks attended Dr. Harper's success were far more than out- 
weighed by its permanent value in the general life of the intellect. 

Opinions will differ as to the relative importance of different 
elements in his method of teaching. Dr. Harper himself ascribed 
the chief value to its "inductive" feature, by which the pupil is 
introduced to the facts of language, and led to build up the rules 
of linguistic usage for himself on the basis of these facts. As far 
as this means concrete dealing with the actual material at an early 
stage of study, and is opposed to abstract formula, it is no doubt 
fundamental. Dr. Harper's way of applying his principle was 
certainly, in his hands, highly effective. It might be called the 



xxii Intboduotion 

method of giving illustrations before stating rules. When com- 
bined with the method of applying the rules widely after they have 
been stated, it is evidently fruitful. It is less adapted to a book 
of reference than to an elementary textbook. It is perhaps more 
appropriate to the Introductory Hebrew Method and Manual 
than to the Elements of Hebrew, especially since the latter be- 
came, in a sense, a book of reference for those using the former. 
Perhaps the fact that the Elements was published first (in 1881; 
the Manual in 1883) may have something to do with the main- 
tenance of this order of the material in the reference volume. 
However this may be, and while it would be foolish to undervalue 
a system which has yielded such results in practice, there can be 
little doubt that Dr. Harper never did justice in his public utter- 
ances — and probably he never did in his own mind — to the part 
played by his unusual powers of selection and clear statement. 
From the mass of linguistic facts he picked out the essential — 
i. e., the things essential for a beginner to know — and left the 
rest unnoticed. The embarrassment of larger knowledge, the 
burdening sense of exceptions and needed qualifications, which 
oppresses many gifted teachers and enfeebles their teaching, is 
not an embarrassment or a burden in these books. He has 
selected from his available store that which is immediately useful, 
and that alone. And having selected it, he puts it before his 
pupils with brevity and in lucid terms. It is impossible to mis- 
understand what he says, or be confused by it. Without at all 
belittling the "inductive" method, it is pretty certain that if the 
choice were forced upon us between having first the facts and 
then muddled explanations of them, or first transparent state- 
ments and then the illustrative facts, the latter would gain a 
unanimous vote. So that we must recognize once more the pre- 
eminent gifts of the man as contributing to the success of his 
method. 

His principle of introducing, at an early stage, some elements 
of comparative Semitic grammar is worthy of all praise. He 
could not claim, in 1881, to be a great Semitic philologist. But 
his mind grasped the relations of things, and he knew, with the 
teacher's insight, how a bit of philological history lights up the 
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gray waste of linguistic desert in which beginners in Hebrew 
sometimes seem to themselves to be wandering. Perhaps if his 
own studies in this history had been larger, he would have been 
less able to use what he had for the benefit of his pupils. The 
gift of employing, without loss, all that he had was no small factor 
in his success. 

His Hebrew Vocabularies (1881-82), also, were strongly advo- 
cated by him, and diligently employed. The plan of grouping 
words by the frequency of their use is the salient point in his 
system here, and is certainly correct. His own insistence on the 
committing to memory of these lists of words carried many students 
through the drudgery of it. But the general demand for this 
book has not approached that for his other textbooks, and many 
teachers have found that a less mechanical, more gradual, not to 
say insinuating, demand upon the student's memory is workable, 
and is more natural and even more truly "inductive." 

The soil was to some extent prepared for such a crop of interest 
in Hebrew studies. The great impulse given to them by Stuart, 
Robinson, Alexander, and the rest had not wholly lost its headway 
among the ministry. The fresh energy devoted to them in at least 
one theological seminary of the eastern states, under the vigorous 
leadership of a strong teacher of unusual gifts, trained by long 
study abroad, was making itself felt before Harper went to Mor- 
gan Park. Modern principles of biblical study were announced 
in the same quarter. The trial and quasi-condemnation of a bril- 
liant and competent teacher in Scotland, William Robertson Smith, 
with its accompanying spread of his opinions in attractive form, 
drew much attention in this country, and turned the thoughts of 
many into channels to which they had been strangers. During 
the greater part of Dr. Harper's public service, and side by side 
with it, movements that in some cases amounted to convulsions 
were going on in several of the great ecclesiastical bodies over 
the same biblical questions. There was a general breaking-up of 
the old ground and a fertilizing of it with new ideas. Others, 
also, were cultivating it in ways different from his. Large enter- 
prises were undertaken in behalf of Old Testament science, and 
for the better knowledge of the ancient Semitic world. Dr. Harper 
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was thus not summoned to clear and till a virgin field, nor was he 
an isolated husbandman. But, when all is said, it was he who saw 
how large the opportunity was, who perceived the ranges along 
which it especially lay, who was qualified in a peculiar degree to 
take it, and who devoted himself without reserve, and at great 
personal cost, to grasping and improving it to the utmost limits 
of his power. His service to Semitic studies was great in fostering 
other branches of them than those to which he more especially 
gave himself. Hebrew and the Old Testament belonged in a 
peculiar sense to him, yet he applied himself in private study, 
and with the eager diligence that characterized him in all things, 
to Arabic and to Assyrian, and he had classes in these languages 
at times. He learned something of other Semitic languages. But 
in none of them did he feel at home to the degree that he did in 
Hebrew, and in the Old Testament books, where teaching and 
public lecturing for a long series of years gave him easy familiarity 
with what he taught. All the more generously did he open the 
way for others to specialize in the various divisions of the great 
field. Qualified men were encouraged to devote themselves to 
these subjects, and opportunities opened to teach them in his 
various schools. In every case, whether in Hebrew or any other 
branch. Dr. Harper gave promising scholars the chance to show 
the best that was in them. The list is a considerable one — at 
least forty or fifty names — of those who came under his influence 
for a longer or shorter time, and afterward found positions of 
usefulness as Semitic and biblical teachers. 

His great desire was to see departments of Semitic languages 
spring up in all colleges and universities. This desire was realized 
to some extent, if not in its full measure. The attempt has been 
made in many places. In some it has succeeded. In some the 
only form of it has been as an attachment to a biblical chair. 
In few has there been any generous equipment for such a depart- 
ment, and the attempt to provide it has in some instances been 
withdrawn altogether, and that in quarters where it would least 
have been expected. On the whole, however, his contagious 
enthusiasm bore larger fruit in this direction than would have 
come in many years by the combined efforts of less persistent and 
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effective men. The idea has grown familiar, the need has been 
presented. Its results thus far commend it, and the preceding 
era of indifference to Semitic and even to biblical knowledge in 
courses of general education has passed, we may hope forever. 
The elective system, which, whatever its defects and drawbacks, 
has enabled higher institutions to offer hospitality to all branches 
of human knowledge, will not tolerate, in the long run, a neglect 
of subjects of such human dignity and such practical significance 
as these, and, as endowments increase, ampler provision will be 
made for these studies which Dr. Harper so deeply felt to be a 
general concern of men. 

The breadth and depth of his scholarly interests are shown in 
two fields of which the past century has taught us the importance 
— that of periodical literature, and that of discovery by explora- 
tion and excavation. 

Of bis enterprise in the latter field, and its actual yield to Old 
Testament study, it is too early to say much. Nor is it important 
to do so, for the present purpose. Dr. Harper did not himself 
engage in exploration. The expedition to Bismya, under the 
auspices of the University of Chicago, and Professor Breasted's 
original work in Egypt and Egyptian sources, were matters in 
which he took the liveliest interest, and they attested his restless 
energy in pushing out many lines of search and research for con- 
tributions to the subjects which lay near his heart. 

In the periodicals, however, he was personally and closely 
involved from first to last. The periodicals were of two distinct 
kinds; some had a popular and some a scientific purpose. The 
Hebrew Student (1882) was the first of them all, and represented 
both types, but the differentiation began with Hehraica (1884) 
— merged later (1895) in the American Journal of Semitic 
Languages and Literatures — and the Old Testament Student 
(1883), with its offspring by direct descent, the Old and New 
Testament Student (1888) and the Biblical World (1893). The 
American Journal of Theology (1897) attests his general theo- 
logical sympathies, but does not, on the whole, belong in this paper. 

As to the quality of these periodicals, it is quite within limits 
to say for the popular division that it has fully met its purpose, 
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and has undoubtedly opened the way in many instances to some- 
thing beyond itself. It is no small triumph that the more technical 
journal has been sustained at all, as it could not have been without 
the self-sacrifice of the editor in its earlier history, and the univer- 
sity backing of the more recent years. There has been a distinct 
improvement in scholarly value. For some time the available 
material was quite limited; the number of competent workers was 
small, and their absorption in pressing tasks was great. Articles 
of uniform excellence could not be looked for. The average was 
not always high. But, increasingly, the results of serious and 
careful work have gone into the journal, contributions have been 
received from scholars of note, and it has taken its place as a useful 
repository of the products of original research. 

Dr. Harper had, in a marked degree, the editorial instinct. He 
felt in advance the mind of his public. Their point of view was 
present to his thought, without e£Port on his part. He saw with 
their eyes, and heard with their ears. Their mental equipment, 
their aptitudes and their prejudices he took into the account almost 
unconsciously. He estimated the articles he published according 
to their fitness for the students and thoughtful people who would 
read them, more than by any abstract standard. He was himself 
appreciative of the best, and his own robust judgment was prepared 
to decide questions of criticism and interpretation on their merits, 
but he had a warm and considerate sympathy for those who needed 
to be dealt with tenderly. He did not aim to dazzle or to startle: 
he was anxious not to repel. His earnest purpose, as an editor, 
was to reach, and hold, and instruct. Others sometimes thought 
him over-cautious, but he probably knew his constituency better 
than any one else did, and, on the whole, in view of the progress 
of the last twenty-five years, his editorial sensitiveness may be 
fairly said to have justified itself. 

His own contributions to these periodicals have been as numer- 
ous as one had any right to expect. Here, more clearly than any- 
where else, we can see how his interests as a scholar were widening ; 
keeping pace, one may say, with a growing conception of the 
needs and capacities of his public. The early editorial notes, not 
merely in the Hebrew Student and the Old Testament Student 
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but in Hebraica as well, are quite naive in their appeal to the 
most elementary stages of knowledge. These journals were, at 
the first, the mere organs of a scheme of elementary teaching of 
Hebrew. It is evident that theological students, and not well- 
trained ones, were the object of the editor's chief thought. But 
in Hebraica, after 1886, these editorial notes disappear. His 
call to Yale, in that year, put broader responsibilities upon him, 
and he began to consider, more habitually, the range of Semitic 
languages and their relation to each other as of consequence 
apart from professional training. There is an advance from the 
note on "Hebrew in Colleges" [Hebraica, Vol. II, p. 250), and 
that on "A Little Knowledge of Hebrew" {Hebraica, Vol. Ill, 
p. 50), to the article (given first as a brief address in Philadelphia) 
on "Semitic Study in the University" {Hebraica, Vol. V [1883], 
pp. 83 f.). It was in 1888 that his Hebrew Syntax appeared, 
and it showed good philological method, but to his journals he 
made no important contributions in technical philology. His chief 
articles were in the realm of the literary and historical study of 
the Bible — mainly the Old Testament. In the popular journals 
these took the form of "inductive" studies; and here, too, while the 
pedagogical interest continues to the end, there is great develop- 
ment in the thoroughness with which problems are laid hold of, 
and the insistence with which they are presented. In the later 
years there were three such serial treatments of Old Testament 
subjects in the Biblical World: "Constructive Studies in the 
Priestly Element in the Old Testament" (January to December, 
1901), "Constructive Studies in the Literature of Worship in the 
Old Testament" (February to August, 1902), and "Constructive 
Studies in the Prophetic Element in the Old Testament" (January, 
1904, to January, 1905 ) . Two of these — the Studies in the Priestly 
Element (3d ed., 1905) and the Prophetic Element (1905) — have 
been published separately. With these, as of the same general 
stamp, although adapted to students of a less special type, and with 
more stress on practical religious values, may be named such recent 
correspondence courses as those on "The Work of the Old Testa- 
ment Priests" (1900), "The Work of the Old Testament Sages" 
(1904), and "The Foreshadowings of the Christ" (1904). 
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His most notable contribution to Hebraica was the series of 
articles on "The Pentateuchal Question," extending from October, 
1888, to July, 1890. These showed abundant reading and famil- 
iarity with the main modern positions. They were prepared to 
represent the school of historical criticism in a discussion in which 
Professor William Henry Green, of Princeton, took the conserva- 
tive side. This opponent was an accomplished debater, and had 
the advantage of the attacking party and of entire commitment to 
the positions he himself held. Dr. Harper, on the other hand, 
avowedly refrained from committing himself to the details of the 
views he set forth, and thereby lost a part of the strength of a 
champion. Dr. Green's articles were the more numerous, run- 
ning on until the number for April-July, 1892. The result was 
perhaps rather confusing than otherwise to serious students of 
biblical problems; and while the double series bore witness to 
Dr. Harper's fairmindedness and genial recognition of opposing 
schools of thought, it is doubtful whether his maturer judgment 
would have favored a repetition of this procedure in like conditions. 

Dr. Harper's reputation as a productive technical scholar must 
rest, in the main, on his Amos and Hosea (1905) in the Inter- 
national Critical Commentary. Preliminary studies appeared 
from time to time — specifically the Structure of the Text of the 
Booh of Amos (1904) and the Structure of the Text of the Book of 
Hosea (1905); with earlier publications in the American Journal 
of Semitic Languages and Literatures, 1900 and 1904 ; and the 
translation of Hosea in the Biblical World (January, 1905). But 
he did not fairly present himself to the world as a pure scholar 
among scholars until the appearance of the Commentary itself, a 
year before his death. This book is so different from anything 
else he published that it must be considered quite by itself. His 
other books represented a selection from abundant materials of 
that which is needed by a class. Here we have a full — almost 
unrestricted — exhibition of all the matters connected with the 
subject. The attitude toward modern criticism elsewhere in his 
writing is often cautious, apologetic, sometimes non-committal, 
sometimes hypothetical, governed by consideration for an opposite 
point of view, or by a delicate pedagogical method. Here, the 
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acceptance of the critical mode of approach and of reasoning is 
unqualified. The interest in the beginner's needs is not control- 
ling. New emphasis appears, e. g., on textual change and on poetic 
form. All the features required by an elaborate, modern critical 
commentary are here — breadth of plan, patient handling of 
detail, the determination of fact by evidence, constant citation of 
authorities, careful analysis, registration of the opinions of others, 
introductions, tables of dates, lists of abbreviations, indices. In 
this book Dr. Harper took his stand as a serious contributor to 
the work of Old Testament interpretation, and claimed a respect- 
ful hearing from the guild of fellow-workers. Only those who 
are painfully aware how small the guild of productive workers in 
this field actually is, and how exacting the terms of admission by 
their own nature have to be, can quite understand the sorrow with 
which their welcome to this comrade, hardly spoken, was turned 
to a farewell. It would be impossible, in the present article, to 
offer a minute review of the volume. A few remarks of a some- 
what general nature must sufiBce. 

Every student must be struck with the aim at completeness. 
The seventy pages of the Introduction which are devoted to "Pre- 
prophetism" give a sketch of Israelitish literature and thought 
till Amos, with especial discussion of the prophetic phenomena 
in the early generations. The author's critical freedom — used 
always with sobriety — finds the clearest expression here. 

We have in these sections more than the expositor of two 
books. We have the historian of thought and life in Israel, who 
has looked steadily, with his own eyes, at the panorama of events, 
who has caught the true perspective, who sees the past as a living 
spectacle, full of real men and women with perplexed minds and 
troubled hearts ; we have the student of religion and theology, who 
has the dominant interest of life always before him. We are 
aware of a shrewd judgment of individual character and action. 
We are in the company of a practiced critic, now discussing 
Moses and his influence with the respect due to one of the great 
men of the world, now analyzing the Hexateuch, now comparing 
and weighing the legal documents which grew into the body of 
Hebrew law. The introduction, designed to give background and 
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setting for the prophets, does this and more than this. It reveals 
the breadth and the conscientious thoroughness of the author, and 
enables us to take his measure with added confidence. The treat- 
ment of the prophetic guilds, and of the essential difference between 
the popular and the exceptional prophet deserves especial note. 

The contrast is luminously drawn between the conflict of 
Elijah, Elisha, and Jehu against the Baal of Phoenicia, and the 
conflict of Hosea with the local Baalim of Canaan, which degraded 
the worship of Yahweh, but were not regarded as a substitute for 
Yahweh. It is perhaps a little confusing to find the relationship 
between these two conflicts dwelt onin another place (pp. Ixxxviiiff.), 
but their essential distinctness is the more important proposition. 
Other divisions of the Introduction follow usual lines in the main. 

The differences between Amos and Hosea — that marvelous illus- 
tration of a common faith and common purpose in men of radi- 
cally divergent types — -are brought out clearly and skilfully. No 
one has seen more plainly that Amos' work had definite marks of 
an ethical revival, and the exaggerations of those who deny all 
moral quality to the earlier conceptions of Yahweh are rejected. 
By these and kindred studies the way is prepared for the adequate 
statement, still awaited, of the precise ethical differentiation of the 
Yahweh of Amos from the cruder notions held by his predecessors 
in the same worship, as well as from the beliefs of other peoples, 
such as the Babylonians, among whom the gods were regarded as 
guardians of their people's moral life. One is inclined to think, 
however, that Harper minimizes Amos' aversion to sacrifice 
(p. cxix), for surely that for which Amos has only words of con- 
demnation cannot have had any importance to him in the sense 
of pleasing Yahweh or tending to secure his favor. 

The interpretation of Hosea recognizes secondary elements in 
chap. 2, but proceeds on the view — -antecedently probable, and 
made more so by the array of difliculties attending the opposite 
opinion— that chap. 3 is genuine in the main. It is a true exe- 
getical insight which makes the call of Hosea to prophetic service 
a progressive call, more absorbing and revolutionary as his 
experience advanced, and gaining its tender and awful significance 
by the wreck of his own life and the persistence of his own love. 
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The hypothesis that Hosea was a priest is perhaps not deserving 
of the prominence given to it (pp. cxlii, clvii). 

Completeness is sought, throughout the book, in the presen- 
tation of divergent opinions at every important point, and even 
at points of minor importance. There is a modern tendency — in 
reaction from scholasticism — to prefer the dashing and brilliant 
commentator who is borne on by his own force, admits no other 
interpretation than his own, seems to have reached his positions 
without aid, and pays little regard to other workers in the field. 
Of course original genius is always welcome, and the connected 
exposition of the independent exegete is attractive and stimulating. 
But there is a healthy demand, by the side of this, for the calmer 
and more judicial temper, a place for the man who tests all views 
and desires to learn from them, and who is able and willing to 
pass in critical review the most brilliant of the exegetical advocates. 
This is the demand which Harper seeks to meet in his Commentary, 
and this temper it is by all means wise for the student to emulate. 
The author was notable, beyond some who are cited as Old Testa- 
ment authorities, in recognizing how indispensable it is to know 
the literature of one's subject, and what respect is due those who 
have made real contributions to it. He studied the books of 
other men assiduously, receptively, and profitably, aided in this 
by his power of application, of quick apprehension, of easy assim- 
ilation. Hence his opinions are not the obiter dicta of a bright 
mind, but have a scholarly backing and coherence. No doubt 
we see, in his copious citation of opinions, the diligent and 
accurate hand of Dr. J. M. P. Smith, to whom the Preface 
makes special acknowledgment, as well as his own. No doubt, 
also, all opinions, even the eccentric and the casual, should be 
before the author of such a book. Yet the question arises 
whether it is really necessary to print them all for general use. 
Those that are baseless contribute nothing to real exegesis, and 
those that have had no influence hardly belong to the history of 
exegetical thought, and are not worth their space. More serious 
is the frequent lack of definite position with reference to many of 
the views cited ; an extreme case is Amos 5 : 26, on which he cites 
thirteen suggestions (pp. 140 f.) differing from his own inter- 
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pretation without making it clear by argument (even on p. 137) 
that his own is superior to the rest. One sometimes misses the 
lucid precision so characteristic of his Hebrew textbooks, a lack 
partly inherent, no doubt, in the situation of a commentator, 
threading his way through a labyrinth of possibilities, and deter- 
mining many points only by a nice balance of probabilities, but 
sometimes suggesting that even this work of scholarship was done 
under heavy pressure. In textual criticism there is little to note. 
The author generally follows good critics, but does not make much 
contribution of his own to the difficult questions. The intro- 
ductory remarks on the versions are meager. On the other hand, 
the treatment of poetic measurements, in which the author's 
interest has long been known, is an important feature of the book, 
and not simply in the matter of metrical divisions, but also in 
strophical groupings. All in all, it is worthy of a place in every 
scholar's library, as the amplest and best treatment of these two 
great prophets which has yet been given to the world. 

Enough has been said to show that he was not an intruder in 
the realm of the higher scholarship, but one whose place in it was 
of right. And yet, unless his circumstances had radically changed, 
we could not have looked here for the main emphasis of his life. 
If he had lived a few years longer, we should have had the other 
volumes that were promised, and they, also, would have been 
eagerly welcomed and used. But the main emphasis of his life 
could not have been shifted to technical scholarship. He would 
always have had too many other things to do to become a critic 
or an exegete, pure and simple. And it may fairly be said that 
he had the many things to do because it was, on the whole, more 
profitable for the world that his great powers should be used in 
doing them than in the more secluded work of the scholar. 

What we have to ask at the end is whether, on the whole, he 
made to Old Testament and Semitic studies the best contribution 
which, among the many, he was qualified to make. We may with- 
out hesitation answer this question in the affirmative. He aroused 
in thousands an eagerness for these studies. He introduced men 
and women to the questions with which such studies now bristle, 
and showed the lines of solution. By temperament he was fitted 
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to gauge the receptiveness of average people for new ideas, and 
he did not repel those he dealt with by thrusting them forward too 
fast. He was content to be elementary for the sake of minds in 
the elementary stage, and had no contempt for them, or sense of 
condescension. He led them on to higher ranges as fast as they 
could go. He devised ingenious machinery for the promotion of 
learning. He persisted in his linguistic and educational work 
year after year. Thus he became one of the chief factors in 
that quiet revolution which, in the thirty years just ending, has 
brought the Old Testament so distinctly to the front, quickened 
interest in its languages, and equipped so many people to meet 
its problems intelligently, to the great advantage of the intellectual 
and the religious life. His sympathy with high scholarship will 
long be remembered, his scientific journals will bear witness to 
his determination to promote sound knowledge of the things he 
cared for, his Commentary will stand as an authority until the 
larger biblical science of a new generation shall displace it and 
its contemporary books. It is, no doubt, true that his greater 
influence will lie in the wider appeal; in the textbooks so care- 
fully adapted to the ends of practical instruction, in the stimulus 
and teaching skill, living on and on, and to some degree reproducing 
themselves; in the interpretation of the conclusions of the few 
original scholars for the many open-minded students; in the long 
result of all those tireless activities which were sustained by his 
belief in the general capacity of men for knowledge, and which, 
while he lived, found their constant reward in the glad response 
of those he addressed. His greater influence remains as the influence 
of the teacher, and his school numbers more pupils than he ever 
saw. It is true, also, that while his lessons are the particular 
things he taught, they are, besides these, the personal qualities of 
the man who taught them. The lasting effects of his work for 
mankind are in knowledge, but not only in knowledge; they are 
also in character. Yet, although it is right to recall these aspects 
of his service to the world, it is most appropriate to remember 
that he was himself a scholar whom scholars are bound to honor, 
a student of prodigious energy and capacity for students' toil, 
a fellow-worker with students, who prized their fellowship. He 
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was too modest to anticipate such a memorial as this, but no tribute 
to his attainments can be thought of which would have gratified 
him more profoundly. It represents a consensus of the Old 
Testament and Semitic scholarship of his own time and coimtry. 
It is not given to every man to call forth such a demonstration. 
These contributors differ widely in many opinions ; more than one 
angle of vision is represented among them ; but they agree in their 
estimate of the occasion ; they unite in rearing a monument to one 
who loved truth above all things, and spent his life in promoting 
it. They have tried to make their memorial a worthy one by 
giving each of his best, in recognition of a noble and lamented 
comrade. 
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Though the poems of the Psalter were edited and collected 
doubtless for liturgical purposes, both poets and collectors allow 
themselves considerable freedom in choice of material. The 
majority of the hymns deal with the experiences, painful or pleas- 
ant, of the nation or of individuals. But not a few are merely 
reflective ; and on some fundamental points contradictory opinions 
are expressed by different writers. This is natural in a com- 
munity as large as that which produced the psalms, and in a 
transition period when different men would be affected in differ- 
ent degrees and in different ways by the new ideas that were 
coming into vogue. Even if the psalmists were all Palestinians 
(which is probable, though not certain), there would be diver- 
sities in their points of view; and, in the absence of any history 
of the Jewish culture of the later pre-Christian centuries, the 
Psalter gives welcome hints regarding the ideas of the time. 

§1 

Some points in the attitude of the book toward the sacrificial 
cult are worthy of notice. In general, as has often been remarked, 
little prominence is given to this cult. A few times sacrifices 
are mentioned approvingly as a part of the current worship: 
4:6 (men are urged to offer right, that is, ritually correct and 
ethically pure, sacrifices) ; 20:4 (hope that Yahweh will remember 
the king's cereal offerings and holocausts, and grant him victory 
over his enemies); 26:6 (reference to the ceremonial procession 
around the altar, in connection with some thanksgiving sacrifice) ; 
27:6 (a service of praise); 51:21 (holocausts promised in joyful 
recognition of God's goodness in building the walls of Jerusalem) ; 
54:8 (free-will or willing offering with thanks for rescue from 
enemies); 56:13 (the same); 66:13, 15 (holocausts as thank- 
offerings); 107:22 (exhortation to men to offer sacrifices of 
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thanksgiving for rescue from danger — possibly here thanksgiv- 
ing itself is thought of as a sacrifice') ; 116:13 (apparently some 
sort of offering is involved, but the expression riiyTlT"' DID is 
doubtful; it hardly refers to a libation, for which the verb StUi? 
'lift' is not appropriate; possibly to some late ceremony not men- 
tioned elsewhere, a solemn raising of a cup, in commemoration 
of deliverances at a sacrificial meal; it is, perhaps, a current 
expression = "I will make acknowledgment of rescue;" Graetz's 
D2 for DID is improbable) ; 116:17 (as in 107:22). Mention of 
vows occurs in 56:13; 61:6,9; 65:2; 66:18; 76:12; 116:14,18 
(cf. Eccl. 5:4) ; the expression of joy in the temple as the special 
abode of God is found in 27:4; 84; 96:8, 9 (exhortation to all 
nations to offer homage in the temple); 138:2; with special 
regard to priests, in 132:9, 16; 134; 135:1, 2; festivals, which 
were occasions of sacrifice, are spoken of with longing or enthu- 
siasm in 42 : 5 ; 81 : 3 f.,^ and the pilgrim-psalms attest the devotion 
of distant Jews to the central spot of their cult. There is, prob- 
ably, no reference to sacrifice in 22:27, 30,' and the text of 118:27 
(where Eng. vers, has "bind the sacrifice with cords," etc.) is in 
disorder.* The passages cited above show that there was a 

general hearty delight in the sacrificial ritual as the symbol 
of God's presence and protecting care. Nothing is said of an 
expiatory efQcacy in the offerings; the specific sin-offering is 
mentioned only once (40:7), and then only to be rejected;* it 
appears to be the temple around which the hopes and aspirations 
of the psalmists cluster — the temple as the locus of divine glory 
and kindness, the sacrifice being felt to be rather the traditional 
and necessary accompaniment of worship. On the other hand, 

we find expressions of indifference or antagonism to the sacrificial 
ritual. Some of the psalmists appear to live in a religious atmos- 
phere almost completely divorced from priestly ceremonies: in 
the temple what they think of is God's graciousness (48:10), and 
the conditions of taking part in the service of Yahweh and sharing 
its blessedness are purely ethical (15; 24; 101). Besides the 
passages referred to above (107: 22; 116:17; 50:14, 23), in which 

1 And so, perhaps, 50:14, 23. 3 See note 2, p. 8. 5 See note 4, p. 12. 

2 See note 1, below, p. 7. ' See note 3, p. 9. 
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thanksgiving may be regarded as itself a sacrifice, prayer is iden- 
tified in 141:2 with incense and the evening oblation. In several 
passages sacrifice is frankly dismissed as without eflBcacy or divine 
authority. 40:7 (God takes no delight in niT and fifiTC, and 
does not require Jlbiy and nxt:n);° 50:8-15 (Israel cannot be 
charged with neglect of the ritual, but God does not desire their 
bullocks and goats, does not need animal flesh for food, rather 
asks for thankfulness and the payment of vows);' 51:18f. (God 
requires not ilUT and nblJ , but a spirit of humble dependence 
on him); 69:31 f. (praise and thanksgiving are more acceptable 
to Yahweh than oxen and bullocks). This unfriendly attitude 
toward the sacrificial ritual seems at first sight to be identical 
with that of certain prophetic passages that run from Amos to 
Jeremiah (Am. 5:21-24; Hos. 6:6; Isa. 1:11-17; Mic. 6:6-8; 
I Sam. 15:22; Jer. 7:21-23) and are commonly cited in illustra- 
tion of the psalmists' point of view. And certainly, so far as 
regards the conviction of the futility of sacrifices in themselves, 
the two groups of passages are identical, and it is quite pos- 
sible that the later writers had the earlier in mind. Neverthe- 
less, there is a difference between the conceptions of the two 
groups. Down to the capture of Jerusalem by the Chaldeans 
there was no official announcement of the divine authority of the 
sacrificial ritual — it was the traditional form of worship, and bad 
only the authority of custom, so that Jeremiah could say simply 
that Yahweh had not commanded it. The prophets, as moralists, 
were naturally offended by the superficial and non-moral character 
of the current worship, and in their sweeping, indiscriminating 
fashion denounced the whole procedure as an insult to the deity, 
though there is no reason to doubt that there was much simple, 
honest, though crude, devotion in the sacrificial routine of the 
people. The intellectual atmosphere of the Psalter is different. 
In the time of the prophets the popular creed was frankly and 
naively polytheistic, and a part of their indignation came from 
the foreign coloring of the popular cult; in the psalms mono- 
theism (of an impure form) is the accepted faith; the attitude 
toward worship of foreign deities is one, not of fierce anger (as 

6 See note 4, p. 12. ' See note 5, p. 14. 



6 Some Conceptions of the Psalteb 

in the prophetic writings), but rather of contempt, and hostility 
to the ritual is not based on the corruption in foreign cults. The 
divine authority of the ritual is not questioned; the author of 
Ps. 50 (certainly a late production) speaks of it with good-natured 
tolerance, while he professes himself indifferent to it. The tone 
of the psalm passages cited above is one rather of philosophical 
reflection than of religious indignation. The summary in Mic. 
6:6-8 is a passionate ethical protest; the argument of Ps. 50:9-15 
is an exposition of the absurdity of supposing that God needed 
animal food — perhaps a rebuke of an existing opinion, perhaps 
intended as a reductio ad ahsurdum, as if the writer would say: 
''the only conceivable ground for animal sacrifice is such an 
opinion, which is manifestly absurd." The reflective tone, with 
indifference to the sacrificial ritual, these psalmists have in com- 
mon with the sages (Proverbs, Ben-Sira, Koheleth, Wisdom of 
Solomon, al.). The decadence of trust in sacrifice, while a deep 
religious spirit existed, led to the suggestion of substitutes for it. 
The prophets demanded a moral life, not as a substitute for sac- 
rifice, but as being in itself the essence of loyalty to Yahweh; 
later writers, not rejecting the ritual, recognized as its equivalents 
prayer, gratitude, penitence, almsgiving (Ben-Sira 7:9; 35[32]: 
If.; Dan. 4:27; Tobit 4:7-11; 12:8f.; cf. Judith 16:16). In 
seeking for the causes of this movement, the limited range of 
the Jewish sacrificial system must be borne in mind. It was 
never a universal atonement — it dealt with inadvertencies and 
physical impurities; it did not touch the deeper religious expe- 
rience, and the better thinkers recognized its insufficiency as a 
means of reconciliation with God. This inadequacy was, of 
course, not peculiar to the Jewish cult — it attached to all cults, 
being inherent in the nature of sacrifice, which has its origin in 
the crude beginnings of religion. In the popular worship it was 
commercial, selfishly utilitarian, a quid pro quo to the deity, and, 
because of this element of bargaining, was repugnant to finer 
natures. This repugnance shows itself among the Greeks as well 
as among the Hebrews; in the four centuries preceding the 
beginning of our era there was a general movement, in the west- 
ern world, of protest against sacrifice and of withdrawal from 
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it.* While this movement had its roots in human nature, and was 
therefore a natural Jewish growth, it was doubtless helped by the 
foreign thought with which the Jews came into contact. In 

the Psalter the conception of sacrifice is purified into an expres- 
sion of thankfulness, and its place is largely taken by worship. 
The commercial feature of worship is not lacking. Yahweh is 
praised for his intervention in national and individual affairs, or 
is besought to intervene; the author of Ps. 116 expresses the 
general attitude of most of the psalmists when he says: "I love 
Yahweh because he has heard my prayer." This attitude, how- 
ever, does not exclude a sense of ethical dependence on God and 
the desire of ethical union with him. The moral standard of the 
psalms is admittedly good, except in the passionate demand for 
vengeance on enemies (a result of the excited social relations of 
the time). The conception of Grod as the ethical ideal and the 
aspiration after ethical purity for its own sake appear in certain 
of the psalms, especially in Pss. 51 and 119. 

NOTES 

Note 1. Psalm 81:4 

^j3n DVb noin "iSia lOnna Wpn • The two feasts here men- 
tioned are variously understood by recent critics. The commoner view 
is that they are New Moon and Passover; for the second some hesitate 
between Passover and Sukkot; others take the two to be New Year's 
Day and Sukkot. This last is probably the correct view. The state- 
ment in vs. 6, " he made it a law in Joseph when he went forth over [or, 
against] the land of Egypt," is supposed (by Graetz and others) to 
make it certain that the reference is to Passover. But Sept. reads more 
naturally "from the land of Egypt" (of. Ps. 114:1), a reading that may 
include Sukkot as well. The psalm is not a unit: the paragraph vss. 
7-17 is an exhortation to Israel based on a review of the exodus history, 
and has no natural connection with the joyful summons in vss. 2-5. 
Vs. 6 might belong to either part: to vss. 2-5 as a chronological state- 
ment, or to vss. 7-17 as an introduction. But the peculiar phraseology, 
the use of the name Joseph ( noItT' ) instead of Jacob or Israel (as in 
the rest of the psalm), suggests that it is an editorial insertion to connect 
the two parts. The third line, yjSTrS TCT' ttb 1^9125 , is again a gloss 
to the second line, a parallel to 'Egypt,' describing it as a land of a 
foreign language (so 114:1); an allusion to a mysterious message from 

8 See note 6, p. 15. 
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Yahweh, an unknown speech or lip uttering the following words, would 
be out of keeping with the conditions — the divine utterances were plain 
to Moses, as later to the prophets. The first of the two feasts is prob- 
ably the New Moon of the seventh month, which was ushered in with 
blowing of the tmmpet (Lev. 23:24; Num. 29:1); so Targ.: KHTZl 
"'iTrrn; another reference to the feast, according to Jewish ritual, 
occurs in Ps. 47:6, and others probably in 98:6; 150:3. If this be the 
first feast, the second is naturally Sukkot (so the Jewish tradition). The 
word noS (written ^^05 in Prov. 7:20, the only other place in the Old 
Testament in which it occurs) is apparently Aramaic (for the Syriac 
usage see Payne-Smith); Pesh. uses it for the fifteenth day of the month 
(I Kings 12:32) and for the twenty-third day (II Chron. 7:10); that is, 
for the full-moon week. The etymology of the word is uncertain. The 
derivation from HDD 'to cover' {Rosh ha-Shanah, lb, 8a) is improbable. 
The Hebrew Lexicon of Brown-Driver-Briggs compares Assyr. kuse'u 
= agu 'cap;' the latter word means 'full moon' and also the god Sin 
(Delitzsch, Muss-Arnolt), but no light is thereby thrown on the etymol- 
ogy, the origin of the sense 'moon' being as obscure in Assyr. as in Heb.; 
it is hardly probable that the moon should be called kuse'u as being 

the cap of a god. Compare Arab. j>(j^ ' that which follows after, the 

latter part of anything': - g w H t(j**3 'the latter part of the month.' 
From this sense the meaning 'full moon' may well have come (cf. the 
Syr. usage), and the word may thus have been employed as a designation 
of the Assyrian moon god. Arabic forms from the stem -Ji> 'to follow' 
are employed similarly to express the latter part of anything, as, for 
example, of the month; cf. also the old Arab, name for the foiu'th day 

of the week, jLjt> , perhaps = ' the latter part of the week.' In II Chron. 
7:10 the Arab. Version renders the Heb. " twenty -third day" by t-d-tcij 
-gjiJt , " the half of the month." Possibly an Aram, stem X\2;5 ' to 
follow ' is to be recognized. 

Note 2. Psalm 22:27, 30 

In vs. 30 many commentators, from Pinsker on, read ib Tli^ instead 
of the unsuitable ibSK of the Mas. text. This ibs^i seems to have been 
copied or imitated by a scribe from the 'ibiX'' of vs. 27. But this latter 
term also is inappropriate. Vss. 27-32 form a separate psalm, an expec- 
tation of triumph for Yahweh and for Israel, with which, the poet declares 
(according to the Mas. text), the pious shall be satisfied. In vs. 27 the 
expression " the CIIJ? shall eat and be satisfied " is commonly explained 
as a reference to a sacrificial meal, or else as a general expression of com- 
plete content. Neither of the explanations is probable. The mention of 
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vows in vs. 26 does not involve a sacrificial meal, and there is no room for 
such a meal in the psalm; and the choice of the word "eat" in this con- 
nection to express pious satisfaction would be strange. The proper read- 
ing is suggested in the substantially identical verse 69:33: "the pious 
will see [Yahweh's gracious intervention] andrejoice;" we should probably 
read lij^^'' and inaTT"' for the ibii^'' and 1^1123" of 22:27. Further, 
the ■'3T23T in vs. 30 is suspicious: the "fat ones of the earth" may indeed 
be understood to mean the "flourishing, prosperous," but the parallel 
line "all that go down to the dust" and the general context suggest a 
larger expression. Vss. 28, 29, 31, 32 announce the coming universal 
worship of Yahweh, and a universal statement in vs. 30 is to be expected. 
Universality may indeed be gained by recognizing in the verse two classes 
(individuals or nations), the rich (^STflT) and the poor ("isy ■'H"!'!''), or the 
prosperous and the feeble, or those who are in vigorous life on earth and 
those who have gone down to Sheol. But the expression "133J '^I'TT 
does not mean either "the poor" or "the dead," but rather "those who 
are in process of going down to the dust of death," that is, mortals (cf. 
104:29; Job 7:21; 17:16; Eccles. 3:20). Wellhausen avoids thediflSculty 
by omitting ''l"iV b^ and rendering the second line: "before him bow 
themselves in the dust." But the form of vss. 27, 28 suggests a separate 
subject in this line; an appropriate reading is obtained by changing 
■'DIZJI to ■'D3T23 (so also Briill), which gives the sense: "Him alone shall 
worship all the inhabitants of the earth, before Him shall bow down all 
mortals." The remainder of the verse is a gloss, intended to be an 
explanation of "isy ^l"lV bS , which is taken to mean " the poor." In 
several verses there are third lines that confuse the general couplet 
arrangement. In vs. 24 "fear him all the folk (y"lT) of Israel" is virtu- 
ally a repetition of the preceding "all the folk of Jacob honor Him" — it 
might be an original parallel, but is probably a scribal addition. The 
same thing is true of the unnecessary ending of vs. 25: "when he cried 
to him he heard." Vs. 27c, "may your hearts live forever!" is formally 
and logically indefensible; it appears to be the exclamation of a reader 
whose soul was stirred by the psalmist's picture of the happiness of the 
righteous. In vs. 28 the 'l"iiT"' is unnecessary, and the sufSx in ■]''33b 
must be made third person. The paragraph vss. 27-30 will then read: 
"The pious will see and rejoice, they will praise Yahweh that seek him. 
All the earth will turn to Yahweh, all nations will worship him. For the 
kingdom is Yahweh's, he is ruler of the nations. All dwellers on earth 
will see and worship, all mortals will bow before him." Vss. 31, 32 seem 
to be a later addition. 

Note 3. Psalm 118:27 

nnran n^np ny DTinya an mox ^ib ik;:! nin^ bi<- The 

antiquity of the text is vouched for by the ancient versions, which all 
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follow it literally. All take j!n in the sense of 'festival,' and all except 
Pesh., Aq., and Hex. Syr. understand QTin3> as = ' leafy boughs;' both 
Syr. versions have 'cords' (or 'chains'), and Aq. has 'fat' {irifitX^a-iv), 
which term is explained by a note in S"* to the effect that 'cords' here 
are intestines bound with fat, without dung (an allusion to a sacrifice). 
The rendering 'festival' for ^n yields no satisfactory sense for the second 
half of the verse. The expression 'bind the feast' is unintelligible, and 
the Hebrew cannot here mean 'begin the feast;' the phrase il'U'nb'D "lDl!< 
(I Kings 20:14), cited for the meaning, refers to joining two armies in 
battle — it supposes two things to be joined, and the verb cannot have a 
single thing as its object. Wellhausen translates: "bind the festival 
with ropes," with the remark that the line is " altogether enigmatical." 
And it is decisive for this interpretation of jm that there is no hint of a 
festival in the connection. The psalm appears to represent a body of 
persons (soldiers or others) who, celebrating a recent victory, march to 
the temple to render thanks, and are received and blessed by the priests 
(vs. 26); vs. 27a is apparently the response of the people, and on this 
follows vs. 276, which thus does not refer to a festival. A procession 
there seems to be, and accordingly the sense 'procession' or 'dance' is 
assigned by some scholars to jH ■ But this interpretation does not relieve 
the difficulty: apart from the question whether it is legitimate, it is not 
clear how a procession or a dance can be said, according to Old Testa- 
ment usage of terms, to be 'bound.' Those who so render jH generally 
take D^nsy in the sense of ' leafy boughs,' as in Sept. and Lat., but 
without arriving at a satisfactory sense for the passage. Cheyne (in the 
first edition of his Book of Psalms): "bind the procession [that is, the 
members of the procession] with branches, (step on) to the altar-horns;" 
but a 'procession' cannot be bound, and the supposition that the person- 
ages of a procession were linked together by branches is purely imaginary ; 
nor does it appear why the procession should advance to the horns of the 
altar (surely a diflScult procedure) rather than to the altar simply. This 
interpretation is abandoned by Canon Cheyne in his second edition, where 
he substitutes for the Masoretic text an entirely different verse. The 
objections to Cheyne's first rendering apply also to Duhm's: "bind [or, 
twine] the dance with boughs up to the horns of the altar" (if, he adds, 
the text is correct), and, in part, to Baethgen's suggestion that the mean- 
ing is: "bring the branches to the altar-horns and touch them," the sup- 
position being that the sacred branches communicate sacredness to the 
altar ^ there is no authority for supposing such a ritual procedure. 
Luther, "adorn the festival with thick boughs," and Haupt (in SBOT), 
"decorate the route of the procession with garlands," give an unwan'anted 
meaning to the verb "I05< • As to the word D"'ln3y it occurs in the Old 
Testament only in the sense ' cords ' and ' clouds ' (Ezek. 19 : 11 ; 31 : 3, 10, 14) ; 
but, as there is an adjective TOS 'leafy,' the Sept. rendering may be 
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accepted as possible, the reference being, apparently, to the boughs 
employed in the Sukkot celebration (Lev. 23:40), though these were used< 
not for processions or dances, but to build booths as temporary places of 
abode. With such a sense for D'^fl^y the difficulty remains, however, 
that the term cannot be brought into intelligible connection with the other 
words of the verse. The 'sacrifice' of the English Version represents 
what was up to a few years ago the prevailing rendering of yn in this 
passage. This rendering is based on the paraphrases of early rabbinical 
expositors who wished to secure literal exactness in the sacrificial ritual 
and in biblical references to it. The transitional interpretation appears 
in Targ. Onkelos on Ex. 23:18 where for Heb. "the fat of my ^n " the 
targumist writes, "the fat of the sacrifice of my nC3)" inserting "sacri- 
fice" because the fat was that of the sacrificial animal. The discussion 
of nn in Hag. 106 (with reference to Ex. 12:14; Lev. 23:41; Ex. 23:18) 
is cited in Levy's Neuhebr. u. Ch. Wbch. and Jastrow's Diet. Talmud to 
prove that the word is used in the sense of 'festal offering;' but the con- 
text shows that all that is meant is that a jfl must be accompanied by 
offerings, in illustration of which Ex. 10:25 is quoted, where Moses says 
to Pharaoh: "thou must also give us sacrifices (D'^nni) and holocausts." 
The verb j^n also is used in the Tract Hagiga simply in the sense 'keep 
a feast' : Mishna 1:6, " he who does not keep the festival on the first day 
may keep it on any succeeding day" — it is unnecessary to render, "he 
who does not sacrifice," etc. The Targum on the psalm passage under 
consideration follows the method of Onkelos and expands so as to extract 
a meaning from the text: "bind the lamb for the sacrifice of the festival 
with chains until ye bring it near and apply its blood to the horns of the 
altar." The Targum interpretation was followed by Kimhi and Rashi, 
and later many Christian commentators took jf\ in the sense of ' victim ' 
simply — so Schmid, Ainsworth, J. H. Michaelis, Delitzsch, Hitzig, Ewald, 
Hupfeld, Perowne, and others. It was explained that the animals were 
bound because they were very numerous, and in order that they might 
not get away; it was even suggested that they were raised up on to the 
horns of the altar and sacrificed (though animals were never slain on the 
altar). In support of the meaning ' victim ' for jtt recent writers have 
cited Ex. 23:18 ("the fat of my j,n") and Mai. 2:3 ("the dung of your 
jri's"); but there is no difficulty in regarding the fat and the dung as 
things pertaining to the festival. There is no reason for rendering yn 
by 'festal offering' in any passage.' Nor is there authority for the 
senses 'procession' and 'sacred dance' sometimes given it. The author 
of Ps. 42 associates keeping festival ( J^n ) with joy and thanksgiving, 
and probably alludes to a procession; but these are merely accessories 

9 The word HDD is used in the Old Testament not only of the festival, but also of the 
victim (Ex. 12 : 21 ; Deut. 16 : 2 ; II Chron. 30 : nab ; cf. I Cor. 5:7); but this usage holds only 
for this one feast, and the expression nDBH 'lUniB suggests that ' animal ' or ' victim ' 
may be the original sense of the word. 
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of the 3n. In I Sam. 30:16, where the Amalekites are DTnUI D^bSH 
D"' JjiTl , the "n doubtless means ' having a merry time,' that is, indulging 
in the merriment that was an ordinary feature of a jTt — there is no 
ground for particularizing 'dancing."" For the significations 'proces- 
sion,' 'pilgrim feast,' appeal is made to the Arab, noun ^>-^ which, 

though it is actually used only for pilgrimage to Mecca or Jerusalem, 
meant originally no doubt a journey or resort to a place (particularly a 
shrine or other sacred place), and then came naturally to include the 
ceremonies connected with the cult of the place. Such was probably the 
early use of the word in Hebrew; but in the Old Testament it means 
definitely the ' festival ' as a whole, not particularly any one detail of the 
ceremonies. It may, then, be assumed that in the psalm-verse jm means 
'festival;' that the psalm has nothing to do with a festival; that the verb 
^CS< yields no satisfactory sense in the connection; that the expression 
(IST'jn ■'D"lp IS is unintelligible (except in accounts of the construction 
of altars, of men seeking asylum, and in Am. 3:14 where it is threatened 
that the '7^^ 'p shall be cut off, the horns of the altar are elsewhere 
mentioned only in connection with the ritual application of blood to them, 
the preposition being b?)' The first part of the verse may be a gloss, a 
fragment of the priestly blessing. Num. 6: 25f. ('^''bx VDS Pllln^ "IX"' , 
etc.), suggested by vs. 26; how much of the blessing was inserted it is not 
possible to say — perhaps a couplet. The remainder of the verse seems 
to be a mechanical combination of fragments of several glosses. A scribe 
who supposed the psalm to refer to the Sukkot festival (vs. 25 was later 
used in connection with the festival) may have written 3)1 and perhaps 
DTinyn ( 'y in the sense of 'boughs'). As a sacrifice was taken for 
granted (whether in connection with a festival or as a part of a thanks- 
giving ceremony), another rubric may have referred to the putting of 
blood n3T2n HD^p b? ■ The ^"ID!!^ may possibly be corruption of the 
5^'ffl"' of the priestly blessing, or of 1123? , the technical term for the cele- 
bration of a festival. These rubrics, however they may have arisen, 
appear to have got into the text in the form of a sentence, which, how- 
ever, is unintelligible." 

Note 4. Psalm 40:7-9 

In regard to the translation of this passage it is to be noted that 
nstin (v. 7) must, from the context, be rendered 'sin-offering' and not 
(as in Sept.) 'sin;' that "130 VhyO'2 ''T\'A'2 (vs. 8) does not mean, "I am 
come with [or, I bring] the roll of the book " (De Wette, Ewald, Hitzig, 
Delitzsch), but the '7^3 is to be taken with the following ^"{TQ ; and 
""by mnS means "prescribed to me." The origin of the Sept. reading 

"On the doubtful 13in^ Ps. 107:27, see the lexicoae and commentaries; in any case 
the meaning is not ' dance.' 

II BriggB regards tss. 27 f. as glosses. 
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a-S)fuj. 8e KaTr]pTL<T<ti fjioi. for i^ lT'"llD D''5T>< (vs. 7) is not clear; but, 
whether the crZ/jLa be scribal error for wtio, (which appears in some Sept. 
MSS, and in the other Greek versions), or the clause be a Sept. para- 
phrase, or have passed into the Sept. from the Epistle to the Hebrews 10: 5 
(as Grotius suggests), where it may be held to represent the free mes- 
sianic interpretation of the writer (not a probable supposition) — whatever 
its origin — it does not help the interpretation of the psalm passage or 
call for a change of the Hebrew text. The exegetical difficulties relate 
to the expressions ■'b n^S n^:TN, ^nS3 HDH ■'rn7JS TX, tyb"QZL 
''by Dins "ISO ■ Apart from the strange and improbable use of the stem 
n"l5 in connection with ears (we might substitute nns, npS3, or fib3 )? 
and the 'b D^3T!!t instead of "'DTS^, the clause separates the parallel 
lines of the verse and has no natural connection with the thought of the 
paragraph; the first difficulty may be avoided by transposing the words, 
placing them, for example, after "then I said" (so Olshausen), or substi- 
tuting them for the first line of vs. 8 ( Wellhausen, " mine ears hast thou 
opened by means of the book"). But these changes being made, the 
difficulty remains that in the Old Testament the opening or uncovering 
of the ears comes by a divine voice, not by a book; the psalmist lives in 
a literary period when guidance is received not by prophetic revelation, 
but by a written word. The allusion in ""nS^l nDlTI Tll^U^ Ti< also 
is obscure: the point of time of the T^ is not indicated, the ^tlitl sug- 
gests an unexplained movement, and the ''m'!2ii< a preceding unrecorded 
address. It may be supposed, indeed, that the nbXlC of vs. 7 involves 
an address; but this word is preceded by the negative !><b — God has made 
no demands. The construction in vs. 96 is not clear: the natural sense 
is, "in the book (a duty) is prescribed to me" — a book cannot be pre- 
scribed, only a course of conduct (as in II Kings 22:13); and, further, the 
relation of the remark (concerning a duty prescribed) to the context is 
not clear. Much must be read into the text to get a satisfactory meaning 
from it. Various emendations have been proposed. Graetz in vs. 7 
writes ^b instead of 5<b , D'^S^aiS TK for D"'3TS , Tllll for n^lD , and 
renders, "if thou desiredst .... I would choose fat (beasts), if thou 
demandedst . . . . , then (vs. 8) I would say," etc.; these changes, how- 
ever, are too numerous and violent, and the resultant sense does not com- 
mend itself. Duhm takes ■'n"l7JK TS< to be a corrupt variant of D"jT!!^ 
ri"l5, and translates 76 and the rest of 8: "sin-offering thou hast not 

required — lo, I have read it ("'ri'ljn) in a roll of a book written for me," 
and regards this as a gloss intended to furnish the authority for the 
seemingly radical statement oil a; here also the changes of text-words are 
not probable (on the gloss see below). Briggs reads in 76 ''b tV'\'2 TK > 
and in 8a ^b n"l70i< m> which he connects with the preceding line — 
changes that are phonetically easy, but still leave the course of the thought 
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vague. It seems clear that lb ("ears thou hast digged to me") cannot 
stand in its present place (even as parenthesis), since it separates the two 
lines of the couplet and destroys the rhythmic symmetry (so Olshausen, 
Wellhausen). Vs. 8 also is interruptive; Duhm's suggestion of a gloss 
may relieve the difficulty in part, but unity and clearness are secured 
only by the omission of 76 and 8.'^ Vs. 8 is possibly the corrupt form 
of a marginal protest against la, c: "sacrifice," the glossator may 
be supposed to say, "is nevertheless prescribed in the law."'^ Vs. lb 
would still remain a problem; reversing Duhm's conjecture, it might be 
corrupt doublet of 8a. In any case the thought of the passage is con- 
tained in vss. 7 and 9; the writer may have had in mind Jer. 7:21ff., and 
similar ideas in the prophets; the glossator, on the other hand, would be 
appealing to the ritual law. This does not show that the original psalm- 
ist wrote before the time of Nehemiah, but only that he, like the sages, 
laid no stress on the sacrificial ritual. 

Note 5. Vows in the Psalter 

There are a number of references in the Psalter to vows, all approv- 
ing or sympathetic; the most relate to a favor received, and the vows were 
probably conditional: 22:26, the vows are to be paid because Yahweh has 
heard the cry of his servants; 50:14, the payment of vows is in connec- 
tion with a thank-offering;" 56:13 f., the writer recognizes his obligation 
to pay his vows and make offerings because he has been rescued from 
death; 61:6, 9, God has heard vows and bestowed a blessing, and the 
psalmist sings praise day by day in order to pay his vows; 65:2 f., praise 
and payment of vows is due to God who is a hearer of prayer; 66:13 f., 19, 
the psalmist will pay vows uttered when he was in distress, for God heard 
his prayer; 76:12, vow and pay, for God is terrible; 116:12-18, for bene- 
fits conferred a thank-offering is to be made and vows are to be paid; 
132 : 2, reference to a vow said to have been made by David, to prepare 
an abode for Yahweh, that is, for the ark (there is no mention of this vow 
in our historical books — the reference rests, doubtless, on a current tra- 
dition). In all these cases (the last are, probably, not excepted) there 
was, it seems, the promise of an offering provided a certain request were 
granted. But, though the quid pro quo is of the essence of the vow, it 
is not necessary to suppose that the psalmists' feeling was baldly com- 
mercial; it is probable that, along with the belief that success depended 
on divine intervention, the vow expressed a simple, devout thankfulness. 
Vow-makmg continued among the Jews into the talmudic period (Acts 
18:18; 21:23, and the Tract Nedarim), but with diminishing significance. 

12 Vs. 8 is thrown out by Stade in his paper on Ps. 40 in Oriental. Studien Th. NOldeke 
ffewidrnet, pp. 632 f . 

13 Possibly: " Bat I say, sin-offoring [nXUFI for lnS2 HSn] is prescribed," etc. 

"Invs. 23 Wellhausen's "11-113 DblU , for "^"n QUJ , seems probable. 
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In Prov. 31:2 the vow, with prayer that a son be given, is of the simplest 
sort; the naive, non-moral popular usage is described in Prov. 7:14; the 
text of Prov. 20:25 is in disorder, but the reference s^eems to be the effort 
to avoid payment. Eccles. 5:3 f. is contemptuous of those who delay 
payment; the business-like mode of conducting the affair is indicated by 
the fact that a messenger is sent to collect the amount due. In Ben-Sira 
there is no mention of vows — the sages took little interest in them. And 
though legislation and comment on the practice was continued by Jewish 
scholars till a late period (Maimonides, Yad, and the Sulhan ' Aruk), 
there are indications (as in Ned. 20a, 22a) that it was disliked and dis- 
couraged by some rabbis. It is a survival from an early low stage of 
religion, and tended to fall into disuse in proportion as religion became 
ethically and intellectually clear. 

Note 6. Protest against Sacrifice 

That there was a Jewish movement of indifference to sacrifice down 
to the fall of Jerusalem is clear from the history. It is only necessary 
to recall, in addition to the passages cited above, the broad thought of 
Dan., chap. 9, the failure of the Onias temple to attract the worship of 
the Egyptian Jews (though the superior dignity of the Jerusalem temple 
doubtless contributed to this result), the strict ethical tone of the sages 
mentioned in the Pirke Abot, particularly Antigonos of Soko (whose 
Greek name and his expression "let the fear of Heaven be on you" [cf. 
Dan. 4:23] suggest foreign influence), the attitude of the Essenes, and the 
tone of the greater part of the New Testament, particularly the Sermon on 
the Mount and such spiritualizing conceptions of sacrifice as those of Rom. 
12:1 ; Phil. 2:17. The Jewish movement was part of a general western 
movement that included Greece and Rome, Egypt, and western Asia. 
The recoil from the naive, non-moral popular worship, visible as early as 
Plato, took the form of the establishment of mysteries and new cults like 
those of Isis and Serapis. There was a succession of great moralists, 
Greek and Roman Platonists and Stoics, and a long line of men of noble 
moral character. In Plato, Cleanthes, Seneca, Plutarch and many others 
there are indications of desire for individual religious independence and 
individual union with God. The period, one of extraordinary religious 
excitement and activity and of religious creative power, was marked by 
moral exaltation and by a corresponding elevation of the conception of 
God. It was in this world that the great body of the psalmists lived, 
and it is natural to suppose that they were affected by its tone and its 
ideas. The Jewish movement was, doubtless, as is remarked above, in 
part native, but it was probably stimulated, heightened, and colored by 
the outside influences. The Jews were far from being intellectually 
isolated. They mixed freely, as the narratives of Josephus and I Mac- 
cabees show, with Persians, Greeks, and Romans; and the intellectual 
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and religious influence thence resulting is visible in such books as 
Proverbs, Koheleth, Wisdom of Solomon, Tobit, and Enoch, as well as 
in Philo and the New Testament. There was then a meeting and partial 
amalgamation of all the elements of the western world. 

§2 
The Jews formulated a noteworthy conception of law — not of 
natural law, but of social and religious law, supernaturally given, 
infallible and eternal. In contrast with the theory of a world 
governed by immutable natural or physical forces, they conceived 
a society resting on rules that supplied all the material of life. 
This view is expressed more or less distinctly in a number of 
passages in the Psalter: 12:7; 19:8ff.; 25:4ff.; 26:3; 37:31; 
94:10,12; 111:7 f.; 119. The striking characteristic of this 
law, as the psalmists and other Jews thought of it, is that it is 
external to man, given from without and imposed on life by non- 
human authority. It is true, of course, that the details of the 
code were the product of Jewish experience; but they were held 
to have been given directly by God, and in that fact lay their 
special value to pious Jews. The law took the place of the old 
spontaneous utterances of the prophets, and, to a great extent, of 
the sacrificial ritual; in Ps. 119 it is almost personified, and 
appears to take the place of God himself in the affection and 
reverence of the writer. This change in the religious attitude 
rested on a justifiable instinct. The prophets were not seldom 
creatures of impulse, and their utterances were sometimes called 
forth by ill-understood circumstances. The sacrificial ritual was a 
ceremony that did not take hold of the daily life of man. Society, 
to be well ordered, required an organic law, dictated by wisdom, 
fixed once for all, competent to guide men in the doubtful and 
dangerous experiences of life. All civil or social law is in a 
certain sense based on external authority ; the peculiarity of the 
Jewish view was that the authority was regarded as divine. The 
law was external, not only in its source, but also in its material; 
it dealt with the visible actions only, not concerning itself with 
motives and feelings; the command of the Decalogue against 
coveting refers not to mere desire, but to desire that it is intended 
to realize in action. 
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In the Psalter this conception of externality in its double 
sense, is modified and in part neutralized by the distinct attribu- 
tion of moral purity to the law (as in Ps. 19) and by the appeal 
to man's own sense of its perfection. A pivotal term in Ps. 119 
is "knowledge." Knowledge is said to be necessary in order 
that the law may" be comprehended, and it is the law that is repre- 
sented as giving insight. The psalmist turns unconsciously from 
the outward authority to the inward, and becomes himself the 
judge of the excellence of the law; his "knowledge" is substan- 
tially identical with the "wisdom" of Proverbs, though it is not 
formally applied, like the "wisdom" of Proverbs, to all the 
affairs of life; it rather represents the beginning of the move- 
ment that culminated in the Hokma literature. This movement 
stands isolated in the Jewish development — it is equally remote 
from the early life of public worship and ceremonial obedience 
and from the later rabbinical science. After the first century 
B. 0. it passes out of existence — the current of Jewish thought 
went in a different direction. The exaltation of knowledge was 
not a pure Jewish product — it must be referred in part to foreign 
influence, perhaps Persian,'^ but probably mainly Greek. It is 
not surprising that some of the writers of our psalms should be 
affected by the Persian and Greek worlds in which they lived. 
The reason for the reception of such a production as Ps. 119 into 
the collection of psalms is probably to be found, not in the sup- 
position that it was written for synagogue worship, but in its 
national tone. It glorifies the national law, and it alludes to 
experiences of trial and rescue, which, if individual, befell the 
man as a member of the nation. Of the services in the syna- 
gogues of the pre-Christian time we have no information except 
what is suggested by the name vpocrevxi] given to an Egyptian 
synagogue in a Greek inscription of the second century b. o. 
From this and from Luke 4:16 ff. it may be inferred that the 
exercises consisted in prayer and reading from the Scriptures, 
that is, the Tora and the Prophets; the poetical books were cer- 
tainly not canonized before the second century b. o. (probably 

'5 See note 7, p. 19. 

"See Grenfell, Hunt and Smyly, The Tebtunis Papyri, I, No. 86, 11. 18, 29. 
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not before the first century), and it is not likely that singing or 
chanting hymns formed part of the exercises in a irpoaevxn- 

While there was no scientific recognition of natural law among 
the Jews of the pre-Christian period, there are traces in the 
Psalter of a half-scientific curiosity respecting the physical world 
and the life of beasts and men. Without laying undue stress on 
the description in Pss. 19 (the sun traversing the sky, like a bride- 
groom issuing from his chamber or a strong man joyously entering 
on a race), 29 (the passage of a thunder-storm over Palestine)," 
104 (the habits of terrestrial and marine beasts), 107:23-30 
(the experiences of mariners), we may feel that the writers, in 
their framework in praise to God, yet lose themselves in admira- 
tion of the phenomena described. A comparison of Ps. 8:4—9 
with Gen. 1:28 and Job 7:17 f. (of. IV Ezr. 8:34) is instructive. 
The passage in Genesis is the mere statement of a fact of expe- 
rience — man's dominion over the lower animals; Job asks with 
bitter or scornful skepticism, why the supreme deity should 
occupy himself with so insignificant a being as man ; the psalmist, 
reflecting on man's twofold position — his smallness and weakness 
in comparison with the great heavenly bodies, and his lordship 
over all other terrestrial creatures — appears to have in mind a 
problem; he is neither scornful nor a mere chronicler, but seeks 
to understand the significance of man's place in the universe.^' Ps. 
139, in addition to its noteworthy formulation of the conception 
of God's omnipresence and his acquaintance with men's thoughts, 
shows a peculiar interest in the formation of the human body in 
the womb (vss. 13-16) — a physiological inquiry similar to that 
of Job 10:8-11 and more detailed than that of Eccles. 11:5. The 
Hebrew text is unfortunately in bad condition, so that the whole 
thought of the passage cannot be recovered, but the writer's 
approach to scientific curiosity is apparent.'" Such reflections as 
appear in these psalms (8 and 139), though their application is 
religious, betray a mundane interest in man, and suggest that 
more lay in the minds of the writers than is visible in the text. 
They may be referred to the general progress of Jewish thought 
at a time when their world was full of intellectual excitement. In 

17 See note 8, p. 20. 18 See note 9, p. 21. 19 See note 10, p. 22. 



Crawford Howell Toy 19 

Ecclesiastes the allusion to the embryo is intended to illustrate 
human ignorance — in the psalm it is made the occasion of 
devout wonder, and thus acquires liturgical value. 

NOTES 

Note 7. Persian Religious Infldenoe 

The traces of Persian influence in the later Jewish angelology and 
demonology, and also in the formulation of the doctrine of resurrection, 
are unmistakable. For the earlier period (the fifth, fourth, and third 
centuries b. a.) the fact of such influence is less certain. It is not quite 
clear what the Persian religious thought of that time was. But, assum- 
ing that the ideas now found in the Gathas were then current, it is obvi- 
ous that there are noteworthy resemblances between them and certain 
ideas of the Old Testament Psalter. Thus, the Gathas have the contrast 
of righteous and wicked (Yasna 31:17; al.), and the righteous body 
appears substantially as a church, which is spoken of in the reverent and 
affectionate tone that is common in the Psalter. Both works portray 
national struggle, and deplore national suffering: the yasnas represent a 
conflict between an agricultural population and a nomadic, and lament 
the loss of kine; the psalms speak less definitely of deprivations and 
oppressions. In both the human qualities insisted on are piety and obe- 
dience, and these are held to bring happiness. In both it is sometimes 
hard to distinguish a moral element in the lamentations; in many cases 
the "righteousness" of the Gathas seems to be wholly or partly ritual. 
Ahura Mazda guides and blesses by his righteousness, goodness, and 
power, and by his spirit; his religion is called the Truth, as against the 
Lie of the enemy. The "wisdom" of the Gathas is enlightenment that 
guides men in the affairs of life (Yasna 31:22; 32:9; 48:3, 5, 11; al.) — it 
is based on and directed by the divine law, and so far corresponds to the 
"understanding" of certain psalms, especially Ps. 119, and to the "wis- 
dom" of Prov., chaps. 1-7, etc. There is no trace in the Gathas of the 
personified cosmogonic Wisdom — no one of the Amesha Spentas has such 
a rSle. It would seem, therefore, that the conception of wisdom in Prov. 
8 : 22-31 and Wisdom of Solomon cannot have come from Persian sources, 
and this fact throws doubt on the existence of specific Persian influence 
in the earlier conception of wisdom in the Psalter. Probably the most 
that can be said is that the Jewish idea grew up naturally in the Persian- 
Greek intellectual atmosphere in which the Jews lived. It may be 
added that the ameretat of the Gathas, supposing it to signify ethical 
immortality, marks an important difference between them and the psalms 
— in the latter there is no statement of immortality. The passages com- 
monly relied on in Ps. 49 and 73 to prove the existence of this idea are 
not decisive. In Ps. 49:16, if the verse be genuine (by some it is rejected 
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as a gloss), the expressions ""iflSi mS"' UTlbiH and "D blitTlJ 1"^ 
■'inp^ do not signify in the Psalter life after death; see Pss. 18:5ff.; 
30:4; 33:18 f.; 86:13; 88:4, 7 (cf. Prov. 23:14), where similar terms are 
used to express rescue from physical death on earth, and this interpreta- 
tion of 49:16 accords with the context. So also the course of thought in 
Ps. 73 points to such rescue in vs. 24: ijnpn 1135 "l)^^^1 ■'DnDn "niK'n 
— the psalm is an exposition of the precariousness of the earthly life and 
ambitions of the wicked, and of the folly of envying these persons — for 
himself the psalmist expects a different lot on earth (vss. 25-28). The 
first clause of vs. 24iB explained by the preceding verse: ~p2'$ T/JlH "'ji^l 
T^"* T'^ riTHK , where the reference is to this life. The second clause, 
according to the poetic usage, naturally has a similar reference, but the 
text is in disorder. The TQ5 cannot well mean glory on earth or glory 
in heaven. Graetz and Wellhausen propose "'jnpn T'^ n''"insl(Graetz: 
perhaps "'JpTJin), to which an objection is that the resultant sense is 
the same as that of vs. 236, and the expression "takest me after thee" is 
strange. Duhm thinks that TOb is a technical term for the translation 
of a man to heaven or to paradise (Gen. 5:24; II Kings 2:9f.); it is 
employed, however, in Ps. 18:17 to express rescue from deadly peril. 
The ■'D^bl ■'IKIU nb!3 of vs. 26 does not necessarily signify death — it 
may mean only great distress; cf.Pss. 31:11; 39:11; 90:7; 119:81. The 
parallelism of 73:23-26 with 16:7-11 is obvious: both begin with a refer- 
ence to divine guidance in earthly life, and end with expressions of the 
conviction that God will not abandon his servants to death (that is, pre- 
mature or unhappy earthly death); the ■'Sron "in^y^ of 78:24 coiTe- 
sponds to the •^'i^S.T ■ ■ '^^Tr of 16:7; vs. 246, ''Dnpn "nnS TlHi^, 
may be a corrupt fusion of two readings T^^ HTHXI and •'Dnpn T'H) 
both taken from vs. 236. The omission of vs. 24 would not impair the 
thought of the passage, would rather make it clearer: "I am always with 
thee — thou holdest my hand; I have no helper but thee in heaven or on 
earth — though I be reduced to extremity, God is my strength always; 
those that are far from thee perish, but I draw near to thee." 

Note 8. Psalm 29 

The description of the thunderstorm is contained in vss. 2-10 (or, as 
some hold, in vss. 2-9). Vss. 1 and 2 are a liturgical formula (cf. 96:7 f.) 
and vs. 11 is liturgical ending. With Briggs I omit 36 (as a gloss explain- 
ing that the voice of Yahweh is thunder, and as destroying the couplet 
symmetry) and, with many critics, insert blp before tTitT' in 3c. In vs. 56 
I omit tTlTT as a rhythmically undesirable scribal explicitum. In vs. 6, 
with all recent critics, the suffix is to be omitted, and the first half of the 
verse made to end with "1133^ • Vs. 7 is defective (so Olshausen, ai.); 
most commentators complete it by adding a noun in the first half and a 
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verb in the second half. Briggs omits it as interrupting the thought, but 
it is not probable that a scribe would insert an independent sentence that 
is not of the nature of an explanatory gloss. The tTiTT of 8b is better 
omitted, in accordance with the norm of the couplets, as explicitum. It 
seems necessary in vs. 9a, in order to maintain the reference to inanimate 
nature, to point Pllb'^H instead of fllb^X (so Lowth, Cheyne, Duhm, 
Briggs, al.) and in 9&, with Briggs, to substitute niiT' bip for 1 , for 
the sake of the meter. Vs. 9c stands isolated — it has no natural connec- 
tion with the preceding or the following context; the ibi has no ante- 
cedent — it cannot well refer to the objects just enumerated, and the bSTl 
must mean the celestial palace of Yahweh. It may be a misplaced gloss 
on vss. 1, 2, and is here better omitted (so Briggs). The blU13 of vs. 10 
has defied all attempts at explanation; an allusion to Noah's flood is out 
of the question, since it would be here irrelevant, and the picture of Yah- 
weh sitting on the celestial ocean (if blS^J could be so used, which is 
improbable, if not impossible) would be contrary to Old Testament 
usage and somewhat grotesque; nor can the blHS mean the storm just 
described, in which there is wind, thunder, and lightning, but no flood. 
The text appears to be corrupt, and Ps. 9:5 suggests the reading niH"' 
Dlfl^ 1SD5 by ; in the second half TV)TV may be omitted. It is a ques- 
tion whether the verse should be assigned to the body of the psalm or to 
the liturgical ending; but, as it lacks the ejaculatory and petitionary tone 
proper to such ending, it seems better to make it part of the description; 
the poet may be supposed to conclude his picture of Yahweh's power with 
the general statement that he sits on his throne as king forever. The 
psalm proper will then consist of eight couplets, to which an ascription 
of praise has been prefixed and a liturgical sentence appended. 

Note 9. Psalm 8 

The original psalm consists of vss. 4-9. Vss. 2 and 10 are current 
expressions, liturgical introduction and conclusion. Vs. 3 bears no rela- 
tion to the thought of the psalm (which is reflection on the manifestation 
of Yahweh's power in the heavenly bodies, and on man's remarkable 
position in the world), is rhythmically loose, almost prose, and interrupts 
the rhythmical structure of the psalm. It is an allusion to national for- 
tunes that might be appropriate in Ps. 44, where the expression ^3353 
Dpintn 3"'15^ occurs (vs. 17), but is here out of place. The allusion in 
the first clause is obscure to us : the D'^bbl!!' and D'^pD'T' may be meant 
figuratively — there is, perhaps, a reference to some historical fact (mili- 
tary or similar occurrence), not mentioned elsewhere, when a great salva- 
tion was wrought by feeble means. The verse appears to have been 
inserted by an editor or a scribe who thought that the psalm should 
not be left without a national coloring. 
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Note 10. Psalm 139:13-16 

The text of this paragraph is in such condition that it is impossible 
to recover its full meaning, but some emendations may be suggested. 
On account of the initial ^i of vs. 13 it seems better to follow Hitzig in 
transposing 13 and 14 (so Duhm, al). In vs. 14 the Tl^bSS ^'1^^113 
appears to be a gloss in explanation of the following D^KPSS ; the form 
Tl^bSi is suspicious (ffiB omits the final "'). Vs. 15 has three clauses, of 
which the third seems to be a gloss on the second. The expression 
y^X niTinm Tl/Jp1 has received several explanations, none of which 
is satisfactory. A reference to the pre-existence of souls is excluded 
by the fact that it is not the soul but the body that is here spoken of; 
cf. Wisd. Sol. 8:20, where it is said that the pre-existent soul came into 
a body fitted to receive it. The supposition that the secret workshop in 
which the body is constructed (the womb) is here figuratively called 
Sheol, the dark and mysterious depths of the earth (Perowne, Cheyne, 
with references to Aesch., Eumen. 665, iv a-KOToitn vrjSvo's Ttdpafji.iJ.ivq, and 
Koran 39:8, "he created you .... in the wombs of your mothers .... 
in three darknesses") hardly does justice to the words — there is no sug- 
gestion of a figure here, and the fact that the womb is described as dark 
would not account for the definite statement of the text. Nor does it 
seem allowable to suppose an allusion to the earth, out of which Adam 
was formed, as the mother and womb of man; and the reference here is 
not to the "earth," but to the "depths of the earth," which elsewhere in 
the Old Testament means "Sheol" (Ezek. 26: 20; 31: 14, 16, 18; 32: 18, 24; 
Isa. 44:23; Ps. 63: 10, cf. Deut. 32: 22; Ps. 86: 13; 88: 7). Evidence that 
the womb is imaginatively identified with the earth or with Sheol is 
supposed to be found in Job 1:21: "naked I came forth from my 
mother's womb and naked I shall return thither." But it is doubtful 
whether the two passages are parallel. Job 1:21 is admittedly obscure 
and dilBcult. On the face of it the "thither" refers to the "mother's 
womb." If this last expression be taken literally, such a reference in 
the "thither" is impossible. If it be held to mean "mother earth," then 
the "thither" refers to the earth and not to Sheol (and therefore does 
not explain the psalm passage in question); if "thither" refers to Sheol 
(as, from the usage of the Book of Job, it must do), then, since "womb" 
cannot be Sheol, there must be a leap of imagination between the be- 
ginning of the sentence and its end — the "mother's womb" is most 
naturally to be taken in its literal sense. Job may use the word " thither" 
loosely, not so much to describe a condition similar to that which pre- 
ceded life (Davidson) as to point to the future abode of all men (Budde); 
he would say: "Naked I was born, naked I shall return to where all 
men rest after death" — the curtness of the expression being intelligible 
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in an epigrammatic utterance like his.^" In the psalm, on the other hand, 
in a quasi-scientific account of the formation of the embryo, it is explicitly 
stated that it was shaped in Sheol — an impossible conception. Nor is 
much gained by inserting 5 and reading "as [=as it were] in Sheol" 
(Perowne, Duhm), for the naturalness of the comparison in this con- 
nection is not obvious. The clause is best treated as a scribal insertion, 
and an explanation of how the insertion came to be made may be found 
in Isa. 45 : 19, where the expression " in secret " is parallel to " in the 
land of darkness," that is, "in Sheol;" a scribe familiar with this passage 
or with this sense of the words "in secret" may have written on the 
margin of the psalm-verse what he thought to be its synonym. As is 
remarked above, the psalm formulates distinctly for the first time in the 
Old Testament the ideas of Yahweh's absolute omnipresence (including 
his control of the dwellers in Sheol) and his immediate knowledge of 
men's thoughts. In earlier Old Testament writings Yahweh's special 
abode is his temple; he is not thought of as being in Sheol (Isa. 38: 18 — 
4A:2S is hardly an exception); and he deals with deeds, infers motives 
from acts (Gen. 6:5), and communicates his will by words, or changes 
men's spirits (Ezek. 36: 26), sometimes by the infusion of his own spirit 
(Ps. 51: 12b). The reason for the complete absence of relations between 
Yahweh and Sheol in the greater part of the Old Testament is not clear. 
With a few exceptions, Sheol is mentioned only as the abode of the 
dead. Yahweh may cause the earth to open and swallow men up (Num. 
16:30) — these then go down to Sheol, but he has nothing more to do 
with them. His anger may kindle a fire that will bum to the subter- 
ranean Sheol and set on fire the foundations of the mountains (Deut. 
82:22), but he himself does not enter the underworld. To ransom one 
from the hand of Sheol (Hos. 13:14, al.) is to rescue him from earthly 
death. Even when Sheol shouts for joy, along with the heavens and the 
earth, at the redemption of Israel (Isa. 44: 23), Yahweh is not concerned 
with the life below, though here we must recognize a step toward the 
larger view. According to Am. 9: 2, Yahweh's power reaches to Sheol — 
he is able to take men thence; this statement occtns in a passage that is 
probably late, since the next verse makes mention of the mythical marine 
dragon, and these mythical figures appear only in late parts of the Old 
Testament (see note 12). The first hint of a friendly social interest in 
Sheol on Yahweh's part is given in Job 14: 13, where, however, it is put 
as a bare possibility: "Oh that thou wouldest hide me in Sheol .... 
wouldest appoint me a set time and remember me!" Ps. 139 goes 
beyond all other Old Testament utterances in its distinct statement that 
Yahweh is in Sheol as he is in heaven. The constantly broadening con- 
ception of his rule forced this psalmist to the conclusion that he was as 

20Cf. Ben-Sira 40:1, where the antithesis "mother's womb" and "mother of all 
things" is expressed clearly. 
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really in the underworld as he was on earth; and this conclusion was 
doubtless a preparation for the introduction of a moral element into the 
future life such as appears in Enoch and Wisdom of Solomon. The 
absence of Yahweh from Sheol in the earlier Hebrew literature leaves 
the lower world without a divine head. The presence of a well-defined 
god in the Babylonian iinderworld might suggest that the Hebrew cos- 
mological scheme once included such a deity, and that he has been 
effaced from the existing records by the late monotheistic editors. It is 
in favor of this view that, not to mention Hindus, Greeks, and Romans, 
even barbarous and half -civilized peoples, such as the Pijians and the 
Maoris, when they have constructed a tolerably well-organized hades, 
provide it with a divine ruler, as, indeed, it seems natural that a people 
possessed of gods should have a god for every place. On the other 
hand, we know too little of the early theological history of the Semitic 
Canaanites and North Arabians to hazard an opinion on their attitude 
toward the life after death and their conception of hades ; and it seems 
unlikely that, if there had been a Hebrew god of the underworld, there 
should not have stirvived some mention of him or allusion to him in the 
Old Testament. There is no such mention or allusion: the proposed 
identification of the by^b^ of Ps. 18:5 (parallel to ri153 and bmUJ) with 
the Babylonian Belili, or Belilitum, a goddess of the underworld, is pre- 
carious and imnecessary; bybs* as = ' ruin,' gives a good sense, and in 
any case it must mean 'Sheol' and not 'the god of Sheol.' 

§3 
The view, held by the psalmists in common with the prophets, 
that the world was governed in the interests of the Israelite 
people, might seem to make a rational system of ethics impos- 
sible — it is not only unscientifically narrow, it also makes the 
divine governor of the world unjust. Nor is it the whole Jewish 
nation that the Psalter regards as the center of the world — -it is 
only a part of it, called "righteous" in distinction from another 
part called "wicked;" the term "wicked," it is true, sometimes 
refers to non-Jews, but in a number of passages it designates 
those Israelites who are held by the writer to be disloyal to the 
national faith. The terms p^i:2 , n^DH , yiD"! are often simply 
party-names, and therefore they have in themselves no moral 
content. A T'CH or p''Tl, maintaining his allegiance to the 
national law, may be ethically bad ; a yu3"l , sympathizing with 
foreign thought, or a personal enemy of the psalmist, may be 
ethically good. The accounts that we have of the "wicked" come 
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chiefly from the opposing party, and must be taken cautiously." 
Nor is the optimism of the Psalter in itself ethical. It is ulti- 
mately a healthy and frank, though narrow, confidence in the 
national destiny; as the prophets regarded their convictions of 
right as the voice of God speaking in them, so prophets and 
psalmists regarded their confidence in the national future as a 
divine promise. This was healthy in so far as confidence in self 
is an element of success; it becomes a misfortune when it engen- 
ders fatuous hope and supineness, but into this pit the psalmists 
and Jewish people generally did not fall — they never ceased to 
struggle. Their trust in God tended to give them calmness and 
happiness, and had the important ethical result that suffering was 
interpreted as disciplinary. If the ethical theory of the Psalter 
is thus somewhat confused, there is visible in the book, on the 
other hand, the feeling that human destiny is determined by 
conduct (so in all confessions of sin, individual and national), 
and this remains as a fundamental ethical principle, though its 
particular applications are sometimes marred by narrow nation- 
alism and party feeling. At the bottom of lamentations and 
rejoicings lies an unformulated conviction that the constitution 
and course of things is on the side of virtue; that is, in the lan- 
guage of religion, that God favors and maintains what is right 
and good; and this belief has ethical value (since it holds up 
the right as an ideal) apart from the question whether the con- 
ception of the good is always pure. If the question be asked 
whether a psalmist conceives of God as a good being, a distinction 
must be made between his acceptance of his idea of good as a 
necessary quality of the supreme deity, and his definition of good. 
As to the first point, there is no hint (none, for example, in 51:6) 
that God is regarded in the Psalter otherwise than as perfectly 
just and good — there is no such skepticism as appears in Job and 
Koheleth. The thought of the book (as is natural in a liturgical 
collection) lies outside of that spirit of philosophical inquiry that 
existed in the Jewish world for several centuries. To the psalm- 
ists Yahweh is sometimes hard to understand, but there is no 
doubt of his ethical perfection. As to the second point, the moral 

21 See note 11, p. 27. 
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code of the Psalter is in general the current one of the time. 
Omitting its hatred of enemies (to which attention is called in 
Matt. 5:43), it recognizes the ordinary social virtues (as in Pss. 
15, 24). There is perhaps a hint of a finer feeling in 35:13f. 
(sympathy with persons who afterward proved to be enemies), 
but the situation alluded to is not clear. There is no injunction 
to be kind to enemies, such as is found in Prov. 24:17; 25:21 f., 
nor any prohibition of retaliation like that in Prov. 24 : 29 ; Tobit 
4:15; the commands to rescue an enemy's ox or ass (Ex. 23:4 f.) 
and to love one's fellow-countryman as one's self (Lev. 19:18) are 
doubtless taken for granted. The non-moral side of sacrifice 
is rejected. Man is assumed to be a free agent, but there is no 
recognition of temptation and moral struggle; he stands in direct 
relation with God — Satan is not mentioned, and there is no 
intermediary between God and man. 

The question whether the doctrine of original sin and total 
depravity is found in the Psalter is of no great importance for 
its ethical attitude. Only one passage (51:7) has been supposed 
to contain this idea, and it, standing alone, does not affect the 
general position ; it is immaterial whether the speaker in the psalm 
is an individual or the nation, but the phraseology of vs. 7 points 
naturally to an individual. The majority of modern scholars hold 
properly that the verse does not contain the notion of innate sin- 
fulness, but merely (like 58:4; Jer. 17:9, and the story in Gen., 
chap. 3) regards man (every individual or the nation) as weak 
and liable to go astray. The view that generation is sinful is not 
Hebraic (Gen. 1:28; Pss. 127, 128); the law of Lev., chap. 12, 
is the survival of a tabu custom of savage times (in which birth 
is regarded as something mysterious and dangerous), and the 
prescription of a sin-offering treats the woman as the sanctuary 
and the altar are treated in Ezek. 45:18 f.; Lev. 16:16, 18. The 
^2"' of the Old Testament, described as SI , is simply bad thought, 
regarded as leading to bad action; there is no trace of the half- 
personification of Ben-Sira 37:3 and the later Judaism. Nor is 
it clear that the conception of inherited qualities is to be found 
in Ps. 51:7 or elsewhere in the Old Testament. It is probable 
rather that the phenomena of life were observed every one for 
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itself, without any attempt to construct a theory of derivation and 
perpetuation through birth; of such a theory there is no trace. 
Nor is predestination to be found in 51:6: "against thee, thee 
only, have I sinned." The words express the speaker's conviction 
(be he Israel or an individual) that he has been blameless toward 
man, but has sinned against God; the nature of his sin is not 
indicated, but probably it was somehow connected with the non- 
observance of the national law, that is, with disloyalty to the 
national Grod.^^ The verse is therefore regarded by Olshausen and 
others as pointing to Israel as the speaker; this interpretation is 
possible, and gives a good sense, yet the words and those of vs. 15 
("I will teach transgressors thy ways") may well have been 
uttered by an individual who shared the experiences and the ideals 
of the nation. The antithesis of natural and supernatural is 

not peculiar to the Psalter — it is found throughout the Old Tes- 
tament and in all religions except Buddhism; its bearing on the 
creation of a rational system of ethics cannot be discussed here, 
but it may be remarked that, though it may dim the conception 
of the natural moral life, it does not in the Psalter wholly destroy 
it; cf. 15; 24:4; 50:18-20; 119, and also 144:12-15. 

NOTES 

Note 11. D'^p'^nS, D"'TCr!, D^^JJI 
While many psalms reveal a conflict between the D^p'^HS and the 
D^yiD"!) and the antagonism may be partly one of ideas, there is not 
satisfactory evidence in the Psalter that the D"'3'123"l stand for specific 
Greek skeptical and theosophical opinions and practices. Friedlander 
goes beyond the record in discovering in the Psalter a polemic against 
literal atheism and cosmogonic mysteries ;^^ the collision between the 
"pious" and the "wicked," he says, was a struggle of the national par- 
ticularistic piety against the new spirit that was forcing its way in and 
threatened to do away with the traditional simple piety, to gentilize 
the masses, and to destroy the Jewish nationality — a struggle of the 
piety of hiunility against the intellectual arrogance that dared to philoso- 
phize about God and his ways. Now, it is true that at the time of the 
Maccabean uprising, and before and after that time, there was a hellen- 
izing movement among the Jews: Greek customs were widely adopted, 

22The expression Tl'''07 ^^2'^y2 7"in makes it less possible that the sin referred to 
is one inadvertence or merely the cherishing of pride or other sinful feeling. 
23 In his Griechische Philosophie im Alien Testavient, pp. 40-50. 
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and certain Greek ideas were accepted. But, according to our records, 
the modification of religious doctrine did not go beyond a certain point. 
Job and Koheleth doubt whether there is a moral government of the 
world, and advance toward a naturalistic conception of life, but both 
maintain the theistic point of view and are silent respecting esoteric 
religious teachings; and Ague's sarcasm (Prov. 30:2-4) is directed, not 
against a theistic belief, but against those theologians (not mystagogues, 
but practical Jewish teachers) who professed to be intimately acquainted 
with God's designs and methods of procedure. It is conceivable, of 
course, that speculative atheism and gnosticism existed among the Jews 
as early as the second century e.g.; but, if so, the circle holding such 
views appears to have been too small to call forth a protest from the 
orthodox leaders.^* The atheism referred to in the Psalter is a quasi- 
Epicurean feeling that God does not concern himself with human affairs 
— it is allied to the skepticism of Job and Koheleth, though ethically 
different from it: the yjj") of Ps. 10 who says to himself that there is 
no God (vs: 4) says also that God has forgotten to look into his deeds 
(vs. 11); the b^D of Ps. 14 (and B3) is a man who acts as if there were 
no God to call him to account; these persons are like those of Mai. 3:14 
who thought there was no profit in being good. Nor does the polemic 
in the Psalter against the "proud" refer to the arrogance of philosophical 
speculation. The insolence that speaks "great things'' (Ps. 12:4) shows 
itself in oppression of the poor (vs. 6); the arrogant of Ps. 75:4-7 are 
those who fancy that their power resides in themselves without regard 
to man or God; and whatever the Hlblj and Dli^bSS with which the 
author of Ps. 131 declines to occupy himself, the concluding exhortation, 
" Oh Israel, hope in Yahweh," points rather to social and political than 
to philosophical difficulties. The Job passages cited by Friedlander are 
to be understood in a similar way: the y'jUl of 15:20-35 who stretches 
out his hand against God and defies the Almighty (vs. 25) is an yiy 
who conceives mischief and brings forth iniquity; the picture in Job, 
chap. 21 and 22:13-17 is like that in Ps. 10, of prosperous and vmscrupu- 
lous wicked men, and their bidding adieu to God with the conviction 
that there is no profit in serving him (21:14f.; 22:17) is moral reckless- 
ness and not speculative atheism. Friedlander finds the key to all these 
passages in Ben-Sira 3:17-25, in which men are warned not to seek things 
too high and too hard for them, not to occupy themselves with mysteries. 
In vs. 19 (found in X '■ » , but not in B) the Greek has fjLva-Tijpux., and the 
Heb. 'n'lO ilbj^ D^IDyb ; in vs. 22: oi yap e'o-TtV crot XP"'°- ''■'"'' K/avTrriov; 
fllinODU pCy ■]b ■■'i<1 • The meaning of these Hebrew terms is fixed 
in Old Testament usage (which Ben-Sira, as a rule, follows): TiD , used 
of God, in his intimate, friendly association, which involves his favor 

2* A reference in the Psalter to the Essenes is not probable ; for, whatever their creed, 
they were not atheistical, and were in general loyal to the Jewish faith. 
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(Job 29:4 f.; Ps. 25:14; Prov. 3:32); minoi are his secret designs as 
contrasted with his announced commands (Deut. 29:28; cf. Prov. 25:2). 
His "secret" is revealed to the pious (vs. 19); as to the hidden things 
not revealed by God, it is well not to concern one's self with them, but 
(vs. 22) to do what is commanded. The author appears to be dealing 
with conduct, not with creed — he concludes the paragraph with a refer- 
ence to the sorrows of a stubborn spuit. Since these verses inculcate 
humble obedience, the adjoining verses are probably to be interpreted 
in accordance with this sense. Vss. 23 f.: "do not concern yourself with 
what is beyond you ^ you have been shown what is too great for you [or 
what is above human understanding, or (Friedlander) too many matters 
of human wisdom] — many men are led astray by their own vain opin- 
ions," may, certainly, be supposed to refer to some sort of non-Jewish 
theosophic doctrine; but it is equally possible (as also the context sug- 
gests) to see in them a reference to an emancipated point of view that led 
a Jew to discard his national customs and adopt foreign ways and ideas. 
Among these (as was the case in the Greek period) may well have been 
some philosophical notions concerning the divine — not atheistic or eso- 
teric — but freer than Jewish orthodoxy permitted, and also customs 
repugnant to Jewish conservative ideas of decency. But, whatever for- 
eign conceptions may be alluded to in this passage, it is not permissible 
to deduce from it a definition of the yuj"! in general, and particularly 
it is not permissible to carry over such a definition into the Psalter in 
the face of the evidence in the psalms themselves. There the D''3'123"l 
are regarded simply as the social or political enemies of the true Jewish 
people or of individual D"'T'Cfl • 

§4 
The well-accredited native Israelite myths of the Old Testament 
(excluding the demons, deities, and heroes of the popular faith) are 
all genealogical, and are regarded by the Old Testament writers 
as representing real historical persons and events. Jacob and his 
sons are as real to the psalmist as Moses and David, and belong 
to the current construction of the national history. The same 
thing is true of the foreign myths in (jren., chaps. 1-11; these 
were sanctioned by long-established opinion, and have become 
thoroughly Hebraized. The case may be supposed to be different 
with the dragon figures Kahab and Leviathan that appear in Job 
and Isaiah and in the Psalter (74:13 f.; 89:11, a'nd possibly 
104:26). These came in comparatively late (they do not appear 
before the sixth century^^) and differ from the native mythical 

25Seenotel2, p. 33. 
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figures in being cosmogonic. It is, perhaps, not possible to deter- 
mine whether or not they are regarded by the psalmists as histori- 
cally real. It is possible that they are employed in the way of 
literary allusion, as Ezek. 32:2 may perhaps be understood. Yet 
the way in which they are introduced makes on the reader the 
impression that they are considered as historical. In Ps. 74, for 
example (where the context shows that the reference is not to the 
exodus but to a cosmogonic event), the crushing of dragons (and 
leviathan) is spoken of along with the establishment of day and 
night and the seasons as the work of God, and in 89:11 the break- 
ing-up of Rahab is put in the same category with the creation of 
heaven and earth. Nor is there anything in the Hebrew thought 
of the time to make a realistic conception of such events by the 
psalmists improbable. The mysterious remote past offered room 
for strange beings and histories, no natural history of creation 
was known, and the best current view of Yahweh did not exclude 
other powers in the extra-human world. Probably the psalmists 
held the cosmogonic dragons to be a part of the history of the 
beginning of things, and wove them into their conception of the 
activity of the God of Israel. They are introduced simply to 
illustrate his power: they were his enemies and he destroyed them. 
No moral quality is ascribed to them, and there is no symbolic 
interpretation of the stories nor any recognition of their poetical 
character. They are treated baldly as historical facts, and have 
no moral or religious or poetic value. In Ps. 91:6 (and pos- 
sibly in vs. 5) there seems to be reference to demons of darkness 
and noon ; it is not clear whether these are native, but, native or 
foreign, they belong to the lower stratum of religious conceptions, 
and have nothing to do with the essential thought of the psalm. 
The same thing is true of the reference, in 121:6, to the hurtful 
power of the moon; or the writer may have in mind, not demons, 
but merely a supposed fact of hygienic experience. In 19 : 5, where 
the sun is compared to a bridegroom and an athlete, it is hardly 
necessary to see an allusion to the sun-god; the comparison may 
well be a bit of poetical imagery. 

Foreign deities are recognized in the Psalter as existing, and 
are variously treated. So far as regards idols (D'^Siiy), these 
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are ridiculed (115:4-8; 135:15-18) in the vein of Isa. 40:18 f.; 
41:6f.; 44:9-17 (cf. the different tone in Hab. 2:18 f.). Thegods 
also in a couple of passages (96:5; 97:7) are contemptuously dis- 
missed as worthless (D''b''bx), incapable of helping their wor- 
shipers; in 97:7, while the parallelism appears to identify the 
D''b''bi< with bcs , they seem also to be spoken of as DTlbS .'"' In 
general in the Psalter, as in the prophets, a distinction is made 
between gods and their images; the latter are treated as obviously 
absurd, the former are regarded as beings to be reckoned with. 
Part of the glory ascribed to Yahweh is his superiority to other 
deities (86:8; 95:3; 96:4; 97:9; 136:2, and probably 113:4 by 
emending Q"'l3 into D^nbii — the emendation is suggested by the 
context: "his glory is above the heavens," and "who [that is, 
among the gods] is like to Yahweh?" as well as by the similarity 
in form to 97:7 — probably an editor thought it desirable to bring 
the idea down to the sphere of visible and practical relations, as 
in 96:7 D-^^oy mnsisa has been substituted for the D^'bi* ''33 
of 29:1). The same conception of Yahweh's superiority to other 
gods is found in Ex. 15:11; Mic. 7:18; Isa. 41:21-24; 43:9; in 
these passages his superiority is demonstrated by his great deeds, 
in the psalms it is taken for granted. The gods, however, are 
believed to exist and to form part of a great extra-human society. 
They are exhorted or declared to worship Yahweh (97:7, if the 
text be correct) — a noteworthy conception of governmental unity 
in the divine world, to be compared with the prediction (Isa. 
24:21 ff.) that Yahweh will punish the hostile heavenly Powers, 
and with the references, cited above, to his dealing with the great 
dragon beings. This demand for unity in the universe is a step 
toward monotheism, and 97:7 seems even to contain the idea of 
unity of thought, a conversion of the gods to right religious prac- 
tice, a sort of airoKaTdaracn'; on the largest scale. Elsewhere in 
the Psalter foreign gods appear to be brought into intimate social 
relations with men. In 58:2 (reading Dbs for the Dbi<" of the 

26 Cf. Sab. bsbS referred to in the BDB lexicon, and Professor A. T. Clay's suggestion 
{Avierican Journal of Semitic La-nguages, XXIII, 269 ff.) that the Hebrew word may be the 
Babylonian b'^bX (b'^bjS), the name ot the god of Nippur. 

'■^7 The word is by some deleted, but the metre calls for a word here. Others point obK 
(Sept. apa), but auch an adversative term seems not in place here. On the other hand, the 
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Masoretic text) they are unjust judges of men, dealing out vio- 
lence on the earth. Psalm 82 gives a definite picture of a heavenly 
assembly — a judicial inquiry into the administration of human 
affairs. God (that is, the God of Israel) presides — around or 
before him stand the inferior deities, each of whom has his func- 
tion as divine head of some non- Jewish people (so it may be 
inferred from vs. 8 ) . These are charged with injustice, and are 
to be punished — though they are in truth DTlbit, "^Vby ''5D, 
they must die like men. This picture of the government of the 
world — "divine" judges who are to be put to death by the Supreme 
Judge — has given rise to doubts as to the text and the meaning. 
It is proposed to read D^nb^ ''32 (cf. iVby ""33, 82:7) instead 
of D'^nbX and D"'bx ; but in that case the expression must be 
understood in a sense different from that of the earlier books, and 
the beings referred to must be identifiable with the gentile deities 
who were supposed to be subject to death (82:8).^^ It is held by 
some scholars that the title DTlbx is sometimes given in the Old 
Testament in a serious sense to men, but the passages cited for 
this view do not support it: in Ex. 21:6 the context shows that it 
is the household god to whose image or shrine the slave is brought 
(Sept.: TT/jo? TO KpiTr)ptov Tov 6eov^ ; in Ex. 22:7, 8, two cases are 
mentioned in which, the ordinary judges not being able to decide 
(and to them other cases are tacitly referred in the code), the 
matter is left to God (to be settled by oath or by the sacred lot 
or in some similar way — cf. Num. 5:21, I Sam. 2:25) ; Ex. 22:27 
distinguishes between D'flbs (Sept. 6eov<;) and the human 1!<"'^D 
(cursing a god was not uncommon, see I Sam. 3: 13, Sept., I Kings 
21:10, Isa. 8:21, Job 1:5; 2:9, Lev. 24:15); the text of Judg. 
5:8 is doubtful, and in any case there is no good ground for ren- 
dering D'^ribs 'judges;' the Sept. in Ps. 138:1 has ayyeXmv, 
which is an incorrect translation, but shows that the translators 
did not think of men in the connection (so in Ps. 8:6 ayyeXov^ 
for D'llbiJ^) . It may be assumed that there is no authority from 
usage for taking D'tlbx (or Q'bS) in a serious sense as 'judges' 
or 'rulers,' whether native or foreign. Some critics, however, 

reading D'^SX, ='gods,' is favored by the apparent contrast with the D^S{ IJQ at the 
end of the verse ; and the rendering ' mighty ones ' {= rulers) is less probable. 
28 See note 13, p. 34. 
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suppose that the title may be given to men sarcastically. Ewald 
(followed by Olshausen) thinks the reference in Pss. 58, 82 is to 
gentile judges whom the poet calls "gods" after the gentile 
fashion, but in his own sarcastic sense; Duhm sees in the pas- 
sages an attack on the proud Hasmonean priest-princes whom 
their hellenizing flatterers may have affected to consider divine. 
The objection to this interpretation (in addition to what is said 
above) is that the text gives no hint of sarcasm — the tone of 58 
and 82 is serious (82 is so taken in John 10:34 f.), and the 
expression, "I say, ye are gods," can hardly be understood to be 
employed derisively. However strange this recognition of foreign 
deities may appear, the Old Testament usage seems decisive for 
the interpretation of the D"'ilbi< and cbK of the two psalms 
in question as gentile gods, treated as unjust (because their people 
are suffering) and as mortal. The conception that every people 
has its own god to whom it looks for protection, appears in 
the older books (Judg. 11:24; cf. I Sam. 26:19) in crude form; 
in the psalms above cited the gods belong to an organized body, 
and take part in human life in a modern human way. The variety 
of views expressed in the Psalter respecting gentile deities indi- 
cates that the Jews of the later period were much exercised about 
these beings; it was impossible to deny their existence, and the 
only course left for pious thought was to weave them into the 
recognized scheme of the divine government of the world, under 
the headship of Yahweh. The same method bad already been 
adopted in the treatment of the old divine beings who appear in 
the Old Testament as angels, seraphs, cherubs, and sons of the 
Elohim. To the psalmists, as to Socrates, the conception of the 
co-existence of the supreme God and the subordinate gods seems 
not to have been a difficult one ; and while it rendered their mono- 
theism theoretically impure, left it practically intact. 

NOTES 
Note 12. Old Testament Dragons 

The earliest definite mentions in the Old Testament of the mythical 
dragon are foimd in Isa. 51:9; 27:1; Am. 9:3; Job 7:12; the reference in 
Ezek. 29:3; 32:2 (where read "T^Ty) is doubtful, but the context rather 
points to the crocodile, a sacred and distinctive animal, which the prophet 
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names as the symbol of Egypt. As the cosmogonic figures are doubtless 
of Babylonian origin, and taken from the Babylonian cosmogonic poems 
or current beliefs, it seems probable that the history of creation therein 
contained was accepted by certain Israelite writers so far as was com- 
patible with theii- conception of Yahweh as creator and supreme ruler. 
If so, these figures represent the earliest form of the Jewish idea of 
intermediate agencies between God and the world— an idea destined to 
be developed in a very fruitful way. The intermediate agency in this 
case would be hostile, and the conception of its activity would be crude, 
but it would contain the notion that other powers besides Yahweh were 
concerned in the formation of the world. Such a conception would not 
impair seriously the practical Jewish monocratic faith (which never was 
absolute monotheism), but it would give a certain richness to the idea of 

^°^' Note 13. The D^nbx "32 

It appears from Ben-Sira 17:17 and Dan. 10:20 f. that in the second 
century b. c. the opinion existed among the Jews that beings of the 
Q'lpl^i^ i;2 class presided over gentile peoples. According to the Sept, 
text of Deut. 32:8, the Most High assigned the nations their territories 
Kara apid/xov ayy(\<av 6eov, the Heb. being bXITU^ "'DU 19D70b (Sept. read 
bit ■'Dn)- Ben-Sira, citing Deut. 32:8, writes sKdo-To) Wvti KaTfo-Trjuev 
ijyouftcvov (unfortunately the Heb. of this verse of Ben-Sira has not yet 
been found), apparently interpreting the Sept. expression in a general 
way in the sense that appears in Daniel where the ~\1S of Israel (Michael) 
is in the same category with the D^"ITD of Persia and Greece. The two 
passages, however, differ greatly. The W^'Ji of Daniel are neither 
angels nor demons in the ordinary senses of these terms — they are celes- 
tial princes who manage the affairs of the world, each in the interest of 
his nation, Yahweh apparently leaving things in their hands; the struggle 
is between Michael and Gabriel on the one side, and the princes of Persia 
and Greece on the other. These latter figvires appear to be developments 
of the Satan of Zech., chap. 3, the adversary of Israel, under the influ- 
ence of the Persian dualistic scheme, and Michael and Gabriel are indi- 
viduals formed on the model of the DTlbit "'32 • Ben-Sira has nothing of 
this elaborate organization of the celestial world, only a simple ijyov/xevos 
for each nation. The D''nbsi of Ps. 82 are very different figures from 
the D"'"n23 of Daniel: they are not celestial magnates conducting inter- 
national affairs, but quiet divine rulers whose function it is to attend each 
to the well-being of his own people. The difference between them and 
the figures of Gen., chap. 6, Isa., chap. 6, and Job, chap. 1, is obvious. 
The psalmist's conception of the realness but inferiority of foreign gods 
appears to be expressed in Dan. 3:18, and a similar view is ascribed 
to the king (3:28 f.). The persistence of such opinions centuries later 
(I Cor. 10:19ff.) makes the representations in the Psalter intelligible. 
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The object of the present paper is to register the traces of 
Semitic polytheism found in the proper names of the Old Testa- 
ment. The various treatises on Hebrew proper names published 
within the last thirty' years seem not to have considered all the 
phenomena. They all recognize, indeed, the fact that the Hebrews, 
like other peoples, used the names of their divinities in proper 
names of men and places. So far as the use of the names of Israel's 
God is concerned, the fact can hardly escape the notice of even 
the casual reader. But that the names of other divinities were so 
used is not generally admitted. Gray finds "no satisfactory proof 
that other gods shared with Yahweh the feelings of gratitude and 
devotion which so frequently guided a Hebrew parent in the choice 
of his children's names," and Baethgen denies that Hebrew per- 
sonal names contain the name of other divinities than Israel's own 
God.'' If this were so, it would be very strange, for monotheism 
did not prevail in Israel before the fall of Jerusalem in 586. Of 
this we are assured by Jeremiah, who tells us that the gods of 
Judah were in his day as many as the cities. This testimony is 
confirmed by Ezekiel, who in an impressive passage describes the 
idolatry which was carried on in the temple itself and by the 
leading men of the nation. 

1 Nestle, Die iaraelitiHchen Eigennamen. Haarlem, 1876. 

De Jong, Over de met Ab^ Ach enz. zamengestelde Hebreeuwsche Eigennamen. (Vers- 
lageD en Mededeeliagen der Koninklijke Akademie van Wetenschappen.) Amsterdam, 1881. 

Baethgen, Beitrdge zur semitischen ReligionsgeBchichte. Berlin, 1888. 

Grunwald, Die Eigennamen dea Alten Testamentes in ihre Bedeutung fiir die Kennt- 
niS8 des hebrdischen Volksglaubens, Breslau, 1895. 

Gray, Studies in Hebrew Proper Namei). London, 1896. 

Kerber, Die religionsgeschichtliche Bedeutung der hebrdischen Eigennamen des Alten 
Testamentes. Freiburg, 1897. 

Ulmer, Die semitischen Eigennamen im Alten Testament. Leipzig, 1901. 

For the Phoenician and Aramaic parallels I have relied on the Corpus Inscriptionum 
Semiticarum, and on Cook, Handbook of North-Semitic Inscriptions. 

2 Gray, p. 148; Baethgen, p. 140. 
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Moreover, we are now tolerably sure that the Israel of historic 
times was largely made up of Canaanitish elements; and one of 
the most persistent charges brought by the Old Testament writers 
against their own people is that they have repeatedly been led 
away into the worship of Canaanitish divinities. Specifications 
are indeed lacking; beyond the general statement that they went 
after the Baals and the Astartes we find no names of these gods 
recorded by the historians. These men, looking back on a time 
of defection, as they regarded it, took no pleasure in dwelling 
upon facts abhorrent to them. So far as was possible, they 
ignored the uncomfortable details. It is only incidentally that 
we learn of Teraphim in the house of David; and it is only 
because a late author is obliged to prohibit the worship of the 
desert demons that he mentions them at all. By a curious sur- 
vival in the ritual we learn that one of these divinities was named 
Azazel, but he is the only one known to us by direct assertion. 
The meagerness of direct evidence makes us scrutinize the indirect 
evidence with all the greater care. 

The precarious nature of much of the evidence with which we 
have to deal is acknowledged at the start. The majority of the 
proper names contained in the Old Testament are recorded by late 
documents — the Priest Code and Chronicles. It seems that the 
tendency to preserve genealogies became strong after the exile, 
and there is too much ground for the suspicion that where genuine 
lists had not been preserved the lack was made up by invention. 
The information which these authors profess to give concerning 
the pre-exilic period is always to be viewed with caution, and this 
is as true of their genealogies as of any part of their work. On 
the other hand, it is probable that in some cases they drew upon 
a genuine tradition, and even where they invented lists they prob- 
ably made them up from names which were in circulation in their 
own time. But these names may have represented ancient and 
forgotten beliefs. The tenacity of proper names is well attested. 
The Christian of the sixth century of our era who bore the name 
Dusarios thereby witnessed to the ancestral worship of Dusares, 
though he himself had left the heathen community; and the 
Numidian bishop Asmunius in the same way bore testimony to 
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Eshmun, though his ancestors for generations may have been 
followers of Christ.^ Because of this tenacity of tradition we 
have a right to examine all these proper names in the hope that 
they have preserved traces of older beliefs. 

A further diflBculty is made by the faulty transmission of the 
texts. Carelessness in the handling of proper names is one of 
the besetting sins of copyists. Where the text consists of long 
series of names we can hardly be surprised that the average scribe 
does not take his task very seriously. The confusion which is 
likely to result is made visible to us by the Greek version — or 
versions — of the Old Testament, where each group of manuscripts 
seems to go its own way. For example, in Josh. 15:30 our Hebrew 
text has the name b'^C^ . The Greek copies give us no less than 
eight equivalents : ^aiOrjX, ^acreip, Et\, Xet\, X.aa-eiS, XeijX, SeteX, 
and B€)(^6tj\; not counting minor variations. Again, the name 
Ahilud, which occurs five times in the Bible, is represented by no 
less than fifteen Greek equivalents. Our perplexity is increased 
by the doubt how far the printed Greek editions accurately repro- 
duce the manuscript readings. It is evident that we are far from 
a final solution of all the problems thus presented to us, but with 
caution it is yet possible to make provisional use even of the Greek 
version. 

It was not only the carelessness of the scribes which disfigured 
their copies; they shared the prejudice of the original authors 
against all that savored of heathenism. This prejudice induced 
them sometimes to mutilate their text by the excision of a name 
which had escaped the zeal of the original writer. The classic 
example is the name of Saul's son, Ishbaal. The second part of 
the name is that of a heathen divinity, and the copyist hesitated 
to write it, as the public reader did to pronounce it. The name 
was therefore changed to Ishbosheth ('Man-of -shame'), or in one 
passage to Ishyo ( 'Man-of- Yah weh' ) . Parallel is the substitution 
of Elyada for Baalyada in II Sam. 5:16 compared with I Chron. 
14:7. These familiar cases illustrate the two ways in which an 
offensive rtame might be treated; either Yah weh or one of its 
equivalents was substituted for that of the heathen divinity, or 

3 BaethgeD, pp. 92, Ul. 
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else the heathen element was replaced by something meaningless 
or opprobrious. So far as this process went on before the Greek 
version was made, we have no means of recovering the original. 
We have reason to suspect that it did go on for some time, for we 
have a number of proper names which are meaningless, and which 
are, moreover, un-Hebraic in structure. While we might expect 
occasionally to meet an unfamiliar root in a proper name, the 
cases of un-Hebraic forms always arouse suspicion. Conjecture 
as a method of restoring mutilated names is always unsatisfactory ; 
we can only note the difficulty and pass on. Where the name of 
Yahweh, or its synonym El, has taken the place of another and 
less orthodox one, we cannot even detect that mutilation has taken 
place. 

A few examples showing how mutilation was going on at the 
time the Greek version was made may here be given: BeeXo-f/ao? 
for Dbffla ; A^SoBofi, "jnay ; ABaveipaiM, Q"!".! or D"nX ; A^aa^ep, 
inaD ; Baieaovp, bX TO. ; laa^rjX, bs^SIT^ ; la^aaX, nS3TS'' ; 
MeXxoX, bi-^a ; A^ecaovp, i^irT'3S< ; Axie^ep, ITJi^K ; A^eiaafj,a<!, 
Snc-'3X ; EXtoyS, bK^bX; BaaX for bUCl^ (I Chron. 9:39). In 
this list <3 seems to have preserved the original reading. In the 
following the advantage is on the side of the Hebrew : H^bS^ , 
BaBaia; "ITriS , lefet; b'^JT^nX , Baiav; ■j^ntr'n , BayaSiriX; b^l , 
I&jT^X (I Chron. 5:5) ; Dybi^, OveXca(j>. Without support from the 
Greek, but certain from internal evidence, is the curious instance 
where Dan has been exscinded from the text (I Chron. 7:12). 

Observation of these facts convinces us that only a small pro- 
portion of the theophorous names which once existed in the 
Hebrew writings have come down to us. It is rather remarkable 
that any escaped mutilation. That some did escape is due to two 
facts ; for one thing the scribes did not always recognize a heathen 
name when they saw it, and for another the offensive meaning 
could be interpreted away. The name of the divinity Melek 
appears in some early names. But melek is the Hebrew word 
for king, and the proper name Ahimelek, for example, which 
originally meant (perhaps) 'Brother-of -Melek,' could be inter- 
preted 'Brother-of-the-king,' and so pass muster. Even names 
in which the god was recognized might have a new meaning put 
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into the other element, and so be considered innocuous. Jerub- 
baal, one of the early heroes, had a name compounded with that 
of Baal. It was allowed to pass because, whatever the original 
meaning, it could be interpreted as ' ' Fighter-against-Baal." These 
considerations make it intelligible that our text has reconciled 
itself to some names which a consistent Judaism could hardly 
approve if it understood them in their original sense. 

Hebrew names, so far as we can understand them at all, fall 
into three classes; they are single nouns (substantive, adjective, 
or participial), or a combination of two nouns, or a combination of 
noun and verb. The few cases where we find a verb alone are 
probably abbreviated from longer forms containing a verb and a 
noun. The class easiest to understand is the one in which a verb 
and a noun are combined. They are intended to utter a declara- 
tion, prayer, or prophecy concerning the individual who receives 
the name. The declaration may affirm the divine protection 
already afforded the child in the perils of the birth-process, or it 
may express the parent's gratitude at having the gift of a child. 
In this case the perfect tense of the verb is the one naturally 
used; Nethaniah is the one whom 'Yahweh-has-given' to the 
parents, and the name is equivalent to the nominal phrase Mattan- 
iah ('Gift-of-Yahweh'). Where a prayer is expressed the verb 
is in the other tense; for example, Ezekiel meaning 'May-El- 
strengthen-him.' In the most of these names the verb precedes 
the noun, though the order is sometimes reversed. 

The subject in these sentences is usually the name of a divinity. 
As has already been intimated, the great majority of them show 
us the name of Israel's God — either his proper name, Yahweh, or 
El, which was regarded as an appellative practically equivalent 
to Yahweh. Curiously, the word Elohim — the common word for 
'God' in Hebrew — does not appear in proper names. What now 
concerns us is that, if we find another noun than EI or Yahweh 
(in its shortened forms Yahu or Yah) the subject in one of these 
proper names, all the probabilities are in favor of its being the 
name of a divinity. Notice the exactness of the parallel in the 
following cases: Elyada' and Baalyada', Hashabyah and Hashab- 
dau; bsms, rriS , and llizms ; bwnD, n'DPD, and -jb^JSW ; 
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n^3T25^ and 0^312^ ; IT'3T15^ and nSDli:"' ; "iCbi* and "iD^HK ; 
n^p^in^ and Qp^nW ; Q^p^bii and Dp-^DTS^ . 

It would be hasty to conclude on the grounds of these analo- 
gies that we have discovered the names of seven members of the 
Hebrew pantheon, to wit: Dan, ^ur, Am, Baal, Ezer, Adon, and 
Ab. Yet there would be prima facie evidence in their favor ; and 
if we can discover other phenomena which point in the same 
direction, we shall make out as strong a case as the nature of the 
inquiry admits. The first thing we shall have to consider is the 
assertion, which will undoubtedly be made, to the eflfect that none 
of these are proper names, but that all are appellatives; Ab and 
Am designate kinsmen; Melek, Adon, and Baal mean 'ruler;' 
and the others also are known to us. The question, however, is 
not whether the names had a meaning, but whether in the minds 
of those who used them they were not nevertheless personified as 
divinities. All divine names had a meaning when first applied to 
personal use, and Semitic divinities certainly form no exception 
to the rule. Adon admittedly meant 'lord,' and was used in 
Hebrew with this meaning throughout the history of the language, 
but it passed to the Greeks as the name of a particular divinity, 
and we naturally suppose that it was so used by the Phoenicians. 

So it was also in the case of Baal, another name meaning 'master' 
or 'possessor,' which could be applied to any of the local divini- 
ties in Palestine. In some cases it was doubtless used for Yahweh 
himself. But in the early days the identification was not com- 
plete. The assumption that when used in the families of Saul 
and David it must be construed as one of the names of Yahweh 
is based on the belief that these kings were exclusive worshipers 
of Yahweh, Israel's one God. But this belief is based on the 
views of later times. There seems to be no sufficient reason why 
we should not judge the Hebrew Baalyada" just as we should judge 
the similar forms Baalshillek and Baalshaphat which we find 
among the Phoenicians. All the others in our list, except Dan, 
may be paralleled from the Phoenician or Aramaic : Ab in nb'JJSit ; 
Ezer in nWla ; Melek in -jri^Sb^O ; Qur in ^^la ; Am in D^bs . 
No one would have the hardihood to deny that to the Phoeni- 
cians these were the names of so many separate divinities. And 
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if they were separate outside of Israel, they were originally sep- 
arate within Israel. Of Melek we are quite sure that he had 
altars and sacrifices in Judah down to a comparatively late period. 

Ab and Am undoubtedly present some difficulties whichever 
way we look at them. It is clear that in all the languages we 
are now studying a child may receive a name describing him as 
servant, dependent, or kinsman of the god. Compounds with 
n^y ('servant') are not very frequent in the Old Testament, and 
"13 ('client') occurs in only one or two cases, and they not certain. 
All the more conspicuous are those which denote a kinsman. 
Ahijah, for example, makes the bearer of the name a brother of 
his god, and this whether we translate 'Yahweh-is-my-brother' 
or 'Brother-of-Yahweh.' If we must choose between the two, the 
latter seems more probable, for what we look for in a name is 
something which will describe the man or child — a label. A 
profession of faith or a declaration concerning the nature of the 
divinity is not the most natural thing to put into a proper name, 
at least in the earlier stages of religion. Ahijah, then, meaning 
'Brother-of-Yahweh,' is quite comprehensible. But names with 
Ab ('father') are not so easily disposed of. The wide sense in 
which the word 'father' is used among the Semites is well known, 
but with all possible allowance for this it hardly seems that a 
child could be named 'Father-of-Yahweh' or 'Father-of-Baal.' 
Yet the names Abijah and Abibaal occur, one among the 
Hebrews, the other among the Phoenicians. The difficulty is 
increased when we discover that the Phoenician name is that of a 
woman, and in connection with this we are at once reminded that 
names of this type were given to women among the Hebrews 
also — Abigail, Abishag, and others. In view of these names, 
and also in view of the names in which Ab appears as the subject 
of a verb— nbransi in Phoenician, qOi<"'nN, "itY'SSt, nsnuj"' in 
Hebrew — we are driven to the hypothesis already intimated — 
the hypothesis that Ab was an ancient Semitic divinity.* 

To understand how this may be, we need only to remind our- 
selves of the ease with which gods come into existence in the 
belief of a polytheistic society. In Babylonia, we are told, the 

*This has already been pointed out by Barton (JBL, XV, 182) and by others. 
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abstractions kettu, 'right,' and mesaru, 'righteousness,' became 
divinities. In Phoenicia the 'Face-of-Baal' was separated from 
Baal himself and was identified with another deity. Adar the 
Grlorious, Aziz the Mighty, became personalities. Baal, Adon, 
and Melek, to which allusion has already been made, are further 
examples. It cannot surprise us, therefore, that names originally 
designating kinsmen early became personalized as so many gods. 
In clan-society the god is member of the clan — father or brother of 
all its human members. To designate him by the name 'Father' 
was all that was necessary to identify him as the particular person 
with whom the clan had most intimate relations. Among the 
Midianites we find Abyada', just as among the Hebrews we have 
Baalyada' or Elyada', and among the Phoenicians Eshmunyada'. 
Abyada' and Yada'-Ab are also found in South Arabia. The 
names must all be judged alike. 

If Ab is a divine name, it relieves us of the difficulty under 
which we have been laboring. Abbaal is neither 'Father-of-Baal' 
nor 'Baal-is-my-father;' it is simply Ab-Baal, one of the many 
compound names of divinities found among the Semites. How 
it came to be applied to a human being is part of a larger ques- 
tion which we shall have to consider. For the present we note that 
Ab was in the minds of those who gave these names a personality 
like the other gods. And what is true of Ab is also true of Am 
(originally uncle or kinsman in the broad sense). The case of 
Ab is not so clear.'' 

We return now to the puzzling fact that a girl received the 
name of a male divinity. It becomes less puzzling when we bring 
it into the general class of divine names given to human beings. 
That there is such a class is obvious — -however startling to 
modern ideas. To ancient religious thinking it probably was not 
startling at all. The name was designed to put the child under 
the protection of a divinity. What could be a more effective way 
than to give him the name of the divinity ? Just as in Christian 

5 So conservative an authority as Gray holds it to be proven that Am had virtually 
become a proper name (of a god) among peoples somewhat remote from Palestine, though 
he thinks there is no direct evidence from Palestine itself {Hebrew Proper Names, p. 53). 
Delaporte finds one case in Assyrian where he is compelled to make Al) a propter name. 
See his essay, "Noms thfiophores en Assyrie," RHB, LIV, 60. Jastrow also finds cases 
where Ab is a divine name (Beligion Babyloniens und Assyriens, I [1805], 162, n. 1). 
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countries the child is assigned to the care of a patron saint and 
receives that saint's name (even that of Jesus in some countries), 
so in ancient times it could not have seemed an unnatural thing 
to indicate or induce the protection of the god by giving the god's 
name. The gods in polytheistic religions are much closer to men 
than in the monotheistic faiths where the one God is so grand, 
and therefore so far away. It is far from unthinkable, then, that 
a child should be called directly by the name of his patron deity. 
Of the custom we have evidence in many regions. In the Book 
of the Dead the soul is instructed to call itself by the name of Ra, 
or Ptah, or Osiris. This, to be sure, is when the soul has passed 
into the region of the dead, and may be supposed to partake of 
the divine nature. But the fact that one is to become a god after 
death would rather favor the idea of assuming something of divinity 
even in this life. The deification of human monarchs in their 
earthly life is a common phenomenon, and the ease with which 
the kings claim divine parentage shows how loosely drawn was 
the line between men and gods. 

Moreover, we have direct evidence as to the custom among the 
nearest neighbors of the Hebrews. The following examples from 
the Phoenician and Aramaic inscriptions would seem to be 
decisive: T231S is the name of a man and also that of a god, as is 
seen from TB^sn^DJ ; compare also in and "im^y ; bi^'^ is the 
name of a man and also appears in the combination bysbx"' indi- 
cating a divinity ;° in this same connection belong the Arabian 
King Ya'lu mentioned in the Assyrian inscriptions, the Hebrew 
bsr, and the Arabic divinity Wa'il; DlSb^a, XXSba, b^aDb^ , 
all of which we should take to be divinities, are found as personal 
names in the inscriptions, and from Palmyra we may add 
"db'O , ib'jbya , and -|bap^2 ; from the name "iDOaiay we gather 
that 15D^ is the name of a divinity, but it appears also as that 
of a man;' K3D (of a man) in the inscriptions is apparently the 
god Nebo ; iVby is given by Ftlrst as a man's name ; Xnns , the 
Egyptian Ptah, is the name of a man; pllS Su8u«, SvSuko?, is 
Phoenician and also South Arabian for man and divinity; with 
■iS!2 in ISSlSy compare blP^jSS (this a woman's name) ; further, 

« Cook, p. 106. ' Cook, p. 42. 
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Db'ffiD^aujs, DbiriaD, Db'^s, by^ni?, nw, -]b7jb3'a, bjnanii^, onbyn, 

byS'Jl , pKaaTTX , -b7J-it5« , names of men, all have claims to be 
considered here, though their full force cannot be estimated until 
we have studied the compound names of divinities. ^llTiry, how- 
ever, as the name of a man in Palmyra, would seem to belong in 
our list, and the Arabic divinity Wadd gives his name to a man 
in the Sinaitic region. In Palmyra Aziz is a man and also a 
god," while among the Nabateans Obodath designates both man 
and divinity.' 

It does not seem rash, therefore, in view of all the facts, to 
assert that names of the gods were given to men among the 
Semites. For the Hebrews we may cite David's court seer who 
bore the name Gad, undoubtedly that of a Syrian divinity (Isa. 
65:11). In the Hebrew lists we even find men called by the 
name of Baal (I Chron. 5:5; 8:30). The precarious nature of 
the attestation has already been indicated; yet we can hardly 
suppose the Chronicler or his copyist to have inserted so obnox- 
ious a name without some tradition to go upon. The giving of 
similar names must have been a custom well known when these 
texts took shape. If we include among proper names those borne 
by tribes, clans, or families, we shall find a number which are 
those of divinities. Asher, Dan, and Simeon are tolerably clear 
examples, as anyone will see. 

We have been considering the theory that the names of the 
gods are given directly to children as talismans to protect them 
from evil or misfortune, and the Christian custom of naming for 
the saints suggests that this is a natural thing for the devout man 
to do at a certain stage of religious thought. The phenomena of 
totemism come in to strengthen this hypothesis. A large number 
of proper names in the Old Testament are the names of animals. 
It is often said that a child is called by such a name because the 
father hopes that it will show the traits of the animal — the cun- 
ning of the fox or the courage of the lion. But in the stage of 

sCook, pp. 282, 295. 

SMeyersham, Deorum nomina hominibws imposita (Kiel, 1891), treats this subject at 
length, and Nestle gives a number of names of Greek gods borne by men, op. cit., p. 115, n. 1. 

Eanke, while minimizing the number of divine names borne by men among the Baby- 
lonians, concedes that there are some instances. See his Personennamen in den Urkunden 
der HaTumurabidynastie, p. 23, u. 2. 



Henry Preserved Smith 47 

polydemonism these very qualities are taken to be signs of super- 
natural beings, and the dedication of the child to the animal is a 
religious act by which the parent seeks divine aid in the manifold 
perils of life. The persistence of the names of 'unclean' animals 
among personal names can be explained only on the basis of some 
such belief — a survival, no doubt, from an earlier stage, yet a 
testimony to a lingering veneration for the uncanny powers which 
dwell in animal forms. The priestly clan of the Boar, the section 
of Judah which bore the name of the Dog, the official who was 
called Mouse, the other called Rock-badger, all attest the feeling 
with which animals ritually unclean were regarded in Israel. In 
the popular consciousness the giving of such names would be in 
effect the giving of names of divinities.'" 

There is, however, another hypothesis to be considered. It is 
supposable that all these forms have been abbreviated from fuller 
forms which designated the wearer of the name as servant or 
client of the god. In the case where the name of a male divinity 
is given to a woman this is, in fact, the most plausible hypothe- 
sis. It still remains true that the oriental mind might look at 
things in a way that would be foreign to our mode of thought. 
The giving of the name of a male divinity might be of a piece 
with the custom found in some regions — the custom of dressing 
a girl like a boy to protect her from the evil eye. Conceding that 
Abital (a woman's name) meant originally ' Father-of-the-night- 
mist,' and that it designated the divinity (fay, cobold, or sprite) 
which presided over the beneficent dampness which does so much 
for the vegetation in Palestine, it is clear that a little girl might 
receive the name. On the other hand, it would be equally appro- 
priate to call her 'Handmaid-of- Abital' — a cumbrous name, easily 
shortened by leaving off the first member. The practical effect of 
the abbreviation is to give the girl or woman the name of a male 
divinity. It is conceivable also that, while at first the names 
designated servants or clients of the gods, at a later stage the 

10 It is not meant here to affirm that totemism as a eystem existed among the Israelites 
in historic times. The traces we have are survivals from prehistoric times. Nor have I 
thought it necessary to include in my table of names of divinities more than a few of the 
more noteworthy animal names. A complete list of Hebrew animal names will be found in 
Jacobs, Studies in Hebrew Archaeology, pp. 94 if., and a similar one in Gray, Hebrew Proper 
Names, pp.88tf. See also Cook's interesting essay, '* .srael andTotemism," JQii, XIV, 413-455. 
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abbreviated names set the fashion, and the names of the gods 
were given to men without the formal recognition of dependence. 
As personal names were sometimes formed from those of a divinity 
by adding an adjective termination, there is the additional possi- 
bility that in some cases the termination was worn off, and so the 
name of the god was left in its simplicity." 

The next thing to claim our attention is the large number of 
compound divine names among the Semites. From very early 
times mixture of peoples in western Asia was constantly taking 
place. The result on their religions was syncretism. The god 
called Hadad, for example, worshiped in one region, was found 
to be essentially the same in character with the Ramman venerated 
in another district. The identity was indicated by joining the 
the two names in the form Hadad-Ramman — a name which sur- 
vived as a place-name down to a late period in Israel. In Egypt 
we know it to have been the rule rather than the exception to 
call a god by a double name. For Moab we have Mesha's evi- 
dence in favor of Ashtar-Chemosh, while for Syria we may add 
to the examples given above the well-known Atargatis (Atar-Ate), 
and for Phoenicia Gad-El, Melek-Ashtart, and Eshmun-Melkart. 
In the works of the Assyriologists we read of Ilu-Malik, Ishtar- 
Malkat, Shamsi-Adad, Shamsi-Ramman, Ashur-Ramman, and 
others. In Palmyra we meet Melek-Bel. 

The composite divine names we meet in our Hebrew text seem 
to belong in the same class with those just considered. The 
Hebrew writers, to be sure, were not aware of the real origin of 
these names; to them they were names connected with ancient 
sanctuaries, and presumably given by the patriarchs; therefore 
names of Israel's one God. But there is no essential difference 
between El-Elyon, El-Shaddai, El-Olam, Yahweh-Shalom, on the 
one hand, and Ashtar-Chemosh or Eshmiin-Melkart, on the 
other. Yahweh-Elohim, indeed, is a purely literary product, 
while in El-Elohe-Israel we suspect that some other, less inno- 
cent, form has been displaced by the one in the text. What I 
now desire to emphasize is that these compound divine names 

" Kerber calls attention to the fact that the name of a man (Anath, Judg. 3:31; 5:6) 
was that of a goddess. Hie own theory is that in all these cases the first part of the name 
has disappeared {,loc. cit.^ p. 10). 
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may be given to men as well as the simple names. They should 
be sought among the personal, and even among the geographical, 
designations. 

The preceding discussion justifies the following statement of 
probabilities : 

1. Where a personal or geographical name is a single noun, 
it may be the name of a divinity. If it be adjective or participial 
in form, it may be derived from the name of a divinity. 

2. Where a personal name or geographical name consists of 
two nouns, one of them is likely to be the name of a god, and 
both of them may be such names. 

3. Where a personal name consists of a noun and a verb, the 
noun is likely to be the name of a god. 

The subjoined list presents the amount of evidence on which 
we may decide whether the names it contains are those of divini- 
ties. For the sake of completeness it gives the Old Testament 
names recorded among peoples who were neighbors of Israel and 
who may be supposed to share the popular religious ideas of the 
Hebrews. The Massoretic punctuation has been disregarded. 

3S , already commented upon, is found in various combina- 
tions— bs^nS, in^aS, "jb-a^nS, ".CnX ; also in the names of 
women. Among the Phoenicians we find ribTZ335< , bysSS , b^njt , 
the last two of women. For Zi^ZiXD'' , I Chron. 24, 13, & gives 
us leo-ySaaX. The name 3!^ri!!< becomes intelligible if it be 
parallel to lIlTiS . 

i<n!!< , apparently a god, CIS, I, p. 444 ; with it we may com- 
pare nx, Ezra 8:17. 

'inji . With in^DliJi , DTDIS we may compare Phoenician 
by2Dl«, ■^nNj'iSTBi^ , TB^i^TTDlX, pKbya, all names of men. Dp^DlX 
(Ezra 2: 13 and elsewhere) shows the noun as subject of a verb. 

□nx , eponym of the Edomites, was recognized as a divinity 
in Israel, as is shown by the name of an officer of David, DlSlny . 
(3 has Aj3SoSofi also for y\-\^y , II Chron. 84: 20, and EmSo^ for 
pl^ys. Josh. 13:27. The town Admah may receive its name 
from this god. In Phoenician we find Dn«13y {CIS, I, p. 367). 

"lis, a Babylonian god combined with Melek, was the object 
of worship among the colonists in Samaria (II Kings 17:31). 
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In view of the fact, however, that we find place-names "IHS , 
"n5< "^2^ , "MHi, mit::? , D'^IIS , it is probable that the cult was 
older. D"nK , one of the officers of David, may be cited here, 
though the text in which his name occurs is not free from sus- 
picion. Phoenician names are "nuiDiCifi , b^mii* , "nSJibyn , and 

"Il5<, meaning 'light' or 'flame,' would naturally be deified, 
as is the case in most religions. Notice ■'"ll5< , bx^llS , ItT'llS , 
^iK^'Iffi , and compare Phoenician "lisbn, "jbjJIiJ^ (Cook, pp. 18, 
20). 

rti< , meaning 'brother,' shows the tendency to become a divine 
name which we have noted in other nouns denoting kinship: 
in^nji, DTriii (Phoen. DTn), -jbaTiK, and others. 

bx , now used as an appellative, was originally the name of a 
particular divinity, as we know from the Assyrian and Babylonian 
records. There is no reason why he may not have been wor- 
shiped in Canaan from the time of the early Babylonian occupa- 
tion of the country. The sacred trees, libit and I'lbit , seem to 
derive their names from him. Common to Hebrew and Phoeni- 
cian are the names nybs (D^^b!!*), -jbabs (-]b7j-'bjt), bxDn (bx"'3n 

and b«jjn), possibly bsi^ (bst'^lj). With the Hebrew bit'lT' 
we may compare Phoenician "ibstin"' , and with b!!<''133' , Phoeni- 
cian DbXl^y . South Arabian names with b>5 are numerous. 

"p53S , king of Judah, seems to have been named for a well- 
known Egyptian god, and from him we can hardly separate 
David's son ]^'2'12i^ (related to 117::^^ as "'ncaifl is to 1!37;]T23), and 
a clan or man in the genealogy of Judah, *pD7JS , I Chron. 4 : 20. 

"I'^CK , man or clan, may bear the name of the Egyptian Osiris, 
who meets us also in the Phoenician names "iD^tl^y , IDitib^J , 
and '^b7J1Di5t. 

rpX, a guild of singers, also found in C|Dl!t''3S and in the 
Phoenician ri3Ci< (a woman), may belong in our list. 

ITBii , the name of a tribe, is undoubtedly that of a divinity. 
Besides the place-name "ITTX we have bxi^K , nb5t"i;i3X , and 
bb<"'"nflX . Compare the Phoenician nbffillES . The endeavor of 
the punctuators to disguise some of these names by pointing io 
instead of TT may be disregarded. The aserah, or sacred pole, 
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must originally have been the representative of a goddess, the 
female counterpart of Asher. The evidence of the Tell-el-Amarna 
tablets to this effect has often been dwelt upon. 

ba , distinct from Baal and imported from Babylon, appears 
in blTBH, laa^riX (for bsi£n\ Gen. 46:24), Ia>/3jj\ (for nn? , 
Judg. 9:26). The mountain bl"'y may have been the 'Heap- 
of-Baal,' and if @ is right in reading Reubel for Reuben, the 
name of this patriarch should be mentioned here. Phoenician 
gives us b^y'T' , compounded with a passive participle as is 
balm , as well as biDS , baSH'' , and other names. 

byn has already been commented upon. The name byiTSS^ 
is apparently the same as the Phoenician by^'lfl''. <§ gives us 
A/3i/3aaX for "iiabj "'QS. Two men in the Hebrew genealogies 
bear the name Baal, just as two in the Phoenician inscriptions 
are called ''bj'a . Notice the significant combination tT'bj'n , and 
reflect on the apparent innocence with which a king of Israel 
who himself bears a name compounded with that of Yahweh 
(Ahaziah) sends to consult the oracle of 112T bjl (II Kings 
1:2-16). Various places bear the name Baal or the feminine 
Baalath (Baalah), and (§ adds to them bya"'a (for "inna , IChron. 
11:38). The large number of Phoenician names compounded 
with Baal need not be reproduced here. With the Hebrew 
Baalath-beer we may compare the Phoenician Baalath-Gebal, the 
goddess who was worshiped at Gebal. It is suspected that the 
name of Baasha, king of Israel, is a contracted or mutilated form 
of Baal-Shemesh. 

pi3 is the name of a hero and also that of a clan — p"Q "'DH . 
It is found in Phoenician (Carthaginian), as well as in Palmyra 
and in South Arabia. Deification of the lightning is common to 
almost all polytheistic religions. 

nji , the name of a divinity, of a man, and of a tribe, has 
already been spoken of. Note the combinations : ^3 bya , IjTy , 
A/SyaS, BeXyaS, Ij, b^j■J , and blj (for b^^^Jl). In Phoenician 
we find bxij , iSDHj , and others. 

b''3 occurs in the name of a woman, b^j'^Dl^ . It has already 
been shown that the only way to account for this apparent absur- 
dity is to suppose the name to be that of a divinity. If there 
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were a god b''3, the place nbj (originally llb''3) may have been 
named for him. 

\^'}'l , a Philistine god, had two sanctuaries in Israel. He is 
known also in Babylonia and in the Tell-el-Amarna tablets. 

HT or nn . A divinity of this name is indicated by the names 
Tlbi^, nrbs^, m^n, 1T7J. The form imm, IlChron. 20:37, 
seems to be an intentional corruption of irT'TlT (AouStou, AcoSiov), 
while ■'111 is a shortened form of the same. 1103, may belong 
here, and the name David is a derivative. On the Moabite stone 
we find mn , in Aramaic 11, and in Palmyra itll ; also Dudu 
in the Amarna tablets. 

yi is eponym of a tribe, and the name occurs in several place- 
names. Personal names are "|T3X , 'p'-H , and bS''Dl , besides 
la>Sav (for ipV , II Chron. 29: 12). The Phoenician nilTIJi* may 
be "jn2"'X with a feminine ending. n312T23n , Neh. 8:4, is ety- 
mologically dubious. 

nn , the Syrian storm-god, was known in Edom, Arabia, and 
Mesopotamia. Evidences of his worship in Israel are scanty, 
consisting of the place-name Hadad-Rimmon, already referred 
to, and the personal name lljll , which may be a contraction or 
mutilation of 11113)1 . In Phoenician we find ITJ'lltl , which is 
also Aramaic if our Hebrew text is correct. Samsi-Adad is 
given from Babylonian sources. 

lltl seems to be another form of 115< ; notice DllS and 
DUn, evidently two forms of the same name. On the other 
hand, ITyiltl is a simple textual error for ITyilfl . 

lin is found as a personal name, and in the combinations 

iin-^as, iin^ti5<, nmu^s, n^iin, tvmt\, inmn, and nn-^ny. 

In the Greek A^iovB represents XIH^^X in Ex. 6:23, and n"'a« 
in I Chron. 7:8. For SIH-'bX in I Chron. 12: 20 we read E\^ouS, 
and there may be other instances where an original IIH has 
been disguised. OvS for bin, I Chron. 1:17, however, may be 
simply a corruption in the Greek text. 

bTi gives us b'Tl^'SS only, possibly textual error for b''rT'2X . 

bbn , name of a man, may be connected with hilftl, the new 
moon. 

laT gives us inTbs, b«''iaT , innn\ rT'ini, and mray. 
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For the simple I^T in Ezra 10:27 we read Za/SaSa/3. Offense 
seems to have been taken by the scribes at almost every name in 
which the word 13,1 occurs, for <S shows an astonishing variety 
of equivalents. 

bST is the name of a man, and has some connection with the 
name of the tribe Zebulon. As we have Phoenician personal 
names blST/JlS and b^rt*, we suspect a divinity. A certain 
plausibility is thereby given to the conjecture that Baal-zebub is 
a mutilation of an original Baal-Zebul. 

lann, the New Moon, is the name of a clan (I Chron. 8:9), 
and the feminine mDlH is that of a town. Nov/M^viof (I Mace. 
12:16) shows that the personal name existed among the Jews at 
a late date, and the Phoenician TUnnDH belongs with it. The 
moon was an object of worship in western Asia, and almost every- 
where else, from very early times. 

Tin in IliT^X is perhaps a mistake for Tin . 

"iin is the name of several men or clans, and is found as one 
element of the personal names TiniBX , "iiri "p, and Tin""?.? . 
Derivatives are "'IIH , Dliri (?), and ^ns DIIH. In Phoenician 
we find ^n and "1)1133? ; in Aramaic, "lin ; and in Nabataean, 
111m and bXHil . It has been suggested that this is the Egyp- 
tian Horus. 

mn , Eve. That the name has some mythological significance 
is probable, and it may not be rash to connect it with HIH , a 
Carthaginian goddess of the underworld (Cook, p. 135). 

l''Tn, the Boar, name of a guild of priests (I Chron. 24:15), 
has already been alluded to. A man of this name is mentioned 
in Nehemiah (10:21). 

bTl occurs in b^H"'3it , which may be a mistake for b'll , already 
noted, or the mistake may be the other way. If the smooth H was 
sometimes represented by H , we might connect the name of 
Abraham's maid IjPI , and that of the tribe which claimed her 
as their ancestress, with the South Arabian divinity Ijll (Baeth- 
gen, p. 127). 

on is one of the names denoting kinsmen which are so easily 
personalized. In Hebrew we find Dn, bi^TJ!! (bl^n), ]112n, 

and bxircn. 
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tTjn , the Sun, accounts for the place-names "jl^jn and WJH 
(Josh. 19:35). The sun-pillars Q"'D7jn, mentioned several times 
in the Old Testament, are evidently dedicated to Baal-Hamman — 
a god popular with the Phoenicians, especially with the Cartha- 
ginians. 

TTan , the Ass, gave his name to the father of Shechem — that 
is, to the clan which inhabited the town — and to the place "pan. 

■jDn , if a divine name, accounts for "|3nbx , "pn *p , "jDn IT'l , 
■jDn bya, rr'Sart, "|ri, riDn, and bXDDn, though in some of these 
"pn may be a verb. We find, however, a name Hanan and another 
Hanun. The Phoenicians used a shorter form as in byn")!, 

■jbtiijn, and 5<jnnnpb7;] . 

D"iri, the Sun, gives its name to the places DIH "111 and 

onn wan. 

nlt3 , the name of a district beyond the Jordan, occurs- also in 
the personal names l'lt)"'3N, nlt:^nx , irT'ZlIti, H^nlB, and bX3t:. 
Further, Ta/Sei^X for Pi^bat:, I Chron. 26:11. The unusual 
in"'jniJ43lt: , however (II Chron. 17:8), is regarded with sus- 
picion. Aramaean, besides biS3t3 , are QC^H and ntiTj . 

bsi"' , in the fuller form bsl"' is equivalent to the Arabic 
Wa'il, as already pointed out, and occurs also in Phoenician. 
bar'in'n may be 'Ya'el-giver-of-life.' 

"pS"' , the pillar in Solomon's temple, was probably worshiped 
by the superstitious, and we find a man who bears the same name. 

'iflW , a son of Esau, is now usually thought to be named for 
the Arabic god Yaghuth. We may provisionally associate with 
it IT'^y , ""Try , and bUT^ST . 

by , an animal name, was borne by men and women ; also 
found in the derived forms 5^5y , nb^^ , and Db^"^ . 

riT , the Moon, must have been the patron deity of Jericho. 
The man or clan niT' (I Chron. 5:14) may represent the same 
divinity, and there was an Arab clan h"!"^ . 

"in"' occurs as the name of a man or boy, and we find also 

«nn\ ^-iXT, Tn\ •pn\ nn^n^, and Dynnv 

3b5 , the Dog, gave his name to a Judaite clan. 3i<b5 may 
represent the same name disguised, while 3"lbD ( ^ XaXe/3, I 
Chron. 4:11) and ''^ibi seem to be derivatives. Among the 
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Nabataeans we find KlbS (Cook, p. 237) and labi {CIS, II, 1, 
p. 283). 

T23l52i, god of Moab, seems to have had a sanctuary in the 
country west of the Jordan, at Michmash ('Place-of-Chemosh'). 

b''D5 , one of the constellations, gave its name to a place in 
Judah, and perhaps also to mbo^ and "ilboD . 

n33b , one of the names of the moon, is also the name of a 
town (Judg. 21:19), and we are inclined to connect with it the 
patriarch Laban, as well as the places HSI^b , ''inb , and DDHb . 

nib is found in the name (of two men) Tlb'^riUt . The anxiety 
of (S to replace the second member with some other word may 
show that it had some uncomfortable association. 

Dnb is known as an ancient Babylonian divinity. He may 
have left a trace of his early worship in the name of Bethlehem, 
borne by two towns in Israel. 

ril^ : The name lnl53''riX, if meaning 'Brother-of -death,' 
would be cruel. Yet we find this name in use, as well as r\153Ty 
(place and personal), ri1/J'"T' , and nTJTaiQ . The name ni/31"' 
is also read lepi/xoO by (©. The South Arabian district tll^JISH 
may not belong in this connection. Since we know of a deity 
Muth which had a place in the Phoenician mythology (Eusebius, 
Praep. Evang., i, 33), we may suppose her to have invaded 
Palestine, rather than that Death has been personified. This, 
however, as we see from the Old Testament treatment of Sheol, 
would not be impossible. 

"iba has already been spoken of. It occurs as the name of a 
man in the family of Saul (I Chron. 8:35; 9:41), and also in 
various combinations — "lb53"'UJ{, "ib^J^HK (once changed to JlTlK), 
"pUlJS , and others. For b5''53 we find MeX^^joX, showing that 
the attempt was sometimes made to disguise the name. Observe 
also MeXxa^awai. for ''315^ (I Chron. 12:14). "pW may 
represent an original "]baV . Phoenician names, D'iSb/J , ^b'JTy , 
in^Dba , "ibljbs , are strictly parallel to what we find in Hebrew. 
We can prove that the Phoenician names are syncretistic and 
not asseverative by such an example as mnUjyiblJ , where it 
would be absurd to render 'Astarte-is-king.' Two divinities, one 
male the other female, have here been fused into one — a not 
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uncommon phenomenon. In Assyria we find Sumu-Malik, and 
Ilu- Malik. The divinities assigned to the Samaritan colonists 
— Anammelech and Adarmelech — belong here. DSbjJ the Am- 
monite form of this god seems to occur as the name of a man 
(I Chron. 8:9). He is found also outside of Palestine (Cook, 
p. 361). 

T'db'>2 or Jnib'J would naturally be the female counterpart of 
Melek. The name is borne by Israelite women as well as by the 
Aramaean clan called "daughter of Haran" (Gren. 11:29). Istar- 
Malkat occurs in Babylonia. In Phoenicia we find riSb^OriH 
(for lnib7Jlnni<) and nsban (for nibans). According to Cook 
[loc. cit., p. 135) Ir\l3bl3 was a goddess of the underworld to the 
Carthaginians. This may have been suggested by her identifi- 
cation with Ishtar, whose descensus ad inferos was recounted in 
the Babylonian myth. The Queen of Heaven, whose worship 
was rife in Jerusalem in the time of Jeremiah, will occur to the 
student. 

■'D13 is mentioned as a divinity in Isa. 65:11. Possibly the 
name ^'J3T!i!4 was originally connected with him. In Phoenician 
we have ^37.3my . The Arabic Manftt may be the female counter- 
part of this divinity. 

yy^S occurs as a personal name (I Chron. 2:27), and also in 
the combination yy^JTlii . 

"jl^'O is found, not only in Babylonian names, but also in that 
of the good Jew, Mordecai. 

In] , the Babylonian god Nabti, was early introduced into 
Palestine, as is indicated by the places named for him — Mount 
Nebo beyond the Jordan, a town in Judah, and one in Reuben. 
A family called ^'2'i "'SI existed in the post-exilic period (Ezra 
2:29). Whether Naboth, whose tragic story is well known, 
bears a name derived from that of this divinity or his female 
counterpart cannot be certainly affirmed. The Ishmaelite Nebai- 
oth is also dubious. In Phoenician we have 13313?, DbTCllD, 
and inDliy. 

DID ; besides four men who bear the name Nadab, we have 
mD^aS , inrns , mr:jy , m^r , and n^mD , not to mention the 
Arabic clan 3113, Na8a/3aio<; (I Chron. 5:19). 
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irn;, the Serpent, gives us laTO, "jlTrriD , TCri] T3> , iniura, 
and nmuriD . The demonic nature of the serpent is conceded in 
all religions. Naa? is once preserved where the current Hebrew 
has bH-'iriD (I Chron. 26:4). 

DJD , in the fuller form "iW^ , is the name of a Syrian god, 
apparently the same with Adonis (see Duhm on Isa. 17 : 10) . 
The name meets us not only in Naaman the Syrian, but also as a 
Benjamite clan-name ("jaja , Gen. 46:21; Num. 26:40; I Chron. 
8:4,7). Personal names are D^S and nay3, also DymS , 
Q3Tn5< , D^DbX , and ^12^^ . The Phoenician sources give us 

n?^^], nTjva, nay^na, oynny, n?jyDnj, and nsb'oyD. 

"13 and his son "l33X ("ij''3K) may be compared with IJT'IS . 

VD , the moon-god worshiped in Babylonia, Syria, and South 
Arabia, gave his name, we may suppose, to Sinai. 

150 was worshiped among the Phoenicians, if we may judge 
by the names l!DD^j and I^DI^y . Conjecturally we may com- 
bine it with liT'DDTD , not infrequent among the Hebrews. 

"j^D is noticeable from the form "!53D"'!nX , with which we 
may combine in^DHD , of which IH^jSC may be a corruption. 

CIO : The sacred horses dedicated to the sun are known from 
II Kings 23:11. The proper name "'DID, Num. 13:11, and the 
place-name HDlD ^Sn , Josh. 19 : 5, may preserve relics of this 
cult. Among the Phoenicians we find a personal name DDClsy 
{CIS, I, 1, p. 95), which points to a divinity ODD with whom 
we may connect the Hebrew "'5300 , I Chron. 2 : 40. 

my , the wife of Lamech, has long been suspected of being a 
goddess in disguise, in which case there was probably a male 
divinity IV . Notice the proper names STiy , ''^y , l^bs , 

mybs, bsi^iy, m^y, lyr, myr, and the place ny^y. 

"ny and "Ijy, dialectically different, occur in so many forms 
that we must take account of them: "iTy^X, Axie^ep (for ^TyN), 

iTy^bK, bi^-^nry, miTy, niyr, -\v, iiTy, atmy, miy. All these 

are personal names. An Aramaic king is "ITynH , if the reading 
is correct. In Phoenician we have iTy, iTyD^lCH, "ITybya, 
by3"ITy , "lTy^3 . in the alternate form we have the personal and 
place-name "liy , and the person bs^"l"iy , with which compare 
the Phoenician I33"ny . The celebrated place Ebenezer shows 
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itself, then, to be the 'Stone-of-Ezer,' and must have receiveu 
its name from a maggebah like the one at Bethel. The change 
of the name Azariah to Uzziah, which has puzzled the expositors, 
will now be accounted for as an endeavor to get rid of an idola- 
trous suggestion. 

TS* and TTS naturally become divine names, as we see from 
Aziz, noticed above. In Hebrew we have 171T , bS''Ty , S'^T? , 
in'T3?, Tiy, NTy, ^V, nW, Xny, TrtV, and riTJTy; in Phoe- 
nician, HTyin^' , '^b^Jiy , and 1V1JSI ; in Palmyrene, TirV is 
the name of a man and also of a god. 

"iQSy , a totemistic personal name, is found in Phoenician as 
well as in Hebrew [CIS, I, 1, p. 272). 

"iT'by , used as a name of God by itself and also in conjunction 
with blii , tTdT , and QTlbx , was probably a separate divinity in the 
earlier time. According to Eusebius, the name was in use among 
the Phoenicians [^Praep. Evang., i, 36 from Philo of Byblos). 

D? is another of the names of kinship, and is used in a large 
variety of combinations parallel to those in which we find other 
divine names: DybH (Phoenician DJ'bS), 0^3123'' (unless leaae- 
/3oa\ represents the true reading), DyD1% Dl'jy, ^ID^^jy, and 
others. The people "pay "'33 possibly traced their origin to 
this deity. 

(iDy may be a reminiscence of the Babylonian Anu. We find 
roy, ""Sy, rr'Dy, iba^y. For niyDS we have the contracted 

form ^<3yn , nsya . 

riDy , a Syrian goddess, perhaps originally the female counter- 
part of Anu, has given her name to several places; Wy T\''2, 
flliy n-'l, niWy (Am^w^ once for ■]n3n, Josh. 19:14), rT'lHWy . 
It is also Phoenician (Cook, p. 80). 

miTlHy , the chief goddess of the Canaanites (Ishtar of the 
Babylonians), is directly asserted to have been worshiped by the 
Israelites. It is remarkable, therefore, that aside from some 
place-names she does not appear in Old Testament proper names. 
This shows how thoroughly names which gave offense have been 
removed from our texts. Besides the place-names preserved to us 
there may have been others, for <3 gives Aa-rapcoO for Dlltiy in 
Num. 32:34; Josh. 16:5. mmcyn (Josh. 21:27, usually supposed 
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to be for r\"imry tr'n) has a curious parallel in the Carthaginian 
personal name nimuyS which we should take to be for fl"int23?nUi 

or nimryDn. 

TS , ^TS> , ninS was a divinity at Palmyra (notice tiriyiny, 
cited by Baudissin PRE^, II, p. 172), better known in the syn- 
cretistic fprm tiny'iriy (Atargatis). In Hebrew we find "'171? 
and riTiy. 

tibs occurs as the name of a clan, and in the place-name, 
tibs ln"'n . We find also bj^-'isbsi , irT'tibS (and the abbreviated 
form ■'tabs, vocalized in two ways), t3bS"'bl!<, tabsbK , and tibS"', 
perhaps for tsbST . 

"liyS is made the name of a divinity in a late document. 
Earlier we find 1153 byn and "liys ri"'3 . The obscure name 
■'lyS, II Sam. 23:35, may represent IH^nyS . 

VIS is one of the clans of Judah. We find also yiB '^'Cr\ , 

Q-'iiis byn, and my yis. 

nns . The Egyptian Ptah may be concealed in the Hebrew 
iT'ririS . In Phoenician we find a man named S^nnS , and another 

named nnsn^y . 

pnS appears as the name of a divinity in the Phoenician 
"jlDlpniS and "plSpTl. It is also the name of a man {CIS, 1, 
p. 200). It is found in combination in South Arabia. Hebrew 
forms are pnS , pn:2 , p'7:£''3l!!^ , plS-'3b7J , pisin^ , in"'p'j:2 . 

"lis , "i2 , the Rock, is not uncommon as a figurative designa- 
tion of God. But the widespread adoration of rocks, stones, and 
mountains shows that the designation was originally more than 
a figure of speech. In Aramaic we find "1213 (Cook, p. 171). 
Compare the Hebrew forms "l112''bi< , bsi'^lliS , A^eiaovp (for 

!!<in^ns, Ex. 6:23), H^ns (n^ii2?), •'-ii, "iisms, -ITT-'IIS, 

and the place-names "l1S7J , 12 ISna , and 112 n''! . The name 
of the city Tyre may belong here. 

ObS was an Arabian divinity, and may have given names to 
two localities and a man liabS in our Hebrew text. 

1132 is found as a place-name in 1132 byu outside of Pales- 
tine, and 1132 was also a town of Gad, Josh. 13:27. Personal 
names are -jlBS , 11^32 , ■]32^bS , ■j32bi< , and rT'332 . In Phoe- 
nician we find ■32nay, 13211, and bya532 (name of a woman). 



60 Theophoeous Proper Names in Old Testament 

mp appears in Ezekiel (47:19 @, KaBijn for 'ffl'lp ), and also 
in ma^p , "iTanp , bs^-anp . Cadmus, who brought letters into 
Greece, if a god or a demigod, belongs here. There is a South 
Arabian name mpbi< . 

Cip in DIp^S , Ezra 2: 53, may be the Nabataean divinity who 
appears in the name "fljOp (Cook, p. 233). 

^■'p designates the first outlaw, the first of the smiths, the 
eponym of the Kenites, and must have been an object of worship. 
Place-names in Palestine are riTp and D'3"'p , and the patriarch 
Kenan bears a very similar name. A South Arabian divinity 
]3''p is known, and we have 1D''p as Nabataean name of a woman 
(Cook, p. 228). 

ID^p , the father of Saul, may have been called for a god TT^p 
or ISlp. Compare Qaushmalaka, an Edomite name known to 
us from the Assyrian, with llTT'^lp (I Chron. 15:17; in the par- 
allel passage, 6:29, it is "'TU^p). We have also a river "pTCp, the 
town "iVTCp , and the patronymic ''TUlpbS . Nabataean names are 

ifm-'P and mr'^p. 

DjT , known to be a divinity, appears as the name of a man in 
the genealogy, I Chron. 2:47, and in the compound "ib/J DjT , 
Zech. 7:2. 

bm , the eponymous ancestress of a group of tribes, was wor- 
shiped, as appears from the sacred pillar marking her grave. We 
are not surprised, therefore, to find the name b~"ins . 

DH"! is said to be a divinity according to the Palmyrene 
inscriptions, and also in South Arabia (Baethgen, p. 91). It is 
perhaps not too bold to associate with him UHI and Dim of 
our text. 

nS"l , a clan in Judah and a man in Benjamin (II Sam. 4:2; 
notice Vrj^a^, place-name for PiS"! I Chron. 4:12), suggests the 
Aramaic bstnSI , lainn^ (Cook, pp. 159, 171). 

D"l occurs in isolation, and also in the combinations D"i3S , 
D"l^ni<, DTnx (Axt/oa/i also for Dim), D^^Sb^J, n-')2-\, DI'DIi^, 
and miri"'. Whether D1"ll!3 and n7Jl"i belong here is not cer- 
tain. Phoenician names are Dlbyn , byH'Ol , and D1Dbl3 . 

'I^T is the Hebrew form of Rammftn, the Assyrian, Syrian, 
and South Arabian god of the thunder. He gives his name to two 
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towns and a rock in Israel, besides Vafi/j^cDv for ri153l!<1 , I Chron. 
6:80(65). We find also lltti m, ]'V2-i p, and ynS X^-n"). 
The name Hadad-Rimmon has already been commented upon. 

Ka (yi), the Egyptian sun-god, has perhaps left traces in yT^HS. 

~[^1 appears in Phoenician in the composite divine name 
r|l£"imp-)/3 (Cook, p. 361). Kizpah, the concubine of Saul, is 
an apparent derivative. 

blXTB , Saul, is the name of an Edomite, and of three Israelites. 
We have also bSilUiri'J and bt<T23''53 ; and a town conquered by Seti 
is given the name bi^TBlT'!! . It is a question, therefore, whether 
the 'Hill-of-Saul' (Gibeath Saul)'^ was named for the Israelite king 
or for a divinity who gave his name, not only to the place, but to 
the man ; blXTU should be the god of the underworld, Sheol. 

y3T13 , or with the softer labial yilB , appears as a proper name 
(in both forms), and we find ynir-'bj*, yiTT-^bx, yiTU'^nit, ym23in\ 

ft?3"j:in\ yiiD'in\ (ynur), snyjra, yiinra, yiir'^sba, besides 

the place-name ynifl "iS2 . In Aramaic we have Tlbyilfl , con- 
tracted from Tibxynifl {CIS, II, 1, p. 119), and a god Sibi or 
Sibitti is known to the Babylonian epic (Jastrow, Religion 
Bahyloniens und Assyriens, p. 173; KAT^, p. 413). 

■'TUJ in ■'TC bii is supposed by the latest pentateuchal author 
to be the name by which Yahweh revealed himself to the patri- 
archs. The word appears also in "-iTfl^ry , ''ly5"'ni:2 , and 'WC'l'm . 
These also are late, but, as we have knowledge of ancient divini- 
ties called D"'T1I3 , whose name appears in D■'^^I3 p7^y , we suspect 
that the original ■'HTH was one of these. Meterafiat for bXTI3"'5a in 
Lev. 10: 4 is perhaps a further trace of this name. 

^1123 occurs as a man's name, and also in the compounds 

■TnE"'ns, ma^riK (A^tJ/X), and nniu. 

"imu , the Dawn, would naturally be personified, and the name 
appears in inTB^nj^, laaprjX (for D'^nriTi: , I Chron. 8:8), and 
n^'iniS . Compare the Phoenician by3"imiJ . 

■'IB looks like a mutilated form of some longer name. It is 
found in "©aSi, ^TE''35<, ^TC^ (for ■'TriT^S^) . Once we meet 
A/3etcra for jTr"'3i< , also Afiea-aai for \XO'Cy . The name ""ain is 
probably contracted from •'TUImS . 

12 Notice that Saul's home is apparently the Hill-ot-God of I Sam. 10:5. 
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liir is at the basis of I^TBTE^ (for liTDTCit). We find also 
a man named ^i113 and a place 1115T23 . 

nblC , name of a man (or tribe) in the genealogies, is also 
the patron of the Pool of Siloam (rib's). TlblB , a man, and 
QTlblB , a place, may properly be mentioned here along with the 
Phoenician HblTDX . 

DblU is a frequent element in proper names : DblCSlfi , QblCSX , 

nnbia, rjbTS, rr^^b^, DibiD, iiabTU, bs-'abir (2aXaAitj?\ also 

once for b^TJlT, Num. 34:20; once for yV2^ , Num. 13:4), 
2eXe/u,ta? (for rT'^aTi: , Jer. 43 [36]: 12), the city Jerusalem and 
the sanctuary Dib'UJ tlTl'' . Once we find 2a\\et/i for TUlb , and 
OblCa may be DbTr3a. In Phoenician we have QbllJ , QblCSS"', 
Dbirna, and Dbirbyn. A divinity -j^jbuj is attested by an in- 
scription (Cook, p. 42), and is known also in Babylonia. 

D123 , one of Noah's sons, was probably a divinity. We discover 
the name in bKl7JT2J and yT^Tfl ; possibly also in ''5312 (for 
irT'lSlD), n^JTC, "Qi«7JT2J, DHaiS , and ''"11235311:. The name of 
Moses' son Dl23"l3 may belong here. On a deity with a similar 
name among the Assyrians see KAT^, pp. 483 f. Phoenician 
gives us D12 and bnT53ir . 

^53123 , the alleged owner of the site of Samaria, would more 
naturally be taken for the patron deity of the place. In this 
case devotion to him is indicated further by the names "fMllJ , 
n73llC, ''ni3Tfl, ni531fl, irr^naifl, and ni53T73123. 

12373123 , the Sun, was widely worshiped throughout Asia, and 
must have been the tutelary deity of the hero "1112353113 , as well as 
of the localities 12353123 n"'2 and 12353123 1^'$ . In Ezra 4:8 we find 
a certain "'12353113, and (§ gives us Axio'a/J''^'; (for "'53123''nX) and 
A^ei<7aiJ.a<; (for yil23''nK). In Phoenician we find 12353123D15< and 
"jbl2312353123 ; in Assyrian, Samsi-Adad and others. 

T'yi23 , a satyr-like demon, gave his name to Mount Seir, and 
he and his congeners had sanctuaries in Jerusalem down to the 
time of the exile— D-'nyi23n 1^1531, II Kings 23:8. Whether 
n"l'^yi23 and D"'"0'123 , place-names, belong here is not certain, but 
n^"iyi23 , I Chron. 8:38, seems significant. 

"Il^m is a mountain, a fountain, and a sacred tree ; therefore a 
divinity. The rallying-place of the warriors under Barak would 
naturally be a sanctuary. 
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l^jn , name of a place and of a clan, occurs in the combina- 
tion "lan by3 and in TOfl "jlSSri . Further, the man's name 
IXin^Si may be for "17jr\^ZlS or "l^ma^K . 

bsn is the name of a place in the desert, and is also an ele- 
ment of the personal name bsriTlS . 

~"ir\ , the well-known household divinity (always in the plural 
in our texts), seems not to be used in the formation of any proper 
name that has come down to us. 

This Kst contains over a hundred names; and if we add to it 
the animal names given by other authors, we shall have a hundred 
and fifty possible names of divinities. The precarious nature 
of the evidence for some of them is evident; yet, when all 
due allowance is made for this, we have a considerable number 
that are reasonably certain. When we consider how industriously 
the effort was made to keep such names out of the text, we are 
surprised rather that so many have come down to us. While the 
mere possession of the names gives us no light on the nature of 
Israel's polytheism, we are able, with the help of the other Semitic 
sources, to get a general idea of Hebrew popular religion. It is 
clear, for example, that the polydemonism of the desert is repre- 
sented by the se'irim and shedim. The large group of animal 
names points to the same stage of religious thought. Sacred 
plants and wells, with the divinities who inhabit them, are quite 
analogous to what we find in other Semitic religions. Survivals 
have been pointed out in Syria in our own time. 

The larger nature-worship, as we may call it, whose objects 
are sun, moon, stars, the dawn, the lightning, and the fire, is 
attested by our list and needs no extended comment. The Old 
Testament writers are aware that their people were easily drawn 
away to worship the Host of Heaven. They thought, indeed, that 
this was a yielding to foreign influences, as in part it may have 
been. But the tendency to revere these objects is so natural to 
man that we shall hardly go wrong in assuming that we have here 
primitive Semitic traits. 

Our attention is next called to the group which we may call 
Syrian, in which we may without hesitation put Baal, Astarte, 
Gad, Meni, Anath, Kimmon, Adonis, Melek, and Naaman. Per- 
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haps Asher should be added to the list. Gad is the most signifi- 
cant, for he was not only a Syrian divinity, but the eponym of 
one of the tribes of Israel. All of these were, however, wor- 
shiped in Canaan before the conquest, and their survival in 
Israel was due to the amalgamation of Israel and the Canaanites. 
Edom, on the other hand, as eponym of a people allied by blood 
with Israel, was probably only sporadically worshiped in Canaan. 

These eponyms call attention to the question of animism. Were 
the eponyms deified men, or were the gods adopted by the tribes 
as ancestors? The answer cannot be given. But of animism in 
the definite sense we have evidence in the worship offered at the 
graves of Kachel and Deborah. Absalom's pillar is interpreted 
in the same sense, but to follow up the evidence outside of proper 
names is not our present purpose. The teraphim, however, may 
be mentioned, as they occur in the list given above. They are 
usually supposed to be the ancestral images, though it is to be 
wished that the evidence were more definite. The personified 
kinsmen, however — Ab, Ah, Am, and Dod — may be plausibly 
interpreted as evidence of animism. 

Foreign gods came in from two sides, as we might expect. 
Egypt contributed Amon, Osiris, Horus, Muth, and Ra. We 
naturally suspect Zephon also of being in this group. But, as we 
have evidence of a Phoenician god of this name, we cannot insist 
on our hypothesis. From the eastern quarter (Assyria-Babylo- 
nia) we have Adar, Bel, Dagon, Nebo, Tammuz, and El — unless 
the last named is a primitive Semitic divinity. Tammuz does not 
appear in our list of proper names, but we have Ezekiel's evidence 
that he was worshiped in Jerusalem at a late date. From the 
Moabites we get Chemosh. 

After accounting in this way for a number of divinities in our 
list, we still have a residuum of which we know only the names. 
Some of them are personifications of abstract qualities, like 
Goodness, Help, Strength, Plenty, and Splendor. Others were 
strictly local deities, like Tabor. The main result of our study is 
to confirm the conclusion, long ago reached by critical scholars, 
that monotheism never was the doctrine of the mass of the Israel- 
ites until after the exile. 
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In the first edition of my Messianic Prophecy (1886) I made 
an analysis of Isaiah 40-66, in order to explain its Messianic 
ideas and arrange them in proper order. I then distinguished 
three sections of this prophecy: 

I. A long poem in the trimeter measure, whose principal 
theme was the divine deliverance of the Servant of Yahweh, 
divided into five parts, each closing with a refrain consisting of 
a little hymn or piece of a similar character: (1) 42:10-11, (2) 
44:23, (3) 49:12-13, (4) 55:12-13, (5) 61:10-11. 

II. A long poem in the pentameter measure, whose principal 
theme was the deliverance of Zion, the wife of Yahweh. This 
also had five parts, each closing with the refrain indicating the 
departure from Babylon: (1) 42:14-17, (2) 48:20-22, (3) 52: 
11-12, (4) 57:14^21, (5) 62:10-12. 

III. An appendix, 63-66, of various elements, some pre-exilic 
and some post-exilic, partly composed and partly edited by an 
author who attached them to the two earlier poems, which he 
welded together and edited. He divided the whole work into 
three parts with refrains, 48:22; 57:20-21; 66:24. 

I showed that the two earlier poems were distinguished: first, 
by measures, trimeter and pentameter — among the latter I then 
recognized some hexameters, which I have now abandoned ; second, 
by the parallel themes, the Servant in the trimeter and Zion in 
the pentameter; third, by a reference in the trimeter to the great 
conqueror in general terms, in the pentameter by the name Cyrus ; 
fourth, by the use of the divine name HIH^ "'inS in the pentam- 
eter and the appendix, but not in the trimeter. I did not at 
that time give a complete analysis, because I was concerned only 
with the Messianic idea, and had no space for it. I did not 
attempt any further textual criticism or removal of glosses than 
was necessary for my purpose. 

67 
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In 1886 critics of all schools recognized and maintained the 
unity of Isaiah 40-66, although some recognized earlier and later 
elements to a limited extent. The most important work had been 
done by Ewald, who divided the original prophecy into two parts, 
40-48 and 49-60, and stated that 61-66 were appendices, and 
that several little pieces were insertions from earlier prophets. 

In 1892 Duhm issued his able Commentary on Isaiah, in which 
he made an analysis of Isaiah 40-66, apparently without any 
knowledge of my previous work. He recognized differences of 
measure, and used these to a limited extent in his analysis; but 
he was more influenced by other considerations and has all the 
arbitrariness of the older fragmentary hypothesis. His use of 
the measures enables him to detect many glosses, but he is not 
sufficiently well grounded in the principles of Hebrew poetry to 
reach correct results either in the measures or in the strophical 
organization of the poems. Cheyne followed Duhm, only with 
increased arbitrariness. It is astonishing that a man who changes 
his own mind so often that one cannot be sure of quoting him 
correctly should be so insistent upon an absolute uniformity both 
of vocabulary and thought in this great prophet of the exile as 
to rule out from him any, even the most minor, deviations from 
a pretended type. It is not encouraging to sound scholarship to 
see so many of the younger German scholars following in their 
footsteps. 

My purpose in this article is to revise my analysis of Isaiah 
40-62 in order to distinguish the two great poems of the great 
prophet of the Exile. I give first the trimeter poem translated 
and arranged in measures, strophes, and in five parts, then the 
pentameter poem in the same way. I limit myself to such critical 
notes as seem to be necessary to my purpose. These are given at 
the foot of the page. I am obliged to consider the limits of space 
in such a composite work as these volumes in honor of my lamented 
friend. 
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THE EARLIEE TRIMETER POEM 
Part I 

40:12 Who hath measured the waters in the hollow of His hand, 
And the heavens with a span meted out, 
And comprehended in a tierce the dust of the earth, 
And weighed in scales the mountains, 
And (weighed out) ' the hills in balances ? 

13 Who hath directed the spirit of Yahweh, 

And the man of His counsel maketh Him know, 
And^ hath taught Him (in the path oP) knowledge? 

14 Who* exchanged counsel and made Him understand, 
And taught Him in the path of justice. 

And the way of understanding made Him know ? 

15 Behold the nations are as a drop of a bucket, 
And as the small dust of the balances are counted. 
Behold the isles as a very little thing He taketh up, 

16 And Lebanon is not sufficient to burn. 

And its animals are not sufficient for a whole burnt offering.^ 

18 To whom'' will ye liken 'El, 

Or what likeness will ye compare to Him ? 

19 The graven image a workman melteth. 
And a refiner with gold spreadeth it. 
And with chains of silver refineth it.' 

20 A tree that will not rot he chooseth, 
A cunning workman he seeketh him, 

To set up a graven image that shall not be moved. 

21 Know ye not ? -* 

TT i« S 



Hear ye not ?- 



1 A verb is needed to complete the measure, as in the synonymous linee ; read, probably, 
ObC , omitted because of ObD in the previous line. 

2 This line, which properly should close the strophe, has by error been transposed to 
14c, where it is out of place. It is not in ffi, probably because its uncertain position dis- 
credited its authenticity. 

3 The measure requires n*li5 or *^"Tli probably the former because of its use in the 
preceding line after misplacement. 

* riS before 1TQ is improbable; it is an explanatory gloss, making an awkward change 
of subject. 

5 Verse 17 repeats 15 in a dogmatic form, and makes the strophe just so much too long; 
it is therefore doubtless a gloss. 

6 The 1 is a gloss of connection, frequently inserted by prosaic copyists. 

7 nifll^in IDD^n is a gloss to introduce another action. 

8The last tone was omitted from these two lines for metrical pause, to make the qurs- 
tions more distinct and emphatic; see my Comm. on the Book of Psalms, p. 5. 
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It' hath been told you from the beginning, 
Ye' have understood from the foundations^ of the earth; 
40:22 It is He that is enthroned upon the circle of the earth, 
The inhabitants thereof being as grasshoppers ; 
He that stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain,' 
And hath spread* them out as a tent to dwell in. 

23 It is He that bringeth princes to nothing, 

The judges of earth as a thing of naught f 
21 Yea, they have not been planted, 

Yea, they have not been sown. 

Yea, they have not taken root, 

Their stock is (not)* in the earth; 

Moreover' he hath blown against them and they have withered 

And a whirlwind taketh them away as stubble. 

25 To» whom will ye liken ('El)," 

That I may be equal, saith the Holy One? 

26 Lift up on high your eyes.'" 
Who hath created these, 

That bringeth out in number their host, 

To all of them by name calleth. 

By the greatness of strength and might " of power. 

Not one lacking? 

27 Why sayest thou, Jacob, 
(Why) " speakest thou, Israel, 

"My way is hid from Yahweh, 
And from my God my cause passeth away?" 
23 Dost thou not know," hear, 

' Xlbn is a gloss of misiaterpretatioQ, making the lines too long for good measure. 

^mOTa is an error for n"nD'''n (Duhm, Cheyne, Marti) or nilDITa'a (Lowth). 

3 pT a. A. ; ffi ws Ka-fjLapav. Read 2?p13 . with KlostermanQ, Cheyne, Marti. 

*Dnfl^'^ «■ ^. : BDB, Lexicon, "hath spread them out.'' 

' ntOy is an explanatory gloss, against the measure. 

6 5D is needed for measure and good sense. 

^^ is improbable, as 0^ must be attached to the next word for good measure; see 
Comm, on the Book of Psalms, p. xliii. 

8 ^ has been prefixed as in 18. 

^bii is needed for measure, as in 18; it has been supplanted by the su£f. *15 — by a 
prosaic copyist, possibly because of the fuller ending of the verb in V^ as in 18. mtDSI 
goes with next line; for measure and accent of MX are erroneous. 

"^'liS^I1 1 a frequent expansive gloss in such connections. 

11 VIB^ , adj., error for yoiH , noun, as in the versions ; parallel to i'l . 

i^n^b should be repeated for good measure. 

'^ fi^b DK is a prosaic gloss against measure. 
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The everlasting God, Yahweh, 

The Creator of the ends of the earth, 

Painteth not, neither is weary? 

There is no searching of His understanding, 
40:29 Giver of power to the faint, 

And to the one without might, strength." 

30 The youths faint and are weary. 
And young men stumble exceedingly; 

31 But they that wait on Yahweh renew their power, 
They mount up with wings as eagles,^ 

They go and faint not. 

41 : 1 Listen silently unto Me, ye isles. 
And let the peoples renew strength; 
Let them draw near, then let them speak, 
"Together for judgment let us approach." 

2 Who hath awakened one from the East, 
Victory causeth to meet' him at every step, 
Giveth before him nations. 

And kings (before him)* beateth down ? 

He giveth them as dust to his sword. 
As driven stubble to his bow; 

3 He pursueth them, he passeth in safety 
On the path which he goeth not on foot. 

4 Who hath wrought and done it, 
Calling generations from the beginning, 
I, Yahweh, the first. 

And with the last am I the same. 

5 The coasts saw and feared, 
The ends of the earth trembled, 
They drew near and came (together);^ 

6 Everyone helpeth his neighbor,* 

7 The workman strengtheneth the refiner, 

1 riiH^'^ is aa expansive gloss against measure. 

^ ly^'''^ Ssl 132TT^ is not in accord with the simile of eagles flying, and makes the 
strophe just this line too long. It was a marginal note which has crept into the text. 

' initnp'^ , erroneous massoretic interpretation for ^ntilp*^ • 

* "m"! , erroneous massoretic interpretation for H"!*^ ; I^DBv was doubtless in the 
original, as the measure requires {cf. 45: 1) ; and was omitted by a prosaic copyist because 
it had been used in the previous line and so would be tautological in prose. 

6(5 a/bia implies nn*^, needed for measure. 

*pTn TQS'' "iTIS^bl does not suit the context, ffi is uncertain; ffiB koX tio iSn\if>if icai 
ipet Iff^ufffc. ai-Tjp TeKviav. ffiflsAW kol to, a5eK<j}to fiorjBriiTai. It was an uncertain seam connecting 
the activity of the nations with that of the individual workman. It gives the verb pTH a 
different meaning in the same context. 
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And he that smootheth with the hammer him that smiteth' the 

anvil, 
Saying of the soldering "It is good;" 
And he strengthened it with nails that it should not be moved.^ 

41: 8 But thou Israel, My servant, 
Jacob whom I have chosen, 
Seed of Abraham who loved Me,' 
9 I have chosen thee and not rejected thee. 
10 Fear not for I am with thee, 

Be not dismayed for I am thy God; 

I do strengthen thee, yea, I do help thee, 

I do uphold thee* with the right hand of My righteousness.^ 

15 Behold I do make thee" a threshing instrument,' 
A new one having edges; 

It* will thresh the mountains and will beat them small. 
And will make the hills as chaff, 

16 It" will fan them and the wind will carry them away, 
And the whirlwind will scatter them; 

But thou wilt exult in Yahweh, 

Thou wilt boast in the Holy One of Israel. 

n The aiBicted' seeking water. 

Whose tongue with thirst doth fail, 

I, Yahweh, will answer them. 

The God of Israel, I will not forsake them; 
18 I will open on the bare heights rivers, 

In the midst of valleys fountains, 

I will make the wilderness into a pool of water. 

And a thirsty land into springs of water.' 

* riK is a prosaic gloss, against the measure, which requires that we should connect 
Obin with QyS in one tone. 

2 There is no sufficient reason for removing verses 6 and 7 to follow 40:20, as Oort, 
Duhm, Cheyne, Marti do; for this transposition spoils the strophes in both cases. The 
verses are needed here to prepare for the antithesis in the next strophe. Verse 5 also is 
suited to the context, and needed for the strophe; it is not a gloss, as Duhm would have it, 

3 Verse 9a6c gives an historical reference to the call of Abraham ; an original marginal 
note. 

* ClX is an intensive gloss, against the measure. 

5 Verses 11-14 continue the pentameter poem 40: 1-11 ; see p. 94. 

6 It is difficult in this contest to think of Israel as this threshing instrument ; it is most 
natural to refer it to the conqueror from the East of verse 2. It seems probable that a 
later editor misinterpreted it, and, referring it to Israel, introduced the b here and the 
second person of the verb, instead of the third in the subsequent verbs. Only thus do we 
get the proper antithesis for 16c. 

' Vl^in is an interpretative gloss. 

* D^3T3Xm and I^SI are expansive glosses, destroying the measures. 
»Cf. Is. 30:35. 
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41:19 I will put in the wilderness the cedar, the acacia, 
And the myrtle and the oleaster tree; 
I will set in the wilderness the' fir-tree. 
The pine and the box together, 

20 That they may see and they may know. 

And they may consider, and they may tmderstand together, 
That the hand of Yahweh hath done it,' 
The Holy One of Israel hath created it. 

21 Draw near,^ saith Yahweh, 
Bring near your mighty ones, 
Saith the King of Jacob. 

22 Let them bring them near, and declare to us 
That which will happen, 

The former things what they are,' 

And let us put our minds* upon their latter end; 

Of those things that are to come make us hear. 

23 Declare the things that are to come hereafter. 
That we may know that ye are gods. 

Yea, ye should do good or do evil. 

That we may be dismayed and (fear)'* together.* 

25 I have raised up one from the North and he is come. 
From the rising of the sun that he may encounter,' 
And he may trample' rulers as mortar, 

And as a potter treadeth clay. 

26 Who hath declared it from the beginning?' 
And beforetime, that we may say "he is right?" 
Yea, there is none that declareth. 

Yea, there is none that maketh it heard, 
Yea, there is none that sayeth it;'"- " 
28 And I see that there is no one, 

' nST is an interpretative gloss, against the measnre. 

2 Q3i1"l is an interpretative gloss, against the measure. 

3 "n^jin is an expansive gloes, against the measure, 
ij^y'^^l is an expansive gloss, against the measure. 

5 J{"^3 is an error for XI^J • 

6 Verse 2i is a gloss, a duplicate of 29, and premature. 

' By misinterpretation of Sipl , IIO'O^ was added, against the measure. 

855^1 is an error for 013^ . as most critics after Clericus and Lowth have recognized. 

9 nynSI is a gloss as in 22 above. 

10Q31"113X yaiC is a textual error; ^tytO is a repetition due to the mistaken addition 
of the snfif. D3 to an original laS . which is required to correspond with 266. 

"Verse 27 is a gloss, not harmonious with the context; probably originally on the 
margin. 
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And of them there is no counsellor, 

That I may ask them, and they may return a word." 

42:1 Behold My servant whom I uphold, 

My chosen in whom My soul delighteth; 

I have put My spirit upon him, 

Justice to the nations will he bring forth; 

2 He will not cry, nor lift up, 

Nor cause his voice to be heard in the street; 

3 A broken reed will he not break off, 
And the faint wick will he not quench.^ 

5 Thus saith Yahweh, the true God,^ 

He who created the heavens and stretched them out, 

He that spread out the earth and that which cometh out of it, 

He that giveth breath* upon it, 

And spirit to them that go therein; 

6 I, Yahweh, have called thee, 

With righteousness will I hold^ thy hand, 

And I will keep thee for a covenant of the people.^ 

I will give thee for a light of the nations; 

7 To open the blind eyes, 

To bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 

From the house of restraint those dwelling in darkness. 

8 I am Yahweh, that is My name, 

And My glory to another will I not give.' 

9 The former things, behold they are come to pass, 
And new things I am declaring." 

10 Sing to Yahiveh a new song, 

His praise from the end of the earth ; 
Let the sea (thundery and its fulness, 
The coasts and their inhabitants ; 

1 Verse 29 is a gloss, giving an answer that the context does not suggest, but is rather 
a dogmatic utterance of a later editor. 

2 Verse 3c repeats Id and is a gloss; so is the whole of 4, with the reference to the 
coasts. Both enlarge the strophe beyond its normal dimensions. 

3bt?n. Ps. 85:9, probably for D^nbi^n. 

*Dyb is an expansive gloss. 

s "1 is a gloss of misinterpretation of its connection in the sentence. 

'^3^lS^ goes with the last two words to begin the next strophe. There has been, as 
often, a prosaic combination of verbs. 

' D V^DD^ Tibnm is an expansive gloss, against the measure. 

8 Verse 9c is an expansive gloss, out of the measure and the strophical organization. 

^□y*n*l, as Lowth conjectured, has been corrupted into '1T^^^. 
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42:11 Let the wilderness (exulty and its (flocks),' 
The settlements where Kedar diuelleth ; 
Let the inhabitants of Sela jubilate, 
From the top of the mountains shout." 

Part II 

18 Ye deaf, hearken (to hear),* 
And ye blind, look to see. 

19 Who is blind but My servants," 
And deaf but (their rulers)?" 

20 Ye saw' many things without (seeing), 
Opened their ears without hearing. 

21 Yahweh was pleased, for His righteousness' sake. 
To magnify and make glorious the teaching.' 

23 Who among you will give ear to this, 
Will hearken and hear for time to come ? 

24 Who gave Jacob for a spoil. 

And Israel to robbers; was it not Yahweh?' 

25 And He poured upon him fury, 

His anger and the fierceness of battle; 

And it set him on fire round about, and he knew it not, 

And burned in him, and he laid it not to heart. 

43:1 And now thus saith Yahweh, 

Who created thee, O Jacob, and who formed thee:'" 

Fear not for I do redeem thee, 

I have called (thee)" by thy name, thou art Mine. 

I I^TS"! is a corruption of an original ITU^TU'i ; so Klostermann, Graetz, Cheyne, Marti. 
Z'l'i'iy does not suit tlie wilderness; it is an error for 1*1*ny, the T haying been 

omitted by haplography. 

3 Verses 12 and 13 are glosses of an expansive character, not suited to the context. 
This is followed by a strophe of the pentameter poem, 14-17, the continuation of 41:11 f.; 
see p. 94. 

* The measure and parallelism require yiOttjb • 

5 ffi has plur,, as the context indeed requires ; the sing, in MT is an erroneous interpre- 
tation. 

« So ffi, which omits altogether T|y 113 HblBX ''3X5133 • The last clause is a gloss. 

'mi?"! Qre, infln. abs., parallel with nIpS . is "le correct reading; Ktib niSI is a 
misinterpretation. "DSTDn Sbl belongs in next line, only it should be 2 plur., as the con- 
text requires. In this line IH^n is necessary for good sense. 

8 Verse 22 is a gloss, originally on the margin, descriptive of the sufferings of the peopla 
at the Exile. 

9 Verse 24c is a gloss, originally on the margin, giving the reason for the afflictionB. 
*'*bi5"nB'^ is here a gloss, making line a tetrameter. 

II The suff. should be added to JIJ as in (5 d, Lowth. 
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43: 2 When' in waters I will be with thee, 
And rivers^ will not overflow thee; 
When' in fire thou wilt not be burned, 
And the flame will not consume thee; 

3 For I, Yahweh, thy God, 

The Holy One of Israel, thy Savior, 
Will give Egypt as thy ransom. 
Gush and Sheba in thy stead, 

4 Since thou art precious in Mine eyes. 
Thou art honored and I love thee; 
And I will give (lands) ^ in thy stead 
And peoples instead of thy life. 

5 From ' the sun-rising will I bring thy seed. 
And from sun-setting will I gather thee; 

6 I will say to the North, "Give up!" 
And to the South, "Withhold not!" 
Bring My sons from afar, 

And My daughters from the ends of the earth, 

7 All who are called by My name,^ 
Whom I formed, yea made.* 

9 Who can declare this. 

And former things can make us hear; 

Let them give their witnesses that they may be vindicated. 

And let them make it to be heard' and say faithfully,' 

10 That ye may know and ye may believe Me; 
That ye may understand that I am He. 
Before Me a^ God was not formed. 

And after Me there shall be none. 

11 I, I am Yahweh, 

And there is not besides Me a Savior. 

12 I, I declare," and I let it be heard. 

And there was not among you a strange (god) 

1 The verbs ^l^ypl and "^bCl are expaasive glosses, against tlie measure, 
li So (S ; the ^ is an assimilation to the previous line. 

3 Read mTOnS, as the context requires, with Duhm, Cheyne, Marti, for mS of ^; 
the n was omitted by haplography before pl of next word. 

*"'35< ins "^D Slin bS? Isagloss; so Duhm, Marti. 

'ITlX^i "^niDDbl is an expansive dogmatic gloss. 

•* Verses 8 and 9a& are glosses ; so also DHi , due to previous glosses. 

'lyjOTC^ is an erroneous interpretation; it should be Hiph., as usual, ^yi3T01. 

8 Verse 10, as far as 'jyisb is a gloss of expansion, destroying the measure and the 
symmetry of the strophe. 

"nyraim is dittograph of inyriDni. 
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Ye being My witnesses and I God.' 
43:13 Yea, from the days of old'' I am the same, 

And there is none that from My hand can deliver; 
I work, and who can reverse it? 

14 Thus saith Yahweh, 

Your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: 
For your sake have I sent against Babylon, 
And I have cast down the bars (for you), 
(And I have aroused My chosen), all of them.^ 
But as for the Chaldeans, for (mourning)* their ringing cry 
(is exchanged). 

15 I am Yahweh, your Holy One, 
Creator of Israel, your King. 

16 Thus saith Yahweh, 

(Your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel),^ 
He that made in the sea a way, 
And in the waters a path; 

17 That bringeth forth chariot and horse. 
Army and strength together; 

They lie down, they cannot rise up, 

They are extinct, as flax are they quenched: 

18 Remember not the former things, 
And consider not the things of old. 

19 Behold I am about to do a new thing; 
It sprouteth forth, can ye not know it? 
Yea, in the wilderness shall be a way, 
And in the desert will I put* rivers; 

20 The wild animals of the field will glorify Me, 
The jackals and the ostriches.' 

1 nin*^ DXD is not in <5, and is a gloBS, against the measure. 

^ D1^^ lias no meaning by itself ; ffi en dnr' apxn^ suggests Qbl!? *^tt^ or DHp ^12^ i 
and indeed the measure requires it, 

3 A line is missing in 18 and ffi, which, however, differ in verbs, showing either variant 
readings, or two similar lines, the one followed by 18, the other by (S, which is not infre- 
quently the case. The latter is more probable, as it supplies the missing line. The two 
were then, probably : 

*n'l''3S3, massoretic error for ni'D^O as Is. 29:2, Lam. 2:5; so Hitzig, Ewald, Marti. 

5 A line is missing, and even the first line lacks a tone. I venture to insert a line usual 
in such connections. 

' D^IDS? belongs to this line, not to the previous one. 

'Verses 20c-21 are a gloss, repetitious in character; so Duhm, Cheyne, Marti. 
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i3:22 Me hast thou not called, Jacob, 
Or' wearied Me, O Israel; 

23 Thou hast not brought thy whole burnt-offerings,^ 
And with peace offerings hast not honored Me; 

I have not made thee serve Me with grain offering, 
And I have not wearied thee with frankincense; 

24 Thou hast not got for Me calamus with silver, 

And with the fat of thy peace-offering thou hast not satiated Me.' 

25 I, even I, am the same, 

That blotteth out thy transgressions for Mine own sake. 
And thy sins I remember not. 

26 Put Me in remembrance, let us plead together; 
Tell it, that* thou mayest be justified. 

27 Thy first father sinned, 

And thy representatives transgressed against Me,' 

28 Therefore I gave up Jacob to the ban.* 

44 : 1 And now,' Jacob My servant, 

And Israel, whom I have chosen; 

2 Thus saith Yahweh, thy Maker, 

And He that formed thee from the womb to help thee: 

Fear not. My servant Jacob, 

And Jeshurun, whom I have chosen; 

3 For I will pour water upon the thirsty place. 
And streams upon the dry land. 

I will pour My Spirit upon thy seed. 
And My blessings upon thine offspring; 

4 And they shall spring forth, (as) grass among' (waters), 
As willows by the water courses; 

5 One will say, " I am Yahweh's," 
Another will proclaim his name Jacob; 

One will subscribe with his hand to Yahweh, 
And surname his name Israel. 

i'*^ is a gloss of misinterpretation; oiiSe of €K is a correct interpretation, because the 
force of the negative was carried over into this line. 

^ mi5 ^b is an expansive gloss. 

3 Verse 24cd is an antithesis sufficiently suggested without being inserted; it was a 
marginal justification of God. 

* The line has one word too many, probably riDit ; no such emphasis was needed. 

^ T15"Ip "^^TB bbniCI is of doubtful meaning in this context. It is probably an expan- 
sive gloss to the previous context, and should be in the third pers. as ffi .SS, but ^ has the 
first person and attaches it to subsequent context. 

5 The last two words, D1S"n35 bSTCI, are an expansive gloss. 

^y)3TB is a gloss, stating what was implied; against the measure. 

* ^33 , interpreted by Massora as pD3 , should more properly be D'^tt 1*^33 as in (5 { 
so Lowth. 
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44: 6 Thus saith Yahweh, the King,' 

And the Redeemer, Yahweh Sabaoth: 

I am first^ and last. 

And beside Me there is no God. 

7 Who is like Me 1 Let him come to the encounter, 

And let him declare it, and let him set it in order for Me. 
"Who hath made to be heard' former things, 
And what shall come to pass can declare ?* 

8 Fear ye not, and be not afraid;' 

Have I not from of old made thee hear ? 

Indeed I have declared it, ye being My witnesses," 

And there is no Eock (beside Me).' 

9 The framers of images, all of which' are unreal. 
And whose precious things profit not. 

Their witnesses" see not, 

And they know not, in order that they may be ashamed. 

10 Who hath formed an image, 

A god he has molten that is profitable'" for nothing!" 

12 A worker in iron doth (measure an idol),'^ 
And worketh (it)'^ in the coals. 

And formeth it with hammers. 
And worketh it with his strong arm. 
Yea, has he hunger he has no power. 
Has he not drunken water he is faint. 

13 A worker in wood doth stretch a line, 
He marketh it with a stylus, 

1 Read "^blOn and bi^^in » the liaes have been enlarged by the glosses b&C^T©"^ and the 
suffix. 

2 The repetition of ^^^ makes the statements more distinct and emphatic, but it 
destroys the measure and is therefore improbable. 

snVnS"! Dbl7 ny I'allB'a is a textual error for minX yaffln ia. The sepa- 
ration of y and dittography of 13 made Qy , and then 0513? and T were necessary for 
good sense. 

*The plur. and yci^ are errors of interpretation. 

'Head ISItl for irTlfl with Ewald, Budde, al. 

'■^nybSia mbS? TDTI is a gloss; mbS not elsewhere in Isaiah 40—66, and im- 
probable. 

^ "^fiyi^ bD is a corruption of an original ^*iybil3 ■ 

8QblD implies relative clause, DbD "iTBi? • 

*niOn, with extraordinary points ; textual error, dittograph of the previous QH suff. 

'" bK and boD have been transposed by error ; the former belongs in the second line. 

11 Verse 11 is a gloss of imprecation which interrupts the thought. 

12^2ty)D is probably an error for an original HiS? TO ; the "1 has been pressed out. 

'^ iri&? is needed for measure. 
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He shapeth it with planes, 
And with compasses marketh it out; 
And so he doth make it like the figure of a man, 
Like the beauty of a man to endure.' 
44 : 14 As for a house, he must hew him down cedars, 
And take the holm tree and the oak. 

And he secured him trees,^ 
Of the forest which (Yahweh)^ planted, 
Cedars* which the rain made to grow strong; 
15 And so a man had them to burn. 

And he took some of them and warmed himself, 
Yea, he kindleth them and baketh bread. 
Yea, he maketh a god and did worship it, 
He made it a graven image and fell down to it.^ 

21 Eemember these things, Jacob," 
For thou art My servant, 

I formed thee. My witness' art thou, 
Israel, do not forget' Me. 

22 I have blotted out as a thick cloud thy transgressions, 
And as a cloud" thy sins. 

Return unto Me, (Jacob);'" 

For I have redeemed thee, (Israel).'" 

23 Ring out, ye heavens (aftore)," 
That Yahweh hath done it; 
Shout, ye lower parts of the earth, 

' Il^Trb belongs with D155 to indicate the permanence of the image, as in 40 : 20 ; 41 : 7. 
The ri*^n is the house or temple for the image, and properly belongs in the next line. 

^^y"* *^3b73 is compressed from an original D^S^n, which belongs with the first 
line, and "12?^^ , which begins the second. 

3 (E has nin*' which is needed for measure. 

*7"lX, marked as doubtful by the little Nun, represents an original D''T"1&C, cedars, 
which being wrongly attached to the second line occasioned the insertion of the *1 before 
DTSri , all of which destroyed the measure of the three lines and its fine parallelism. 

5 Verses 16-20 are an expansive gloss, in prosaic style, and repetitious in character. 
There is no sufiicient reason, however, with Duhm, Cheyne, Marti, to regard the whole 
passage, 9-20, as a gloss. This prophecy throughout is characterized by its putting in anti- 
thesis the God of Israel with the idols of the heathen. 

^bSCniS^ inserted, as often, by error, making the line tetrameter. 

7 y^ "l^y , tautological ; probably an error for *i? ^^ . 

'■iSIBSn, error for l^lUn. 

9 This line needs another tone, either a verb or else the full form of the preposition, 
)i7 TaDI; cf.41:25; 51:6. 

10 These names are needed for measure. 

iiDITaiZJ is not in proper antithesis to VIS niTinin ; read 571313 as in 45: 8, and 
get the missing tone. 
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(That Yahiveh hath created i<);' 

Break forth, ye mountains, into ringing cries, 

Ye forest and every tree therein, 

That Yahweh hath redeemed Jacob, 

And in Israel beautifieth Himself J' 



Pabt III 



46: 1 Bel doth bow down,' 
Nebo doth stoop;''-* - 



Their images are for animals, 

And upon cattle are lifted up,* 

Are loaded as a burden to a weary (beast). 

2 They stoop, they bow down together, 
And are not able to deliver," 

And they themselves into captivity do go. 

3 Hearken unto Me, house of Jacob, 

And all the remnant of the house of Israel; 
Ye that have been loaded from the belly. 
Ye that have been carried from the womb; 

4 Even unto old age I am the same. 

And unto hoar hairs I' will bear thee as a burden; 

I have done it,' and I will lift thee up. 

And I will bear thee as a burden, and I will deliver. 

5 To whom will ye liken Me and make Me equal, 
And compare Me that we may be like? 

6 They that lavish gold out of a bag. 
And silver in the balance weigh; 

Hire a refiner, that he may make a god;* 
They fall down, yes, worship, 

7 They lift him upon the shoulder and carry him, 
And set him in his place that he may stand.' 

1 What the heavens are to ring out is given, so also with the mountains ; but what the 
earth is to shout is not given in ^. The missing line undoubtedly gave it. We may sug- 
gest it by using i<^2 . often a synonym of niDy in this prophet. 

2 Chapter 45 continues tbe pentameter poem; see p. 96. It was inserted here when the 
two poems were consolidated. 

STbese are broken lines for emphasis; see 40:21. 

* D"!p should be pert., Dip , parallel to y"l3 . 

6 The line needs another tone, read JJT for 51 • 

" &5T2J'Q makes the line too long. It has come into the text from the preceding verse. 

7 "^DK is a gloss, destroying the measure. An emphasis upon the first person is overdone 
with these intermediate verbs. 

8 The suff. in-7 is a gloss of unnecessary explanation, making the line too long. It is 
necessary to connect b&C by makkeph to the verb, and so we should read bK"tE?!r'l"l . 

9 Cf. 40:20; 41:7; 44:13. There is no sound reason for regarding verses 6-8 as an insertion. 
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From his place he will not remove, 
Yea, if one crieth upon him he will not answer;' 
From his trouble will not save him, 
46 : 8 Remember ye this and (be ashamed),^ 

And recall it unto mind, ye transgressors; 
9 Remember the former things of old. 
That I am God, and there is no one else; 
God, and there is none like Me. 

10 He that declareth from the beginning the end. 
And from ancient time what hath not been done; 
That sayeth, "My counsel shall stand. 

And all my pleasure will I do;" 

11 That calleth from the East a bird of prey. 
From afar' the man of His counsel; 

I* have spoken, yea, I will bring it to pass, 
I have formed it, yea, I will do it. 

12 Hearken unto Me, ye (whose heart faileth),^ 
Ye that are far from righteousness, draw near." 

13 My righteousness is not far oflf, 
And My salvation will not tarry; 
And I will give in Zion salvation. 

And to (the house of) Israel' My beauty' 



48: 1 Hear this, house of Jacob, 

Ye that are called by the name of Israel, 
And from the (bowels)" of Judah went forth; 
Ye that swear by the name of Yahweh, 
And the God of Israel commemorate,"* 

'i<bl is a misinterpretation ; read ri2y"Sbi aB the measure requires. 
2 llDIDSnn 1 »• ^.. is an error for llBTCnnn i so Schlensner, Lagarde. 
SV'^X'Q is an expansive gloss. 

4 The first DiC is a gloss, destroying the measure. 

5 3^ ^"lISS is improbable ; read with (S 2b "'"IIS as in Jer. 4 : 9. 

6 A verb is needed, probably 12^p , which by mistake has been attached to next verse, 
and being regarded as infln. abs. interpreted as ^ri2"lp • 

'For measure read bi?^^D"^ tT'Sb . 

8 This strophe lacks two lines, which seem to have been omitted when chap. 47 was 
inserted. Chap. 47 is a magnificent taunt song, or triumphal song over Babylon. It is 
pentameter in measure ; but it has five strophes of seven lines each, and is thus of a different 
strophical organization from that of the great pentameter poem. It is complete in itself, 
and seems to have been originally an entirely independent composition. 

'ITSIJ, error for 137^13; Seeker, Marti; of . Gen. 15 : 4, (K lap. 

'»^p^S2 Xbl rraSl Xb is a gloss, disturbing to the context. 



Charles Augustus Briggs 83 

48: 2 From the Holy City are called, 

And upon the God of Israel stay yourselves, 
Yahweh, Sabaoth His name. 

s The former things from of old I declared, 

And from My mouth they went forth, that I might make them heard; 
Suddenly I did them, and they came to pass;' 

5 Before they came to pass^ I made them heard,'-' 

6 (Ye) did hear, behold^ it all. 

ye, will ye not declare it ? 
Now I do make new things heard, 

And hidden things that ye do not know." 

7 Now they are created,' (they are) not of old. 
Formerly thou didst not hear them,* 

Lest thou shouldst say, "Behold I know them." 

8 Yea thou didst not hear, " 

Yea thou didst not know, ' 

Yea of old one did not open them up,'"-" 

11 For Mine own sake, for Mine own sake, I will do them," 
And My glory to another will I not give. 

12 Hearken unto Me, Jacob, 
And Israel, named by Me,'' 

1 am the same, I am the first, 
Also I am the last; 

13 Also My hand founded the earth, 

And My right hand spread out the heavens; 

• Verse 4 is a gloss, inharmonious with its context, requiring the insertion of the seam 5a. 
^ Sinn is an error for niX^tl as in 3. 

3 Verse Sect is a gloss: 012 13031 iboDI DUJy "'327 irSn ID ■ 

* The suff. 71 was due to the insertion ; the original text had it not, and it is erroneous 
in the true context. 

5 ntn is an erroneous massoretic interpretation of an original infin. abs. carrying on 
force of the verb which originally must have been in the true context, DPl^WO i or infin, 
abs., yiOTEl instead of 2 sing. n^TSTD • 

^Dnyn^ » massoretic error for 01^7^^ i which the context demands, 
'T with sb makes a separate tone, whereas 5{b must be attached to TSU by mak- 
keph for one tone ; 1 is therefore a gloss of misinterpretation. 

'Sbl Dl"^ "'JSb is an error for Sb D'^JSb as Klostermann, Stade, Cheyne, Marti; 
which gives good measure. 

9 Broken lines for emphasis; see 40: 21; 46:1. 

'" 73Ti{ is a gloss of misinterpretation of nnriB . We should read nilS i infln. abs., 
in the sense of ' explain,' which is given in (!S as 1 sing. ; so Duhm, Marti. 

11 Verses 8d-10 are an expansive gloss (Duhm), which really disturbs the context. 

12 Verse 116 has been inserted as a gloss between 11a and c; so Duhm. 

"1Xnp13 is dubious; 85 ov eyi) KaAi. Another tone is needed for measure; read 

■in x-Tp^ . ' 
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I call unto them, 



They stand up together.' 

48:14 Who^ among you hath declared these things ? 
His friend' will accomplish His pleasure, 
Against Babylon and the seed^ of the Chaldeans. 

15 I^ have spoken, yea, I have called him, 

I have brought him and will make his way prosperous.* 

16 Draw near unto Me, hear ye this ; 
Not in secret' did I speak, 

Before the time of its happening I made it heard.''' 

49: 1 Hearken, coasts, unto me. 

And give attention, ye peoples from afar; 

Yahweh from the womb called me, 

And from the bowels of my mother mentioned me; '" 

2 And made my mouth like a sharp sword. 
In the shadow of His hand hid me. 
And made me a polished arrow, 

In" His quiver concealed me. 

3 And He said to me, " Thou art My servant, 
Israel, in whom I will beautify Myself." 

4 As for me,'^ I have toiled in vain, to no purpose. 
In vain have I spent my strength. 

Yet sm-ely my judgment is with Yahweh, 
And my recompense with my God, 

5 And I shall be glorified in the eye of Yahweh," 
In that my God is my strength. 

I Another tone is needed for measure ; insert, probably, DH • 

^inSIBT DD5D ISSpn is an introductory gloss, hardly to be thought of in the sam 
strophe with 16a. 

snin"^ is a gloss, not in (5, and against the measure. 

* 'lynT is an error of interpretation for y^T * seed,' of (S, which alone suits the context. 

^ "^S&C f twice in |^, but once in €5 ; only one is allowed by the measure. 

' IT'bsn should be infln. abs. It is rightly interpreted by ffi as 1 sing. 

' tJi^Tifl is a disturbing gloss. 

'"*Di5 D*C is improbable ; it is an error for ■'PiyjOIDn ? cf. 44:8 (Marti), the initial H 
having been left off by haplography, and y overlooked. 

^ Verse 16d is a pentameter line which seems to be a seam connecting with the strophe 
of the pentameter poem that follows. 

101)311? makes the line too long. It represents only an original suS. I] — . 

II The line needs another tone ; read yi2^ for 3 . 

^^ '^n"lTOK ^Di^l is a gloss of introduction, sufficiently implied, however, by the emphatic 
13^5. It destroys the measure. 

13 This couplet has by a copyist's error been transposed so that it now follows the next 
tetrastich, where it disturbs the context. 
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49; 5 And now (thus)' saith Yahweh, 

That formed thee from the womb for servant to Him, 

To bring back Jacob unto Him, 

That Israel to Him^ might be assembled;' 

6 To raise up the tribes of Jacob, 

And to restore the preserved of Israel, 

And I will give thee for a light to the nations, 

My* salvation to the end of the earth. 

7 Thus saith Yahweh, 

The Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, 
To one despised in person, to the one abhorred of nations. 
To a servant of Kings (and princes):' 
"Kings will see and rise up. 
Princes (will behold)' and bow down. 
Because of Him' who is faithful. 
The Holy One of Israel who chooseth thee."' 

8 Thus saith Yahweh: 

In an acceptable time I answered thee. 

And in a day of salvation I helped thee. 

And I will keep thee for a covenant of the people. 

And I will give' thee to raise up the land, 

To make them inherit the desolate heritages; 

9 Saying to them that are bound, "Go forth," 

And to them that are in darkness, " Show yourselves." 

Upon the ways will they pasture. 
And on all bare heights will be their pasturage; 
10 They will not hunger and they will not thirst. 
Neither will the burning wind or sun smite them, 
For He that compassioneth them will lead them. 
And unto springs of water will He guide them, 

1 So ffi S ir Lowth. 

2^55 should be y^ (Qre, Aq. E, RV., Lowth, most critics), not negative as in MT, 

3 Verse 6a, HSy 15 ^t^'lTm ?p2 IIOS"', is a repetitious gloss, making the strophe 
too long and not in good measure. 

*fl1inb is an unnecessary gloss, malting the line too long. 

6 The line lacks one tone ; DI^^UDI is suggested by the subsequent context. 

* A verb is needed to complete the measure ; the parallelism suggests ITn^ ■ 

7 nini is an unnecessary insertion for explanation. 

8 ^IJini*! is a misinterpretation. It is a relative clause without 1 . 

9Cf. 42:6. In this case as in that the verbs liave been consolidated after the prose 
style, at the expense of the measure ; ^5rii^"l goes properly with this line. 
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49:11 And' make every mountain into a way, 
And (all)^ highways' will be lifted up. 

12 Behold these from afar will come, 

And^ these from the North and from the Sea, 

And these from the land of Sinim. 
IS Ring out, ye heavens (above),* 

And ye {lower parts of the)* earth, rejoice. 

Break forth with songs, ye mountains ; 

That Yahweh hath comforted His people. 

And to His afflicted is compassionate.^ 

Paet IV 

51; 4 Attend unto Me, My people. 

And My folk, unto Me give ear; 

For the Law from Me will go forth. 

And My judgment will become a light to the peoples.' 

5 In a moment My righteousness doth draw near, 
My salvation will go forth,' will vindicate; 
Upon Me the coasts will wait. 

And unto Mine arm will they look in hope. 

6 Lift up to heaven your eyes. 
And look unto the earth beneath, 

For the heavens as smoke do (slip away),' 
And the earth like a garment will wear out. 
And her inhabitants die as (gnats),' 

1 ■tn'QTD ) an improbable change from third pers. ; "^ribOlO arose from dittography of 
the ■( in ■jTai'i ; this occasioned IIH for in and irTaiDI for DtDI . 
2^3 is needed for measure before HbO^ as before "IH ; so C5. 
3 nSn is a gloss, making bad measure ; repeated from the previous line. 

* These lines are defective ; the first should have b^M^S and the second tl^l^^finfl i as 
in 44 : 23. 

5 Verse 14 begins another section of the pentameter poem, which, with various glosses, 
continues through chaps. 50 and 51 : 1-3 ; see pp. 101, 102, 

6yi5"|i{ should begin the next line as in Ci, iyyiiti. roxii, for the measure requires it, 
and we should read y^l for 51J"15{ . The change of form was an interpretation of ffi, due 
to its interpretation of the connection of words. So for i1"lp we should read i"1p . 

7 KS*^ massoretic error for iC^"' (<!5 Cheyne, Marti), which then is closely connected with 
ItOSliJ*^ , which should be sing., the plur. having originated from the gloss D'^'D^ ^^^tl , 
the former having come in from 5d, the latter from id, all at the expense of the measure 
and the sense. 

* "inblQS «■ ^.1 BDB, Lexicon, 'be dispersed in fragments,' probably an error tor ItibttJ , 
'slip away.' 

SIS 1T33 'in like manner,' though sustained by the versions, does not seem appro- 
priate. Read D*^?? . 'gnats,' with Lowth, Gesenius, Knobel, al. 
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51: 8 And as wool will the worm devour them;' 
But My righteousness will be forever, 
And My salvation for generation after generation. 

52:13 Behold My servant will prosper, 

He^ will be exalted and be high exceedingly.' 

14 As disfigured* more than a man in his appearance, 
And his form than the sons of mankind, 

15 So will he startle many nations, 
Kings" will stop their mouths; 

For what had not been told'* they will have seen. 

And what they had not heard they will have attentively considered. 

53 : 1 Who believed the report,* 

And His arm,' unto whom was it revealed ? 

2 When he grew up as a suckling plant before Him, 
And as a root out of a dry ground; 

He had no form, no majesty,' 

And no appearance or desirableness;* 

3 Despised and forsaken of men, 
A man of sorrows and' grief.'" 

4 Verily our griefs he bore, 

And our sorrows, he" carried them; 
But we regarded him as stricken, 
Smitten of God and afflicted; 

5 But he was one pierced because of our transgressions, 
Crushed because of our iniquities, 

The chastisement for our peace was upon him. 
And by his stripes there was healing for us. 

1 Verse 8 is a doublet of 6d f., separated by the pentameter lines 7, beginning another 
section of the pentameter poem; see p. 102; 6/ is the same as 8cd, save that the former is 
pentameter, with the closing two beats rinn~i?5 TlpHSI i the latter two trimeters, the 
last being D"l^n Tnb '^HyTO'^T • The pentameter poem extends through 51 to 52 : 13. 

2D1"11 , not in (& ; excessive use of synonymous verbs, and makes the line too long; so 
Budde, Suhm, Marti. 

'D''3'l T^Sy TOTOID IICSD, tetrameter gloss (so Duhm), making the strophe too long. 

^ rinXD^ . *. ^., * disfigurement ; ' it is better to read with Geiger rimC^ , Hoph. ptcp. 

5"11py explanatory gloss, making the line too long; so also Qnb . 

6 The suff. 13 is an interpretative gloss. 

'mn'' yTiT makes the Une too long; read "lynt • 

^^TVTQni 1 assimilated to the gloss, inS^JT after it was inserted as a dittograph of 
nSITO ■ We should read TWOn vith (S. 

Byn"! is an expansive gloss, making the line tetrameter. 

'nnanWn Sbl nn: IDBB DIDS inOlaDI is an expansive gloss, making the 
strophe just so much too long. 

" itin makes the first line too long and is required in the second for measure. 
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53: 6 We all like sheep strayed away, 
Each to his own way turned, 
And Yahweh caused to light on him 
The iniquities of us all. 

7 He was harrassed and he was afflicted, 
And he opened not his mouth, 

As a sheep that is led to the slaughter. 
And as a ewe before her shearers.' 

8 From oppression and from judgment he was taken away, 
And among his contemporaries, who was considering 
That he was cut off from the land of the living, 
Because of (our)^ transgressions, smitten to (death) 1^ 

9 And his grave was assigned with the wicked. 
And with the rich in his martyr death; 
Though he had done no violence. 

And there was no deceit in his mouth. 

10 Yahweh was pleased to crush him, 
(Yahweh)* made him weak (unto death); 
He maketh himself a trespass offering. 
He will see a seed, * 

He will prolong days, ° 

And the pleasure of Yahweh will prosper," 

11 On account of his own travail he will see, 

(The just one)' will be satisfied with his knowledge. 

My servant will justify many, 
And their iniquities he will carry; 

12 Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, 
Among" the strong will he divide spoil; 

Because he exposed his life," 
And with transgressors was numbered, 
And he did bear the sin of many. 
And for transgressors'" interposes." 

IT'S nnS"^ S5T is a doublet, and nT33X3 a gloss to emphasize the conclusion. 

2 By haplography 13 was omitted before yjj , and subsequently I'ay was inserted 
for explanation against the measure. ^1125. error for IllTOb ; cf. (K. 

"* ^bnn makes the first line too long. It is a relic of a lost line which the strophe needs 
for completeness; I venture to restore it as above, fn^ has fallen out by haplography 
before n DS I or else, more probably, fttSi? is an error for it. Then we should read 
D^Ttfl for DiTUri which originated from regarding 111322 as subject. 

^ These are broken lines for emphasis ; see 40 : 21 ; 46 : 1 ; 48 : 8. ^ l*^"!^ is a gloGs, not in (S. 

' p'^nit belongs here as subject of verb, and not in the next line as in MT. 

^riiCl makes the line too long; read 3 as in the parallel D^DHll . 

^ni^b is an expansive gloss. ^^D'^^U^Sbl has two tones. 

11 Chap. 54 resumes the pentameter poem ; see p. 105. 
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55 : 1 Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye,' 
And he that hath no silver,^ 
Come ye,' buy without silver. 
Without price* wine and milk. 

2 Why will ye weigh silver,^ 

And your labor for that which satisfieth not ? 

Hearken diligently unto me,' 

And let your soul delight itself in fatness.' 

3 I will make an everlasting covenant," 
The sure deeds of kindness toward David. 

4 Behold, a witness to the peoples I gave him, 
A prince and commander to the peoples; 

5 Behold, a nation thou knowest not thou wilt call, 
And they" that know thee not unto thee will run, 
Because of Yahweh thy God, 

And for the Holy One of Israel, for He hath beautified thee. 

6 Seek ye Yahweh while He may be found, 
Call ye upon Him while He is near;'" 

7 And He will have compassion, will abundantly pardon. 

8 For My thoughts are not your thoughts, 
And your ways are not My ways." 

9 As '^ the heavens are high above the earth, 
So high are My ways above your ways. 
And My thoughts above your thoughts." 

10 As" the rain descendeth from heaven. 
And thither returneth not. 

Except it hath watered the earth, 

1 C^^b is a gloss, making the line too long, a premature statement, and not suited 
to the context, which gives wine and milk, rather than water. 

2153X1 nmU 135 . This line is a gloss; eating is not the conception of this piece, 
but only drinking. 

3 The 1 is an erroneous connective. 

* The n in S^lbUI makes the line too long, as it is necessary for measure to connect 
■■SChZ by makkeph to nirTQ • 

& Dnb KlbD is a gloss by the same hand as that above in verse 1 ; see uote 2. 

® nitO ibDK is another gloss by the same hand. 

' Verse Sab is a gloss (so Duhm, Cheyne, Marti), merely a doublet of 2c. 

SQ^b is an explanatory gloss. ^^'[O^ is a gloss of interpretation. 

10 Verse 7 is a gloss, as Duhm, Cheyne, Marti recognize; except that the closing line of 
the tristich must be there. This probably consisted of the verbs nisOb DST^ DnT^I • 

" mn"' DSD is a gloss, out of the measure. 

12 In ^TO.ii ID, read with versions, n3J3 ; cf . Ps. 103 : 11. 

"DDiri31Cn)aT2 has two tones. 

I'nTi "11IJ553 13 is a prosaic amplification of an original rm3 ! ^blUm is a gloss. 
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And made it bring forth and sprout and give seed,' 
55:11 So My word,^ that goeth forth from My mouth,^ 
Will not return unto Me empty, 
Except it hath accomplished^ what I please, 
And it hath prospered in the thing whereunto I sent it. 

12 For with joy will ye go forth, 

Amidst shouts of welfare* from the mountains will ye be conducted; 
And the hills will break forth in ringing cries,^ 
And the trees'' of the field will clap their hands; 

13 Instead of the thorn will be'' the fir tree, 
Instead of the briar will be'' the myrtle tree; 
And it will be to Yahweh for a name, 

And for an everlasting sign that cannot be cast off J' 

Part V 

58:1 Proclaim' with the throat, spare not. 
As a trumpet lift up thy voice, 
And declare to My people their transgressions. 
And to the house of Jacob their sin. 

2 Yet day by day they seek Me, 
And in knowing My ways delight. 
As a nation that '" did righteousness, 

And the judgment of their God forsook not. 

They ask Me righteous judgments," 
In drawing near to God they delight. 

3 "Why do we fast" (they say) "and Thou seest not, 

Afflict ourselves and Thou knowest not?" 
In" the day of your fast ye find pleasure," 

1 ^3X5 Dnbl yiTs is a gloss of amplification. 

2 n'^n^ and "IICK are glosses, destroying the measure. 
' 11BX tlS I explanatory gloss, against the measure. 

* D*^*inn belongs to the second line by measure and parallelism ; DlblO must then be 
given a meaning to correspond ; that can only be a shout of welcome ; cf . Ps. 122 : 7, 8. 

BQ3132P is an explanatory gloss. 655 is, as often, an expansive gloss. 

^ The verbs TOV^ are an unnecessary explanation, against the measure. 

8 The pentameter poem begins again in chap. 56. The trimeter is not resumed till 
chap. 58. 

91 see no sufficient reason for separating this chapter from the poem. The measure 
and strophical organization are the same ; and there is nothing in the piece unsuited to the 
situation of the exilic community. 

*'*"nC&5 a gloss, impairing the measure. 

11 This is a phrase of Ps. 119:62, 106, 164, but not in itself a late term. Judgments ie an 
early term for legal decisions of the Law. 

l2^7^ is an emphatic gloss. 

13 It is not necessary to give VSH the late sense of business ; cf . 53 : 10. 
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And all your toilers' press; 
58: I Lo, for strife and contention ye fast; 

And to smite with the fist of wickedness. 

Ye shall not fast as today, 

To make your voice to be heard on high. 

5 Is it like this,^ the fast that I choose, 
A day for one' to afflict himself? 

Is it to bow down as a rush his head. 
And sackcloth and ashes spread? 
Is it this (ye) call a fast, 
And a day of acceptance to Yahweh ? 

6 (Thus saith Yahweh):^ 

Is not this the fast I choose. 
To loose the bonds of wickedness. 
To undo the bonds of the yoke, 
And to let the oppressed go free. 
And that ye break every yoke? 

7 Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry. 
And that ye bring the wandering home?^ 

When thou seest one naked thou shouldst clothe him. 
And from thy flesh thou shouldst not hide thyself; 

8 Then will thy light break forth as dawn, 
And thy restoration speedily sprout forth; 
And thy righteousness shall go before thee, 
And the glory of Yahweh bring up the rear;° 

9 Then wilt thou call and Yahweh will answer. 
Thou wilt cry out and He will say, " I am here." 

If thou wilt remove from thy midst the yoke. 

The putting forth of the finger and speaking trouble, 

10 Wilt bestow on the hungry their desire. 
And the desire of the afflicted wilt satisfy, 
Thy light will rise in darkness. 

And thy glory will be as the noonday, 

11 And Yahweh will guide thee continually. 
And satisfy thy desire in scorched places.' 

1 DD''55I-^ ^^ "• ^' ' 'yo"' toilers,' BDB, Lexicon. 
^ n'^ri"' is an unnecessary explanatory gloss. 
3 m^ is an explanatory gloss, against the measure. 

* <& has Ae'yei Kvpioi, after e^eXefajUTji', but it comes better at the beginning of the strophe, 
and is needed to complete the strophe. 

6 Qlljy is an explanatory gloss to D''Tl1)3 . making line too long. 

6 cf . Is. 52 : 12. ' mnsnat i. 1. 
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Then will (Yahweh)' brace up thy strength, 
And thou wilt be as a watered garden, 
And as a spring of (living)^ waters, 
Whose waters fail not. 
58:12 And they shalP build the old wastes. 

The foundations of the generations will raise up. 
And thou wilt be called the waller up of the breach. 
The restorer of paths to dwell in/ 

61:1 The Spirit of Yahweh* is upon me. 

Because that Yahweh hath anointed me; 
To preach good tidings to the meek He hath sent me, 
To bind up the broken hearted, 
To proclaim liberty to the captives. 
And deliverance to them that are bound, 
2 To proclaim the acceptable year of Yahweh, 
And the day of vengeance of our God; 

To comfort all that mourn, 
s To provide for the mourners of Zion, 
To give to them a head-dress, 
Instead of ashes, the oil of joy. 
Instead of mourning, the garment of praise, 
Instead of a spirit of faintness. 
To** be called terebinths of righteousness, 
The planting of Yahweh to beautify Himself. 

i And they will build the old wastes, 

They will raise up the former desolations. 
And they will repair the waste cities. 
The desolations of generations erect.' 

5 And strangers will feed your flocks,' 

And aliens' sons will be your plowmen and your vine-dressers; 

6 But ye will be called the priests of Yahweh, 
Ministers of our God, will it be said." 

'nirr^ is needed for measure and is almost necessary at tlie beginning of a new 
strophe. 

^D"^"^)! is needed for measure. 3 ^^"52 is an unnecessary gloss. 

'Verses 13 and 14, as Koppe, al. have observed, are a late gloss, adding something of a 
different nature after the climax has been reached. This is followed by chap. 59, which is a 
post-eiilic piece, and chap. 60, which belongs to the pentameter poem. The trimeter poem 
is resumed in chap. 61. 

'■^nX , Qre and gloss, not in CS F, Luke 4: 18. 

« ^C"^p'^ , textual error for infin. abs., as often in Hebrew literature. 

'ITJOTI is out of place at the beginning of verse 5; it is needed here as Hiph., 

'Transpose D^"1T and IJ"!"! . 'DD? is an explanatory gloss. 
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Ye will eat the riches of the nations, 
And in their glory will ye pride yourselves, 
: 7 For your shame ye will have double;' 

8 And I will make an everlasting covenant, 

9 And (your)' seed will be known among the nations, 
And (your)' offspring among the peoples. 

All that see them will acknowledge them. 

That they are the seed that Yahweh hath blessed. 

10 I will greatly rejoice in Yahioeh, 
My soul will be joyful in my God, 

For He hath clothed me in garments of salvation, 
He hath covered me with a robe of righteousness ; 
As a bridegroom putteth on a priest's turban, 
And as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels ; 

11 As the earth bringeth forth her increase, 

As a garden causeth that which is planted therein to spring forth!' 



THE PENTAMETEK POEM 
Part I 

40: 1 Comfort ye, comfort ye My people, saith your God, 

2 Speak unto the heart of Jerusalem, and proclaim unto her. 

That her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is discharged; 
That she hath received from the hand of Yahweh double for' her 
sins. 

3 Hark! one proclaiming, " In the wilderness clear the way of Yahweh, 
Level in the desert (for Yahweh),* a highway for our God. 

4 Let every valley be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be 

depressed. 
And let the crooked place become straight, and the rugged place 
a plain, 

5 And the glory of Yahweh will be revealed, and all flesh will see,"' 
For the mouth of (Adonay)" Yahweh hath spoken. 

6 Hark! one saying, "Proclaim," and another' saying, "What shall I 

proclaim " ? 

1 The change to third person in 76 indicates a gloss, which extends to Sd. It also occa- 
sioned the change from second to third person in 9. 

2 The closing couplet is an interpreting gloss. 

3 ?3 is an amplification, against the measure, 
^nirr^b is needed for measure before the caesura, 
s^nrrn an amplification, against the measure. 

6 IjnS , usual in this poem with mH"' in such phrases, is here needed for measure. 

7 ^)2i5 , massoretic error for "1135? , as previous participle, and so, one saying, another 
saying. 
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"All flesh is gi-ass, and its (splendor)' as the flower of the field; 
«: 8 (Surely)^ the grass withereth, the flower fadeth; 

But the word of (Yahweh)^ our God standeth forever." 
9 Upon a high mountain go up, thou that bringest good tidings to* 
Zion; 
Lift up with power thy voice, thou that bringest good tidings to* 

Jerusalem; 
Lift up, fear not, say to the cities of Judah, 

10 Behold your God, behold Adonay Yahweh, 

As a strong one He cometh, with His arm ruling for Him; 
Behold, His wage is with Him and His recompense before Him. 

11 As a shepherd He will feed His flock, with His arm gather it. 
The Iambs in His bosom ^ He will lift up, those that give suck He 

leadeth.^ 
41 : 11 They ' shall be shamed and they shall be confounded, they that are 
incensed against thee; 
They shall be as nothing and they shall perish, the men of thy 
strife; 

12 Thou wilt seek them and thou wilt not find them, the men of thy 

contention; 
They shall be as nothing, and as a thing of naught, the men of thy 
battle; 

13 For I, Yahweh, thy God, am He' that holdeth thy right hand, 
He that sayeth to thee, "Fear not, I do help thee; 

14 Fear not, thou worm Jacob, ye men of Israel, 

I do help thee," even thy Kedeemer, the Holy One of Israel." '" 

' non , error for Tnn . used of trees elsewhere ; 33 , as often, a gloss of exaggera- 
tion. 

^Dyn T^Jtn 'JSi? spoils the measure, is an explanatory gloss (so Duhm, Marti) ; but 
^3t< is characteristic of this prophet. It belongs with TiSn TB3'' in 8, to complete 
the measure. The line VIJJ bD3 "Vln 1133^ came into la by dittography, and is absent 
from (5, which also has not 76. In all this (5 is certainly correct, for there is no room 
for this material in the strophe. 

3 nirr^ is required for good measure. 

'IT'S and D^blCTT' are not in apposition with mffimQ, but there is an objective 
construct relation: so Lowth. 

^ IpTlSI , by an error in the interpreting of the connection, for Ip^nS . 

« These two lines are apart from previous strophe. They either represent a strophe 
which has been omitted in the combination, or, more probably, are the introductory lines 
missing to this strophe, though the two are now separated by the first section of the 
trimeter poem, 40: 12—41 : 10: see p. 69. 

'in, emphatic gloss. 

'p'^Tnia should have the article as ITaSn. 

"mri'' DSD is a gloss, destroying the measure. 

If The trimeter poem now begins, and continues through 41; 15—42: 13; see p. 72. 
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42:14 / have been long time^ silent. Shall I be still, shall I restrain 
myselff 
As a woman in labor will I groan,'' will I gasp, will I pant 
together ; 

15 I will lay waste mountains and hills, and all their herbage dry up, 
And make rivers into coasts, and pools will I dry up, 

16 And lead the blind in a way they know not. 

In paths they know not will I make (them) tread? 

I will make darkness into light,* and rugged places into a plain;'' 

These things I do with them, and I have not forsaken them,. 

17 They are thrust back with shame, they that trust in graven images, 
They shall be ashamed'^ that say to molten images, " Ye are 

our gods."^ 

Part II 

44:24 Thus saith Yahweh, thy Redeemer, He that formed thee from the 
womb: 
I am Yahweh, Maker of all things, that stretched forth the heavens; 
Alone' I was He that spread abroad the earth. Who was with Me? 

25 He that frustrated the signs of praters," and diviners maketh mad; 
That turneth the wise men backward, and their knowledge maketh 

foolish; 

26 That confixmeth the word of His servant, and his counsel'" per- 

formeth; 
That sayeth of Jerusalem, "She shall be inhabited" and her temple 

I will establish;" 
That sayeth of the cities of Judah, " They shall be built, and her 

wastes I will raise up ; " 

27 That sayeth to the deep,'^ "Be dry, and thy streams I will dry up;" 

28 That sayeth to Cyrus, "My shepherd, and My pleasure'^ will he 

perform." 

I For nbiyiQ read D5iy ]13 . in order to get two tones. 
^nySi^ a- ^■: BDB, Lezicon, 'groan.' 

* DflS T'lnS for DD'l'nX 1 to complete the measure. 

* Dn"'DSb is an expansive gloss. 5 Cf . 40 : 4. 

6 'ITU^'i has been attached to the preceding verbs in a prosaic manner, as often, by a 
copyist, at the expense of the measure. 

7 The trimeter poem now follows, and continues through 42 : 18 — 44 : 23 ; see p. 75. 

8 *inn5 goes with this line, and not with the previous one as in MT. 

9Q1'^3, u. m. pi., 'praters,' false prophets; elsewhere in this sense Jer. 50:36, and in 
the sense of 'empty, idle talk ' Is. 16 : 6 ; Jer. 48 : 30 ; Job 11 : 3. 

10 Read inSr instead of TI3555H DST, which is too long for the measure. 

II The line is defective here. Its true complement is 28, ^0171 bD^HT ; only it should 
correspond with the synonymous lino and be HOSt • The last line, which distinguishes the 
strophe, was added as a climax with ^^^5 for "I^XHi dependent upon Cyrus, and 

nann for mmn ■ 

'^ nblS «. ^.: error for nblSIO • " 53 , as often, un expansive gloss. 
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45:1 Thus saith Yahweh (the true God)' to His anointed, Cyrus, 

Whose' right hand I have holden to subdue before him nations,' 
To open* the two-leaved door and gates that cannot be shut: 

2 I before thee will go and (the mountains) ^ v?ill make level. 
Doors of bronze will I break and bars of iron;^ 

3 And I will give' treasui-es of darkness and treasures hidden in secret 

places; 
That thou mayest know that I am Yahweh, 
He that calleth (thee)' by thy name, the God of Israel; 

4 For the sake of Jacob My servant and Israel My chosen, 

I proclaimed thy name, and have given thee thy title,' though thou 
didst not know Me. 

6 I am Yahweh, and there is none else, beside Me there is no God. 
(I proclaim thy name" and give thee thy title), though thou dost not 
know Me, 

6 That they may know from sunrise and from sunset, 

That there is none beside Me, I am Yahweh and there is none else; 

7 (I)" that form light and that create darkness, 
(I)" that make peace and create distress, 

I, Yahweh, that do all these things. 

8 Drop down ye heavens from above, and let the skies pour down 

righteousness, 
Let the earth open, (that) salvation and righteousness (may shoot 

forth)i2 
Let it cause them to sprout forth together; I, Yahweh, have created 

it." 

' D'^nbXn *S) needed for measure. 
^nil3&Ci a gloss, as often. 

■*nriBK D'^D^'Q ^'SJn'Ql is an expansive gloss, changing the construction of the 
sentence. 

* 1*^DDb 1 a repetitious gloss. 

^D'lniln, error for D'^'l"!?! , <5, Lowth. 

*imiX* ao interpretative gloss. 

7 "^b , gloss. 

8 ^b < needed here for measure rather than in 4. 

9 *1 consec. is necessary here after ^^TCiC'l ■ 

rli V T 

If This line is defective. It seems to be a reiteration of 46; in that case it seems proper 
to add ^"QV^ X"1pS , and to regard T("1-TS5S as an error for T|3DiJ • 

n Another tone is needed for measure, probably l^J^ , which would be an appropriate 
emphasis in these two lines. 

'^I^B'^T cannot be satisfactorily explained; it is probably an error for in"lD*^1 » with 
1 subordinate; so Marti. 

13 The suff. "ji is a misinterpretation, referring to Cyrus ; the original was doubtless, as 
often, without suffix. 
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45: 9 Woe to one that striveth with Him who formed him — a potsherd 
among the potsherds of earth ! 
Shall one' say to Him that formed him, "Why'' makest Thou Thy 
work without power?"' 

10 Shall one say to a father " Why^ begettest thou," and to a mother 

"Why travailest thou?" 

11 Thus saith Yahweh, the Holy One of Israel, He that formed thee, 
The former things thou mayest* ask Me, and concerning' the work 

of My hands thou mayest command Me; 

12 I have made the earth, and man" I created; 

My ' hands stretched out the heavens, and their host I commanded; 
IS I have raised him up in righteousness, and his" ways I will level, 
He shall build My city and My captives set free. 
Not for price,' saith Yahweh Sabaoth. 

11 Thus saith Yahweh:'" The toil of Egypt shall be thine," 
And the traders'^ of Cush after thee will go in chains,'' 
And the Sabeans, men of stature, unto thee will come; 
They will come over,'* and unto thee will bow down, and unto thee 
will supplicate: 
"Surely in thee is 'El, and there is no one else, no god." 
15 Surely an 'El that (giveth shelter) is the God of Israel,'^ 

1 "ipn is a gloss of interpretation, making the line too long. 

^TVQ here is not 'what' but 'why.' 

3D^Ti I'^X is used in the figurative sense ; 'lb ia'a gloss of interpretation. The several 
emendations suggested, based on the ordinary meaning of QIT^ , are awkward and 
difficult. 

'"'i'lbSIB is an error for "iDlbXlCP ; so Hitzig, Cheyne, Driver, Marti, in accordance 
with the verb that follows; the initial P was omitted by haplography. 

5122 b!P is an expansive gloss (so Duhm, Cheyne, Marti), making the line too long. 

^ n""?!^ or inN"^S must be a gloss, for the line is too long ; probably the former, for 
there are two verbs in the parallel line. 

1 IJiit is an emphatic gloss, making one tone too many. 

^ bD , a gloss of intensification, as often. 

^ nnTHD Xbl is a gloss of amplification, destroying the measure. 

lOSa^tttd^ of <G makes the line too long, though adopted by Duhm, Cheyne, Marti. 

" The difficulty of these verses is due to the prosaic combination of the subjects, which 
were originally in synonymous lines ; these I restore to their proper poetic position. 

'2 ^nO is a massoretic error for l^nO » ' traders,' as the verb requires. 

13 As in (S, attached to this verb, not to the following as in MT. 

"This verb is required for measure, as ?8 ffi^ Theod. ; though omitted by Duhm, 
Cheyne, Marti, after ffiKAQ, 

"nniC , ?8 ffi. is a gloss of interpretation, disturbing to the thought and the measure. 
The latter difficulty is not removed by ?^ni{ , suggested by Klostermann, Cheyne, Marti. 
y^T251)3 is not in ffiB, and is omitted by Duhm ; but it is io (KX^^* There seems no especial 
propriety for its use, although it will not disturb the measure if we connect 13X and btC 
ae one tone. This does not, however, commend itself. "inDD'TO Hithpa. 'one hiding Him- 
self,' gives a. majestic thought, more appropriate, however, to the theodicy of Job, than to 
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45:16 They shall be ashamed, and indeed confounded, all that rise up 
against Him;' 
Together they are gone into confusion, the gravers of images, 
n Israel is saved by Yahweh with an everlasting salvation. 

Ye shall not be ashamed, and ye shall not be confounded, unto ever- 
lasting perpetuity. 

18 Thus saith Yahweh, Creator of the heavens,'' 

He that is God, Former of the earth and its Maker, 

He that established it, not as a waste created it, 

To be inhabited formed it, I, Yahweh, than whom there is none else: ' 

19 Not in secret did I speak, in a place of a land of darkness, 
I said not to the seed of Jacob, " In a waste seek Me." 

I, Yahweh, am one that speaketh what is right, that declareth equi- 
table things. 

20 Assemble yourselves and come, draw near * the escaped of the nations. 
They have no knowledge, that carry the wood of their graven images, 
And they that make supplication unto a god that cannot save. 

21 Declare ye, and bring them near, yea, let them take counsel together; 
Who hath made this heard from ancient times, from of old hath 

declared it? 
Is it not I, Yahweh, than whom there is no God else beside Me, 
A righteous God and Savior, than whom there is none else? 

22 Look unto Me and be saved, all the ends of the earth, 

For I, God, than whom there is none else, by Myself have sworn;* 

23 That which is right has gone forth from My mouth, a word not to 

return. 
That to Me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear (saying), 
24" In^ Yahweh are righteous deeds and strength, unto whom men shall 
come,' 

our prophet, whose God is a God revealing and glorifying Himself. There has probably 
been a dittography of |n , and we should read "inCQ aud then we get the appropriate 
idea of a God ' giving shelter' to His people. 

1 (S n-ai-Tcs oi irTiKeiVevot aiiTw implies I^ISp ^D . which is doubtless correct (so Duhm) ; 
the p and "|^ have been omitted between 5 and "Q , and so D53 of 18 arose. The 
"l^^lpniO bD of Cheyne is too long for the measure, and could not have been easily 
reduced to D5D . 

2 These lines are all good pentameters. DiflSculty is found by Duhm, Cheyne, Marti 
because of misinterpretation. 

3 This is a relative clause. *'nn^ is a gloss of intensification. 
^Tl^mBS "'S belongs by measure to this line, not to the next as in MT; but it is 

necessary to explain the previous clause as relative, and this line as introducing the next. 

6 Verse 24 is disturbed at the beginning by "^^X V, which is a conflation of two 
readings, "ITSXb and "ITOS^*^ , both of which glosses are implied by the context, for these 
two lines are words of those that come to Yahweh. "JJ? is also a prefix of intensification. 

' "la QliriDn bo T0a"'1 is a gloss from 41 : 11. 
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45:25 In Yahweh will be justified and will boast themselves all the seed 
of Israel.'" 

48:17 Thus saith Yahweh, thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel, 
I am Yahweh thy Oodj' that leadeth thee in the way, 

18 And thy peace' shall be as a river, and thy righteousness as the 

waves of the sea, 

19 And as the sand shall be thy seed, and the offspring of thy bowels ; * 
It will not be cut off, and the name^ will not be destroyed from 

before Me, 

20 Go forth from Babylon, flee from the Chaldeans with the voice of 

shouting. 
Declare ye, make it heard,'' bring it forth unto the ends of the earth,'' 
" Yahweh hath redeemed Jacob,^ they do not thirst ; 

21 In the wastes He made them go, water from the rock He made flow, 
And He cleft the rock and the waters gushed out for them." '• '" 



Part III 

49:14 And she said," "Yahweh hath forsaken me, and Adonay hath for- 
gotten me," 

15 Can a woman forget her suckling child, that she should not have 

compassion on the son of her womb? 
Yea, these may forget, yet will I not forget thee; 

16 Behold, upon my palms I have graven thee, thy walls are before Me.'' 

iThe trimeter poem is resumed io ckap. 46; see p. 81. Chap. 47 is an independent 
tannt song ; see p. 82. The trimeter poem is resumed in chap. 48, and continues through 
verses 1-16. 

^biyinb ^Taba is a gloss from the same hand as im^'ab nSTSpn Sib, 18a,- 
these betray a later conception of Yahweh as teacher, and impair both lines, "^bfl was 
added in the same spirit. 

3 "TlIT is an error tor "IH'^'I I so also in 19. 

^I'^ny'QD T^y)0 makes the line too long. The latter is a. X., and seems to be ditto- 
graph of the former. 

'TQID' "'■ ^TQTC. As usual in snch cases both sui&zes are interpretations of a noun 
without suff. 

6 riKT makes the line too long ; it was needless. 

' 1"112S< is as usual in such contexts a gloss. 

8 1"I3y does not suit the plural verb and is a needless explanatory gloss. li?1332 i^bl 
belongs with this line, not with the next as in MT. 

^ "iTOb belongs to the last line, and not to the previous one as in MT. 

10 Verse 22 is the refrain of the final work, when its three great sections had been con- 
solidated. The trimeter poem is then resumed, and continues through 49:1-13; see p. 84. 

n IIIJJ is an explanatory gloss, making the line hexameter. 

'^T^'On 's a gloss of emphasis. 
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49:17 Thy (builders)' make haste, thy destroyers^ from thee shall go 
forth. 

18 Lift up round about thine eyes, and see, all of them, 

They do gather together, they are come to thee, (all of them),' as I 

live;* 
With all of them * as an ornament wilt thou clothe thee, and gird 

thee as a bride. 

19 For thy desolate places and thy wastes and thy land of ruins — 
Now' shalt thou be too straight for the inhabitants, and they that 

swallowed thee up will be afar oflP. 

20 Again will they say in thine ears, the children of thy bereavement, 
"The place is too straight for me, give place that I may dwell;" 

21 And thou wilt say in thine heart, " Who hath born me these? 
Seeing I am bereaved and barren," these, who hath brought them 

up? 
Behold I was left alone, these, where were they ? " 

22 (For) thus saith Adonay, Yahweh, (thy Savior):' 
Behold, I will lift up imto the nations My hand, 
(Behold),* unto the peoples will I raise My banner,^ 

23 And kings will be thy nursing fathers, and their princesses thy 

nursing mothers,'" 
And thou wilt know that it is I, Yahweh, in whom they" that hope 
will not be ashamed.'^ 

' ?I^D3 error for ^l^^ , as <!K F E, Saadia, Lowth, Eichhorn. 
^^^'ill^i^n^ is a dittograph of ^^D^H^, which alone suits tho measure. 

3 0^5 is needed for measure in this line, and is favored by its use in the previous and 
following lines. 

* n*in^ DXD is here, as often in this prophet, a gloss. 

s ^^ is dittograph of ^ in DbD , so also ^^2 in 19 after the suft. ^ . 

^fTllDI nbDi is an expansive gloss, destroying the measure. 

7 This line needs two tones ; probably the introductory ^^ was lost by haplography 
before HD i aid "^yiDITO , a usual term in such phrases. 

8 These two lines cannot be trimeters on account of nDH in the first line and bi^*! in 
the second. As they stand in ^ they are tetrameter ; but that is impossible in the context. 
It is easiest to regard them as pentameter, by separating biC from D^i^^ as a separate tone, 
and prefixing nSH to the second line. Only in this way can we complete this strophe 
properly. It has been confused by its connection with the trimeter glosses. The same idea 
is in the pentameter refrain 62 : 12. 

9 Two trimeter lines of gloss follow, with the late word ISH , elsewhere Neh. 5:13, 
Ps. 129:7. 

10 Two trimeter lines follow which represent the haughty, vindictive temper of later 
Judaism, entirely out of accord with the ideas of the noble-minded author of this penta- 
meter. 

" "lies . interpretative gloss. The relative clause is sufficiently distinct without it. 
Inverses 21-26 are a gloss of a vindictive character, like 236, not at all in the spirit of our 
prophet. 
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50: 1 Thus saith Yahweh, thy Redeemer, the mighty One of Jacob:' 

" Where then is the bill of divorce of your mother, wherewith I put 
her away;^ 
Or which of My creditors is it to whom^ I sold thee? 
Behold, for your iniquities were ye sold, and for your transgressions 
was she put away.' 

2 Wherefore I came and there was none, I called without one to 

answer.* 
Is the hand of (Yahweh )* so much shortened that it cannot ransom, 
Or is there not in (Yahweh)^ power to deliver? 
By^ My rebuke I dry up the sea, rivers ' of the wilderness, 
Their fish stink, because there is no water, and die of thirst. 

3 I clothe the heavens with blackness, and sackcloth' their covering." 

4 Adonay Yahweh hath given me the tongue of the taught, 
To know in season," a word He stirreth up for me. 

In the morning'" He stirreth up" for me to hear as the taught, 

5 Adonay Yahweh hath opened for me an ear. 
And I do not rebel, backward I do not turn. 

6 My back I have given to the smiters, and my cheek to them that 

pluck out the beard. 
My face I have not hid from shame and spittle. 

7 (Behold) '^ Adonay Yahweh is helper to me. 
Therefore'' I have put my face as a flint,'* 

And I know that I shall not be ashamed, I shall not be confounded. 

'Spy^ T'iX ^5^{^l belongs in this line, and not in the previous chapter as in JH. 

^ niSiC is, as often, a prosaic addition, impairing the measure of both lines. 

3 03*53^5 is an explanatory gloss, at the expense of the measure. 

*1 with "TIJC in this line, assimilation, against the measure. 

6^Ti for nirT^ n^, required by measure; so "i^ for TTin'^n* 

^ IT] is an emphatic gloss, against the measure. 

'D'^TSS? makes the line too long; it is an erroneous interpretation, against the context; 
riT^HD is a second object to ^I'^n&C and should be in the construct state, not absolute as 
inMT. 

*D*^TD&5 is a gloss, making the pentameter into a hexameter. 

'myb «. >^-< error for fiyb of (5, parallel with IpSS ; so Oort. Moreover, Ciy flS 
is uoiin ISt, hut rov yvCivatriviKaSfL eimlv \6yotf. f9rfKev fionTp<iii, Jl2?"i seems to be a dittography 
of n'^y , and nii a later prosaic addition; 1j should follow T^yi the first time as well 
as the second. 

"^^p33 repeated by dittography. 

" 1Ti5 came in by error from the next line. 

13*1 is not appropriate here; read HDH for measure. 

13 One '!3~3y is a dittograph — it is used but once in ffi — and 1012532 Xs belongs to 
the last line of the strophe. It is premature here. 

i^KA^allamiS has two tones. 
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50: 8 Near is He that justifieth me, who will contend with me? 
Let us stand up together, who is mine adversary ? ' 

9 Adonay" Yahweh helpeth me, who" will condemn me? 

Behold all of them as a garment wax old, the moth shall eat them. 

10 Who is among you that feareth Yahweh, that hearkeneth to His 

voice,* 
That doth walk in dark places and have no brightness ? 
Let him trust in the name of Yahweh, and stay upon his God. 

11 "Behold all of ye that kindle fire, that (light) firebrands,' 

Go ye imto the flame of your fire and among the firebrands ye 

kindled; 
From My hand have ye this, in a place of pain shall ye lie down." 

51 : 1 Hearken unto Me, ye that pursue righteousness, ye that seek Yahweh ; 
Look unto the rock whence ye were hewn, and unto the quarry' 
whence ye were digged, 

2 Look unto Abraham your father, and unto Sarah who bare you: 
For when he was but one I called him, and blessed him' and made 

him many. 

3 For Yahweh hath comforted Zion,* all her waste places; 

And made her wilderness as Eden, and her desert as the garden of 

Yahweh ; 
Joy and gladness will be" therein, thanksgiving and the sound of 

melody.'" 
7 Hearken unto Me, ye that know righteousness, in whose mind " is 

My law: 
Fear ye not the reproach of frail man, and at their revilings be not 

dismayed; 
6 Verily My salvation shall be forever, and My righteousness will not 

be dismayed.'^ 

' '^bi^ XSy^ is an expansive gloss, at the expense of the measure. 

2 ^n has come up from the line below. 

^iCin is an emphatic gloss, against the measure. 

* in^y b*lp^ makes the line too long. It is a mistaken interpretation of iblpD , and 
the suiEx refers to Yahweh. The servant is not in this context. 

*"^"I;TN)Q is improbable; it is probably an error for "I'jl^'n S ; so Seeker, Dillmann, 
Duhm, Cheyne; BDB, Lexicon. 

'n3p^ ". ^'j 'excavation, quarry,' defined by the gloss "112 . 

^ The last two verbs should be with T consec, and not simple T as in MT. 

^DnD is repeated, against the measure. 

'S213"', explanatory gloss, against the measure. 

10 Verses 4-6 are a trimeter insertion belonging to the trimeter poem ; only its last line 
is the proper conclusion of this strophe, having been transposed with the similar line of the 
other poem, now 86; see p. 86. 

1' Dy is an interpretative gloss. 

12 Verse 8 also belongs to the trimeter poem. 
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50: 9 Awake, awake, put on strength, arm of Yahweh, 

Awake as in days of old, in generations of olden times ! 
Art Thou not that which did tear in pieces Rahab, that pierced the 
dragon ? 
10 Art Thou not it that did dry up the sea, the waters of the great deep; 
That made the depths of the sea a way for the redeemed to pass over? ' 
12 I^ am He that comforteth (thee),'' of whom* art thou afraid? 

Of frail man that dieth, of a son of man that is given over as grass ? 
IS And yet thou didst forget* thy Maker that stretched out the heavens 
and founded the earth; 
And wast in dread continually all day long because of the ° oppressor; 
He aimed' to destroy, but where is the fury of the oppressor?' 

n Arouse thyself, arouse thyself (Zion),' rise up, Jerusalem, 
Who hast '° drunk at the hand of Yahweh the cup of His fury, 
The bowl of the cup of staggering hast drunken, hast drained." 

19 These two things have befallen thee, who bemoans thee? 
The crushing'^ of famine and sword, who" comforteth thee?'* 

21 Therefore hear now,'° thou afflicted, drunken, but not with wine; 

22 Thus saith" Yahweh, thy God, that pleadeth the cause of His people; 
Behold I have taken from thy hand the cup of staggering. 

The bowl of the cup of My fury thou shalt not again drink," 

23 And I will put it in the hand of those that afflict thee,'* (in the hands 

of them that oppress thee)." 

I Verse 11 is a marginal gloss from 35 ; 10. 

213255 once only in (K, the other is a dittograph, against the measure. 
3 The su£8x DD is an error for "^ , sing. The "Q belongs with 110 , as 1T3U . 
* T\^ is a dittograph of the verb l^^^l^tl i and 1 is an assimilation to the next verse, 
sn^n*^ is a glOBS, against the measure; (E 6e6v. 
^tyOn is a gloss, assimilated to the next line. 
^ "^TUi^D 1 gloss of interpretation. 

8 Verses 14-16 are a composite gloss ; 15 from Jer. 31 : 35, The whole is out of connection, 
and cannot be brought into strophical organization or connection. 

^ II'^S is needed for measure. lo niiSK gloss, as often. 

II Verse 18 is a gloss, interrupting the thought by a change to the 3d person. 

12 MT gives four things in place of the two of the previous line, which is impossible; 
■]T2J is here, as in 60: 18 an explanatory gloss to the less common "l^HJ , and the latter must 
be taken as construct before ^y^H . 

1^ T^OnDK is error for '^lOnS^ of (S and other versions. 

n Verse 20 is a gloss, enlarging upon the sufferings at the destruction of Jerusalem, 
interposing, and weakening the force of the direct antithesis of 21. 

1^ T\^1 is an explanatory gloss, at the expense of the measure. 

'^ T^D^iC t not in ®i makes the line too long. 

1^ T137 is an emphatic gloss, against the measure. 

18(5 has Tiav TaweLvuffavTon' tre^ and implies ^^SIIO "I'^D (cf. Lam. 1:5, 12), which must 
have fallen out by haplography. 

19 Verse 23& is an expansive gloss with a strain of vindictiveness. 
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52: 1 Awake, awake, put on thy strength, Zion, 

Put on thy beauty,' Jerusalem, the holy city, 
For there shall no more come into thee^ the uncircumcized and the 
unclean. 

2 Shake thyself from the dust, arise, O captive,' Jerusalem, 

Loose thyself* from the bonds of thy neck, captive daughter of 
Zion; 

3 For thus saith (Adonay)^ Yahweh (thy God), 

For nought thou' wast sold, and without silver wilt thou be 
redeemed.' 

7 How beautiful on the mountains the feet of him that telleth good 

tidings, 
That proclaimeth peace, that telleth good tidings,' that proclaimeth 

the victory. 
That saith to Zion ("It is well);" thy king doth reign" ! 

8 Hark, thy ivatchman lift up," together they ring out ; 
For eye to eye they see when Zion returneth,'" 

9 Break forth, ring out together, ye wastes of Jerusalem, 

For Yahweh hath comforted His people, hath redeemed Jerusalem. 

10 -ffe" hath made bare His holy arm in the eyes of" the nations, 
And all the ends of the earth do see'' the victory of our God. 

11 Depart ye, depart ye, go forth,^* an unclean thing touch not; 

Go forth from her midst, be ye clean that bear the vessels of 
Yahweh ; 

12 For ye shall not go forth in haste, and in flight shall ye not go. 
For He that goeth before you and He that bringeth up the rear is 

the God of IsraeU^ 

1 ■'1Dl!2 is an explanatory gloss, unnecessary and against the measure, 
^"7"iy , a gloss of emphasis, as often. 

3 ^^'^ , inappropriate to the context, is an error for 71*^2113 > so Oort, Budde, Duhm, al. 
*Ketib innSinn is improbable; read TinSPn with Qre and versions; Hithp. only 
I ere. The preposition y)2 has then been omitted by haplography. 

6 This short line needs enlargement by the usual divine names of this author, 'IDHK 

I nd -jinbii. 

*The change to 2d plur. is improbable; it is an erroneous change; read 2d sing. 
^Verses 4-6 are a gloss (so Duhm, Cheyne, Marti), because of style, historical reference, 
and repetitious character. 

^3113 has been by error transposed from next line where it is needed for measure. 
^ bip is an unnecessary explanatory gloss, 
'^mn*^ was inserted as an erroneous interpretation. 
" nirr^ • a gloss of interpretation. 
" bS , gloss. 
*'rii5 1 a prosaic gloss. 

*DTU''0 1 more precise designation of place, but a gloss. 
15 The trimeter poem now is resumed, and it continues through 52 : 13 — 53 : 12. 
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Part IV 

54: 1 Eing out, O barren, thou that didst not bear, saith Yahweh.' 

Break forth, ring out, cry aloud, thou that didst not travail with 

child; 
For more are the children of the desolate than the children of the 

married; 

2 Enlarge the place of thy tent, and thy curtains^ stretch out;' 
Spare not, lengthen thy cords, thy stakes strengthen; 

3 For on the right and on the left thou wilt break forth with thy seed;* 
It will inherit the nations and make desolate cities inhabited. 

4 Fear not for thou shalt not be ashamed, and thou shalt not" be 

confounded ; 
Thou" wilt not display shame, the shame of thy youth thou wilt 

forget. 
And the reproach of thy widowhood thou wilt not remember any 

more.' 

6 As ' a wife forsaken and grieved," Yahweh calleth thee, 
And a wife of youth when she is refused, saith thy God. 

7 In a little moment I forsook thee, but in'" compassion will I gather 

thee; 

8 In wrath " I hid My face for a moment from thee, 

But in everlasting kindness I have compassion on thee, saith thy 
Redeemer.'^ 

9 I sware" that the waters of Noah should not pass again over the earth. 
So I sware that I will not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee. 

10 For the mountains will depart and the hills be removed, 

But My kindness will not depart,'* and the covenant of My peace 

will not be removed, 
Saith He that hath compassion on thee,'" thou afflicted, tempest- 
tossed and not comforted.'" 

' mn^ "ITDS belongs here to complete the line, and not at end of the second line, 
where it is out of measure. 

2 ^"^SnlDDTClS . not in (!5, makes the line too long, and is an evident gloss, 

*1tD^ is improbable; read '^^T^ with (5 and other versions. 

*'^y"lT belongs in this line according to the measure, and should be without 1. MT 
has made a misinterpretation. 

5^55 is an evident error of transposition for J? J , as with the preceding verb. 
6*^3 twice in this line, mistaken insertions. 

7 Verse 5 is a gloss of emphasis not needed here. 8*i^ is a dittograph. 

°rm, an unnecessary explanatory gloss. "'D''5^!^ , a gloss of emphasis, 

"DiTC . «• ^v dittograph of OJZp ; so Duhm, Cheyne, Marti. i^nin'' , gloss. 

'^"llBiC "^b riKT HD ''^ ""D is an introductory gloss, spoiling the measure. 
'*^^t?'iO is a gloss of closer definition. "•nin"' is a gloss. 

"n)3n3 Xb myO ir^Sy belongs here, and not in the next Une as in MT. 
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54:11 Behold, I am about to lay thy stones with kohl, 

And I will lay thy foundations in sapphires and make thy pinnacles 
rubies, 

12 And thy gates shall become carbuncles and' thy borders pleasant 

stones; 

13 And all thy builders will be men taught of Yahweh, and great will 

be the peace of thy sons. 

14 In righteousness thou wilt be established^ away from oppression, 

that thou mayest not fear; 
Thou wilt be far from terror, that it may not draw near unto thee.' 
16 Behold, I have created the workman that bloweth in the fire of coals, 
And he that bringeth forth a weapon for his work, a* destroyer to 
destroy; 
n Any weapon formed against thee shall not prosper, 

And any tongue that riseth up against thee, in judgment will be 
condemned.^ 

56: 1 Thus saith Yahweh, " Watch ° for judgment and righteousness, 

For near is My salvation to come, and My righteousness to be 
revealed.'" 

3 Let' not the son of the stranger say, who hath joined himself unto 

Yahweh,' 
"Yahweh will altogether separate me from His people;" 
And let not the eunuch say, " Behold I am a dried up tree,'' 

4 Thus saith Yahweh to the eunuchs: "Those that keep My'" sabbaths, 
And choose that which I delight in, and hold fast to My covenant; 

5 I will give to them in My house and in My walls a share. 
And a name will I give them" better than sons and daughters, 
An everlasting name which cannot be cut ofiF." '^ 

1 bD 1 as often, an intensive gloss. 

'^ '^'p'n^ belongs to the next line to complete the measure. It should, however, in that 
context be ■'pn"in i so Graetz, Cheyne, Marti. 

3 Verse 15 is a gloss ; so Duhm, Marti. 

*"iJnX"in "^DDXI is a dittograph from the line above. 

5 The remainder of this verse is a gloss, as Duhm and Marti have observed. Chap. 55 is 
part of the trimeter poem ; see p. 89. 

^ "113T2? uot in the sense ' observe,' parallel with niCI? i which is against the context, 
for TWS is a gloss of misinterpretation, and the next line urges that TQTB be given the 
sense of 'watch for' the salvation that is near. 

7 Verse 2 is a trimeter tetrastich, out of connection with this piece. 

*55(1. The "1 is a connective with 2, but was not in the original before its insertion. 

9 TaXb is a gloss, as often in poetry. 

'"ni2Ji5 and nfi^ are prosaic glosses. 

•1 ib^^nX belongs here to complete the measure, and not in next line, which it injures. 

12 There is no sound reason for regarding this section relating to eunuchs and foreigners 
as post-exilic; it represents the broad-mindedness of our prophet, rather than the narrow 
exclusiveness of post-exilic Judaism. 
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56: 6 And the sons of the stranger that join themselves unto Yahweh to 
minister to Him, 
And to love the name of Yahweh, to be His servants, 
Every one that keepeth the Sabbath from defiling it, and holds fast 
on My covenant, 
7 I will bring to My holy mountain and make them to be glad in My 
house,' 
Their whole burnt offerings and their peace offerings shall be for 

acceptance upon Mine altar; 
For My house will be called a house of prayer for all peoples. 
Adonay'' Yahweh is about to gather the outcasts of Israel, 
Again gather unto Him, unto His assemblies.^' ' 
57:i3cdAnd (all)^ that seek refuge in Me shall possess the land, 
(All that hope in Me)' shall inherit My holy mountain. 

14 One is saying,'' " Cast ye up, cast ye up, clear the way. 

Take up, (take up),^ the stumbling-block out of the way of My 
people;" 

15 For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabits eternity:' 
The high place and the holy place I inhabit, and^" the contrite 

and humble in spirit; 
To revive the spirit of the humble and" the heart of the contrite; 

16 For not forever will I contend, nor '^ forever be ivroth ; 

For the spirit before Me ivould fail, and the persons " / made. 

' TlbSn does not belong here ; it came up by a copyist's error from below. 

^ DK3 is a gloss due to the 1st sing. V3pX in the next line, a misinterpretation of an 
original infin. abs., as often. 

^I^JJ^pSb is insufficient for the last section of the pentameter. The 5 represents an 
original pT . which gives the missing tone ; by is needed with this word just as truly as 
in l^by . ® properly translates this avvaytayTjv, 

* A piece of an entirely different character now follows, verses 9-12, unsuited to either 
the pentameter or the trimeter poem. It must be a post-exilic insertion. Another little 
piece, 57:1, 2, follows, of a still different type, also post-exilic; and then a much longer 
piece in the style of Ezekiel, 57 : 5-12. The remaining two lines of this strophe then 
follow. 

5 bD is needed for measure. 

6 The introductory words of this line are absent. They must have been synonymous 
with those of the previous line, probably therefore, 'I'lp bD as in 49: 236. 

7 nT3i51 is a mistaken massoretic pointing ; read "llOfi? as usual in these phrases ; 
see 40:6. 

8 The verb should be repeated here, as in the previous line. 
9 1)0tD "Cnp is a gloss not in the style of this prophet. 

^^nSi gloss, involving the misinterpretation 'with,' for the direct object as in pre- 
ceding context. 

" ni'^nnb i repeated, at the expense of the measure. 

'^i?bl makes the line too long; simple 1 sufficiently carries on the negative. 

'^^3^, gloss; mistaken emphasis, at the cost of the measure. 
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57:17 For the iniquity of his covetousness I ivas loroth and smote'' him, 
hiding My face. 
When I was luroth^ he ivent on turning off in the way of his own 
mind? 
18 I will heal him, and I will lead him, and I will restore comforts 
to him} 

Part V 

60:1 Arise, shine, (0 Jerusalem),^ for thy light is come, 

And the glory of Yahweh (thy God)" upon thee is risen; 

2 For behold' darkness covereth the earth, and dense darkness the 

peoples ; 
But upon thee Yahweh riseth, and His glory" appeareth; 

3 And nations will walk in thy light, and kings in thy brightness.' 

4 Lift up round about thine eyes and see all of them.'° 

They have gathered themselves together, they are come to thee, 

(all)" thy sons; 
From afar they come, and thy daughters at the side are carried; 

5 Then shalt thou see and be bright, and thy mind will be reverent 

and broadened; 
For the abundance of the sea will be turned unto thee, the wealth 
of the nations.'^ 

6 The multitude of camels will cover thee, the young camels of 

Midian," 
And will fly all of them, from Sheba they will bring" gold, 
And frankincense they will bear, and the praises •'* of Yahweh tell 

in glad tidings. 

^ ^n5^1 should have 1 consec, carrying on previous perf. ; iriDH implies "133 as 
elsewhere. 

^ D2pK1 should have 1 consec. 

^'^n'^&5"\ I'^O'^T is a gloss, out of measure. 

'T^b^Sbl is a late addition. This is followed by a gloss by the flual editor, verses 
19-21, closing with his refrain, marking the end of the second part of the completed poem. 

5 So (S F 21 ; needed for measure. 

fi This is also needed for measure. 

7 The article is by dittography of T\ in riDH • 

8 ^^^^ makes the line too long. 

'"^mt is an insertion from above; it disturbs the measure and adds nothing to the 
sense. 

10 Verse 4a = 49: 18, which has influenced MT here. 

11 A word is needed for measure, probably 50, parallel with DbO ; so (5c. 

'^^5 1N3'' is attached by ffi to the next verse ; it is a gloss. 

ispigiyT, n. pr., is improbable; it makes this line too long, and is needed in the next; 
read ISyi , ' fly,' of the rapid movement of the camels. 

n (S iifouo-ic <^epo^'T6? xP^<^^°^> i- e-, HnTS , tills is the most probable reading. 

15 itSi o-ojTTjptai', interpretation. 
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60: 7 All the flocks of Kedar will assemble,' the rams of Nebaioth, 

They will minister (to) thee,' ascend for acceptance on Mine altar, 
And (My house of prayer),^ My house of beauty, will I beautify. 

8 Who are these that fly as a cloud, and as doves unto their lattices? 

9 Surely to Me assemble' the ships of Tarshish first, 

To bring thy sons from afar, their silver and their gold,* 

To the name of Yahweh thy God, and to the Holy One of Israel.^ 

10 And the sons of the foreigner will build thy walls, and their kings 

will serve thee; 
For in My wrath I smote thee, but in My favor I have compassion 
on thee. 

11 And thy gates will be open," day and night they will not be shut. 
To bring unto thee the wealth of nations, with their kings as 

(leaders);' 

12 For the nations" that will not serve thee will perish, will be utterly 

wasted. 

13 The glory of Lebanon, the fir tree, will come unto " thee, 

The plane and sherbin tree together, to beautify My sanctuary.'" 

14 And the sons of thine oppressors will come unto thee, to bow down 

in homage; 
And all that despised will prostrate themselves at the soles of thy 

feet. 
And thou wilt be called the city of Yahweh," the Holy One of Israel. 

15 Instead of being '^ forsaken and hated, and without one to pass by, 
I will make thee an everlasting excellency, a joy of generations ; 

16 And thou wilt suck the milk of nations and the breast of kingdoms;" 

1 "lb is in the wrong line ; it is needed in the short line instead of the suffix, for 
measure. 

2 So ffi in 56 : 7 ; followed by Hitzig, Maiti ; but really both readings are necessary for 
measure. As not untrequently, ^ takes one, ffi the other. 

' D^"^!? is a gloss, disturbing the measure and sense. ^^D."' a misinterpretation lor 
^'Ip'i ; Geiger, Luzzatto, al, 

* Drii? » an explanatory gloss. 

^n"lXD "^D , an expansive gloss, from 7. ^T'^Hi expansive gloss. 

^ Ql^linD » misinterpretation for Q^^HD , Knobel, Duhm. 

*1TDi? nD510T0m ''13n is an expansive gloss; D'^IJi should be transferred from the 
complementary part of the line to the principal part as the only subject. 

' 123n3 defines 1''335n ^^^D • it has been transposed by a prosaic scribe to bring 
all the trees together, at the expense of the measure. 

'"DIp'O is an unnecessary gloss; ^3^S ""bS"! mpT31 is not in <!5, and there is no 
room for it in the measure or strophe. 

^' 1*1^2 is a gloss, making the line too long. 

12 ^ri*Tin is an explanatory gloss. 

isipjlj^ is repeated, against the measure; read mSblOlO . the m having by error 
produced the superfluous word ; D^Db^ gives a grotesque conception. 
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And thou wilt know that I am Yahweh,' thy Redeemer, the Mighty 
One of Jacob. 

60:17 Instead of brass will I bring gold, ^ 

Instead of iron will I bring silver, 

Instead of wood (will I bring)' brass, 

Instead of stone (will I bring) iron, 



And I will make peace thy magistracy, and righteousness thine 
exactors ; 

18 Violence will not be heard in thy land, nor destruction in thy 

boundaries.* 

19 And thou wilt call salvation thy walls, and praise thy gates; 
The sun will not become to thee' a light by day. 

And for brightness the moon will not be to thee (by night) ;^ 
For Yahweh is' become an everlasting light, and thy God thy 
beauty; 

20 And thy sun will not go down" or thy moon withdraw itself. 

For Yahweh will be thine,' and the days of thy mom-ning will be 
ended; 

21 Thy people' will be righteous, forever will they inherit the land, 
The branch of My planting, the work of My hands to be beautified; 

22 The least will become'" a thousand, and the smallest a strong nation; 
I, Yahweh, in its time will hasten (this)."' '^ 

62:2 And" nations will see thy righteousness, and'* kings thy glory. 
And thou shalt be called by a new name'' that Yahweh will designate; 

3 And thou shalt be a crown of beauty in the hand of Yahweh, 
And (thou shalt be)" a diadem of royalty in the palm of thy God. 

4 Thou shalt no more be termed " Forsaken," 

And thy land will no more be termed " Desolate," 

1 The line is too long; either ^y^TDI^O or ■^^i^*^ is a gloss. 

2 These lines lack a tone for an emphatic metrical pause. 

^ ^^DX was omitted by a prosaic copyist in both these lines. 

*The line is too long; ^y^ and Tl^ are glosses; see 51: 19. 

s^^y is a gloss, as often. 

*>This is needed for measure and antithesis; thus ffi C Lowth. 

' "^b JT^n , a gloss assimilated from 20. 

* Dbiy "TlKb is a gloss from 19. 

'D5D , an expansive gloss. 

'"ST^n*^! an unnecessary gloss. 

11 The suffix is for an original flXT > needed for measure. 

12 The trimeter poem is resumed in chapter 61 ; see p. 92. 

13 Verse 1 is a gloss, in different measure; 3d pers. tor 2d pers., a seam of the edito 
i*bD , as usual, is a gloss of intensification. 

16 IB "ITUiJ is a gloss, prosaic in character. 

i^rr^Tll should be repeated for measure and greater distinctness. 
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But thou wilt be called "My delight is in thee," and thy laud 

"Married;" 
For Yahweh doth delight in thee, and thy land will be married. 
62 ; 5 As a young man marrieth a virgin, thy great Builder ' will marry 

thee, 
And with the exultation of a bridegroom over a bride thy God will 

rejoice.^ 

6 Over thy walls, Jerusalem, I have appointed watchmen ; 
All day and all night continually they are not silent. 
Ye that remind Yahweh, let there be no rest to you, 

7 And give no rest to Him until He establish (her), 
Until He make Jerusalem a praise to the earth. 

8 Yahweh hath sworn by His right handand by the arm of His strength, 
" I will not give thy corn any more as a food to thine enemies, 

And aliens' sons will not drink thy new wine, for which ' thou hast 
toiled; 

9 But they that have garnered it will eat it and praise Yahweh, 
And they that have gathered^ it will drink it in My holy court." 

10 Go through, go through the gates,^ 

Clear the way of the people ; 

Cast up, cast up the highway, • — 

Gather out the stones, 



Lift up a standard over the peoples.'' 

11 Behold Yahweh hath made it heard to the ends of the earth. 
Say ye to the daughter of Zion : "Behold thy salvation cometh, 
Behold His loage is with Him and His recompense before Him, 

12 And they will he called, ' The holy people, the redeemed of Yahweh,' 
And thou wilt be called, 'Sought out, a city not forsaken.'" 

' ^'^5'?' though sustained by the versions, is improbable ; read ■['^33, with Lowth. 

2 ^"ipy is a glosB. 

' ITDS 18 a prosaic gloss, as often. 

* T'S3p)31 has two tones. 

5 These broken lines are for emphasis in metrical pauses. 

e See 49: 22. 



THE OMISSION OF THE INTERROGATIVE 
PARTICLE 



H. G. MITCHELL 
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H. G. Mitchell 

The omission of the particle H (or Ui^), employed in Hebrew 
to denote a question, is discussed to some extent in all the larger 
grammars; but in none of them does it receive satisfactory treat- 
ment. Perhaps it is too much to expect the desired exactness 
and completeness in a work, good as it is in many respects, as old 
as that of Nordheimer (1840), who cites as examples arising 
"from emotion or anxiety in the speaker," not only Gren. 3:1 and 
II Sam. 19:23, but I Sam. 16:4, and II Sam. 9:6 and 18:29, in 
two of which the absence of the particle is clearly due to textual 
corruption, while in the other it was as clearly omitted because 
the author did not intend an interrogation. It is, however, a 
little surprising that two of these, and other similar examples, 
should be found in KOnig's Syntax as well as in Davidson's, and 
in the last edition of Gresenius' Grammar (Kautzsch). In the 
following passages, cited by one or more of these authors, the 
interrogative particle should be supplied: 

Gen. 27:24 (Dav., Kon., Gesen.) Yisy ^33 m Hnx . Read 
with Sam., as in vs. 21, nnXH. So Kittel [Biblia Hehraica, 
etc.) . The necessity of supplying the particle appears when vs. 23 
is properly rendered as a parenthesis, "Now he did not recognize 
him," etc. Then follows, "Therefore, he said. Art thou," etc. 

I Sam. 16:4 (Dav., Kon., Gesen.), "jSln Obffl . Read with 
@^ [r]) Dbizin. So Klostermann, H. P. Smith; on the opposite 
side, Driver, Nowack, Budde. This in was probably lost when 
the plural termination of the preceding verb disappeared. 

II Sam. 18:29 (Dav., Kon., Gesen.), DlblDaX nyjb mbia . 
Read, with 15 codd.' as in vs. 32, Dlblflri. So Klostermann, 
Nowack, Smith; contra, Driver, Budde. 

II Kings 5:26 (Dav., Kon., Gesen.), -pT\ Inb Kb. Read 
either Jib, 'nay,' or, with V [nonne), t^bn. So Kittel [BH), 

1 In II Sam. 18 : 29 and probably in I Sam, 16 : 4 the Massora notes DlbTDH as a conjec- 
ture isebxr) . 
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Haupt. Stade prefers the latter reading. In either case the 
citation becomes irrelevant. 

Ezek. 11:3 (KOn.), DTQ ni;3 m^pH xb . Read, with F 
[nomie), sbn . So Cornill, Kraetzschmar; contra, Ewald. If, 
as Smend, Toy, Davidson hold, the clause should be rendered, 
not interrogatively, but categorically, of course the citation of it 
is equally unwarranted. 

Job 40:25 (41:1) (Kon.), TOru ]t\^ib "jTSm. Read "TOnn, 
with Kenn. 157, and as in the following verses (except 30). So 
Kittel {BH), Dillmann; contra, Siegfried. 

There are several more passages, some of them cited by other 
authorities, which are to be reckoned as examples, not of the 
intentional omission of the particle in question, but of the cor- 
ruption of the Massoretic text. I have noted the following: 

I Sam. 30:8 (Nolde), HTH injn "^inj* -,11^5. Read, with 
(@ [el), and as in the precisely similar passages 14:37 and II 
Sam. 5:19, -jT^^n . So Kittel [BH) , Wellhausen, Driver, 
Budde, Nowack, Kraetzschmar, Smith. The effect is the same if 
Klostermann's suggestion, DS , be adopted. 

II Kings 9:19, Dlbuj. Read, with (3^ (^) &^ {el) and many 
codd. and edd., and as in vss. 18, 22, 31, Dlbffln . So Kittel, 
Stade, Thenius. 

Ezek. 11:13 (Ew.), bitlffl- lnt< TlW nm HbS . Read, as in 
the precisely similar passage 9:8, nbiH . So Toy (perhaps), 
Kraetzschmar. Since the preceding word ends with M , this is 
probably a case of haplography. 

Ezek. 17:9, nbsn. Read, with & {el) and 6 codd., and as 
in vs. 15, nbsnn. So Kittel {BH), Cornill, Toy, Kraetzsch- 
mar. Here again the scribe wrote H once instead of twice. & 
has Sb. 

Prov. 5:16, HlTin -[■'nry7J 12213V @B ijag ^^_ Hence Ewald 
supplies b^ , Prankenberg, bx or "jS , Kittel favors 1S1BTI . 
Of. Toy. 

Job 30:24 (Nolde), T nbuj'' ^^n 5<b "]>«. Read, with ®, and 
in harmony with the following verse, &b DX or xb DX "]i< , and 
in clause b for yiTB pb, yilfl"; i«b or yT2J13 xb . So Kittel; 
contra, Dillmann. 
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The above examination of the passages cited by the gramma- 
rians as illustrating the omission of the interrogative particle has 
shown that there are not so many genuine examples as has been 
supposed. This might be true, and still these examples might be 
numerous. The impression one gets from the more recent gram- 
mars is that there is actually a considerable number of them. 
Konig, e.g., says that the question was expressed by means of 
(1) the interrogative tone, or (2) by the particle H, or, less 
frequently, by DK^ ; and gives no indication that the particles 
were used any oftener than they were omitted. Kautzsch is more 
explicit. He says (Gesen., §150. 1) that "frequently the natural 
emphasis of the words is of itself sufficient to indicate an inter- 
rogative sentence as such." It would have been more nearly 
correct to say, in the language of Nordheimer, that "although 
the particles H and Dtt are usually employed in Hebrew to indi- 
cate an interrogation, still they are not absolutely necessary, and 
hence are not always introduced;" for, as a matter of fact, there 
are comparatively few cases in which the particle is omitted from 
a direct and independent single question, or, in the case of two 
or more connected interrogative clauses, from an initial question ; 
and fewer still, as has been shown, in which the omission was 
intentional. The following list includes all that I have noted, 
even those due to textual corruption: 

Gen.3:l; 18:12; (27:24); Judg. 11:9; I Sam. (16:4); 21:16/15; 22:7,15; 
(30:8); II Sam. 16:17; (18:29); 19:23/22; I Kings 1:24; 21:7; II Kings 
(5:26); (9:19); Isa. 14:10; Ezek. (11:3, 13); (17:9); Hos. 10:9; Hab. 2:19; 
Zech. 8:6; Prov. (5:16); 22:29; 26:12; 29:20; Job 2:9, 10; 11:3; 14:3; 
(30:24); 37:18; 38:18; (40:25/41:1); 40:30/41:6; Cant.3:3; Lam.3:36,38. 

There are 39 in all, of which at least 12 — those in parenthe- 
ses — represent pretty evident scribal errors, while 4 or 5 others 
will bear further study. There are many other passages which 
have with more or less plausibility, but mistakenly, been rendered 
interrogatively and classified as instances of the omission of the 
proper particle. I have noted the following: 

Ex. 9:17 {13, F, EV), ^aya bbinC7J -^ny. The context 
requires that it should be interpreted as a condition, "If thou 
oppose my people." Of. vs. 13. So Reuss; also Baentsch, who, 
however, unnecessarily supplies Dit "'5 . Of. Eccles. 1 : 10. 
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Ex. 33:14 (Nolde, Ew., K6n., Gesen.), li^ ^53 . It does not 
seem in character for Yahweh to ask whether his presence shall 
go with his people. Translate, therefore, with EV, " My presence 
shall," etc. So Keuss, Baentsch. 

I Sam. 11:12 (Kon., Gesen.), irbj -jb?3^ blXTli . The testi- 
mony of 2 codd. and (§ S C 31 is to the effect that the original 
test had ifb . Read, therefore, "Saul shall not rule over us." So 
H. P. Smith; contra, Driver, Nowack. 

II Sam. 9:6 (Nord., Dav.), n^iSnsa . The form of the answer, 
as well as the absence of HnS , indicates that David called 
Meribaal (Mephibosheth), not asked, as in the case of Siba (vs. 2), 
if he was the person so named. So EV, Nowack; contra, Reuss. 

Isa. 24:17 (Nolde), 031 r\n3t ITS ybT . The context 
requires a direct threat. So EV, Delitzsch, Duhm, Marti. 
Delitzsch renders excellently, Grauen, und Orube, und Gam. 

Isa. 40: 19 (@, U, Kon. ) TCiri "jCD bosn . If this is a question, 
the n may as well be recognized as the interrogative particle. 
So 2C, Luzzatto, Budde. If it is not so recognized, the clause is 
best rendered, "The image — a workman cast it." So Dillmann, 
Cheyne, Duhm, Marti; contra, Reuss. 

Jer. 6:15 (EV, Nolde), Yujy HaSin ^^ iTIJ^nin . Elsewhere 
in the Book of Jeremiah 'ir''2'in means 'suffer defeat, or humilia- 
tion.' Hence it is best in this case to translate as in RV marg., 
"They shall be put to shame." So Graf, Reuss, Giesebrecht. 

Jer. 15:18 (AV, RV), nT5S tJi ^b H^Hn VH . If it is a 
question, it is a parallel to the one preceding, and therefore 
dependent for its interrogative character on TVZj . The best 
authorities render, "Thou art indeed to me like a deceitful brook." 
So Reuss, Graf; similarly Duhm. In either case the passage 
does not belong in the above list. 

Ezek. 21:15/10 (EV), TT'^aa IS. The words are apparently 
a part of an interpolation; cf. vs. 18/13. At any rate, they are 
utterly unintelligible. So CorniU and Toy. Kraetzschmar and 
others have undertaken to restore the text, but without finding 
traces of a question. 

Ezek. 32:2 (Ew.), nrjnj D^l3 T35. Here, also, the text is 
suspected. The simplest emendation suggested is that of Toy, 
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bS at the beginning and IT'O'^n for tT'SHD . Thus emended the 
clause might be rendered, " Thou hast made thyself like a young 
lion!?" The present text, however, can be rendered, "Young 
lion of the nations, thou art undone!" and this interpretation is 
adopted by Hitzig, Reuss, Smend. 

Ps. 56:8/7 (@, EV, Nolde), ^'db ObS p!!* bv . The present 

text is contradictory. The emendation suggested by Ewald, DsS 

(58:3/2) for cbg, relieves the difficulty. Translate, therefore, 

'On account of iniquity weigh to [i. e., reward] them." So 01s- 

hausen, Hupfeld, Nowack, Wellhausen. 

Job 40:24 (RV, Nolde), ^T^^ rr^n. The passage was 
apparently intended for a question; but the first word (or words) 
has been lost. Bickell supplies '^'D , derived from irT'S of the 
preceding verse; cf. Dillmann. More probable is the reading 
tiin "'^J , suggested by the same word, for which it might easily 
be mistaken. So Budde, Duhm; contra, Delitzsch, Davidson. 

Eccles. 1:10 (AV, RV, Nolde), TCin HT Hi^n ^aS^ffl im TT"' . 
Here, as elsewhere in Ecclesiastes, TIJ"^ introduces, not a question, 
but the protasis of a virtually conditional sentence. Render, 
therefore, "If there be a thing," etc. Cf. 2:21; 6:11; also Judg. 
6:13; II Kings 10:15. So Delitzsch, Reuss, Frankenberg. 

II Chron. 25:8 (Kon.), S^15< ^3Sb DTlbi^n -|bB5\ The 
interrogative interpretation is adopted to avoid the contradiction 
between this and the preceding clause. That clause, however, is 
corrupt. Read, with @, U, "If thou thinkest to be strong in these 
things;" and then, naturally, "Grod will cast thee down before 
the enemy." So Kittel {BH, SBOT), Benzinger. 

In the passages thus far cited the supposed questions have all 
been of the positive type. In the following sb is used, accord- 
ing to some authorities, in the sense of sbn . 

Gen. 11:6 (Nolde), nioyb I70r ^12!!^ bi Cm^a ^^l"' Kb. The 
context requires a statement, "There will be withheld from 
them," etc., as the clause is commonly rendered. See EV. 

Ex. 19:23 (Nolde), mbyb USn bsr «b . The words are 
simply a reminder to Yahweh that he has ordered bounds set 
about the mountain. They are therefore properly rendered in 
EV, "The people cannot come up." 
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I Sam. 14:30 (F, AV,EV marg., Nolde), TO^ nrOT xb nflS. 
In this case it is not certain that sb belonged to the original 
text. <3 omits it; so Reuss, Budde, H. P. Smith. If it be 
retained, the clause is not necessarily a question, but may be 
rendered as in RV, "Now hath there been no great slaughter." 
So Nowack. Finally, if a question was intended, the omission of 
the particle can be explained as an instance of haplography. 

II Sam. 23:5 ((§, RV marg., Ew., Kon.), bb* D^ Tl^n ID nd . 
It does not seem probable that David would claim for himself, or 
anyone else for him, that he was an ideal ruler, like the one 
described in vss. 3 f. Hence if the MT be retained, the best 
rendering is that of EV, "Although (or verily) my house is not 
so with God;" or that of Klostermann, who, finding here a paral- 
lel to Job 9:35, interprets "p i^b as meaning 'not after the usual 
fashion.' Cf. Delitzsch on Job 9:85. H. P. Smith gives "p the 
meaning 'firm' and iJtb the force of a strongly affirmative par- 
ticle; while Nowack, following Nestle [Marginalia, 27 f.), substi- 
tutes for both of them 'iD5 . The interrogative interpretation is 
preferred by Bottcher, Driver, Reuss, al. 

II Sam. 23:5 (RV marg., Ew., Kon., Gesen.), mj^'' 5<b. 
In (© this clause is connected, as the rhythm requires, with vs. 24. 
Render, therefore, "The ungodly shall not flourish." So Nowack, 
H. P. Smith. Budde prefers the interrogative interpretation, but 
supplies the particle. 

Isa. 9:2,3 (Nord.), ntrawn t\b^jtl Sb. The variant lb, 
found in 20 codd. is preferable to Hb , but the emendation sug- 
gested by Krochmal, nb''3n for xb ^IjH, is now preferred to 
either. So Cheyne, Duhm, Marti. 

Isa. 10:4 (Kon.), TDK nnn 3>^5 ^nba . Such a use of Tlba 
is without precedent. Moreover, according to Kittel, this word 
is probably an error for Tlbsb , and the proper rendering of the 
clause, "Not to bow under the prisoner." 

Jer. 49:9 (F, EV, Nolde), nibbV IIJ^TT" sb . These words 
were borrowed, apparently, from Obad. 1:5, but it does not fol- 
low that they are here used precisely as in the original connec- 
tion. The rendering given them by (3 shows that they were not ; 
but that originally the verse began with ""5 instead of the DX of 
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Obad., and that, therefore, the author meant to say, "The grape- 
gathers have come to thee, and they will not leave gleanings." 
So Graf, Reuss, Duhm. 

Jer. 49:9 (RV), U^l in^miin . The mistaken interpretation 
of the clause just discussed necessitated an equally erroneous 
rendering of its parallel. Properly translated, the latter reads, 
"They will destroy their fill." So Graf, Reuss, Duhm. 

Eos. 11:5 (Ew., Kon.), 0^^:212 y^ii bs niTIJ-' ^b . Read, 
with (®, lb for 5<b , and connect it with the preceding verse. 
Verse 5 will then read, "He shall return," etc. So Kittel, 
Nowack, Marti, Harper; contra, Reuss. 

Job 9:16 (Nolde), ^blp pT«^ "'S "faSX sb. This is pre- 
cisely snch a case as that of ri3yi< >{b in the preceding verse. 
Just as Job there says, "If I were righteous, I would not answer," 
so he should here declare as in EV, "If I called and he answered." 
((§B adds ad), "I would not believe," etc. So Delitzsch, Dill- 
mann, Reuss, Davidson, Budde, Duhm. 

Job 10:15 (Nord.), ''TIJX"! XTBS^ «b . This is another case of 
the same kind as those in 9:15, 16. Render, therefore, "I would 
not lift up my head." So Delitzsch, Dillmann, Davidson, Duhm; 
contra, Reuss. 

Job 13:15 (Nolde, Nord.), brrOf, Sb. The words are trans- 
lated, "I have no hope." So RV, Ewald, Reuss, Budde, Duhm. 
It is doubtful, however, if biT' can properly be so rendered in 
the Book of Job. Hence,, perhaps, it is safer with Dillmann, to 
translate, "I shall not [have to] wait," or, with the versions, 
read lb for Xb and render, "I will wait for him." So Davidson. 

Job 14:16 (EV, Nord., Kon.), ^T\iXon bj "llTSTan S<b . S> has 
in the preceding clause a sb , which gives to the whole verse a 
hypothetical character. So Siegfried, It is the same with &, 
which renders this clause as if the original were "lllSri, — a read- 
ing that is actually adopted by Ewald, Kittel, Dillmann, Duhm. 
Better than either of these emendations seems the interpretation 
by Reuss and Budde, according to which the first clause of the 
adopted verse is subordinate to the second in a virtually con- 
ditional sentence, which may be rendered, "Though thou num- 
beredst my steps thou wouldst not watch over [to spy out] my sin." 
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Job 23:6 {&\ Nold.), ^^ DlD^ Sin -JSi i<b . Read, with RV, 
"Nay, but he would give heed to me" (Kittel, Delitzsch, Duhm) ; 
or, "Nay, let him but give heed to me." So Dillmann, Reuss. 

Job 34:23 (Nolde), IV D^TD"' Tfl^S bj ifib . The context 
requires a negation. Read, therefore, "He doth not fix," etc. 
So, as far as the negative is involved, Delitzsch, Dillmann, Reuss, 
Budde, Duhm, al. 

Job 37:21 (Nolde), TIS li^n sb. The interrogative inter- 
pretation would give the clause a meaning the opposite of that 
required by the context. Read, with <3, "They see not [cannot 
look at] the light," the following clauses being subordinate. So 
Ewald, Dillmann, Reuss. 

Lam. 1:12 (EV, Nolde, Ew., Kon) i;i1 ''^ny bS Di^bs Sib. 
This is a difficult passage. Some of the versions are more intel- 
ligible. Thus (§ begins with ol (probably to be read ot) Trpm 
vjxa'i, 2 with &> v^^,el<;, and U with O vos, i.e., dS'^bit ''IS. This, 
however, represents a corrupt text, the alphabetic scheme of the 
author requiring that the first letter be a b . The Massoretes 
have restored this letter, but there is no indication that their Sib 
is to be taken in the sense of Sibn . In fact the meaningless- 
ness of the clause, whether interpreted as a question or a nega- 
tive, makes it doubtful whether Sib is the original reading. 
Budde suggests ''bs Sib , after which he would naturally read 
DDbS for bS DS- , and Kittel {BH) substitutes for DS-'bS Sib 
the briefer DDb or ISb . 

This concludes the list of passages that are, or have been, cor- 
rectly or incorrectly regarded as examples of the omission of the 
interrogative in independent or initial questions. There are in 
all 71; of which 12 have been found to be cases of textual corrup- 
tion, and 82 instances of mistaken exegesis, while only 27 really 
have any place in this discussion. 

Having thus shown to what extent the interrogative particle 
is actually (so far as noted) omitted in the class of questions 
described, let me now examine the explanations given in Gesenius' 
Grammar for such omissions. One of them (§150, 1 R) is that 
it "occurs especially before a following guttural for the sake of 
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euphony." The correctness of this statement can easily be 
tested. To this end it will be necessary, first, to divide the 
whole number of cases in which, whether correctly or incorrectly 
from my standpoint, the particle is actually omitted, and show in 
just how many of them the word to which it would naturally be 
prefixed begins with a guttural, and how many times with one of 
the other letters of the Hebrew alphabet. The result of such an 
analysis is as follows: 

1. Before gutturals: 

^ Gen. 3:1; 18:12; (27:24); Judg. 11:9; (I Sam. 30:8); I Kings 

1:24; 21:7; Job 2:10; 14:3; Cant. 3:3; Lam. 3:36 11 

n ISam. 22:15; II Sam. 19:23/22; Hab. 2:19; Job 38:19. . . 4 

n ISam. 21:16/15; Prov. 22:29; 29:20 8 

y Job 2:9 1 

"l9 

2. Before other sounds .■ 

n Job 11:3 1 

3 ISam.22:7; Isa. 14:10; Zech.8:6 3 

T II Sam. 16:17 1 

1 (Prov. 5:16); Job 40:30/41:6 2 

5 (Ezek. 11:13) 1 

b (II Kings 5:26); (Ezek. 11:3); Hos. 10:9; (Job 30:24). ... 4 

a Lam. 3:38 1 

1 Prov. 26:12 1 

TD (ISam. 16:4); (II Sam. 18:29); (II Kings 9: 19) 8 

n (Ezek. 17:9); Job 37:18 (40:25/41:1) _3 

"20 

Note that there have been included in this table, not only 
passages in which the omission of the particle was intentional, 
but also (in parentheses) those in which it is due to textual cor- 
ruption; and justly, because the statement under consideration, 
as has been shown, was based on both classes. From this stand- 
point it appears that the particle is omitted not quite as many 
times before gutturals as before other letters. From a more 
critical standpoint the showing is better, the figures being 17 
to 10 in favor of the gutturals, instead of 19 to 20. This, how- 
ever, is not a complete test. In order to determine whether the 
statement quoted is warranted or not, it is necessary, further, to 
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know the ratio of the number of cases in which the interrogative 
particle has been intentionally omitted before the gutturals, not 
only to that of the cases in which it is wanting before other 
sounds, but also to that of the cases in which it is used before 
the gutturals. The following table, though probably not com- 
plete, is sufEciently accurate to answer the present purpose, viz.: 
to show whether the Hebrews really omitted Tl very frequently 
before a guttural, and, when they omitted it, did so "for the 
sake of euphony." That their practice may be more fully illus- 
trated, the examples noted are distributed among the several 
gutturals according to their vocalization. 

— ijn Num. 11: 12; Deut. 20: 19(«&); II Sam. 19:43/42; Bzek.28:9; 

Mic. 2:7; Ps. 77:9/8; Job 21:4; 34:31 8 

— NH Gen. 18:13, 23, 24; 27:21; Num. 32:6; Judg. 6:31; 13:11; 

II Sam. 2:20; 7:5; 9:2; 20:17; I Kings 13:14; 18:7, 17; 

Am. 2:11; Job 34:11; 40:8 17 

— Xn II Sam. 13: 20; II Kings 6: 22; Isa. 66: 9; Mic. 6: 6, 11 (MT, 

— tftri) 5 

— Sn Num. 16:22 (Sam.); 17:28/13; Ezek. 14:3; Neh. 6:11 . . 4 
— Xn Ex. 2: 7; Judg. 14:3; I Sam. 14:37; 23:2; II Sam. 19:36/35; 

I Kings 22:6; II Kings 3:11; Jar. 7:17; 49:7; Job 8:3; 

IlChron. 18:6 11 

—Sin Judg. 12:5; II Sam. 2:1; 5:19; 9:3; II Kings 8: 8, 9; 18:27 

(MT, by); Isa. 36:12; Mic. 6:7, 10 (MT, — KH); Zech. 7:3; 

IChron. 14:10 ' .' 12 

— Sn Gen. 42:16; II Kings 5:7; Jer. 23:23; Job 4:17 .... 4 

— ^Xn II Sam. 12:23 1 

— KH Num. 22:37; I Kings 8:27; Ps. 58:2/1; Zech. 6:18 ... 4 
— isn (— Sn) Judg. 20:23, 28; Jer. 5:22; 7:19; Ps. 50:13; Job 

22:15 6 

— nn Gen. 24:5; Jer. 26:19; Joell: 2 3 

—tin Num. 22:30; II Kings 18:33; 19:12; Isa. 36:18; 37:12 . . 5 

— nn Gen. 24: 21 1 

-nn Jer. 2:11 1 

— finn Num. 23:19 1 

— nn Num. 13:18; Judg. 9:9, 11, 13; Ezek. 18:23; Job 15:2; 

Eccl. 2:19 7 
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— nn Num. 31:15; Job 1:9 2 

— nn I Sam. 15:22; Job 11:7; 22:3 3 

— yn Job 13:25 1 

— yn Isa. 57:6; 64:11/12; Jer. 5:9,29; 9:8/9; 12:9,9; Am.8:8 8 

— yri Num. 16:14; II Kings 5:36; Hag. 1:4; Job 10:4 .... 4 

— yn Jer. 2: 14; 22: 28 2 

— i^n (— iyn) Gen.31:14; 43:7,27; 45:3; Ex.4:18; IKings 20:32; 

Hag. 2:10; Ruth 1:11 8 

118 

The table, which, for obvious reasons, includes all sorts of 
questions, needs no further explanation. It makes it so plain 
that the Hebrews actually used the interrogative particle before 
all the gutturals, in almost all the possible combinations, with 
the several vowels, that it is impossible, in the light of the above 
figures (17 to 118) to suppose that they ever omitted it before 
any of them solely "for the sake of euphony." 

A second explanation suggested by Kautzsch is that "the 
natural emphasis upon the words (especially when the most em- 
phatic word is placed at the beginning of the sentence) is of itself 
sufficient to indicate an interrogatire sentence" (Gesen. § 150, 
1; cf. Davidson, § 121). It is evident that this explanation does 
not go to the root of the matter, but, for the sake of complete- 
ness, its correctness should be tested. To this end it will be 
necessary, first, to examine the structure of the passages, 39 in 
number, in which, before independent questions, the particle is 
wanting in the massoretic text. The facts are exhibited in the 
following table:'' 
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1. Subject first: 

a) In a verbal sentence; the same being — 

a) A noun: Lam. 3:36; 1| (II Kings 5:26) 2 

;8) A pronoun: I Kings 1:24; 21:7; Hab. 2:19; [| Isa. 14:10 . 4 

b) In a nominal sentence; the same being — 

a) A noun: II (II Sam. 18:29); (II Kings 9:19) 2 

^) A pronoun: (Gen. 27:24); Judg. 11:9; Job 2:9; || II Sam. 
16:17 4 

2 The references to cases due to textual corruption, in this as in the preceding table, 
are incloBed in parentheses. The upright parallels separate those in which the first letter 
is a guttural from the others. 
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2. Predicate first : 

a) In a verbal sentence: Gen. 3:1; (I Sam. 30:8); Prov. 22:29; 

29:20; Job 38:18; i| (Ezek. 17:9); Hos. 10:9; (Prov. 5:16); 

Prov. 26:12; Job 37: 18; (40:25/41:1); 40:30/41:6 .... 12 
6) In a nominal sentence: I Sam. 21: 16/15; || (I Sam. 16:4) . . 2 

3. Object first : 

a) Direct object: Job 2:10; Cant. 3:3; II (Ezek. 11:13) . ... 3 
6) Indirect object: || I Sam. 22:7 1 

4. Adverbial clause first : 

a) In a verbal sentence: I Sam. 22:15; II Sam. 19:23/22; Job 

14:3;||Zech. 8:6; Job 11:3; (30:24); Lam. 3:38 7 

6) In a nominal sentence: Gen. 18: 12; || (Ezek. 11:3) .... 2 

"39 

The table is instructive. In the first place, if one apply the rule 
that, in verbal sentences the predicate ((resen., §142, 2), and in 
nominal sentences the subject, should precede (Gesen., §141, 4), 
it will appear that of the 39 examples cited, 18, or nearly one-half, 
are perfectly normal in arrangement, and that, of these 18, 11 are 
genuine cases, of which only 6 have a guttural at the beginning. 
If the corrupt passages be neglected, the result will be somewhat 
more favorable for the statement under examination, the ratio of 
normal to irregular passages being only 11 to 16; but this is large 
enough to warrant one in questioning whether the arrangement 
of an interrogative sentence can be said to explain the omission of 
the particle. Moreover, these figures must be viewed in the light 
of the number of cases in which H is actually used before irregu- 
lar sentences. Perhaps, however, it will be sufficient to show how 
many of the first 39 cases in which it occurs in Genesis are of this 
description. The following table will answer this purpose: 

1. Subject first: 

a) In a verbal sentence; the same being — 

a) A noun: || Gen. 18:25 1 

j8) A pronoun: || 20:5 1 

b) In a nominal sentence; the subject being — 

a) A noun: 43:7; II 13:9; 34:23; 37:13 4 

2. Predicate first : 

a) In a verbal sentence: 18:13, 23, 24; 24:5; || 18:14, 28; 24:58; 

27:36, 36; 29:5; 37:8, 10; 41:38; 42:22 14 

b) In a nominal sentence: ||4:9; 18:17; 19:20; 27:38; 29:15; 30:15 6 
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3. Object first : 

a) Direct object: II 20:4;. 31:15 (subj. of passive) 2 

b) Indirect object: || 17:17 1 

4. Adverbial clause first : 

a) In a verbal sentence: ||3:11; 16:13; 29:25 3 

b) In a nominal sentence: 31:14; 1| 4:7; 24:23; 30:2;34:31; 40:8; 

43:7 7 

39 

The device o£ comparing the passages in which the particle is 
omitted with the same number, the first in the Old Testament in 
which it is employed, was suggested without premeditation. The 
result is, therefore, surprising, for it appears that the number of 
the latter in which the arrangement is irregular and emphatic 
is exactly the same as among the former. This fact makes it 
pretty evident that the order of the words in a question had little, 
if anything, to do with the use or omission of the interrogative 
particle.' 

It remains to examine certain representations respecting the 
relation of the content of the questions without Si to the omission 
of the particle. Nordheimer says that the "particles are omitted 
when the question arises from emotion or anxiety in the speaker" 
(§ 1099, 4, a) ; Davidson, that "omission of the particle is most 
common in animated speech, as when any idea is repudiated" 
(§ 121).* Let us see if, or how far, these statements are correct. 
It is hardly possible to tabulate the passages in which the particle 
is omitted in such a way that scholars generally will be satisfied, 
for there are some of them about which there always has been, 
and doubtless always will be, difference of opinion; about which, 
in fact, the same person may be of two minds on different occa- 
sions. The following table, therefore, must be regarded as but a 
tentative comparison of these questions with one another in respect 
to the state of mind by which they were severally prompted. The 
various states represented are: 

3 Note, also, as a further coincidence, that 6 of these questions, as in the case of the 
genuine ones without a particle, begin with a guttural. 
*This explanation is entirely ignored by Kautzsch. 
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1. Incredulity, real or feigned: Gen. 3:1; 18:12; Judg. 11:9; I Kings 

1:24; Job M:3 H 5 

2. Irony: I Sam. 21:16/15; Hab.2:19; Job 2:10; 38:18; Lam. 3:86; || 

I Sam. 22:7; Zech. 8:6; Job 11:3; 37:18; (40:25/41:1); 40:30/ 
41:6 11 

3. Sarcasm: I Kings 21:7; Job 2:9; || II Sam. 16:17; Isa. 14:10 . . 4 

4. Eepugnance: II Sam. 19:23/22; || (Eze. 11:13); (17:9); (Prov.5:16) 4 

5. Confidence: expressed — 

a) Positively: Ps. 22:29; 29:20; II 26:12 3 

6) Negatively: with reference to — 

a) Past facts: II (II Kings 5:26); (Ezek. 11:3) 2 

iS) Present facts or truths: II Lam. 3:38; (Job 30:24) . ... 2 

y) Future events: || Hos. 10:9 1 

6. Denial: I Sam. 22:15 II 1 

7. Uncertainty: (Gen. 27:24); (I Sam. 30:8); Cant. 3:3; || (I Sam. 

16:4); (II Sam. 18:29); (II Kings 19:19) , . . 6 

89 

In this case the table is decidedly favorable to the suggestion 
of the grammarians; for, be it noted, of the 27 genuine cases of 
the omission of the particle, no fewer than 20 fall under the first 
four heads. Indeed, if one takes into account the peculiarities 
of some of the other cases, the showing can be made even better. 
For example, while it is true that the Hebrews do not seem to 
have hesitated to prefix H to any of the gutturals, whatever the 
vocalization, actually using it before tl in at least 5 cases, it does 
not occur before the article. It is probable, therefore, that such 
a use was avoided, not on account of the guttural, but because it 
would bring together two so similar particles. If this conjecture 
be adopted, it will explain I Sam. 22:15(6), and furnish an 
alternative reason for the omission of the particle in II Sam. 
19:23/22(3). There is another group consisting of three pas- 
sages (5, o) which should perhaps be eliminated. They are all 
alike, and all virtually conditional clauses; so that the first, e. g., 
might be rendered, "If thou seest a man diligent in business, he," 
etc. See the similar passages with 123'' or 11? : Ex. 9:17; Eccles. 
1:10; etc. The elimination of these five passages leaves 22 
genuine cases of the omission of the particle, of which all but 2 
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may be classified under the first three heads as so many varieties 
of what might be called exclamatory questions, and appropriately 
marked by a double punctuation (! ?). The conclusion is inev- 
itable that here, at least, the nature of the thought is the prin- 
cipal reason for the omission of the interrogative particle. As 
for the 2 examples not thus explained, both of them may well 
be accidental/ 

The investigation, so far as it has proceeded, then, warrants 
one in claiming that in most, if not all, the genuine cases, except 
the two that begin with the article, the omission of the interrog- 
ative particle is explained by the peculiar feelings by which the 
questions were prompted. It has not, however, shown that the 
presence of such feelings always has this effect. As a matter of 
fact, there are many cases in which questions implying incredulity, 
irony, or sarcasm are introduced by H . They occur in various 
parts of the Old Testament, but especially in the Book of Job, 
where there are long series of such questions. For examples see 
Lev. 10: 19; I Sam. 10: 11; I Kings 8: 27; Ex. 14:11; Judg. 11: 25; 
14:3; II Kings 1:3; Job 10:7, 8; 18:4; etc. If, therefore, one 
were required to make a statement on the subject, one would have 
to say that in direct single or initial questions tl is omitted before 
the article, and sometimes in exclamatory questions for the pur- 
pose of indicating more clearly the incredulity, irony, or sarcasm 
which prompted them, but which can be adequately expressed 
only by the human voice. 

It was my intention to include in this discussion dependent 
questions, but lack of time and space makes it necessary to post- 
pone the treatment of this phase of the subject until a future 
occasion. 

5 This is the more probable in the case of Lam. 3:38, as the word in vs. 37 immediately 
preceding the one to which H would have been prefixed ends in n. As for Hos. 10:9 the 
text and the interpretation are in dispute; cf. Wellhausen, Marti. 
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1. As is well known, the Codex Barberinus ( = 86 Holmes- 
Parsons) presents the third chapter of Habakknk in a double 
translation; that is, in addition to the Septuagintal version ( = 
866), in another which is anonymous ( = 86a). The latter is 
found also in V ( = 23), 62, 147. A colophon in the Barberinus 
reads as follows: T^i' ^Stjv tov afi^aicovfi ou^ evpov ervficf^ccvova'av 
ovre Tol<; 5 ovre aKoKa ovre av/u.fid'X^a) ovre 6eohoria)VL- ^ijTijcreL'; ovv, 
el TJj? e ^ -rij? J- eAcSo'crew? ecmv. 

See Field, Hexapla, ad Hab. 3:2, and especially E. Klostermann, 
Analecta zur Septuaginta (1895), 60-60, where a fresh collation of the 
four manuscripts (and of the Complutensian text) is given. 

2. From the extant fragments of E' and S' it became evident 
to Montfaucon (quoted by Field) that our anonymous version 
cannot be identical with either. 

Compare the following examples: Verse 1, E'='AS i-n-l ayvorijj.dT<av, 
Anon, /xet' (var. /«,eTa) w8^s; vs. 3, E'^'AS®^ «« OaifxAv, Anon, aivo XlP6<: 
(graphic var. A.oi/3os; but fle/uii' V!); ibid., E' Sela, Anon. /xtTa/JoX^ Sta- 
ipakimTos (var. Stcu/'aXfui) ; vs. 5, E' mors = '2, OavaTOi, Anon. tttGo-is; ibid., 
E'=5® opvtov, Anon. to. /jLiyurra rStv irtTrjvuiv (var. Treretvcuv); VS. 10, E = 
'AS© lvTiva.yiJjaTa uSaroiv irop^X^ev, Anon, ei/ tu tov i^aiaiov crov o/j-Ppov 
SuXdiiv &' avT^s; vs. 13, E'='Affi i^KOc; £is a-wrrjpiav. Anon, dvct^dvijs firi 
(TorrrqpLa; ibid., E'= 'A £19 (Ttimrjpiav crvv )(pLcrTw crov, S Sia Ir/crovv tov Xpicrrov 
(TOV, Anon. pvaacrOai tovs IkXcktovs (rov; ibid., E' denudasti, slve evacuasti, 
fundamentum usque ad collum, Anon, eais afSva-a-ov t^s OaXatrvr)'; Kara- 
SvcrovTai. 

Montfaucon was certain that it must then be the Septima (Z'). 
Now Field [Prolegomena, p. xlvi) has cast doubt upon the very 
existence of a seventh version. The few instances from the 
Psalter may indeed be dismissed with Field as dubious; but 
there remain the two passages, Hab. 1: 5 and 2: 11, according to 
the testimony of Jerome, whose language is quite explicit ("reperi, 

133 
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exceptis quinque editionibus, id est, Aquilae, Symmachi, LXX, 
Theodotionis, et Quinta, in duodecim prophetis et duas alias edi- 
tiones"). It is nevertheless strange that in the third chapter 
his Greek apparatus does not appear to have gone beyond the 
Sexta; had he known our translation, he certainly would have 
quoted it for verse 13. 

3. Although three of the manuscripts containing our anony- 
mous version, V, 62, 147, are Lucianic in character, it will not 
do to identify Anon, with Lucian. The Complutensian, which is 
strongly Lucianic, shows, it is true, remarkable agreements with 
Anon. ; but its readings are apparently mixed. The readings 
from 22, 36, 48, 51, and Theodoret (all Lucianic) agree with 
Anon, in so few cases that it is impossible to class them and 
Anon, together. It is true, we find doublets which are charac- 
teristic of Lucian (vs. 2) ; but they are common to all texts. 

On V, 22, 36, 48, 51, Theodoret, as Lucianic see Cornill, Ezechiel, 
p. 65; on the Complutensian, ibid., p. 66; on 62, 147, Klostermann, loc. 
cit., p. 51. Cod. 42, which according to Field is equally Lucianic, agrees 
with Anon, in the triiiing omission of Kai, vs. 7; more important is the 
agreement between Anon, and 239 (a manuscript whose affiliations are 
unknown) in vs. 4, Iku iirearTiQpiKTat, (direo-T. V, kcn-qp. 239) rj Swa/Lus r^S 
Sdfijs avTov against koI tdtro {idrjKev Compl.) aydirrjCTLV Kparaiav {d.ya,irr]V 
icr^vpav Compl.) lo^vos (t^s 8wd/j.€a)S Compl.) avTOv ffi. 

V quite frequently abandons Anon, in favor of ffi. Thus, vs. 3, 6^ 
opovi ifiapdv 62, 86a, 147: ef Spovs KaTacrxiOV Saa'iwi V = J^ca.c.b al. ; ibid., 
6 ovpavoi 62, 86a, 147 : oipavov's V = (!5 ; vs. 6, al 68oi at ef "PX'?^ oAAoiioflij- 
uovTai • avTov ilveKa crticrdricreTai yj olKovfiivrj 62, 86ct, 147 : at 68ot at i^ dpx^s 
dvTt KOTTuiv V, cf. jroptas (var. jropetas) otcoi'tows {-uii) avTOv (var. avTuJv; ^40, 
ai.) dvTt (+8e) Koirwv ffi; vs. 8, 17 opy^ 62, 86a, 147 : to op/xij/ita V = ffi; vs. 13, 
«kX£ktows 62, 86a, 147 : ■fffiuiTov': Y- S'=-'= '^i"^' AQ, al. On the other hand, 
in two cases V stands alone against ffi: vs. 6, hiSpvpt] 62, 86a, 147, cf. 
85:) V; vs. 8, dvt/Sjjs 62, 86a, 147, cf. «5: praem. Kvpu V. 

A conclusive proof of the un-Lucianic character of our version is 
furnished by the rendering do-c^aXeis for iTlib^'iO > vs. 19, ffi presenting 

T - IT 

the literal translation Sicrel ika.<l>ov (var. is i\.a.<t>tav), exactly as the same 
word is rendered by Lucian, II Kings 22:34 {a-Tijpi^tiyv Tori's TroSas p.ov is 
iX.d<l>ov). 

4. It is worthy of note that in three instances Anon, appears 
to have influenced S. 
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Vs. 9, .oi-ajaJ cf. i^opradai ; VS. 14, .ooiZnl . »«-i oii^ZZl cf. Toiis 
imroiOorai iirl rfj av$a8eux avriov; ibid., '1"*3]>S Anon. 

A similar influence might be found in vs. 6, if we were certain about 
the meaning of a^^?o (on the reading "V.v^5o see Payne Smith s. v.). 
According to Noldeke (ZDMG, XL, p. 729, footnote), the verb is taken 
by some of the native lexicographers to mean 'tremble,' while others 
assign to it the meaning 'conjecture.' The latter recalls the rendering 
of Anon., e^ei'/cacrev. 

5. The author of our version was certainly a Jew. 

Whereas all the other versions render ?in^1I37J , vs. 13, by ^(pLcrTovi, 
■Xpia-Tov, )(pi<7T<o, our version alone is careful to avoid the term because of 
its Christian associations, putting in its place the safer iK\f.KTov; (so 62, 
86a, 147). How far a christianizing exegesis could go is shown by the 
rendering of S', Bia 'I-qa-ovv rov Xpia-rov (rov. Aquila, who elsewhere re- 
places the Septuagintal p^io-Tos by ^Xa/^/io/os (Ps. 2:2; Dan. 9:26), seems 
to have foregone caution in the present passage, to the delectation of 
Jerome (" ludaeus Aquila interpretatus est ut Christianus "). 

6. Our version shows two doublets which it shares, however, 
with the majority of (3 manuscripts. 

Vs. 2, yniri D''3a5 3"'p!Il ?§) «" ■'■<i> eyyt?"!' to. er-q {iin-)yv<i}cr6rj(TTj (^68, 
130, 311)- £V TW Traptivai rov Kaipov avaStixSwV ( ^ ^39) = ynilFl D''D'1U S'IpS j 
ibid., liSTn DH"! Tji"lS ?§) iv t<o rapax&^vai (var. Tapda-a-ea-dai) Tr]V i/'^XV" 
/JMV iv opyg (e. o.> Cbmpl.) eXcous iivrjaOrjurj = "liSTln Ti"l TDi^lIl and TJ"lS 

"lisin Dm- 

Especially characteristic of our version is the introduction 
from a parallel clause of a verb wanting in |^; a Greek synonym 
is naturally chosen. 

Thus in vs. 2 (also in ffir), Kat c^otttjv is resumptive of koI tvXalSridriv, 
while yvuia-Orja-rj is supplied from the following iTrtyvuia-drjcrrj or di/a8ax^'?<^27- 
Similarly in vs. 4, i-irea-Ti^piKTcu resumes vwd.px'^i- airw; vs. 6, aXXoioidrja-ovTai, 
corresponds to TaTritviodi^crovTai; vs. 9, aaa-cn, to SttcriceSacras; vs. 11, eir- 
(<rXfv, perhaps to ia-rdOr). 

7. Our version indulges in free renderings or paraphrase of 
an interpretative character, often suggesting religious scruples in 
the manner of the Targnms. 

Vs. 7, 01 KaTOLKOVVTK Tois SipptK MaSia/* OVer against ffi irTorjOrja-ovTai Koi 

(k.>42) (ai) a-Ktival y^s Ma8ia/t. The purpose is apparently to avoid the 
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personification of inanimate objects. For Targumic examples see Cor- 
nill, loc. cit., p. 123. 

Vs. 8, apimra for IS nrTrovs covers up a mythological element. 

Vs. 10, iv T<S dvTo<t>daXfi.€lv (re, «& oif/ovTai <ri. The momitains, as inani- 
mate, are not to be endowed with sight. 

Vs. 13, dve<^dvi;s, IS'AE'S' i^Xde^, 20 egressus es. A well-known Tar- 
gumic device; cf. here Xri^bjri''X • 

Ibid., KaraSva-ovTai, free for "l!(^^2"^3' • 

Vs. 14, /itra Svvdfiew^ aou = !n''t022l/TtD'QlS > paraphrastic. 

Vs. 16, TO. a-irXayxva fiLov, more decorous than ffi ij koiXm /wv = ''5t3S (the 
same purpose is subserved by KapSta J^"-"' ''■^ al.). Similarly, ibid., Kar' 
ifULVTov fTapa.)(6r) for ffi /cat moKixTwOey p.ov iTapd)(6r] r) e^ts (var. itr^vs) /J-ov — 
T31S Tirim • On aesthetic euphemism in the ancient versions see 
Frankel, Vorstudien, §31; Geiger, Urschrift, pp. 385 ff. 

Free is the rendering in vs. 17, 17 iXam iiirriXos ('evanescent, extinct,' 
a hapax legomenon in OT Greek) io-raL, ffi xl/tva-erai tpyov eXauxs =113)13 

IT'TTnfl?"^ ; and vs. 19, do-^oXew, an interpretative paraphrase for ffi 

.. _. ,_ 

ojcret tXdi^ov (var. is iX.d.<l><av) = HI J^'KS • 

T - IT 

Vs. 19, I8ft)/c€ ftoi Icrxyv is less anthropomorphic than (& Swayuis (var. 
icrxvs) /Aov = ""bTl ■ 

An interpretative addition seems to be also tw Ix^pmv /xov vs. 19 (cf. 
Toiis ixOpo-ik Procop.), just as tovs Tpaxi?A.ovs paraphrases <& to. vij/rj\a.= 

IT 

8. Our version also strives after idiomatic Greek constructions, 
while (3 affects a hebraizing literalness. 

Thus we find subordination (participial or infinitive construction) in 
the place of Hebrew co-ordination: vs. 6, o-ras Stc/neVpijo-ev, Karavoijcras 
i^iLKaaev for ?o"T7j koI icraXevdr), iiri^Xopev (var. KaTcv6-q<r£v) Koi (St)eTdKij; VS. 
10, kv TiS avTO(j>da\fj,€[v <Ti Tapa)(d-q(TOVTai, ffi oij/ovTac <r£ koi i)&ivij(Tov(TLV (var. 
etSdi' ere Koi (rvvaXyovcnv). 

9. The exegetical position of our version, whether in matters 
of punctuation, accentuation, rendering of words, or interpreta- 
tion in general, is on the whole modern, if we may take the 
exegesis of the Vulgate as a standard of modernity. But, as a 
matter of fact, it becomes evident upon examination that in the 
development of scriptural exegesis a fixed chronology is impos- 
sible. Sometimes we find a rendering which is by no means 
obvious, running counter to what we are wont to designate as the 
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traditional interpretation, in supposedly late versions, the Targum 
for instance ; and vice versa. Apparently there must have existed 
for a long period marked fluctuation in the conception of scrip- 
tural words or contexts, corresponding to the unsettled state of 
the consonantal text itself. Deviations from the received punc- 
tuation and accentuation may be met with even in Aquila. 

Examples: (a) Punctuation. i£ and is ; vs. 4, Qyjl f§ = Anon. 
(tKct €7r£<7T7;ptKToi; I take the verb as an amplification by the translator, 
see above, § 6; it is possible, however, that we have here a doublet, that 
is, tTTco-TijpiKTat = Difll , passivum pro activo) © (et ibi): Qifll ffi (koI Witq) 
'AS {et posuit). ^ ' ^ ' 

Vocalization. Vs. 2, S^pS primo 3§ = Anon, ffi© (iv ixiam) 2 («vtos): 
nip3 'A {iv Tw iyyi^eiv); Ulpls secundo: ihpm Anon, ffi {iv t<S iyyi^uv, 
iv T<S vapitvai). 

Ibid., D^JTIJ l§ = 'A {to. €T7]) 5 (tw iviavrZv) © {irSiv): D''3T2J Anon, ffi 
(8vo). 

Vs. 5, "i^'l 3§ = 'A {Koi/xoi) 2 {Odvaro's) E' {mors) Anon. {irrSxns, else- 
where =n33, nS37J; cf. also ZTiH Sir. 50:4): "i^'n «5 (Xoyos) © {sermo). 

Vs. 6, "iris'i |§ = fflf (xai (8i)£TaK7;, passivum pro activo, cf . V et dia- 
solvit'): "iri"! Anon. {koI i^ciKaatv'). 

1 The meaning was derived from ^l^inri 'unfasten, loosen,' \vtiv (Pg. 104 (105): 20; 145 
(146) :7), StaAveti' (Isa. 58:6), solvere (ibid.), AtaXveti' is need to render DIDD (Jndg. 15:14), 
which in a number of instances is rendered by T^«€ff0ai and its compounds; in other words, 
{Sia) \vea-6aL and r^xeo-flai are synonyms. "T^rin, in the mind of the translator, could be 
used in the sense of 'breaking up, liquefying,' quite as well as its Aramaic equivalent 
Xn©) which means 'loosen' (Dan. 3:25; in a figurative sense, ibid., 5: 6), but also 'dissolve ' 

(cf. .^?iwA.] liquefactus est in a quotation from Ephrem Syrus, Brockelmann, p. 397b). 
n^lD * soften, dissolve,' e. g., Pesahim 44&, whence the biblical H^ITfilp Num. 6:3 is, of 
course, a different root; see Brown-Driver-Briggs, Lexicon^ p. 1056a, and references. Ac- 
cording to Ibn Ganah (s. v. *iriD)» it is quite possible that "T^nn derives its meaning of 
'unfastening' from "ItlS ^spring up;' but see Brown-Driver-Bripgs, p. 684a, With <&V 
goes Ibn Ezra who paraphrases 0103 . It is probable that ZT 'J1D'^b*^ibn ' he confounded 
them ' presupposes the same etymology. It is also to be noted that ■in"'1''Job 37 : 1 is 
reudered Koi ik-oBr^ 'A. 

2EUd^etk 'liken, compare, infer from comparison, conjecture, guess,' is found for 
rTE"! 'think oV Ps. 47 (48): 10 2, n^t? 'calculate, reckon' Prov. 23:7 2 (etKofw*- = 
^yiD/nirt)), cf. Mishnic ^IIT© 'estimate,' 9ullin 7:4, hence eUaafj^oi for D'^^iy© Gen. 
26:12 'A; Wisd. 8:8 elKa^ei AX^ = |-0,-O ^ aestimat IT, 9:16 eiKafo/iei' = ^Jjj^j^ SS aesii- 
mamus F, 19:18 etKao-ai = ]^a^5 <S aestimari V. The passive ciKat^eo-flat corresponds to 
^pn2 Jer. 26 (46): 23. Iiri ' spy out, explore ' Num. 13: 2 is a synonym of biT], ibid., 21:32, 
and therefore of "Ipn ; cf. Judg. 18:2. Our translator found in Ifl^l the ezact counter- 
part to Tl^'^l Sie fj.iT prior ev : "He stood, and measured the earth; he beheld, and explored 
the nations."' See below. Of course, the form ^n^l ™ay have been taken as an equivalent 
of ■itl'^l, that is, in the language of our grammars, as a form after yy analogy (see 
KOnig, Lehrgebdude, 1, 171), 
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Vs. 7, mnn l§ ^ffi'A® (avn) 2 (Sia).- nnP Anon. (o-eto-^T^o-CTai; cf. Job 
4:14 Biaa-ekiv (var. (rvcr-) = TTlSn ; tlH, i^'^^ and iriS are synonyms; 
cf . Deut. 1 : 21 ; Ps. 27 : 1. 2 airoi; eviKa = ib , 'cf . Isa. 59: 20 htKcv Saw = 



(&) Accentuation. Vs. 4, ib il^^'J Q''3^p l§ = Anon. (Kepara Ik x«pos 
avTOV {nrdp\u airal): ^b IT'^Q D^D"lp ® (xtpaTa ev ;(£po-iv avTov; that is, ffi 
connects ib with yT02 and sees in the former an amplification of the 

T • 

pronominal sufBx in the noun; cf. Fried. Delitzsch, Hiob, p. 151). 

Vs. 11, !lSbn"' TSn "lixb l§ = Anon. {Kara to <fi4yy<K tS>v ySoXtSw 

(70V iropiva-ovTat,): ^iDbH^ tI"'*!)! "lilf^b ® («s <^«'S /SoXtSes crov TropeucrovTai). 
(c) Meaning of words. Vs. 5, ^123") Anon, toi /ticyto-Ta tSv ireTTji/oiv 
(var. TTCTeti/wv) = 'A (iTTTjvcov) 2©E' (opvfov). The word is given the mean- 
ing 'bird,' 'birds,' (opvas, irTrjvdv, TrcTava, 01W09; "liy i iHiSiy > )-sai> , It-^ , 
]Z\j»-pS ; avis, awes), specifically a bird of prey, 'vulture,' 'eagle' (yvij/, 

dcTos; «J>« —j'.^sJ JLoLs^ (J?^ u' *^ -tt^^t jUs |»->~I ) ffi Deut. 

32:24; Job 5:7; 'A Deut., Job, Ps. 77 (78):48; 2 Job, Ps. 75 (76):4; 77 
(78): 48; ^OJ Deut.; & Deut., Job; 'S Deut., Job; Exod. rabba, chap. 12; 
Rashi on the two Ps. passages; Ibn Ganah. See Gesen. Thesaurus for 
an etymology based on Arabic, which, however, is rejected as uncertain. 
Perhaps the signification is a purely conjectural one derived from the 
passage in Job. ffiAQ. 26. 233 |^ n-eStAots (ireSttXots), seems to have taken 
BT2J"1 in the sense of 'shackles,' cf. ou*(> 'walk like a shackled man,' 

i_iwjl 'drive (a beast) in hobbles' (Hava). The variants (ets ireSux, ets 
TreSiav, as TraiStiav) are apparently corruptions in Greek. 

Vs. 6, ^^!!^■''^ Anon. Su/ueVpijo-ev = ou«.ki*o S et mensus est "S, which is 
the obvious sense, ffi koX iaaKtvO-q, passivum pro activo, = ^ y^TKi > 
assumes, perhaps correctly, a root "1^73 || 'IJIJ , just as t3^7J corresponds 
to t2^3 (Ps. 99:1; also 72 (73): 2, where ffi etraXev'eTjo-av = ^UD/^iUD)- It is 

, . T 

unnecessary to read t3p53'^i (Guthe) or jj53"'i (Wellhausen). 

Ibid., illTlIJ kwxa. TaTrtiv<i>9ri(TovTai = ^fjs^A^ & incurvati su7it "E , again 
the obvious meaning, ffi haK-qaav from nriTB (or nilT , JT'Tfl) 'melt 
away,' Arab. --^ ; Ethiop. t\>(h : , Syriac Ul^ and v_m^ (Noldeke, 
ZDMG, XXX, p. 186, footnote); cf. Ps. 41 (42): 7 nninffin KaTaTiJKtna 
2, 12, ■'nniFlTE'ri KaTaT^V^ 2; Sir. 48:10 eKXve5<nv = in'Tr'^/ni23^ (so cor- 
rectly Peters). 

Vs. 16, ^'^Ij,'' Anon. TroXefiovv takes the verb as denominative from 
1^13 (see Brown-Driver-Briggs, s. v. ^i5). Perhaps we should point 
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^i'^y in order to explain Anon, (but see Kimhi); U accinctum, of 
course, presupposes the same etymology. 

(d) Interpretation in general. The Hebrew tenses being ambiguous 
(the imperfects may be taken aoristically, and the perfects prophetically; 
see Nowack's commentary), it would be of interest to know how they 
were understood by the ancient versions. From the paraphrastic ex- 
plicitness of ® it is clear that it interprets vss. 3-15 as a historical retro- 
spect, while the framework is taken in an eschatological sense, exactly 
in the manner of our own Authorized Version. With the exception of 
!lb''n^, vs. 10, the imperfects are taken in a future sense by F. The 

• T 

rendering in S fluctuates between future, past, and present. Anon, has 
the futvure, except for 33~ir\ vs. 8, "liyri vs. 9, ypun (aorist and future) 
ibid., Siis"' and T3"i5< vs. 16, which are rendered aoristically, and ^3j"l'T' 
vs. 18, for which the present (var. the perfect) is used, ffi in the main 
agrees with Anon.; but note the future for D3"iri, ypnn ; future with 
aoristic variant for "liyri ; present vsith future variant for "'jSIT' ■ 
Marti's interpretation of our psalm as a description of the coming 
manifestation of the Lord in language reminiscent in part of the tra- 
ditional theophanies is borne out by the majority of the ancient ver- 
sions; in vs. 3 the future is attested by 'A2®E', in addition to the versions 
mentioned. 

Vs. 9, ■J1X"3'p3n niinp Compl. 6 Trora/ios <TXLi,iTai Trj yrj, passivum 

pro activo, taking VIS as subject, miSlD as object, and ypSfl as 3 pers. 
fern.; "B fluvios scindes terrae = 'A n-ora/ioiis <r)(f(Tu<; y^s takes ypStl as 
2 pers. masc. and connects ri1"in3 and y"iS in a status constructus 
relation; ffi Trora/tolv (var. irorafiM, TTOTa/aoTs) payrjO-eTOLi. {■})) yfi, passivum pro 

activo, similarly takes 3?p2r\ as 2 pers. masc. and connects the two 
nouns in a status constructus relation of an inverse order; the same 
interpretation seems to underlie S (^Zj^ZZ IZo^oiia l^'lo)- Anon, iro- 
To/xovs Sieo-Kc'Sao-os koX yrjv a-aa-a^ also takes ypSfl as 2 pers. masc. and 
the two nouns as co-ordinate objects, the verb being rendered doubly 
(see above, § 6). Ibn Ezra and Kimhi also take the verb as 2 pers. 
masc. with yiS as the first and tWilD as the second (predicative) 
object. 

Vs. 10, D^nn Anon, opr) adheres to the simple sense (peshat); ffi 
Xaotis haggadic, cf. Mio. 6:2 Xaoi (fiowoi AQ*, al. : opr) Q^e), cf. ffi (accord- 
ing to Kimhi) xnn2S< and Kos hasanah 11a - Exodus rabba, chap. 15 
and 28, ninS Xb5< D"'nn "fit- 

10. The Hebrew text underlying Anon, shares a number of 
variations with (©, but has also some of its own. 
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(a) Vs. 1, riiS'^jTlJ by ?S «^ segionoth Jerome = 'A2E' {l-irl dyvor//wi- 
Tw) © (uTTcp rSv a.Kov(Tua.(7ix.!ov, see Field) TB {pro ignorantiis) E dsniblSS): 
nij-jn by ? Anon. (& {iJ.iT' <«S^s'). 

Vs. 2, "'tlXT' I^S (iJiJ.?o) a: (n'^b^mi) ^ (e* iimwi) Anon, ffi {koI 

"T 

£v\a/8r;^7;v,var. «<^o;S7;^r;v, correction after !§?): TiS"l Anon, ffi (KaTevojjcra*). 

Ibid., ^tl^'^n 1§ 'A (^u)(i«rov aurd) ® {^uxucrov avTov) 2 (dva^wtocroi/ avTOT) 
U {vivifica illud) ffi (j^"'Ti ll^lb ri3n"'l): D"''')! Anon, ffi {t,4<^v) & (i-i^?). 

Jfeid., y-'-lin WE {notum fades) © (Syiinb ITy IHS): ynW 
Anon, ffi {i-myvdya-d-qar], a.vaBu)(Orj<jr]) S (''!>f^ZZ). 

76«., Dm ?§ Anon, ffi secundo (cXcovs) S (.,>SnM-j) a: (r^jm^) ^ 
{miser icordiae): "'H"! Anon, ffi primo (t^v i/'vx^'' M"^)- 

Vs. 8, rnn ?§S (V^'): ninri Anon, ffi {6pyi<j0rji var. i>pyiu6r)s) ^ 

(■j^jnp 'I'j fj-i mn) 5J (im^Ms'es). 

Vs. 15, n^T^ ?§S (^'?): nSlin Anon. <& (di/eySi/Sao-as, tTreySt^Sao-as; 
T : ~ T * T : ~ : • 

var. cffi/3i/3as, VTrepj^yayts*). 

.ffttd., "I7jri ?^S (Ulso) % {'^^yi) TS {in luto)-. ^"153)1 Anon, ffi (cTa- 

: IT 

pdxOt),^ with 0^52 as subject; (crvv)Topa(r(TovTas, with D'^p as object). 

Vs. 16, ap"^ 1^^ {putredo): lyi ? Anon, ffi (rpd/tos) & (]^^') a; 
(Sy'T). 

Note the following instances where Anon, goes with f§, while ffi varies: 

Vs. 9, liyri S? Anon, {iityipdrj) & (jj^ZZ) U {suscitam, activum pro 
passivo): "l"lS'ri'? ffi (ei/cVetvas, var. cvTeveis). 

Vs. 10, "133? D''7J Q^T S Anon, (ev t<5 tov i^aicriov (rov op-jSpov SitkOtiv 

T T ' " VV 

81' air^s) S (irf^ U^? li^a^i]©) St (iny S"'ti"'7J "'333') ^ {gurges aquarum 

transiit) 'A2®E' {ivTwaypara iSdrwy TraprjXdcv): "I3y73 ^12 "it ® {(TKOpiTL- 
^o)v^ (var. StaCTTrcpeis ') vSara Tropa'as (avToB). 

Vs. 12, lysn |§ Anon, {iycpe-qa-y) ffiS^S (av;itTOTijo-«s): "lySF) ffi (oXi- 
y<o(7£is, var. eXuTTiucrets). 

3C£. Ps. 9:16 'ji'ian Hebr. tyyaaw ffi'AoiS^; 91 (92): 3 fOSTT, "by <5 >»"• aJS^i. Hence 
the retroversion tn^5'^^2 (Graetz, al.) is superficial. Possibly no variant need be assumed 
at all; cf. Ps. 7:1: "jiiatB ffi >/-oX)xd!. 

< Karavoflv = HK"! Gen. 42 : 9 and elsewhere. In keeping with the parallelism, we should 
probably read r\W'Q for ^yotO ■ 

^P^ID^ (Graetz) ie a superficial retroversion. 

6 Cf . Tapoo-creii- = -|^n Ps- -tS (46) : 3 ; TaTan Lam. 1 : 20 ; 2 : 11. 

' For n'^iy ffi probably read T1J7 ; so Wellhausen, alii. 

8 (ntopTTi'^eir = p|"lT Mai. 2:3; Ezek. 5:12; 6io<rrreipen' = ^^T Jer. 15:7. ^ropetieo-flai = "\3y 
Num. 20: 19 and elsewhere. 



Max L. Maegolis 141 

Vs. 13, Tio'^ Vi'T^y 1^ Anon, (ews afiwrtrov t^s 6a.\a(Tar]<:, free): I^i-iy 

niO''? E"F (denudasti fundamentum): Tio'' J^^IJ (ornasti funda- 

mentum): "itlDK ri"l"l'S <!5 (e'^^yet/Mis Sttr/iovs).' 

Vs. 16, Sisny |g Anon. (iroA.e/u.ovi', see above, §9): ■'pj^ «R (TrapoiKeia^ 
iwv). 

Vs. 17, nbi!aa ?§ Anon. (« /*av8pas) S, (H}^ ^) F (de ovili): 

(b) Vs. 4, ■ji"'n)l ?§'A (absconsionem) 2 (absconditam) ® (absconsio) 

"B (abscondita esif ^ (Kn52t:a rilirn)' © (dydiTrjjo-tv"'): -ji^niS"? Anon. 

(ij 8wa/its). 

Vs. 6, iy |§S ( >n\MSn ,) ® (ria'TpbMn) 5? {saecuUy. tIJ? ffi (/3t'a), 
> Anon. • 

Vs. T,]')}A ?§«& (kottcov) 'A (dvco^cXoCs) 2 (dStKtav) (dStMas) S (^o)) 
^ (iXrWth) TS (iniquitate): yiij Anon, (ij olKovixevr)). 

Vs. 9, niyn^i: ll? (mmmew«a) Sr (-j7j''-'p b"'nn)>ffi: nyiSirin Anon, 
(c;(opTO(7as) S (.nSornlo). 

•?*id., "laX f§S (-^i^sUns) a; (1-|53''"0) 3? (quae locutus es) ffi (Xeya, 
var. £lTrev,+ Kvpios): "152123 '^ ? Anon, (t^s </>aperpas aiTov). 

Vs. 10, Din ?^ffi (r^) (ixpos) s> (].:^o5o) c (saii52) 's (aituudoy. (bip) 

D"l" Anon, (/xei^ov). 

^ Vs. 13, yisn n^aa f^S (lli^? oiiL,^ ^) % (■J'-nTQ^) I^ (de doTOO 
impii): ril^ yTI3"l © (di/o/iwi; (var. axrefiHv) Odvarov): yU3"l Tl^a Anon. 

V T T T - V •• ; 

(avOpunrtav vwipi]<f>d.v<ov). 

Vs. 14, piapD ?§ffi (SteKoi/'as, var. 8t€/xepi(ras) s (zzs-yi) 51; (Nnyjn) B' 

(maledixisti^^): POpD Anon. (c^eSixijo-as). 

/&«., rt3133 ?§S (-oio-j^cLMr:) € (mrai n^^t:ira) ^ (sceptris 
eiws): S''^!2!^ Anon, (/xeto 8wdp,£«>s crov). 

26id., iT^e f§(!5 (Sumo-Toiv, var. SumTai/) & (^ai ni? . \ *.?) « (^l^'^jl) 

T T ; 

TS {pellatorum eius):^^ I^^B^^ Anon. (Tajv d/xapTojXojv). 

T • TT 

9 From nan = Sin . '<* From nnn = ann . 

TTTT TT-T 

11 Cf. SuvaMw = 152 Isa. 28:1 Al.: cf. i<33i Num. 4:23 Al. and elsewhere. Possibly r^jt 
Uii,, avroi = piaS (13s is a synonym of rnSSH cf. Isa. 28 : 1 : imSBIn ^2'2 ; Sof« = 
mSBri ibid. Al.) ; the inversion as Isa. 62 : 8 «aTi t^i Jo^t)? (var. io-xiio?) to5 Ppuxioi'O! avToi; = 
iW yilTD'l. For the interchange of n and 5J (Old Hebrew script) see the examples 
adcluced by me in ZAW, XXV, 321. 

12 Cf. 4>aptrpa = "^latOIQ Jer. 28 (51) : 12. " Cf . Deut. 27 : 14. 

l*Cf. Lev. 24:16. i5Cf. Judg. 5:7 (SB. "Cf. Ezek. 18: lO'A. 
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Ibid., iinyp"' 3§® (o-Eto-^j/o-oi/Tat, var. o-aXeveT^o-oyrai) ® (rbiyb? rn"a ?) 
F (venientibus ut turbo): ^nytS"'" Anon, (oi TreTrot^ores) S (al^sZZ]?). 

/bid., ■'DS"'3nb WS {ad dispergenduni me): ^'2,^'' nb © («v avrg (Si)av- 
oiiovari): ]>Anon. 5. 

J6id., iaip ?§ffi (ws) 2 (wo-Tc) 5J (siciti eius): > Anon. S. 

Vs. 16, ■'PS'^TIJ ^& (ivi:^) ® (n"'3'7JT23) "S (audivi): TIIMTC ffi 

{i<f>v\a4a Compl., -idfirjv cet): Tl^Tfl Anon, {iraiafiriv). 

Ibid., n^jN l^ffi (dva(var. Kara)Tav(7-o|tiai) F (requiescam): n^SP ? 

- ^ — . - 

Anon. (^vXa^ets). 

11. Unsolved problems of identification: 

Vs. 8, o ■n-poifir)'; — V, VS. 11, <^Ss to Xa/A7rov = ?; ibid., to Se ^eyyos = ?; 
VS. 19, Taxuras KaTcn-ova-oTO = ? ; ffi VS. 13, ^SaXcis (var. £/8aA£s)=?; VS. 14, 
^aXiVovs (var. ijvias) = ?. 

11 Cf. ?o^»«ia = nnyOa/nnOlip Isa., chaps, so, 32, and fiorie^iv = "lyo Ps. 118 (119) : 117, 
nyO II Esdr. 5 : 2. ibbi is thus a synonym of -1773 . -1X303 , 1?1P5 • 
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NOTES ON THE NAME nin"' 
George F. Moore 

I. The Pbonunciation Jehovah 
In modern books of reference the origin of the hybrid Jehovah 
is usually attributed to Petrus Galatinus, a Franciscan friar, con- 
fessor of Pope Leo X, in his De arcanis catholicae veritatis, pub- 
lished in 1518. Thus, in the new Hebrew and English Lexicon 
(p. 218), Professor Briggs writes: "The pronunciation Jehovah 
was unknown until 1520, when it was introduced by Galatinus.'" 
The writers who in the seventeenth century combated the pro- 
nunciation Jehovah make similar assertions, though not all with 
equal positiveness. Drusius, in the preface of his Tetragrammaton 
(1604),^ calls Galatinus "pater vulgatae lectionis;" and, again 
(p. 67), declares "primus in hunc errorem nos induxit Galatinus;" 
but, when he comes to discuss more particularly Galatinus' words 
(p. 90) , expresses himself more cautiously : " Fieri potest ut errem, 
tamen inclino ut credam, parentem lectionis Jehova Petrum Gala- 
tinum esse. Nam, ante qui sic legerit, neminem novi."" Sixti- 
nus Amama [De nomine tetragrammato, 1628), a pious pupil of 
Drusius, says [Decas, p. 205) : "NuUus certe, vocem earn cuiquam 
ante P. Galatinum usurpatam, adhuc ostendit." He rightly attri- 
butes the occurrence of Jehova in certain printed editions of 
Jerome,* Paul of Burgos, and Dionysius Carthusianus, to the edi- 
tors. Cappellus [Oratio de SS. Dei nomine tetragrammato, 1624)° 

1 Similarly, and with the same error in the date, A. B. Davidson, in Hastings' Dictionary 
of the Bible, II (1899), p. 199; and E. Kautzsch, ibid.. Extra Volume, p. 623 (with the correct 
date). 

2 Reprinted, with other discussions, on both sides of the question, by Belaud, Decas 
exercitationum philologicarum. de vera pronuntiatione nominia Jehova, 1707. For conven- 
ience of reference I cite these dissertations, some of which in their separate form are rare, 
byHeland's pages. 

3 In a note on this passage Beland pointed out that Jehova was used by Porchetus de 
Salvaticis, who wrote in 1.303. See below, p. 147. 

* Breviarium in Psalterium, on Ps. 8, Plantin edition. 

5 The Orotic was first printed at the end of Cappellus' Arcanum punctationis {16U) , pp. 
31^-332 ; then in the revised edition of the Arcanum (1643) ; finally, as an appendix to his 
Critica Sacra (Paris, 1650), pp. 690-712, with a Defennio, chiefly against the reply of Gataker 
(ibid., pp. 713-739). In this ultimate form it is reprinted by Reland. 

145 
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is less guarded; he speaks of "Galatinus, quem primum dicunt 
in orbem terrarum vocem istam Jehova invexisse" (Decas, p. 270) ; 
and roundly affirms, "Nemo ante Galatinum legit vel Jova, vel 
Jehova'' {ibid. p. 291). 

The scholars who defended the pronunciation Jehovah — Fuller 
(1612), Gataker (164-5), and Leusden (1657)'— were apparently 
unable to discover any instances of the earlier occurrence of Jeho- 
vah other than those cited and accounted for by Drusius and 
Amama. 

In 1651, however, Joseph Voisin, the learned editor of the 
Pugio Fidei of Raymundus Martini, produced conclusive proof 
that Jehovah had been used long before Galatinus. In the Index 
capitum libri Galatini, a catalogue of Galatinus' plagiarisms 
appended to his edition of the Pugio, in a note on De Arcanis, 
1. ii. c. 10, Voisin showed that Jehova ( Yehova, Yohova) occurred 
in three of the four manuscripts of the Pugio which he had col- 
lated. Thus in Part III, Dist. 2, chap, iii, §4 (fol. 448),' in 
Raymundus' translation of a quotation from Bereshith Rabbah on 
Gen. 2:19 f. (of. our Bereshith Rabbah, 17, 4), where, in a tradi- 
tion of R. Aha, God asks Adam, "And what is my name?" Adam 
answers: " mil^ Jehova, sive Adonay, quia Dominus es omnium."* 
In Part III, Dist. 3, chap, ii, §11 (fol. 515). Raymundus writes: 
" Cum gloriosus nomen de cunctis Dei nominibus, scilicet nilTT' , 
quod pro sui dignitate nullus praesumat Judaeus suis quatuor 
Uteris nominare, sed dicunt loco ejus ^3nX, ut supra dictum est: 
si istud, inquam, tam gloriosum nomen," etc.' Here Cod. Majori- 
canus and Cod. Barcinonensis read: "Cum gloriosus nomen de 
cunctis Dei nominibus, videlicet Yehova, vel Yod, He, Vau, He: 
vel nomen quatuor literarum." Voisin accordingly castigates 
Cappellus for asserting that the name Jehova was unknown before 
the sixteenth century, and was introduced by Galatinus:^" inas- 

6 All reprinted in Reland, Decas^ etc. 

7 The pagination of Voisin's edition is noted on the margin of J. B. Carpzov*s reprint, 
Leipzig and Frankfurt, 1687. 

8 In this place only Voisin has admitted Jehova into his text, on the authority of Codex 
Fuxensis, which was the basis of his edition; Codex Majoricanus here reads, " Yohova^ id 
est Dominus." The Hebrew has only bsb "JinSi nnSlB mfT' • 

5* So Voisin, with Cod. Fuxensis. 

10 Critica Sacra (1650), p. 691 ; Decos, pp. 269, 270, 291 ; see above, p. 145. 
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much as Scaliger had proved" that the De Arcanis of Gala- 
tinus was taken bodily from the Pugio, Capellus ought to have 
examined the latter, one manuscript of which was readily acces- 
sible to him in the Plessy-Mornay library in Saumur ; he would 
have learned that Jehova is found in a work written about 
1278. 

A cooler scrutiny of the testimony adduced by Voisin will 
doubtless convince the modern critic that the occurrence of the 
name Jehova in manuscripts of the Pugio is not to be attributed 
to the author himself, but to subsequent copyists. The purely 
casual appearance of the name in the two passages cited, and the 
variations of the codices, are conclusive.'^ But, though in error 
in thinking that Raymundus himself used Jehova, Voisin proved 
that it was found in copies of the Pugio as far back as the four- 
teenth century." 

A generation after Raymundus Martini, Victor Porchetus de 
Salvaticis wrote his Victoria contra Judaeos (1303)," taken 
largely, as he expressly says, from the Pugio. In this work the 
tetragrammaton is regularly represented by Jod, He, Vau, He; but 
once or twice Jehova appears, and once Johovha [ ? sic] .'^ This 
variation might suggest the surmise that the manuscript of the 
Pugio used by Porchetus was related to the Oodex Majoricanus, 
in which both Jehova and Johova occur; without an examina- 
tion of the Victoria it is, however, impossible to determine this 
point, or even to be sure whether Porchetus himself wrote Jehova. 
But even if, in this case also, the introduction of the name be the 
work of copyists, the fact remains that it was in use before 
Galatinus. 

Voisin, in his polemic against Cappellus, assumes that Galati- 
nus got the name Jehova, with the rest of his learning, from the 
Pugio Fidei. It is, of course, entirely possible that Jehova was 

11 In a letter to Casaubon in 1603 ; see Scaliger, Epiatolae, etc., Ep. 84, of. 90, 

12 In the fourth of the manuscripts collated by Voisin (D), from the Monastery of St, 
Dominic in Toulouse, it is to be inferred from Voisin's silence that the name did not occur 
at all. 

13 Cod. Majoricanus was written in 1381; the age of the other manuscripts used by 
Voisin is not given. 

1* Printed by Justiniani, Paris, 1520. I have not sncceded in finding a copy of this book, 
15 Beland, Decat, 90, n. b. 
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found somewhere in the manuscript of the Pugio which Galatinus 
used;" but it is to be observed that there is no indication of such 
dependence; and, on the other hand, that the only connection in 
which Jehova occurs in the De Arcanis is in a formal discussion 
of the question how the Tetragrammaton should be pronounced, a 
question not raised in the Pugio at all. Moreover, as we shall see, 
Galatinus' own words make it perfectly clear that the pronuncia- 
tion Jehova was current in his time. 

The De Arcanis," although it passed through at least five edi- 
tions in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries,^* seems to be little 
known to modern scholars. The quotations from it in recent 
books are apparently derived — at several removes, with natural 
increment of errors — from Drusius; and detached from their con- 
nection, and garbled (as they frequently are), give an erroneous 
notion of the author's position. Under these circumstances it will 
not, I trust, be thought superfluous to quote the contest some- 
what fully. 

The work was written, with the encouragement of the Emperor 
Maximilian and of Pope Leo X, to sustain the cause of Reuchlin 
in his famous controversy with the Dominicans concerning the 
books of the Jews, by showing that the distinctive doctrines of 
Christianity can be proved from the talmudic and cabalistic 
literature. It is in the form of a dialogue, the speakers being 
Capnio (Reuchlin), Hogostratus (Hoogstraaten, the Prior of the 
Dominicans in Cologne, Reuchlin's most bitter antagonist), and 
Galatinus. Galatinus is the principal speaker ; Reuchlin plays the 
r5le of interrogator, and Hoogstraaten is an occasional objector. 
Almost everything in the book of any significance is taken from 
the Pugio Fidei, which Galatinus has not the grace even to name ; 
what Galatinus adds from other sources is drawn chiefly from 
cabalistic writings, among which one entitled K"'T"I "'b-l has a 
prominent place. 

16 Perhaps a Codex Neapolitanus noted by Possevinus ; see Carpzov, Introductio, etc., 
p. 90. 

HThe full title is: Opv^ toti christianae Reipublicae maxime utile^ de arcanis catholic 
cae veritatis^ contra obstinatissimam ludeorum nostri temporis perfidiam : ex Talmud^ aliis- 
que hebraicis libris nuper excerptum; et quadruplici linguarum genere eleganter congestum, 

18 The Catalogue of the British Museum enumerates editions of 1518, 1550, 1561, 1603, 1672. 
I quote the editio princeps. 
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It has been asserted, for example, by Maussacus, that Galatinus was 
by birth a Jew; perhaps on the same ground on which Justiniani 
suspected that Raymundus Martini was a Jew — he knew too much 
Hebrew to be a Christian. I have been unable to find any evidence 
pointing in that direction. That he had Jewish assistants may be 
regarded as certain. The conjecture, however, that Elias Levita served 
him in this capacity has no basis beyond the known relations of Elias to 
Cardinal Egidio and other Christian students of the Cabala. The pre- 
sumption is that the two Jews who adorn the back of the title-page with 
an acrostic and a rhymed poem in Hebrew in praise of Galatinus, and his 
book demolishing Hogostratus, were his helpers. One of these is named 
in the Latin title to his epigram " Moses Aharon Hebraeus " (the acrostic 
itself bears TWC DliJ'^j)) the other is " Ishac Hyspanus Hebraeus medi- 
cus physicus." 

Book II, chaps, ix-xvii, discuss the names of God; in chap, x, 
on the Tetragrammaton, after Galatinus has given extended 
extracts from the Gale razaia and from Maimonides on Shem 
Hamephorash, Reuchlin asks:" 

Die obsecro, hoc nomen quatuor literarum, ut scriptum est, sine ut 
Hterae ipsae sonant, quomodo proferatur? 

Galatinus. — Qnidam ex nostris aiunt hoc nomen in nostris literis 
sonare loua, a quo dicunt forte apud antiquos nomen louis irrepsisse. 
Sed maxime prof ecto errant, huiusmodi gentilitatis blasfemiam tam sancto 
nomini inferentes. Non enim hae quatuor literae, {lit!"' > si ut punctatae 
sunt legantur, lova reddunt, sed (ut ipse optime nosti) lehoua eiEciunt. 
Quamuis ludaei illud pronunciare ut scriptum est non audeant, sed loco 
eius ^31X Adonai, quod idem est quod Dominus, proferant. Qui autem 
in nostris literis loua sonare contendunt, id ex eo potissimum probare 
conantur, quod Hebraeorum grammatici dicunt, cum sceua aliqua litera- 
rum gucturis sequitur, plerunque et sceua ipsum et gucturis literam simul 
per syncopam auferri. Nam, exempli gratia, JlTin"' lehuda non nun- 
quam tTTC luda et scribitur et pronunciatur; et ycin^ lehosua, >'a3V 
losua; et ".^^'^In'' lehoiachin, "p^"''!"' loiachin; et D"'bnr\ tehilim, D^bn 
tillim, et reliqua multa id genus. Quod similiter quoque in hoc nomine 
Dei magno fieri uolunt. Qua ex re illud loua apud nos sonare inferunt, 
cum in eo sceua litera he literam gucturis praecedat. Quod si uerum 
esset ipsum nomen non Inin^ sed ni^ sine sceua et he litera scribe- 

T : T 

retur. Et sic non tetragrammaton, sine quatuor literarum esset, sed 
trium dumtaxat. Quod nee cogitari quidem licet. Nefas enim est eo in 
nomine quicquam uel addi uel minui, sed sic omnino debet et scribi et 

19 Ed. 1518, fol. 48a. I preserve the spelling, but have resolved the abbreviations and 
modernized the punctuation. 
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pronunciari (si tamen pronunciandum est) sicut Deus ipse Mosi illud 
scribi debere mandauit. Quo circa grammaticorum Hebraeorum regula 
quam inducunt in eo locum nullum habet, quamuis et in reliquis nusquam 
uel rarissime in sacris uiginti quatuor libris seruata reperiatur, sed in 
aliis fortasse tantum codicibus et praecipue apud Talmudistas. Ipsum 
igitur nomen Dei tetragrammaton cum sceua et he litera, quae lenem 
habet aspirationem, et scribi et pronunciari necesse est. Quare caueant, 
qui illud apud nos loua sonare aflBrmant. Non enim loua nee leoua, sed 
lehoua, cum leni aspiratione, sicut scribitur, pronunciandum est. 

Somewhat farther on (fol. 49a), after the question has been 
answered why the Jews dare not utter the name, and it has been 
shown from Maimonides that it was pronounced in the temple, in 
the priests' benediction, Eeuchlin asks: 

Si hoc nomen apud eos (ut optime probasti) aliquando proferebatur, 
quamobrem igitiu' ineffabile dicebaturf Galatinus. — Hoc magno absque 
mysterio esse non potest. Non enim hoc nomen quo ad uocem ipsam 
nominis ineffabile dicitur, cum et ipsi (ut dictum est) quandoque pronun- 
ciarint, et aeque ut scriptum est facile proferri possit, si literae ipsae cum 
apicibus et punctis legantur. Ex ipsis enim (ut dictum est) haec uox 
lehoua redditiu". Sed quo ad mysterii significatum omnino ineffabile est. 

It is plain from Galatinus' own words that among his contem- 
poraries the vowels of tl'liT' were commonly taken for the proper 
vowels of the name. Some of them, however, instead of pronoun- 
cing Jehova, as the points would naturally be read, were led by 
the seductive comparison with the Latin (Jupiter) Jovis to pro- 
nounce Jova, and defended the contraction by an ingenious gram- 
matical argument, which Galatinus refutes. The controversy, 
therefore, whether the name should be pronounced Jehova or Jova 
is older than Galatinus. Who the " Jovists" were against whom 
he argues, I do not know. The opinion that the name Jov-is 
was derived from niiT' (or HilTi"') was common in the sixteenth 
and seventeenth centuries;''" it inevitably suggested itself as soon 
as Christian scholars began to pronounce the name. In the 
controversy of the seventeenth century the resemblance to Jove 
was argued to prove that Jehovah was the true pronunciation. 
The form Jova, after the analogy of Judah for Jehudah, was pre- 

20 Later the tables were turned, and many scholars derived Jehovah from the Indo- 
European root from which the name Jove comes. Ed. Glasor, Jehowah-Jcvis und die drei 
SOhne Noahs (1901), is the most recent discoverer of this etymological mare^s nest. 
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ferred by several scholars in the sixteenth century, and was ad- 
mitted as possible by some of those who preferred Jehova.^' The 
question is, however, of no significance for our present purpose. 
The important point is that Galatinus did not introduce the pro- 
nunciation Jehova, but only defended it against those who pro- 
nounced nilTT' Jova. 

T ; 

Nor have I been able to find any evidence that the common 
use of Jehova by scholars in the sixteenth century was due to the 
example and influence of Galatinus. 

A thorough investigation of the use of Jehovah in the first half 
of the sixteenth century has never been made. The following 
notes make no claim to completeness, but they include the authors 
whose example was most influential. 

Luther, in his translation of the Old Testament, follows the 
usage of the Church in rendering nitT' by HERR, Lord; but 
in his own writings sometimes uses Jehovah. In an exposition of 
Jeremiah 23 : 1-8,^^ originally delivered in two sermons, November 
18 and 25, 1526, and printed in 1527, he says (p. 569) : 

Es hat die Ebreische sprache fast bey zehen nahmen, damit sie Gott 
nennet,^^ unter wilchen yhr viel sind, damit sie Gott von seinen wereken 
nennet; aber dieser nahme "Jehovah," "HERR," bedeut allein Gott, wis 
er ist ynn seinem GOttlichen wesen. Diese unterschied ktinnen wir ynn 
unser sprache nicht halten; wir Deudschen heissens alias "Herr" und 
kunnendas wort "Herr" nicht zwingen, das es Gott allein heisse; denn 
wir heissen ein Fursten herr, ein hausvater heisst man auch ein herrn, 
ist uns Deudschen fast gemeyn. Das wir aber Gott auch ein Herrn 
nennea, haben wir aus den Evangelisten, die heissen yhn " Dominum," 
Herr, den folgen wir nach und lassens auch dabey bleiben. Die andern 
nahmen ynn Ebreisehen werden nicht allein Gotte zu geschrieben, sondem 
werden auch zu andern leuten gesagt; aber dieser nahme "Jehovah," 
Herr, gehort alleine dem waren Gott zu. 

It is noteworthy that this passage occurs, not in an academic 
lecture or a commentary addressed to the learned, but in a sermon, 
immediately published as a popular pamphlet. The name Jehovah 

21 See below, p. 152. 

22 Kritische Gesammtausgabe, XX, 547 ff . In the brief Latin report of the sermon (ROrer) 
Jehovah does not appear. The title of the pamphlet is, Ein epietel aus dem Propheten Jere- 
mia, van Chriatua reich und Christlichen freyheit, gepredigt durch Mar. Luther, Witten- 
berg, 1527. 

23 Jerome, Ep. 25, ad Marcellam, De decern nominihus Dei. 
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is not introduced as something new ; on the contrary, it is used as 
if it was familiar to the hearers or readers."* 

Jehovah appeared in the English Bible in Tyndale's translation 
of the Pentateuch (1530) in Exod. 6:3, "but in my name lehouah 
was I not knowne unto them," and maintained itself in the whole 
succession of English Protestant versions, except Coverdale (1585). 
The margin of Matthews' Bible (1537), on Exod. 6:3, has the 
note, "lehouah is the name of god wherewith no creature is named, 
& is as moch to say as one that is of hymselfe & dependeth of no 
thing.'"^ 

Sebastian Miinster, in his notes on Exod. 3:15, and on 6:3 
(where Jehova stands in his text), accompanying his Latin trans- 
lation of the Old Testament (1534, 1535), uses the name as though 
it were well known. The Jews, he says, infer from the words "this 
is my memorial ("'"l!3T) forever" (3:15), "nomen Domini tetra- 
grammaton non proferendum secundum dispositionem literarum 
et punctorum; sed in animo tantum commemorari debet, non 
autem labiis exprimi .... Atque adeo haec superstitio inva- 
luit apud Judaeos, ut obstupescant ad prolationem hujus nominis, 
si forte a Christiano audiant ipsum pronunciari, timeantque ruere 
coelum." Leo Judae used Jehova in his Latin version (1543), 
in Exod. 6:3, and has a note on the significance of the name. 
Paulus Fagius, a pupil of Elias Levita, in the notes on his trans- 
lation of the Targum of Onkelos (1546), at Exod. 6:3, says of the 
name, "quod juxta elementa et puncta quidem f-j'i^'' Jehovah 
sonat.""° Castalio, who uses Jova throughout his Latin transla- 
tion (1551; Pentateuch, 1546), in his note on Gen. 2:4 justifies 
this pronunciation against those who denied that the points of 
ilin^ were its own vowels by citing Josaphat, Joram, Hallelujah, 
etc. Servetus uses Jehovah, from which Jove is derived:^' "louem 
illi [sc. the Romans] dixerunt, ex antiqua traditione Hebraeorum, 

2^B0ttcher, in a note in his Lehrhuch der hehrdischen SprachCy I, 49, says tliat Lnther, 
"as is well known," never uses the name in his popular writings, though in his learned exe- 
getical works he shows his familiarity with it. Singularly enough, the passage above quoted 
is one of those which he cites 1 

2&In Zwingli's writings, so far as a hasty examination shows, the word Jehovah is not 
used. 

'26Fagius was acquainted withGalatinus, whom he quotes on Exod. 3:15. 
27 Christianismi Restitutio (1553), p. 125 H., see esp. p. 133. 
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Deum loua appellantium. loua indeclinabile, inflexione quadam 
est versum in louem, loua autem est dictum pro niD'' lehova, 
cum scheua in capite non profertur, et aspirationis prolatio omit- 
titur, ut in ea lingua passim fit." ^' In 1557 Jehova got established 
in the dictionary ,^° and in the same year was introduced through- 
out the Old Testament in Stephanus' edition of Pagninus' Latin 
version.^" In Calvin's commentaries on the Psalms (1557) and 
on the Pentateuch (1563) TDTi'' is uniformly rendered by Jehova.*' 
Tremellius — a Jew by birth — employs Jehova throughout his 
translation (1575), though he was aware that the points belonged 
not to nin"' but to ""Sli^ ."^ Similarly A. E. Cevallerius, a son-in- 
law of Tremellius, in his Rudimenta Hebraicae Linguae (1559),"' 
gives Jehovah as the equivalent of the Tetragrammaton, yet else- 
where explains that the vowels are those of "'DHii .'* 

The examples last cited show that the pronunciation Jehovah 
was by this time so firmly established that even scholars who knew 
that it was a hybrid used it as a matter of course. 

Among the Catholic scholars of the sixteenth century the use 
of Jehovah was probably less common than among Protestants, 
partly because of the stronger hold of the Vulgate; but it was 
employed constantly by a man of no less influence in his time 
than Cardinal Thomas de Vio Cajetanus in his Commentary on 
the Pentateuch (1531) ;"^ his translation of Gen. 2:4, for example, 
has lehoua Elohim, and on Exod. 6:3 he notes, "Juxta Hebraeum 
habetur: lehouah Elohe patrum vestrorum visus est mihi." 
According to Stephanus, Sanctes Pagninus, one of the most learned 
Hebraists of his age, used Jehova in his annotations. ^° Hierony- 
mus ab Oleastro in his commentary on the Pentateuch (Genesis 

28 Observe the argument of Galatinus' Jovists. 

29Ioann. Forster, DicUonarium Hebraicum Novum, pp. 208-211. 

30 See below, pp. 155 f. 

"The text of the harmony of Exod.— Dent, is substantially that of Sebastian MQnster, 
slightly revised, and with Jehova consistently introduced. 

32 Drusius, Decas, 85 f., from manuscript notes of Tremellius' lectures on Isa. 1:2. 

33Ed. 1567, p. 195. 

3< Drusius, Decas, 88; Letter of Cevallerius to the Bp. of Ely, 1569, 

35 Cajetanus knew no Hebrew, but he had a very literal translation made for him by the 
collaboration of a Jew and a Christian Hebraist (Fritzsche, PRE'', VIII, 462). 

3iiSeebelow, p. 155. 
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1556, Exodus 1557), derived Jehova from nin, making it mean 
"Destroyer" (sc. of the Egyptians and Canaanites)," an etymol- 
ogy which Daumer rediscovered. Marcus Marin us admitted 
Jehova to his Lexicon, Area Noae (1593). In the seventeenth 
century Jehova appears in the commentaries of Estius (1621), 
Menochius (1630), and Tirinus. Malvenda (f 1628) is the first in 
whom I have found the name written with the consonants alone, 
Ihuh (e. g., Gen. 2: 4, 8) ; ordinarily he writes Jehu (e. g. Ps. 
1:2; 8:2). 

It is a singular error to assume, as scholars seem generally to 
have done, that the pronunciation Jehovah originated with any 
single author, and was propagated in one direct line of literary 
succession. In the massoretic text the name is written niiT', with- 
out any indication, such as in ordinary cases of substitution is given 
in the margin, that the points are not the proper vowels of the 
word; nor is the substitution included in the massoretic category 
of Kere and Ketib.^^ Christian scholars knew that the Jews did 
not pronounce the name, reading Adonai instead; but they gen- 
erally regarded this as a superstitious scruple. If the better 
informed among them were aware that Jewish grammarians held 
the vowels of niiT' to belong to ''Dlit,'" two answers would occur; 
firsi, the vowels are manifestly not those of "'DIN , and, second, 
compound names such as t33'i23irT' and n"'l3STIJ prove that the 
punctuation ilirT' gives the true vowels of the tetragrammaton.*" 
There is every probability that many Christian scholars indepen- 
dently, reading what actually stood written in the Hebrew text, 
pronounced the name Jehova or Jova. It is therefore, a bootless 
inquiry who first made this inevitable blunder; it is certain that 
Galatinus was neither the first nor the last. 

Genebrardus, in his Chronologia (1567), inveighing against 
the pronunciation Jova or Jehova, attributes the introduction of 
this error, not to Galatinus, as Drusius and his followers do, but 

37 Drusius, Decos, 66, u. 

38 The term ^ere pe}-petuum, applied to it by modern grammarians, appears to be a fig- 
ment of their own. 

39 See, B. g., Elias Levita, Massoreth ha-Maxsoreth (1538), Pt. II, §9 (ed. C. D. Ginsburg, 
1867, p. 233). 

*o Both these arguments are, in fact, persistently repeated by the defenders of the pro- 
nunciation Jehovah from the seventeenth century to the nineteenth. 
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to Sanctes Pagninus, "si modo ab haereticis non sit corruptu8."" 
In the original edition of Pagninus' translation of the Old Testa- 
ment (1527) the name Jehovah does not occur, nor is it found in 
his Thesaurus Linguae Sanctae {1529) ; but in Robert Stephanus' 
edition of Pagninus' version (1557)," Jehova is uniformly put for 
nin"'. In a note on Ps. 2:1 Stephanus remarks that the substi- 
tution of Adonai is to be rejected as a Jewish superstition, and 
continues: "Nonnulli nomen ipsum lehova non mutant; nee ipse 
Sanctes in suis Annotationibus manuscriptis, quas apud me 
asservo: quos et secuti sumus."" In the Preface, also, Stepha- 
nus refers to these annotations: his reprint of Pagninus' version 
was based on two copies of the preceding edition containing the 
author's manuscript corrections and revisions; "venerunt etiam 
in manus nostras ejusdem Sanctis in V. T. annotationes, ex qui- 
bus ibidem omnia quae ad hujus interpretationis recognitionem 
pertinebant sedulo excerpsimus." 

The notes in Stephanus' edition were vehemently impugned 
by the theologians of the Sorbonne, who complained that he made 
the orthodox name of Vatablus" cover a compilation taken largely 
from the works of Swiss Protestants; but there is no reason to 
question the explicit statements quoted above. The time at which 
the annotations of Pagninus were written is not known. His 
translation of the Old Testament, with which it may be surmised 
that they were contemporaneous, was completed, after twenty-five 
years of labor, before 1518, although it was not printed until 1527. 

There is another edition of Pagninus' version, published at 
Lyons in 1542, with a preface and marginal scholia by Servetus 
("Michael Villanovanus"), in which, also, reference is made to 
the manuscript notes of Pagninus. Servetus writes: "In ipsa 
Pagnini nostri versione non parum est nobis post omnia ejus 

«i Ed. Paris, 1600, pp. 79 f. 

*2 The Vulgate and Pagninus' new version in parallel columns, with annotations. This 
edition I have not been able to see; but the lemmata of Stephanus* notes (reprinted in the 
Critici Sacri under the name of "Vatablus"), and the Basel reprint of Pagninus (1564), 
which is said by Le Long-Masch accurately to reproduce Stephanus' text of 1557, make the 
fact certain. 

43 See also on Exod. 6:3. 

"Vatablus was Professor of Hebrew in the College de France; he died in 1547, having 
published nothing. Stephanus used notes of his lectures taken down by students. 
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annotamenta desudatum: annotamenta inquam, quae ille nobis 
quam plurima reliquit. Nee solum annotamenta, sed et exemplar 
ipsum locis innumeris propria manu castigatum." A second 
preface, by Job. Nic. Victorius, informs the reader that the 
differences of the Lyons edition from the preceding (Cologne, 
1541) are the result of a revision by the author himself, so 
thorough "ut nunc non tam restituta, quam primum edita videri 
possit."** Victorius, also, speaks of Pagninus' annotations, which 
were in the possession of his heir,'"' and expresses the desire that 
a publisher might be found for them." 

It appears, therefore, that Stephanus used for his edition the 
same apparatus which Victorius and Servetus had in their hands 
for the Lyons edition. The descriptions of the exceedingly rare 
Lyons edition do not make it possible to determine with certainty 
whether Jehova was introduced in it; on the whole, I incline to 
think that it was not. 

While the pronunciation Jehovah was thus widely current in 
the sixteenth century, its correctness was not universally admitted. 
Some scholars recognized that the points of TTiil'' belonged to the 
substitute, "^jlU^ ; it was a mistake to read the consonants of one 
word with the vowels of another; how the name was really pro- 
nounced in Old Testament times could be inferred only from 
external tradition or from grammatical analogy. Mercerus, the 
successor of Vatablus in Paris, gives a warning against the recent 
fashion of reading Hiri"' with the vowels of ^SIK or DTlbiS? , 
Jehova or Jehovi.'^ If the name is to be pronounced it would 
be better to read it •Tin"' -, Jeheveh, after the analogy of nTI5< 
in Exod. 3:14. Genebrardus condemns the pronunciation loua 
or lehoua as "aliena, imo vero irreligiosa, imperita, nova et 
barbara . . . . ut contra Calvinianos et Bezanos multis locis 

*5The extont of these differences appears to be greatly exaggerated in these prefaces. 
Mosheim {Anderweitiger Versuch einer volUtdndlgen und unpartlieyischen Ketzergeschichte^ 
1748, p. 89) affirms that the changes are neither numerous nor important. See also Le Liong- 
Masch, II, mf. 

*6 Pagninus died in Lyons, in 1541. 

*^ Kosenmtlller, Biblische Litteratur^ IV, 174 fif. 

*s On Gen. 2:4; ct. on Exod. 3 : 13 ( Drusius, Decos, 82 1. : CappoUus, ibid., 317) ; see also 
his additions to the article HIH^ iu Ills edition of Pagninus' Thesaurus (1577). Mercerus 
(a Protestant) succeeded Vatablus in Paris in 1546, and died in 1570. His commentaries were 
not published till after his death (Minor Prophets, 1583, Genesis, 1598). 
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docuimus."*' "Vel ejus genuina prolatio per temporis longin- 
quitatem et longam ob eversum templum desuetudinem oblivioni 
tradita est, vel est Ihu4 [Ieu4 habet loachimus Abbas in I Apoc.) 
vel Iahu6^ (cujus apocope sit lah in illo vulgato Halelu lah) 
la^al, ut Theodoritus in Epitome divinamm dogmatum Samaritas 
protulisse ait." Arias Montanas explains that the vowels of 
nirT^ ; tTiiT] ; belong to "'DlSi and DTlbx respectively:^' "Nostri 
hujus rationis ignari lehovah pronuntiant." "Si vero certam 
quandam ex aliorum similium nominum ratione indicare pronun- 
tiationem fas est, leveh dicendum est, atque ita existimo veteres 
illos pronuntiasse, turn Israelitas, turn ex aliis gentibus homines, 
ad quos nominis hujus et Dei ipsius notitia pertinuit." Bellarmin 
asserts that that the true pronunciation is unknown; the points 
belong to "^Dlit (which he proves with conclusive grammatical 
reasons) ; the name should therefore not be read lehoua.^^ It is 
noteworthy that no one of the scholars of the sixteenth century 
who reject the pronunciation Jehovah lays the responsibility for 
the blunder upon Galatinus. 

The controversy so hotly waged in the seventeenth century was 
opened by Drusius, Tetragrammaton (1604). The advocates of 
Jehovah had much the worst of the argument, but they had on 
their side an established usage upon which argument made no 
impression. Learned defenses of this usage continued to be made 
from time to time in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries; for 
example, by J. D. Michaelis (1792),=' Rudolph Stier," and Hole- 
mann.** It is interesting, in the light of his later writings, to 
know that Ewald, in his earliest publication (1823), entered the 
lists not only for the unity of Genesis, but for the pronunciation 
Jehovah. At another time I shall show that the current opinion 
that Ewald is the author of the pronunciation Jahveh is one of the 

*9 Chronologia (1567) ; ed. Pane, 1600, pp. 79 f . ; Comment, in Psalmoe, Praef at. (the latter 
I have not seen). 

50 This is, so far as I know, the first auggestioQ of the pronunciation Jahveh, now 
generally accepted. 

51 Joseph, sive de Arcano Sermone (in the Antwerp Polyglot, T. VII, 1572), p. i, 

s^ Institutionea Linguae Hebraicae (1578); ed. Colon. 1616, pp. 284 f.; cf . his exposition 
otPs. 8:1. 

63 Supplementa ad Lexica Hebraica, I, p. 524. 

54 Lehrgebdude der hebrdiechen Sprache. 55 Bibelatudien (1859), 54 ff. 
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legends of learning, of the same sort with the Galatinus myth."' 
The pronunciation Jahveh was "propounded" in the sixteenth 
century, and it stood in the pages of the Lexicon in most general 
use in Grermany (Eichhorn's Simonis) ten years before Ewald was 
born. Gesenius had adopted it when Ewald was still defending 
Jehovah (1823). 

II. "JEVE" IN Joachim of Piobe 

Genebrardus, in a passage quoted above (p. 157), observes that 
Joachim, in his commentary on the first chapter of the Apocalypse 
(written about the year 1200)," has the form leve. Attention was 
called to this fact a few years ago by Franz Delitzsch, who had 
come upon it in a manuscript containing a part of this commen- 
tary.^" A more recent hand had written in the margin, at the first 
occurrence of leve, the gloss lehovah. Delitzsch adds: "Ein 
Sttick urkundlicher Geschichte der Aussprache des Tetragram- 
matons innerhalb der Kirche lag vor mir." Delitzsch assumes 
that Joachim's leve represents a traditional Jewish pronunciation 
nil!'], and thinks that a trace of such a tradition may be found in 
Rabbi Samuel ben Meir on Exod. 3: 15; miT' in vs. 15 was read 
with the vowels of fT'tl^t, vs. 14. This interpretation of the mysti- 
fication in Rashbam seems to me doubtful; but with that I am 
not immediately concerned. It can be shown, I think, that leve 
in Joachim did not have its origin in pronunciation at all, but in 
a trite cabalistic play on the consonants of miT'. 

In his commentary on Apoc. 1: 8 Joachim has a long disqui- 
sition on the name of God, combining the "A et O" of the Apoca- 
lypse with Exod. 3:14 f. ; 6:8, in which he writes the name 
constantly lEVE.^' The part which bears upon the question in 
hand is as follows :'^'' 

Populo autem ludeorum, etsi tribus suprascriptis modis in dec omni- 
potente apparuit, docens se esse trinum et unum deum, nomen tamen 

"■ See e. g.. Encyclopaedia Biblica (III), 3320 : " The controversy as to the correct pro- 
nunciation of the tetragrammaton .... has been gradually brought to an end by the general 
adoption of the view, first propounded by Ewald, that the true form ia Yahwfe." 

67 Published in Paris, 1254. 

58 Zeitschrift filr die alttestamentliche Wisseiischaft^ II (1882), 173 f . 

'•'^ Expositio . . . in Apocalipsim (Venet., l.')27), fol. 336, ff. 

*o Op. cit.^ fol. 35a, f. I modernize the punctuation. 
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suum lEVE, quod Hebrei legunt Adonay, non indicauit eis, quia esse se 
trinum et unum deum non illis per specialem intellectum aperuit quousque 
verus ille Moyses, mediator dei et hominum Christus lesus; qui cum 
instaret hora passionis sue ut transiret ex hoc mundo ad patrem, post 
multa que locutus est discipulis suis, adiecit et ait : Jam non dicam vos 
seruos, quia seruus nescit quid faciat dominus eius; vos autem dixi ami- 
cos, quod omnia quecunque audiui a patre meo nota feci vobis. Quando 
autem dixit hoc verbum, nisi cum nomen illud IneflFabile, quod est lEVE, 
notum fecit illis, loquens eis manifeste de spiritu sancto et de patre, et de 
gloria maiestatis sue, dicens: Ego in patre et pater in me est? etc. [John 

14:13, 16] Et quia tam aperte docuit esse tres personas coetemas 

sibi et coequales, unum scilicet et trinum deum, quod est dicere lEVE, 
oportebat nihilominus eum docere, que istarum personarum ingenita 
esset, que autem genita, et que procedens, quod in subsequentibus luce 
clarius manifestat cum dicit: Cum venerit paraclitus, quern ego mittam 
vobis a patre, spiritum veritatis, qui a patre procedit, ille testimonium 
perhibebit de me. 

For Joachim, therefore, the name JEVE imports the mystery 
of the Trinity. A little further on he writes (fol. 356) : 

Sciendum est igitur, quod nomen illud venerabile, quod congrue satis 
ineflFabile dicitur tam ab Hebreis quam a Latinis, pronuntiatur Adonay; 
et tamen in Hebreo non eisdem characteribus quibus scriptum est pro- 
nuntiatur, sed aliis. Scribitur enim quatuor Uteris, propter quod et apud 
Grecos thethragrammaton nominatur, cuius inscriptio ista est, lEVE. 
Est autem nomen istud, ut tradunt peritissimi Hebreorum, tante virtutis 
ut si distinguatur in tribus dictionibus ad hoc ut sigillatim proferatm:, 
IE sigillatim, EV sigillatim, VE, singula distinctio integritatem sui 
nominis habeat, et si proferatur simul, lEVE, unitatem demonstret. 

If, now, he continues, these three monosyllabic names are written 
in a triangle, A,"' each of the three will have its own perfection, 
each the distinctive attribute [proprietas) of some one person; 
and, what is more, the second name springs [propagatur) from 
the first, and the third from the second, in such a way that one 
cannot be pronounced without the other. These syllables are not 
divided in pronunciation, but the V (vowel) blends with the pre- 
ceding and following so that the enunciation is a unit. Joachim 
employs diagrams to show this, as follows (fol. 35&, 36a) : 

«l le 
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Scribendum est enim simplicitur quatuor Uteris istis, lEVE, et tamen 
legendum primo IE, EV, VE, deinde lEVE; quod, ut diligenter ostendi 
queat, Uteris quidem formatis nomen ipsum scribendum est, pronuntia- 
tiones vero ipsius clausulis minutissimis designande, verbi gratia, 

ie ue 

IE VE ieue 

eu 

Et quid magis hoc mysterio veritati vicinum? Certe vides scriptum 
quatuor Uteris ineffabile nomen; certe vides — immo nondum in toto 
vides — quanta profunditas sacramenti contegatur in eo. Unde et non 
immerito ab Hebreis scribitur quidem sed non profertur, quod si temptas 
in eo quod mente distinguitur Ungua proferre, desinit esse tetragrama- 
ton; ideoque meUus mente percipitur quam Ungua ministerio personatur. 

IE is one name ; EV is one name; VE is one name ; yet lEVE 
is not three names but one. Just so in the Trinity: the Father 
is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God ; yet these are not 
three Gods but one. If the three names are v^ritten in a triangle 
you have the letter A; if lEVE be inclosed in a circle, — 
trinity in unity. 

Joachim observes, further, (fol. 37a) that there are only three 
diiferent letters in the name, lEV (E being repeated), and finds 
in this, too, an allegorical significance. 

Galatinus likewise discovers the mystery of the Trinity in the 
three syllables of Jehova.'^ 

Capnio asks: 

Quid tres huius nominis [sc. lehova] syllabae significant? Galati- 
nus. — Tres utique personas diuinas. Quemadmodum enim unaquaeque 
huius nominis syllaba (ut aiunt CabaUstae) id totum significat, quod 
totum nomen ipsum importat, ita quaeUbet diuina persona, cum perfectus 
Deus sit, totam in se continet diuinitatem; nee diuinitas ipsa magis est 
in tribua personis simul quam sit in unaquaque, sed tota est in unaqua- 
que et tota in tribus. Tres igitur huius nominis syllabae tres diuinas 
designant personas, quarum imaquaeque est uerus et perfectus Deus .... 
Et sicut tres huiusce nominis syllabae simul sumptae unum nomen effici- 
unt, ita tres personae diuinae sunt unus Deus. Capnio. — Quae sunt ilia 
diuina nomina, quae ueteres Hebraeorum ex quatuor Uteris huius nominis 
componi asseruerunt? Galatinus. — Haec, sive fT" iah, iiH hu, ^IH"! uehu.°' 

62 De Arcanis, fol. 506 f. 

fi^Galatiuus distorts the tradition for the sake of his interpretation; the third, as he 
himself says just below, must be m ■ See also Petrus Alphonsi, quoted below, p. 162. 
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Primum enim ex prima et secunda componitiir litera, sive ex iod et he 
hoc modo Jl'^ iah, quod idem est quod Deus et patrem designat, qui 

T 

totius diuinitatis fons est. Secundum uero nomen ex secunda et tertia 
constat litera, sic !|n hu, quod ipse interpretatur et filium significat .... 
Tertium denique nomen ex tertia et quarta constituitur litera, sive ex 
uau et he; sic tltl"! vehu, et id totum sonat quod et ipse, et spiritum 
sanctum denotat .... 

Galatinus remarks (fol. 51a) that Tl is common to the first and 
second names, 1 to the second and third; from which the consub- 
stantiality of the Father and the Son, the Son and the Spirit 
follows. 

Raymundus Martini had remarked that there are but three dif- 
ferent letters, IIT', in the Tetragrammaton, H being repeated, a 
fact of which he first makes an application to the person of the 
Messiah:" 

Quando ver5 dicitur de Deo simpliciter, tunc, ut ait Magister Petrus 
Alphonsi, qui fuit in Hispania, priusquam fieret Christianus, magnus 
Rabinus apud Judaeos, tres literae priores hujus nominis, scilicet '1^'', 
indicant in Deo hoc nomine vocato tres esse ri'n!2, id est, proprietates k 
seipsis invicem differentes ex sua diversitate, quam habent tam in figura 
quam in nomine, ut praedictum est. Una ver6 earum quae repetitur et in 
fine nominis ponitur, quae est H; et est prima in hoc nomine 'TT^'n Essen- 
tia, indicat trium tl'llH) id est, proprietatum vel personarum, unitatem 
Essentiae. 

Petrus Alphonsi, to whom Raymundus refers, was baptized in 
1106, in the forty-fourth year of his age. After his conversion 
he wrote a controversial Dialogue to refute the Jews and demon- 
strate the Christian faith.'* The Jewish disputant in the Dialogue 
bears Petrus' own name before his baptism, Moses. In the chap- 
ter on the Trinity ,'° Petrus undertakes to prove, from the name 
mrr' itself, that there must be just three persons in the Trinity. 
I quote the whole passage in order that the dependence of Joachim 
upon it may appear more evidently.^' 

^^Pugio Fidei, fol. 540, ed. Voisin. 

6^ First printed in Cologne in 1536, under the (publisher's) title : Dialogi lectu dignissimi, 
in quibus impiae Judaeorum opiniones .... confutantur^ etc. Reprinted (with a different 
title) in the Bibliotkeca Patrum (Lyons), XXI, 172 ff., and thence in Migne, Patrologia 
Latina, CLVII, 535-672. 

66 Migne, 606 ff. 

61 Migne, 611. Voisin in his notes on the Pugio (fol. 556) quotes part of this paragraph 
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Trinitas quidem subtile quid est inefifabile, et ad explanandum dif- 
ficile, de qua prophetae non nisi occulte locuti sunt et sub velamine, quo- 
adusque venit Christus, qui de tribus una personis, fidelium illam menti- 
bus pro eomm revelavit capacitate. Si tamen attendas subtilius, et illud 
Dei nomen, quod in Secretis Secretorum^' explanatum invenitur, inspicias, 
tH^TT . nomen inquam trium litterarum, quamvis quatuor figuris, una 
namque de illis geminata bis scribitur, si inquam illud inspicias, videbis 
quia idem nomen et unum sit et tria. Sed quod imum est, ad unitatem 
substantiae, quod vero tria, ad trinitatem respicit personarum. Constat 
autem nomen illud his quatuor figuris, "^ et fl et 1 et H j quarum si 
primam tantum conjunxeris et secundam, "' scilicet et H > erit sane nomen 
unum. Item si secundam et tertiam, n scilicet et ■! , jam habebis alteram. 
Similiter, si tertiam tantum copulaveris atque quartam, scilicet *! et [^ , 
invenies et tertium. Eursus si omnes simul in ordine connexueris, non 
erit nisi nomen unum, sicut in ista patet geometrali figura 




A comparison of this passage with that quoted above from 
Joachim's commentary on the Apocalypse proves that Joachim, 
in his speculations on the Tetragrammaton, is dependent (directly 
or indirectly) on Petrus Alphonsi: his lEVE is merely a trans- 
literation of (lin^ , the Latin E standing for He. That Joachim 
pronounced the name leue, with its constituents le, eu, ue, and 
exercised his phonetic ingenuity upon it, in no way militates 
against this origin. His other departures from Petrus' scheme 
are the consequence of the fact that his starting-point is the A 
and of Apoc. 1:8; which leads him to dispose the syllables in 
a triangle (A), and then the whole name in a circle (O), instead 
of in intersecting circles within a circle. His insistence that in 
pronunciation the vocalic V blends with the preceding E and the 
following E (IE V E) is his substitute for Petrus' geometrical 
demonstration by intersecting circles. 

The tradition of the "peritissimi Hebraeorum" to which Joa- 
chim appeals is not, therefore, as Delitzsch imagined, a traditional 

«8 See below, p. 163. 
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pronunciation, but a cabalistic combination of the letters of the 
written name, as, indeed, Q-alatinus and Petrus expressly say. 

Petrus Alphonsi cites specifically the Secreta Secretorum as a 
book in which the name nitT^ is (cabalistically) explained/' 
This reference is of considerable interest on its own account. The 
Hebrew title was presumably D"'T1 ''TlD or D'^T'O 'O , and the 
citation of this work in a writing of the early part of the twelfth 
century is an important datum in the intricate history of the 
"Raziel" literature. 

89 Doubtless with permatations of the letters of nin^i as in the Sepher Yeairah. 
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William R. Arnold 

For over a hundred years, and most persistently during our 
own generation, efforts have been made to discover the principles 
underlying the versification of the ancient Hebrews. These 
attempts have for the most part confined themselves to a search 
for "meter" by means of mechanical experiments upon the poetry 
of the Old Testament, such as the counting of syllables, with or 
without the attribution to them of commensurate quantity, and 
the counting of words or word- accents. 

In 1901, however, appeared the Studien zur hebrdischen Me- 
trik of Eduard Sievers. That eminent Germanic scholar, who had 
come into the land in response to a Macedonian appeal from the 
ranks of the Hebraists, began by insisting that the material limi- 
tations of verse are not imposed for their own sake, but to meet 
the demands of some definite rhythmic form which they aim to 
realize. Unless the meter discovered succeeds in effecting a 
rhythmical movement when the poetry is rendered in accordance 
with its rubrics, it can have no purposed existence, and is not 
worth discovering. 

This was of course the fundamental (though in large measure 
unconsciously entertained) reason why all previous theories and 
systems of Hebrew meter had been rejected by so many Hebrew 
scholars. Students of the Old Testament, like other men, have 
no difficulty in recognizing rhythm when they meet it, however 
unable they may be to point out with exactness wherein the essence 
of it consists. The specific objection which Sievers formulated 
against the theory of Ley, for example, was implied, together with 
other objections which the former fails to perceive, in the general 
dissent of Ley's contemporaries.' Had the latter's system done 

'Nor did the objection lack formal statement. In an article which appeared in the 
Zeitschrift fiir alttestamentliche Wissenschaft in the autumn of 1901, but which was in the 
hands of the editor, the late Professor Stade, in the summer of 1900, the present writer used 
these words (p. 229, note) : "If the interval between beats coincide with that between word- 
accents, the poetry of the Old Testament cannot possibly be rendered without emasculating 

167 
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anything to enhance the beauty of the language, it would have 
been accepted with alacrity, we may be sure. But such rhythm 
as the poetry of the Old Testament yielded when read with no 
conscious attempt at rhythmization, obviously did not proceed 
from the principles of Ley's system, since the latter was powerless 
to furnish a solvent for the difficulties of rhythmization which 
remained. 

This situation Sievers proceeded to remedy. He set himself 
to discover the rhythm of Hebrew poetry, and then to determine 
the meter upon the basis of the rhythm. What he has done in 
form is to posit as the rhythmic base of all Hebrew versification 
an "irrational anapaestic foot," composed of two unaccented syl- 
lables followed by one accented one, the three being of incom- 
mensurate individual, though of approximately fixed aggregate, 
duration. This base is represented by the formula x x ^. All 
Hebrew rhythm is irrational, its constitutive time-lengths being 
indefinite and incommensurate; and all Hebrew meters are mul- 
tiples of this foot, X X JL, with its several modifications, a; i or i by 
absorption, cc a; - aj by resolution (in the body of the line), and 
XXX- or X X X ■:. X by way of exception at the beginning of 
a line. What Sievers has done m substance is, first, to weaken 
the superficial objections to the metrical system of Ley by remov- 
ing or altering those features of the Hebrew language which pal- 
pably interfere with the rendition of the poetry according to the 
measures of that system; and, second, to procure at any cost the 
accentuation of the final syllable of every clause. It is still mainly 
the number of accents that constitutes a line of Hebrew poetry. 
But one is no longer required to perform the physically impos- 
sible by pronouncing more than three unaccented syllables between 
two accented ones; and the verses are given a uniform accentual 
ending by unceremoniously conforming the few Hebrew words 
with penultimate to the many with ultimate accentuation. These 
elementary considerations — that two accented syllables can have 
no more than three unaccented syllables between them, and that 

the language It may be replied that the theory has nothing to do with any pulsatory 

accompaniment or with the measurement of intervals: it does not measure intervals, it 

counts acceats. If so, the theory is empty It takes five rhythmic units to make a 

pentameter." 
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the majority of Hebrew words are accented on the last syllable — 
which, as we shall see, have properly nothing to do with rhythm, 
practically determine for Sievers all questions of Hebrew rhythm 
and meter. 

Though the projector of this system grows constantly more cer- 
tain of his position, and has since the issuance of his first publica- 
tion extended his so-called rhythms and meters to considerable 
sections of the historical narratives of the Old Testament, the gene- 
ral reception of his conclusions has been even less favorable than 
that which was accorded the theory of Ley. In fact, so little have 
his positive contributions commended themselves that even his 
negative criticisms of his predecessor, valid enough so far as they 
go, continue to be disregarded; and Ley still has adherents who 
count their "accents" and will have nothing to do with "feet." 

Here again, I venture to affirm that the failure of Sievers' 
views to meet with general acceptance is due not so much to the 
penalties he levies upon the Hebrew language, grievous and unlaw- 
ful as these penalties are — in this age of the making of all things 
new, a following is not refused upon so prosaic a ground as that. 
It is rather that, though his accents and syllables are marshaled 
in due order, the sound of his "rhythms" is intolerable to the ear 
of the trained Semitist, and no amount of argument or assevera- 
tion will serve to alter the matter. If it is true that meter does 
not exist for its own sake, it is just as true that rhythm never 
yet existed for its own sake. Quite apart from the specific muti- 
lations of individual words, the mere fact that a certain way of 
reading the poetry of a language makes the general sound of it 
disagreeable to those who know it best, is enough to show that if 
such reading be a rhythmization, it is a rhythmization which the 
genius of the language will not endure. The rhythmization of 
poetry must give pleasure to those who understand the poetry. 
To quote the expressive New England phrase, "The proof of the 
pudding is in the eating."^ 

Fortunately, however, there is no need of employing generaliza- 
tions in this matter. Whether or not Sievers is in error as to the 

2 Nor has a rhythmization which appeals to the proper tribunal for judgment any need 
of transliterated texts — to the uninitiated, vanity, and to the initiated, the abomination of 
desolation. 
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proper reading of Hebrew poetry, is a question which will take 
care of itself, if it can be shown that he is egregiously in error in 
the matter of his presuppositions in the domain of rhythm. 
There is no such thing as irrational rhythm, and the essence of 
rational rhythm is not what Sievers holds it to be. 

In truth it is no discredit to Old Testament science that after 
the labor of all these years the question of the meter of Hebrew 
verse is still an open one. No question of meter can be settled 
satisfactorily without some idea of the rhythms which the measured 
composition aims to produce. When now, as with our own Eng- 
lish and the other modern versifications, the modes of rhythmiza- 
tion and with them the incarnate rhythms are transmitted in con- 
crete form from one generation to another, it becomes a matter of 
purely scientific interest to ascertain which elements in the com- 
position are, and which are not, of the essence of the rhythm. 
Such indisputable, scientific information is notoriously lacking in 
the case of all our modern versifications. Nevertheless, neither 
verse nor rhythm will perish from the earth for the want of it. 
But when the stream of transmission has been cut off, and the 
task is to breathe a fitting rhythm into the corpse of other- world 
and strange-tongued measures which for ages have lain dead, it 
becomes of the first importance that we know exactly what it is 
that we propose to infuse, and by what right we assume the uni- 
versality of the principles we invoke. The Greek meters, on the 
face of them, differ radically from our own. Are we to posit more 
in the way of necessary rhythmic presuppositions in the case of the 
Hebrew than is conceded in common by the ancient Greek and the 
modern English ? Or, since both Greeks and English are Aryans, 
and the Hebrews Semites, should we posit less ? These are ques- 
tions which must be answered if the study of our problem is not 
to continue to consist of a series of disjointed leaps into the air. 

For the facts of mathematics we are accustomed to turn with 
confidence and profit to the mathematicians, and for the facts of 
astronomy and biology to the astronomers and the biologists. 
But the musical theorists of the modern world have furnished us 
with nothing that can with any truth be described as a science of 
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rhythm. The student of the Old Testament who would give 
adequate consideration to this subject must therefore apply him- 
self to the fundamental investigation of matters which lie wholly 
outside of his special field. What is rhythm, and what are its 
laws? 

On page 27 of Sievers' work, he says, "Die specifische Form 
dieser Bewegung [that is, of the motion in time through which 
the musical work of art is made manifest] heisst allgemein Ahlauf 
oder pv6ii6<;, Rhythmus, sofern sie gesetzmdssig (und im Kunst- 
werk auch wolfdllig) geregelt und gegliedert ist." But what are 
the laws which constitute it "gesetzmassig geregelt" ? And what 
makes it "wolfallig" ? And does pvOfiof mean "rhythm" or "a 
rhythm"? — the distinction is important. Further, are the "Ab- 
schnitt, Reihe, Periode, Strophe," tabulated on p. 29, rhythmic, 
that is, elements of rhythm? or are they merely rhythmical, that 
is, characterized by rhythm ? On p. 30 (following Saran) he 
enumerates as the factors of rhythm: "(1) die Zeitaufteilung nach 
gewissen festen Proper tionen; (2) die Dynamik . . . . ; (3) das 
Tempo; (4) die Agogik . . . . ; (5) die Tonarticulation 
(legato, staccato, u. s. w.); (6) die tote Pause . . . . ; (7) die 
Melodie . . . . ; (8) der Text . . . . ; (9) das Euphonische 
des Textes, z. B. Reim, Alliteration u. dgl.," and continuing 
quotes with evident approval, "Nur das Zusammenwirken aller 
oder doch der meisten dieser Factoren erzeugt den Rhythmus." 
Are these items properly co-ordinated? Is "Zeitaufteilung" 
effected otherwise than through some such agency as dynamic, 
melody, or text ? And if not, are these last intrinsically factors of 
rhythm or only in so far as they are employed to effectuate divi- 
sions of time? On p. 31 Sievers affirms on his own responsibility 
that ^^Zeitaufteilung und Stdrkeabstufung" may be considered 
" die eigentlichen constitutiven Factoren des Rhythmus. " Does he 
mean by "constitutive factors" that they suffice to produce rhythm, 
or that they constitute rhythm? Is he operating with one con- 
cept when he needs two ? Or is the thing produced merely a sub- 
jective state, so that by the same means one rhythm may be pro- 
duced in my mind and another in the mind of my fellow? And 
just how much "Starkeabstufung" must there be before one 
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experiences the sense of rhythm? Or does the degree demanded 
vary with different individuals? 

Recourse to standard works of reference on musical theory and 
terminology is equally profitless. One or two quotations which 
lend themselves to our purpose will suffice to exhibit the prevail- 
ing vagueness and confusion. 

Rhythme. — Ce mot, d'origine grecque, dans son acception g6n6rale 
signifie nombre, cadence, mesmre. En musique il designs les rapports et 
la proportion qu'ont entre elles les parties d'un tout; la liaison, la suc- 
cession des pens6es qui s'enchalnent dans une composition musicale 
d'une certaine 6tendue; et enfin la diflfSrence du mouvement qui r^sulte 
de la vitesse ou de la lenteur conform^ment auxquelles un morceau doit 
etre ex6cut6e.' 

Rhythm. — This much-used and many-sided term may be defined as 
"the systematic grouping of notes with regard to diu'ation." It is often 
inaccm-ately employed as a synonym for its two subdivisions. Accent and 
Time, and in its proper signification bears the same relation to these that 
metre bears to quantity in poetry. The confusion which has arisen in 
the employment of these terms is unfortunate, though so frequent that 
it would appear to be natmral, and therefore almost inevitable. Take a 
number of notes of equal length, and give an emphasis to every second, 
thud, or fourth: the music will be said to be in "rhythm" of two, three, 
or four — meaning in time. Now take a number of these groups or bars 
and emphasize them in the same way as their subdivisions: the same 
term wOl still be employed, and rightly so. Again, instead of notes of 
equal length, let each group consist of unequal notes, but simOarly 
arranged .... the form of these groups also is spoken of as the "pre- 
vailing rhythm," though here accent is the only correct expression. 
Thus we see that the proper distinction of these three terms is as follows: 
Accent arranges a heterogeneous mass of notes into long and short; Tiine 
divides them into groups of equal duration ; Rhythm does for these groups 
what accent does for notes. In short. Rhythm is the Metre of Music' 

Rhythmik ist die Lehre von den durch die verschiedene Dauer der 
Tone (Lange und Kiirze) entstehenden Kunstwirkungen; sie ist daher 
wohl zu unterscheiden von der Metrik, welche das verschiedene Qewicht 

der Tone zum Objekt hat Die beiden grundlegenden Probleme 

der Rhythmik sind die rhythm,ische Qualitdt, d. h. die relative und 
absolute Dauer der einzelnen Tone, und die metrische Qualit&t, das 
verschiedene Gewicht der unterschiedenen Zeitteile.^ 

3 Soullier, Dictionnaire de musique^ Paris, 1878. 

* Frederick Corder in Grove's Dictionary of Mueic and Musicians, Vol. Ill, 1883. The 
new edition by Maitland, now being publislied, has not reached the word "Rhythm." 

6 Kiemann, Musik-Lexikon, 6th ed., 1905, pp. 1092, 852. This is the nearest this aothority 
comes to a definition of rhythm. 
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Rhythm. — (1) The measured movement of similar tone-groups; i. e., 
the effect produced by the systematic grouping of tones with reference 
to regularity both in their accentuation and in their succession as equal 
or unequal in time value. A rhythm is, therefore, a tone-group serving 
as a pattern for succeeding groups identical with it as regards the accen- 
tuation and duration of the tones Time, on the other hand, is the 

division of each measure into equal fractional parts of a whole note, cor- 
responding (at least in the simple times) to the same number of regular 
beats to the measure; with which regular beats the pulsations of the 
rhythm are by no means required to coincide. — It must be added, how- 
ever, that the above definitions are not universally accepted, and that 
great confusion prevails in this department of English musical termi- 
nology, as in others; they are given simply as valid for this Dictionary. — 
(2) Rhythm, in a wider sense, is the accentuation marking and defining 
broader musical divisions in the flow and sweep of a composition by 
special emphasis at the entrance or culminating points of motives, 
themes, phrases, passages, sections, etc.* 

It is apparent that we must be forgiven for not knowing exactly 
what to seek in the poetry of the Old Testament. 

Happily the darkness is not complete. That which modern 
theory has failed to achieve was attained in ancient times by the 
foremost musical analyst of the Hellenic world, Aristoxenus of 
Tarentum, o fiovcriKO';, Kar'' e^o%r;i/, an associate of Aristotle in the 
Lyceum at Athens. What Aristotle accomplished in the domain 
of logic, Aristoxenus wrought in the domain of rhythm. He 
formulated its basic principles, and created the concepts which 
are indispensable to the operations of scientific investigation. If 
his doctrine failed to be transmitted in its purity by the later 
Greek theory, it was due in part to the decline of Greek music, 
and in larger part to the supremacy of the metricists, baneful in 
any event, but doubly so when coinciding with the changing 
pronunciation of Greek (which the epigones did not realize) and 
the confusion arising from the continued employment of illus- 
trations which had ceased to illustrate. Yet even so, the later 
writings contain, wedged in with monstrosities of the age of the 
decay, sections with the unmistakable stamp of Aristoxenic origin. 

6 Baker, Dictionary of Musical Terms, 7th ed., New York, 1903. The reader may com- 
pare such current definitions as that of the Century Dictionary, or of the article on rhythm 
in the recently published New International Encyclopaedia, which inclines to the view that 
I* rhythm is a kind of emotion." 
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Of Aristoxenus' systematic treatise on rhythm only fragments 
have come down to us. These are meagerly supplemented by, 
passages in his Harmonics bearing upon the subject, and by 
more or less extensive citation in the works of later authors. 
Such as they are, however, the remains suffice to mark out with 
certainty and clearness the main lines of the science of rhythm. 

The writer who in recent times has devoted most study to the 
rhythmics of Aristoxenus and who, in consequence, is commonly 
cited as the authority upon the subject, is Rudolph Westphal. 
The opening words of one of the latter's prefaces tell us 

Dreissig Jahre lang (nach Herodot's Eechnung fast sin Menscheualter) 
bin ich dem Aristoxenus kaum auf Wochen untreu geworden. Maine 

schonsten Stunden habe ich im Verkehre mit ihm verlebt Ea 

war mir verstattet, den Rhythmus Bach's und unserer tibrigen grossen 
Meister eingehend zu studieren, und an ihm die notige Parallele ftir die 
rhythmische Doctrin des Aristoxenus zu gewinnen. Es ist mir jetzt, als 
ob mir Versohnung zu Theil geworden : als ob wenigstens die Manen des 
alten Tarentiners nicht mehr ziirnten; als ob sie, die wie friiher die seines 
Landmanns Archytas lange auf Erden keine Ruhe finden konnten, zum 
endlichen Prieden gelangt seien. 

Though many of his incidental opinions and one of his far-reaching 
conclusions have been seriously questioned by his colleagues in 
the classics, it is the general custom to accept gratefully and enthu- 
siastically with Sievers (p. 26) "Westphal's glanzende Neubele- 
bung der Lehren des alten Tarentiners Aristoxenos." 

Now the plain fact is that it would be hard to imagine a more 
pernicious combination of misplaced erudition and impenetrable 
stupidity than is exhibited in the voluminous writings which 
Westphal devoted to the elucidation of the rhythmics of Ari- 
stoxenus. Had Westphal interpreted correctly the elementary 
propositions of Aristoxenus, we should not now be asking whether 
rhythm is an array of accents or a species of emotion; and the 
ponderous dissertation of Sievers, together with much else in 
other fields, would have remained unwritten. Westphal failed to 

^To the texts published in Westphal's Aristoxenus von Tarent Mellk und Bliythmik^ 
Vol. II, should be added the contents of a papyrus discovered a few years ago: Grenfell and 
Hunt, Oxyrhynchus Papyri, Part I (1898), No. IS, which are unquestionably from the pen 
of Aristoxenus, though probably belonging to a special treatise on meter rather than to the 
rhythmics 
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grasp the fundamental distinction between 6 pvdfxo^ (rhythm) 
and pvOfjLo^ [a rhythm) ; between pv6fjL6<; and pvO^oiroua^ between 
Xpovo^ TTohiKo^i and XP^^^'^ '^V^ pv6 {xoTVoua^ cSco';. He wrongly 
identified the ttov? of Aristoxenus with the "Takt" or measure 
of modern music, from which it differs radically both in compass 
and in function ; and the XP^^^^ 7rpa>T0^ with the time-unit of the 
modern measure. He attributed to Aristoxenus the doctrine of 
"irrational rhythm," the existence of which that authority not 
only does not affirm or imply, but expressly denies. He cluttered 
the discussion with "accents," of which Aristoxenus says not a 
word; and drew distinctions between "schwerer" and "leichter 
Takttheil," which are as foreign to the thought of Aristoxenus 
as is the "Takt" itself. And time and again he emended his 
text when it stubbornly refused to lend itself to his misrepre- 
sentations. Nor is Aristoxenus at all at fault in this matter. 
Fragmentary as are the writings, they display such unsurpassed 
precision and lucidity of statement that he who runs may read — 
if he be not looking in the other direction.* 

8 For an appreciation of Aristoxenus' style, see Weetphal, loc. cit., Vol. II, p. ixxiv. 
This author must at least be given the credit of having recognized the great importance of 
Aristoxenus for the study of rhythm ; especially in such passages as Vol. I, p. xxxiii. Vol. 11, 
p. clvi. On the other hand, J. H. Heinrich Schmidt, whom the gods having sentenced to 
destruction made mad, declares (Kunstformen der griechischen Poesie, Vol. II [1869], p. 17) : 
" Philosophische KOpfe suchen den Kategorien, welche sio eich gebildet haben, die Facta 
mOglichst anzupassen; weit davon entfernt, durch liebevoUes Eingeben in den Gegenstand 
selbst ihn aus sich zu erkennen und anderen so zu erschliessen, suchen sie nur die Belege 
fflr ihre eigenen Ideen — und finden sie mit Leichtigkeit. Dieser Richtung gehOren die alten 
Ehythmiker an, Aristoxenus an der Spitze. Ueber allgemeine Grundsatze kommt er eben 
so weoig in seiner Ehythmik, ale in seiner Harmonielehre hinweg." 

Macran {The Sarmonics of Aristoxenus, Oxford, 1902, p. 87) tempers his praise of Ari 
stoxenus with mention of "his petty parade of logical thoroughness, his triumphant vindi- 
cation of the obvious by chains of syllogisms." If justification of Aristoxenus' circumstaa 
tiality in this perplexing field were needed, it might be found in Macran's own book, p. 233 
of which has this note: "As the monotone of declamation is a license of speech, so is the 
tremolo a license of music; and the use of either, if not justified by the presence of an 
exceptional emotion, is a. sin against nature." Which shows that Macran has not yet 
learned from Aristoxenus to distinguish, ^rsi, between what the former calls the*' mono- 
tone " of declamation, which is not a monotone but a movement within too limited a com 
pass in the domain of pitch, and the monotones of declamation which are really such ; and, 
second, between a glide (in the domain of pitch) of which Aristoxenus has been speaking, 
and a tremolo (in the domain of time) of which he has said nothing. How invaluable formal 
syllogisms may prove in clearing the air of current misconceptions is well illustrated by the 
argument of Sidney Lanier to show that rhythm cannot possibly depend upon aoything but 
duration of time {Science of English Verses pp. 65 f. note). Had Lanier subjected to the 
same merciless test his other fundamental — but totally erroneous — proposition, that 
" every series of English sounds, whether prose or verse, suggests to the ear exact co-ordi- 
nations with reference to duration '* (p. 62), his studies would have had permanent value. 

With the single exception of that regarding the xpo*'05 n-pwros, all the above-mentioned 
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In the following paragraphs I will attempt to set forth as 
briefly aa possible what I understand to be the the true Aristoxenic 
theory of rhythm, first asking the kind indulgence of the reader 
in the words of our authority: 

ou 8' ocao-Tov TOVTiDv £V TTios £KXa/Aj8avetv TTtipaa-dai tov olkovovto. /x-^ 
TrapaTijpovvTa tov (XTroStSd^xevov \6yov iKaa-Tov avTaJv ut' e<7Tiv dxpiyS'^s art 
KOI. TVjrcoSeo-Tepos, dX\ ' avTov o-u/LnrpoSv/xov/Acvov Karavorja-aL Kcu Tore oid/ixevov 
iKavSii dprjuOai irpos to KaT(xp.aOdv, oTov £;tx;8t^acrat oTo's re yevrjTai 6 
Xoyos £ts TO crvvUvai to Xeyo/jLevov.^ 

Rhythm in the abstract (6 pvdiJ.6<i) — employing the word in 
the same way that we speak of "tone" or "color" — is harmonized 
time. 

As in the case of sound two distinct tones must be combined 
to produce harmony, so in the case of time two distinct periods 
of time must be combined to produce rhythm. A combination of 
two such distinct periods of time is afoot (ttou?). Or, since the 
two periods of time must necessarily be contiguous, we may say 
that a foot consists of a period of time divided into two distinct 
parts. A foot, it is apparent, if this definition is correct, can 
under no circumstances consist of a single, undivided period of 
time [e^ evo<; 8e ^povov Troif; ovk av etr)^. There is no such thing 
as "syncope" in rhythm.'" 

errors of Westphal are reproduced in the recent elaborate treatise on the rhythmics of 
Aristoxenus by Louis Laloy, Aristoxlne de Tarente et la musique de Vanttquiti^ Paris, 1904. 
Indeed, Westphal's heresies may be said to have brought forth their perfect fruit in this 
latest work ; for Laloy declares that while the fugues of Bach and the sonatas of Beethoven 
have gained a better interpretation, "ce sont plutOt les textes des pontes anciens qui ne 
s'expliquent pas trfes bien dans le syst{ime rythmique d'Aristoxfene," and concludes, "II 
semble done qu'il lui soit arriv6 de d6passer son 6poque, et de parler pour I'avenir " (pp. 
286 f.) . The Oxyrhynchus papyrus, discovered since Westphal's day, Laloy first frightfully 
misinterprets, and then condemns: *'Cet ouvrage n'a rien de common avec les Elements 
rythmiques: on y rencontre un vocabulaire different et sans doute ant6rieur. C'6tait ua 
livre sans grandes pr6tention3 scientifiques, oh Ton constatait plutOt que Ton n'expliquait; 
il date d'une 6poque oh Aristoxfene n'avait pas encore con^u I'id^e d'une science rythmique " 
(p. 319; cf. pp. 41, 331 ff., and s. v. TrepUx^iv in the "lexique" at the end of the volume). The 
fact is that the papyrus everywhere assumes a thorough acquaintance with the technical 
terminology expounded in the rhythmics, without which noither head nor tail can be made 
of its fragments. — And all this notwithstanding Aristoxenus' style is "d'une aveuglante 
clart6"(p. 42). 

9 Harmonics, Macran, p. 108. 

It* The word $vv^vyia in the Oxyrhynchus papjTUS, col. ill, as in the Harmonics (Macran, 
p. 125) , means a section consisting of two feet, not " the union of the two usual xpovoi ttoSlkol 
into one, a noi-oxpoi-o"," as Goodell, Chapters on Greek Metric, p. 195, following Grenfell and 
Hunt, loc. cit,, p. 20. 
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Again, as in the case of sound not every combination of two 
tones constitutes a concord, so in the case of time not every com- 
bination of two times (or division of one time into two) constitutes 
a rhythm. In the domain of pitch certain ratios exist between 
the sets of vibrations producing two concordant sounds : one vibra- 
tion to one vibration produces the concord of the prime ; 1 : 2, the 
concord of the octave; 2:3, the concord of the fifth; 3:4, the con- 
cord of the fourth; 4:5, the (imperfect) concord of the third; etc. 
So — and the comparison is of course merely by way of illustra- 
tion — in the domain of time, to constitute a rhythm a certain 
quantitative ratio must exist between the two parts of the foot. 
Nor will mere ratio answer the purpose in the latter case any more 
than in the former. For, obviously, if we reduce the common 
divisor sufficiently, approaching the infinitesimal if necessary, 
the relation of any two periods of time is rendered rational. But 
more than this, a ratio between two time-lengths may be clearly 
perceived to exist (through computation in time-units, as for 
example l-fl-fl + l:l) and yet no rhythm be present. Only 
certain specific time-ratios, which are experimentally ascertained, 
give pleasure and satisfaction to the human sense. Not merely, 
therefore, is there no such thing as "irrational rhythm," but by 
no means all rationally divided times constitute rhythms." 

A rhythm (^pvd/j-o^) may accordingly be defined as a period of 
time divided into two parts (no matter by what means the three 
limits are marked, and whether each part is in itself continuous 
or discrete) which sustain to each other a quantitative ratio satis- 
fying to the human sense of harmony in time. 

In a wider and somewhat looser sense, we may speak of a 
rhythm as consisting of successive repetitions of the same indi- 
vidual rhythm. Thus let the numeral 2 represent a period of 
time twice the length of another period represented by the num- 
eral 1, and assume that the ratio 2:1 is rhythmical: the foot 2:1 
will constitute a rhythm; and we may employ the term also to 
designate a succession of such identical feet, 2:1, 2:1, 2:1, 2:1, 
2:1. Except, however, in these two senses, the use of the expres- 
sion "o rhythm" is illegitimate and misleading. 

1' It is almost superfluous to point out in this connection that facts which require 
instruments for their discernment have no place in the study of rhythm. 
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The question then arises, What are the rhythmical ratios ? 
Now, just as certain combinations of two sounds are immediately 
and independently harmonious, whereas others only become so 
through resolution ; so, in the domain of time, certain foot-divisions 
are independently rhythmical, whereas others are such only when 
occurring in subordination to the independent rhythms. 

Let the diagram A represent any period of time with marked 
beginning and end. 

^ I I 

Then let the figures B, C, and D represent various divisions of 
that time into two parts. 

B I I 1 

O I I I 

D \ \ I 



Though the diagrams exhibit dimensions of space, and we must 
guard against the mistake of confusing symmetry in space with 
rhythm in time, the reader will have surmised that the ratios rep- 
resented in the above divisions, which are both easily apprehended 
and pleasing, are such as yield rhythms in time. They are the 
simple ratios, 1:1, 1 : 1 J or 2:3, and 1:2. These are the only ratios 
which according to Aristoxenus are independently rhythmical. 

It must be emphasized in passing that it is an error to suppose 
that the sense apprehends the proportions of these rhythms by 
computation, through some such process as mental "beating time," 
and that that apprehension constitutes the foot rhythmical. On 
the contrary, it employs directly the very faculty which enables 
us to beat time. For let the reader ask himself how the musician 
knows when to come in with his "three" when beating "one, two, 
three." The ratios 1:2 and 2:3 are determined as directly as is 
that of 1:1. But the faculty may be employed for different pur- 
poses; as the command of the interval of the fifth may be used to 
produce a concord or to measure off successive fifths. Beating 
time, 1+1 + 1+1 + 1+1 . . . . , differs from the rhythm 1:1, 
1:1, 1:1, in precisely the same way that a progression 1+2 + 4 + 
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8 + 16+32 .... differs from the rhythm 1:2, 1:2, 1:2. Beat- 
ing time is a mechanical device for insuring the correct reading 
of a musical composition that is graphically described in a net- 
work of equal time-units. The boy on the street, who proceeds to 
whistle the air with all the rhythm it contains, neither hears nor 
knows the time-beats. And the musician himself has no diffi- 
culty in subdividing the time-unit into definite proportions with- 
out marking subordinate time.'^ 

Now let the diagram E represent another division of the time- 
period A. 

E I ! I 

Here the ratio will not be immediately evident, and even when it 
has been indirectly ascertained, it does not, if the foot stand alone, 
satisfy the sense of proportion. But let this foot be assigned a 
definite period of time, absolutely determined by the proportions 
of a larger foot, as in the diagram F, 



F 



and we take pleasure in the ratio 3:1. 

There are, then, certain ratios which are immediately and 
independently rhythmical (^evpvO/jtoi), and there are others which 
are only made so by "resolution." The feet exhibiting the former 
ratios may be employed continuously (o-ui/e^w?) in a rhythmical 
composition; those exhibiting the latter can be employed only 
sporadically and subordinately. Thus the diagrams O, H, and I 
represent rhythms: 

Foot 1:1 

Foot 2:3 

Foot 1:2 

whereas the diagram J does not: 

J |=S^^IHC=HHi^^==H^^HM Foot 1:3 

12 The other purpose which beating-time serves, namely, that of keeping a namber of 
performers in the tempo desired, has nothing to do with proportions of time. 
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It should be added with regard to the former, that each foot in 
the several rhythms G, H, I, is entirely independent of its 
neighbors. No two feet need equal each other in time. The 
tempo may be changed with the beginning of every foot, and the 
rhythm will not be affected in the least. But the tempo cannot 
be changed in the middle of a foot without destroying or altering 
the rhythm. In fact, this is the surest method of determining 
what really constitutes the rhythmic base of a composition. 

Allowing for the different sequence of parts, and bearing in 
mind that the numerals represent proportions and not discrete 
quantities, the independently rhythmical feet are seen to be time- 
periods divided into two parts as follows: 

1:1 dactylic foot 

2:3 paeonic a minore 

3:2 paeonic o majore 

1:2 iambic a minore 

2:1 iambic a majoj-e^' 

Thus far we have said nothing of the means whereby time- 
divisions are effected. Though the rhythm consists of the divided 
time, time cannot divide itself (o fiev y^povoi; avTo'; axnov ov Tefivei) . 
The division must be effected by means of some phenomenon 
occurring in time. Nevertheless, since any phenomenon whatso- 
ever that can divide time distinctly can be employed to produce 
rhythm, we do well not to introduce the phenomenal agent into 
our definition of rhythm. To mention music, or language, or 
dancing, or steps, or notes, or accents, in a definition of rhythm, 
would be as grave a fault as the introduction of the pianoforte or 
the violin or the human voice into a definition of harmony. 

13 That the rhythmic /oof is in principle something wholly different from the meosiire of 
modern music, will be immediately evident when it is pointed out that a continuous paeonic 
rhythm is not insured by composing in "£ time," any more than a continuous iambic 
rhythm is insured by composing in "| time.'' The continuous rhythms of most modern 
compositions written in i time are dactylic, not iambic. So 5 time may yield a continuous 

2 
rhythm that is only dactylic, 5:5. For continuous paeonic rhythm, measures of - time 

must be regularly paired with measures of - time. In other words, there must invariably 
be a diaeresis after the second as well as after the fifth of every five time-units throughout 
the composition ; or else invariably a diaeresis after the third and fifth of every five time- 
units throughout the composition. 
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The division of time by means of phenomena may occur in 
one of two ways: (1) The phenomenon may have measurable dura- 
tion {^fipefila) , in which case the beginning and the end of the 
phenomenon divide time at two points and determine a definite 
time-period. Or (2) — -and here we are on ground not covered, 
but only faintly alluded to, in the extant writings of Aristoxenus — 
the phenomenon may be instantaneous, in which case it divides 
time at one point only and determines one boundary of a time- 
period. In the first case, it is the duration of the phenomenon 
that measures the time; in the second case, it is the interval 
between one phenomenon and the next that measures the time. 
The notes of an organ are phenomena of the first kind. The 
beats of a drum are phenomena of the second kind." The ordi- 
nary performance upon the pianoforte combines both species of 
phenomena. 

In actual practice there is little difference in the rhythmic 
capacity of the two classes of phenomena. For the end of one 
measurable phenomenon is treated as synchronous with the begin- 
ning of the next, while the time which actually elapses between 
one phenomenon and the next is neglected, as %/3oVo9 a'^vmaTot 
Sia a-ficKponjTa. On the other hand, each instantaneous phenom- 
enon after the first serves at once to close one interval and to 
open the next. It should be observed, however, that in producing 
rhythm by instantaneous phenomena, since each succeeding phe- 
nomenon is interpreted (like the first) as introducing a time- 
interval, the close of a final time-period must be left to the 
imagination. 

The two methods of marking time-periods may accordingly 
be represented as follows: 

By measurable phenomena, 

By instantaneous phenomena. III: 

The act of dividing time by means of phenomena into propor- 
tions constituting rhythm is rhythmopoiia (jj pvOfj-oiroiia). A 
specific division of time into such proportions is a rhythmopoiia 

^*That the reverberations of a drum-beat may continue for an appreciable length of 
time is irrelevant to the point in hand ; it is the instant of loudest {N, B., not an indeter- 
minate period of louder) sound that effects the rhythmic division. 
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{^pv6 fioTToUa) , and the result of it is a rhythmopoietic scheme 
(o-^^/tta T?5? pv6 fJi.OTroiCa<i^ , 

We have seen that there are certain divisions of time which 
every rhythmopoiia must necessarily effect. They are the divi- 
sions which yield the whole foot and its two component parts. 
The time-periods thus delimited are the ;^/3oVot ttoBikol of Ari- 
stoxenus. For a given rhythm the determinate XP°^°'- "TohiKoC are 
essential and unchangeable. Thus let 3:2, 3:2, 3:2 represent a 
three-foot paeonic rhythm; the time represented by each numeral 
is a chronos podikos and must be kept distinct. 

On the other hand, there is no reason why, within the strictly 
observed boundaries of the individual chronos podikos, supple- 
mentary divisions should not be made. Thus the rhythmopoiia 
will establish the proportions of the paeonic foot quite as well 
by the four quantities 1 + 1 + 1:2 as by the two quantities 3 : 2. 
But — and this is a point of the utmost importance — such subdi- 
vision of a chronos podikos has not the least effect upon the 
rhythm of the foot to which it belongs. That particular rhythm 
knows only the time- value of the chronos podikos represented by 
the numeral 3. The three commensurate parts into which the 
rhythmopoiia has divided it are not functions of the foot, but 
time-divisions peculiar to the rhythmopoiia {jx^povoi, t^? pvd fioTrouaf 
iSioi). The rhythmopoiia may divide the chronos podikos into 
(or may construct it of) any number of separate time-lengths, if 
only these are all palpably commensurate and together yield one 
of the time-values demanded by the rhythm. 

It is apparent, therefore, that we may have varying rhythmo- 
poiiai for the same rhythm. Thus the rhythm 8:2 may be 
effected by division of time through the rhythmopoiia in any 
one of the following ways: 3:2, 3:1 + 1, 1 + 1 + 1:2, 2 + 1:2, 
1+2:2, 1 + 1+1:1 + 1, 2 + 1:1 + 1, 1+2:1 + 1. All these 
are but different schemes ((r%77/LiaTo) of the same foot, yielding 
the same rhythm. Nor need the rhythmopoiia stop here. Subject 
only to the limitations of the human perception, it may continue 
to subdivide the chronoi podikoi (or, what amounts to the same 
thing, to expand the foot) indefinitely; for example, § + ^+i + 
l + l + l : 1+1+1 = 2 + 1 + 1 + 2 + 2 + 1 : 3 + 1 + 2. For, 
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strictly speaking, a foot has absolute magnitude as little as has 
a rhythm; though for practical purposes we distinguish between 
feet of similar rhythm but varying magnitudes. 

The smallest perceptibly definite quantity of time that can be 
employed in the rhythmopoiia of any foot (whether as an inde- 
pendent chronos podikos or as the fraction of one) is called by 
Aristoxenus the %jOoVo? tt/xuto?. Of course such a quantity will 
^be palpably rational of necessity only as regards the ttou? iv ^ 
reraKTai. 

A chronos podikos subdivided into XP°'^'"- '''V'> pvd fx.oiroUa'i 'iScoi 
is XP°^°^ (Tvv6ero<i, a composite or discrete time; one that is not 
so divided is XP°''°'' ciavv6eTo<;, a simple or continuous time. The 
Xpovo<; avvderof is to be sharply distinguished from the irow 
avvdero';, which will presently be defined. 

This brings us to the subject of complex rhythm. A %/>o'j/o? 
a-vv6€T0<; or composite time may be constituted in either one of 
two ways. It may be composed of simple times (%/3o'i/ot) ; or it 
may be composed of the chronoi podikoi of one or more subordi- 
nate feet. Thus let 5:5 represent a dactylic foot. The rhythmo- 
poiia might give usl + l-|-l + l + l:5. Here the second chronos 
podikos is continuous (atrvi/^ero?), while the first is composed of 
simple, equal but rhythmless, times. But the rhythmopoiia might 
also render the foot (2:3): 5. Here the first (dactylic) chronos 
podikos consists of a subordinate paeonic foot, and we have a 
rhythm within a rhythm. The process might be continued, as 
in (2:[2:1]):5; where It (the superior rhythm) is 1:1, dactylic; 
r, (the primary subordinate rhythm) is 2:3, paeonic; and r^ (the 
secondary subordinate rhythm) is 2:1, iambic.'* 

When each chronos podikos of a foot is resolved into one or 
more subordinate rhythms, the foot is compound (ttow <tvv6€to<;) . 
A point to be emphasized is, that just as one chronos podikos of 
a foot may be composite while the other is not, so one chronos 

15 Whether a composite time consists of simple equal times or of subordinate chronoi 
podikoi, is sometimes difficult to determine. Whereas in the case of the continuous inde- 
pendent rhythm 2:1, 2:1, 2:1, for example, the scheme 1 — 1 — 1 will perforce be interpreted 
1 + 1:1; when the question is one of subordinate (and so not necessarily continuous) 
rhythm, the quantity will be interpreted 1 -f 1 + 1 in the absence of several parallel sections 
furnishing the cue for the rhythm 2 : 1 or 1 : 2. A composite time 1 + 1 is of course not to be 
distinguished from 1 : 1. 



184 Rhythms of the Ancient Hebrews 

podikos or fraction thereof may be resolved into one species of 
rhythm, and another into another species. In other words, it is 
by no means necessary that the subordinate rhythms of one and 
the same rhythmic stratum should be identical; in fact, unless 
they belong to the independent class (see above, p. 178) they 
must needs vary. So the rhythmopoiia of a dactylic foot might 
compound it thus, (3:1) : (2:1 + 1). Here R is 1:1, and r is 
first 3:1 and then 1:1. This fact alone indicates that the only 
safe method in the analysis of rhythm is to proceed from the 
top down, and not, as is the custom in Greek metrics, from the 
bottom up. 

We may go farther and affirm that the various subordinate 
rhythms need not even exhibit a common divisor. A dactylic 
foot a. -a, for example, may have its first chronos podikos subdi- 
vided so as to form a dactylic rhythm, and its second so as to 
form an iambic rhythm, {^a:^a):{^a:^a). The reader may 
convince himself by the simplest experiment that he has no diffi- 
culty in dividing automatically, and without beating "-^^ Takt," 
one of two equal time-units into dactylic and the other into iambic 
proportions. This perfectly rational compound foot is common in 
the trimeter of Greek drama, where no end of trouble has arisen 
from the erroneous assumption of an iambic base, whereas the 
real rhythmic base is dactylic, though with prevailingly iambic 
subordinate rhythm.'* 

We have described the subdivisions of the chronos podikos, 
which Aristoxenus affirms are not functions of the foot but time- 
divisions peculiar to the rhythmopoiia. We omitted to say, how- 
ever, that those subdivisions are not the only XP'^^°'' ''"'?'> pvOfioTrouav 
'iSiot. Corresponding to those time-divisions which are fractions 
of the rhythmic quantum (the chronos podikos), there are other 
time-divisions which are multiples of the rhythmic quantum (the 

16 The hopeless difficulty into which one falls regarding the simplest matters when 
analyzing rhythm wrong end foremost, is well illustrated by a note of Goodell's, loc. cit., 
p. 146, " How we are to explain the apparent discrepancy between this statement [that 
the dactyl might not exceed in magnitude sixteen xpoi'oi Trpwroi] and the unquestionable 
occurrence of dactylic pentapodies I do not yet know," quoting the familiar refrain of 
the Agamemnon, 

alKivov al\tvov eiwe, TO 6' ev VLKaTto, 

The explanation is most simple. The quantity is not a dactyl, but a compound paeon, 
which might have the magnitude of twenty-live xpovot. irpwrot. 
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foot). A ^poVo? Tr)? pv6fio7roL(a<; tSto? of the former class is said 
to depart from the rhythmic quantum cttI to fiiKpov. One of 
the latter class is said to depart from it evrl to ni'^a. We have 
Aristoxenic terms for two such XP°'^°'' '"i'^ pvOfiorroUa'; 'ihioi irapak- 
\dcraovTe<; rk r&v 'x^povav iroSiKoJv fiejedrj eVl to fieya. A section 
of rhythmopoiia which embraces two feet of the same rhythm is 
a ^vv^vyia. One that embraces three (or more) feet of the same 
rhythm is a TrepioSoi. So in the Oxyrhynchus papyrus, col. iii, 
the two dactylic feet — the feet are the times, not the text — 

2 1 2 1 2 13 

jSttTE /3aT€ KuOtv at 

2 1 2 12 1 

constitute a ^vv^vyia. The quantity /3aTe ^are KuOev would be 
a 7re/3tbSo9 if it were the actual rhythmopoietic section — ^ which it 
is not, for that would leave a rhythmless monochronon hanging 
loose ; wherefore Aristoxenus speaks of it as Tre/jtoSwSeV ri." 

The end of a syzygy or period may be evidenced by some 
peculiarity in the rhythmopoietic scheme of the closing foot ; for 
example : 

Twosyzygies: (2:1):(2:1), (2:1):3, (2:1):(2:1), (1 + 1:1):3 

Two periods: 2:1 + 1, 2:1 + 1, 2:2, 2:1 + 1, 2:1 + 1, 2:1 + 1, 2:2 

or it may be indicated by the mere suspension or cessation of the 
rhythmopoiia : " 

Two syzygies: 1 + 1:2, 1+1:2 ... . 1+1:2, 1 + 1:2 ... . 
Two periods: 1:2, 1:2, 1:2 ... . 1:2, 1:2, 1:2 .... 

We must be careful not to mistake such a quantity as (2:1 + 1) + 
(2:1+1) :4'' for a period; for its final time is no kind of a foot, 
but a mere 'x^povo'; ttoSiko? aavvderoii. The whole quantity is an 
iambic foot, with one of its chronoi podikoi resolved into subor- 
dinate, dactylic rhythms. 

1' Grenfell and Hnnt (loc. cit., p. 18), assisted by Blase, quantify 

3 1 2 1 2 1 2 
jSaTC jSare xeiOev at 

which gives one monochronon and three iambi, although Aristoxenus expressly adduces 
thid example to prove to tiovoxpovov oiKeiorepoc rov Tpoxai'tou I 

18 Suspension of rhythmopoiia should not be confused with " enrhythmic pause," which 
is suspension of a particular rhythmizomeuon, while the rhythmopoiia continues without 
intermission. 

iSEendered, for example, by half a so-called" elegiac pentameter." 
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The rhythmical arts of ancient Greece were three: melody, 
poetry, and the dance. According to Aristoxenus, the first- 
employed, as the phenomena of rhythmopoiia, tones ((f>d6yyoi) 
of measurable duration; the second employed syllables (^vXXa- 
ySai) of measurable duration; and the third employed poses 
(^crx.'ntJ^aTay of measurable duration. Tones, syllables, or poses, 
arranged and timed so as to yield rhythm, were said to be rhythm- 
ized [f)vd/xi^ea0ac), and the act of so arranging and timing them 
was called rhythmization (to pvO/Mi^eiv). A series of tones, sylla- 
bles, or poses, employed to efiPect rhythm, was spoken of collectively 
as the rhythmizomenon [to pvd/jii^o/ievov). Language considered 
merely as matter for rhythmization Aristoxenus called lexis (^ 
Xe|t?) ; and any specific quantity of it, a lexis (Xeft?). 

Rhythmization as a concept must be clearly distinguished 
from rhythmopoiia, however completely the two processes may 
appear to coincide in a certain concrete action. Rhythmization 
has regard to the molding of a given material or the disposition 
of its parts so as to meet the requirements of a certain form. 
Rhythmization must always reckon with the character of the 
material, and must stop short of any procedure that tends to 
obscure or destroy that character. Rhythmopoiia, on the other 
hand, has regard solely to the determination and realization of 
the form, by whatever means. 

From the elements of the dance were derived the terms em- 
ployed by Aristoxenus to designate each of the two parts of the 
rhythmic foot, as well as the term "foot" itself, and doubtless 
also the terms "syzygy" and "period." 

In each pose (o-p^^jj/ua) of the dance, the foot — which foot, is 
immaterial — was either held on the ground or held suspended 
in the air. The position of the foot during the duration of 
the pose was called the a-rjfielov, that is, the mark or index of 
the pose. The semeion which consisted of the uplifted foot was 
the dpa-i';; that which consisted of the resting or treading foot 
was the ^da-i<;. Neither in the terminology of the dance, nor in 
the derived terminology of rhythmical science in general, did the 

20 It need not be pointed out that this is an altogether different application of the 
word trxrf^a from that we noticed above in the phrase o-xijj^a t^s putf^oirott'as. 
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terms "arsis" and "basis" refer to the act of lifting or lowering 
the foot. The times consumed in such transition from one 
position of the foot to the other were disregarded, as mere hounds 
of the rhythmic time-lengths (aa-Trep opoi rcvh oVre? tcov vtto twv 
■^pefM&v Karexofievtov y^povaiv^ . 

Because the foot was employed to mark time in connection with 
the other rhythmical arts, the above-mentioned terms were adopted 
in the analysis of all rhythms: "foot" to designate the entire 
rhythmic unit, "semeion" to designate each separate chronos 
podikos, and "arsis" and "basis" to designate the antithetical 
semeia. Other names for these last occur in the writings of 
Aristoxenus : 17 apai'; = to avca = 6 ova ■)(p6vo<; = the time during 
which the foot is up; rj /Sao-t? = to /tarco ^ 6 kutw xP<^vo<; = the 
time during which the foot is down. A glance at the lexicon 
suffices to show that there is no reason for rendering these expres- 
sions the upward time and the downward time; compare especially 
such terms as ot dvco, the living, oi kutco, the dead, o avco toVo?, 
the high region, oi av<o deoC, the gods above. The Greeks of the 
days of Aristoxenus did not beat time; they held time. 

In marking the times of a rhythm it was of course most natural 
that when, as in the iambic and paeonic rhythms, one chronos 
podikos was longer than the other, the longer of the two times 
should be marked by basis (the grounded foot), and the shorter 
by arsis (the uplifted foot) . Equally natural was it that when, 
in dactylic rhythms, the rhythmopoiia almost regularly alternated 
discrete with continuous times, the continuous times should be 
marked by basis, and the discrete times by arsis. If there was a 
thing in the world with which basis (the ^eW of later writers) 
had no connection whatever in the days of Aristoxenus, it was 
stress. The unspeakable beauties of graduated thumping the 
Greeks still left to be enjoyed by barbarians. 

To avoid confusion in so summary a statement, I have thus far 
refrained from alluding to the auxiliary semeia and resultant 
additional chronoi podikoi of the larger iambic and paeonic (but 
never of the dactylic) feet of Greek rhythmics. Such an iambic 
foot had its longer chronos podikos regularly subdivided into two 
equal parts (foot = 1:1 + 1 or 1+1:1), making three chronoi 
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podikoi and three semeia to the foot; so that successive feet were 
marked alternately by arsis, basis, arsis and basis, arsis, basis. 
No better evidence could be desired of the utter absence of the 
dynamic element in the antithesis of basis and arsis. Similarly 
the larger paeons had each of their chronoi podikoi regularly sub- 
divided iato two parts, those of the shorter chronos podikos being 
equal, and those of the longer sustaining to each other the relation 
of two to one, making in all four chronoi podikoi and four semeia 
to the foot; for example in the foot 1+1:2+1, basis, arsis, long 
basis, arsis.'^^ These auxiliary semeia and subdivisions of the 
primary chronoi podikoi were mere conveniences of measurement, 
in order that to tov oXov ttoSo? fieyeOo^ evervvoTTTOTepov <yivrjTai. 
They were aids to the perception of relative duration, and do not 
in the least alter the fact that the rhythm of the foot was con- 
ceived to depend upon the quantitative ratio between its two prin- 
cipal sections and upon that alone. In other words, for purposes 
of appraisement only, the continuity of time in certain magnitudes 
was required to be regularly broken at other stated points besides 
the rhythmic diaeresis. 

It remains to point out the source of the "irrational rhythm" 
or "Rhythmus des gesagten Verses" which Westphal fathered 
upon Aristoxenus.^'' To do this we must take leave of the domain 
of time and rhythm in which we have been occupied, and journey 
into the Harmonics of Aristoxenus, where the subject under con- 
sideration is pitch and tone. 

Wenn die Griechen ihre Verse recitirten [says Westphal], so brachten 
sie von der Versification mix die rhythmischen Accente zu Gehor; aber 
was die Zeitdauer der einzelnen Sylben anbetraf, so verweilte auf keiner 
derselben die Stimme des Vortragenden lange genug, dass der Horende 
sich des Verhaltnisses zwischen der verschiedenen Zeitdauer der Sylben 

21 Among the less muddled statements of Aristides Qulntilianus is one indicating that a 

larger paeon was called en-i^aro?, ineiSiq Terpatri xfnofjievos fJ-epetTLV ex SifOi^ dpaetjjv Kol Svolv 5ia<^o. 

ftolf Oeo-ewc yiVfTat ; and another to the effect that a short paeon fita-yvios fiiv ovv elpyjTai olov 
Si'yutos Sua yap xpTfTaL crTj^Lteiot? (Meibom, p. 39). Regarding the latter Goodell complains {loc, 
cit., p. 148) that "as it stands the last clause fits no interpretation of o-Tj^eia that I am ac- 
quainted with." It fits perfectly the only correct interpretation of the Aristoxenic trrnjueZov, 
which, however, it must be added, Aristides himself is not always clear about. 

22 Aristoxenoa von Tarent, I, pp. 223 ff. ; II, pp. cxlvi ff., cxcii f . ; Griechische Rhythmih 
(Rossbach-Westphal, Tfieorie der musischen Kiinste der Hellenen^ I), pp. 42 ff. ; Westphal- 
Gleditsch, Atlgemeine Theorie der griechiechen Metrik^ p. 7. 



William E. Arnold 189 

bewusst werden konnte; die Sprechstimme macht, vvie Aristoxenos sagt, 
den Eindruck des Continuirlichen im Gegensatze zur Singstimme, welche 
auf den einzelnen Sylben eine messbare Zeit hindurch verweilt. 

The foundation of this opinion of Westphal's, which continues 
to be quite generally accepted among classical scholars at the 
present time, is the following passage in the Harmonics: 

First of all, then, we must attempt to ascertain the varieties of motion 
as to place (aii-^s t^s Kara TOTTov Ktv^creajs).^' Every voice*'' that is capable 
of such motion has two distinct kinds of movement, the continuous 
(cruvex^s) movement and the movement hy intervals (SuicrTrjiJMTiKrj). In 
the continuous movement the voice seems to the senses to traverse a 
certain range of pitch as if tarrying nowhere — not even, so far as the 
ear can discern, at the extremities of the range — but changing position 
continuously up to the very moment of silence. In the other movement, 
which we call movement by intervals, it seems to behave in the opposite 
manner: for, striding through a given range, it arrests itself on one pitch- 
level, then again on another; and doing this continuously — I am here, 
of course, using "continuously" in its ordinary sense, of time — that is, 
stepping over the intervals bounded by the pitch-levels, but dwelling on 
the pitch-levels themselves and sounding these alone, it is said to make 
melody and to be moving by intervals. 

Each of these must be taken as it impresses the ear. For whether 
it is possible or impossible for a voice to move and then to arrest itself 
upon a definite pitch-level, is an entirely independent inquiry, and one 
that does not concern the present discipline.^^ For whatever may be the 
correct conclusion on those points,^* it cannot affect in any way the 
differentiation of the melic movement of the voice from its other move- 
ments. Speaking simply, whenever the voice changes its altitude in such 
fashion as to seem to the ear to rest nowhere, we call its movement con- 
tinuous; and whenever, after seeming to rest at a certain level, it seems 
to traverse a given interval, and then again seems to rest at another level, 
and continues to the end to seem to do the one thing and the other alter- 
nately, we call its movement movement by intervals. 

23 That is, change of altitude or movement in the domain of pitch. 

24 To avoid raising a question that is immaterial to the present discussion, I follow 
Westphal and Macran in rendering ^ ifiutvri the voice, though I suspect that throughout the 
greater part of tbis section it has the more general meaning of sound. 

25 HaTing regard to such objections as that sound is but the product of motion, or that 
continued motion is necessary to maintain even stative pitch. These are questions, he 
rejoins, for the physicist, not for the musician. Westphal afflrms that Aristoxenus is rele- 
gating the questions to the discipline of rhythmics I 

26 The troublesome clause to 5e Kuvrjuai Toiiriui' iKirepav is not improved by the suggested 
emendations of Meibom, Marquard,Westphal, or Macran. The simplest and most satisfactory 
solution is to construe it as subject of the following verb : oirorepus -yip Ixei to m^^trai tovtoii- 

eKarcpof 
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Now, the continuous movement we affirm to be that of speech; for 
when we converse with each other the voice moves in the domain of 
pitch in such a manner as to seem never to rest at any point. With the 
other movement, which we call movement by intervals, the opposite is 
the natural condition of things; for firstly the voice there seems to rest, 
and then all men affirm of one who appears to be making such use of 
his voice that he no longer speaks but sings. Wherefore in conversation 
we shun stative pitch, except when on rare occasions we are forced into 
that kind of movement by some strong emotion; whereas in singing we 
do the opposite, shunning the continuous movement and aiming to keep 
the voice as stationary as possible. For just in proportion as each sound 
is unmixed and stative and identical throughout, will the singing appear 
to the senses to be perfect. That there are, then, two distinct movements 
of the voice in the domain of pitch, and that of these the continuous 
movement is that of speech and the movement by intervals that of song, 
is plain enough from what has been said.^' 

The doctrine here set forth is perfectly clear. Put into 
succinct modern language it is this: The course of the speaking 
voice in the domain of pitch cannot at any stage be reproduced 
upon the pianoforte, but requires the violin, with the finger of 
the left hand gliding along the string as continuously as does the 
bow athwart it. That of song, on the other hand, is such that 
the finger on the reproducing violin-string moves swiftly from 
one point to another and tarries, now here, now there, to emit 
tones that can be reproduced upon a pianoforte. Occasionally, 
when swayed by exceptional emotion, a man does introduce into 
his speech tones that might be reproduced upon a pianoforte, but 
only sporadically. If, instead of employing such tones sporadi- 
cally, he does so continuously, he ceases even to declaim and 
begins to sing. 

Whether or not the observations made by Aristoxenus, with no 
instrument but his well-trained ear, are corroborated by modern 
science, is a matter that does not concern us. It is sufficient that 
we understand what he did his best to say. 

And now, what has all this to do with rhythm, rational or 
irrational ? What has the distinction between gliding and stative 
pitch to do with the duration of syllables, whether "spoken" or 

2' The above is my own rendering of the Greek text, Macran, pp. 101 S. ; Westphal, II, 
pp. 10 f . ; Meibom, pp. 8 ff. 



William K. Arnold 191 

"sung" ? Simply nothing at all.'' All that this section tells us 
is that the acute accent of Greek speech was not a high note 
but an upward note, and the grave accent not a low note but a 
downward note, and that every syllable was marked by either the 
one or the other or by a combination of both.^° 

But if it must be admitted that the alleged direct evidence of 
the Harmonics for an Aristoxenic "irrational rhythm" is non- 
existent, does not Aristoxenus in his treatise on rhythm make 
explicit mention of an irrational foot? To be sure he does, but 
in a connection which prevented even Westphal from claiming it 
as evidence for his "Rhythmus des gesagten Verses." A foot as 
such is merely a period of time divided into two parts. It is the 
first requisite toward the realization of rhythm, but by no means 
the only one. For the production of rhythm there is required, 
besides a period of time divided into two parts, (1) a palpable 
ratio between these two parts, and (2) that the ratio satisfy the 
sense of rhythm, or harmony in time. Accordingly, before pro- 
ceeding to enumerate the rhythmical ratios, he attempts to make 
as plain as possible the condition of rationality within the mean- 
ing of the discipline of rhythmics. To meet this condition it is 
not sufficient that there be a theoretical common divisor; which, 
as observed above, would render any conceivable foot rational. 
The common divisor must be a quantity actually capable of 
employment in the rhythmopoiia of the foot ; it must be at least 
the ;;^jOoVo9 tt/jcoto?, or smallest perceptibly commensurate quantity. 
To make his point clear to his contemporaries, immersed as they 

28 It is of course possible to explain how Westphal came by his curious blunder. But 
the bfist thing to do with an absurdity is to bury it. One error that must be corrected, 
however, since it is provocative of serious mischief and persists even among those few who 
have questioned Westphal's teaching, is the assumption of a scale of pitch for tlie speaking 
voice. In the case of Weil, Westphal's first challenger, the error proved fatal. Goodell, 
who interprets the theory of Aristoxenus correctly enough a little farther on, begins by 
saying that in this section "it is the movement of the voice up and down the scale that is 

under examination There are two kinds of tune, two kinds of movement up and down 

the scale " {loc. cit., p. 121). On the contrary, according to Aristoxenus, speech recognizes 
no scale of pitch, and has none, but only (so to speak) an inclined plane; and song differs 
from speech primarily in that it makes a scale. 

29 Very incidentally, we are allowed an inference as to the relative duration of the 
syllables of Greek speech which is in diametrical opposition to the doctrine of Westphal. 
Chinese modulations of tone are not easily detected in any but our very longest Germanic 
syllables, whereas Aristoxenus gives the impression of propounding a truth neither remote 
nor diflBcult of verification by the most unobserving of his hearers. There cannot be the 
slightest doubt that the average length of a Greek syllable in ancient times was consid* 
erably greater than that of modern Greek or any other stress-accentuating language. 
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were in the normal rationalities of quantifying speech as well as 
of song and dancing, he essays to describe for their benefit an 
irrational foot in positive terms. And to do this he is forced 
to the following shift: Take, he says, a foot in which the basis 
(thesis) is equal to the arsis, and each has the value of two 
chronoi protoi; then take another foot in which the basis is like- 
wise equivalent to two chronoi protoi, but the arsis is half that 
quantity: an irrational foot will be one in which, while the basis 
remains the same as in those two feet, the arsis is the mean 
between the arsis of the one and the arsis of the other — that is, 
equals one chronos protos and a half,^" a quantity which by defi- 
nition the sense is incapable of appraising so as to determine 
whether it is or is not one and a half times the chronos protos. 
It was the easiest thing in the world to adduce for a Greek audi- 
ence a foot that, though rational, was not rhythmical ; but a foot 
that was not rational could only be pointedly described by some 
such indirection. That such a foot had no positive function, it 
was unnecessary to affirm; and that it could have no possible 
place in rhythm, except as an exhibition of "bad time," went 
without saying." Empirically, then, there is such a thing as a 
bad or unrhythmical foot. But in the rhythm of Aristoxenus 
there were neither irrational rhythms nor irrational feet. Witness 
the following emphatic declaration, which may well be allowed to 
ring in our ears as we pass from the Hellenic to the Hebraic field: 

oifjLai /x£v ovv (pavepov elvai croi on oiScv 7rpo(T\pwfjLiOa t<S aTrtipiit Trpos 
TrjV (^pv6fJ.iKrjv) €TnaT-qfi.rjV, cl Se /jur] vvv lorai <j>av€pu>Ta.TOv. ovre yap 
iroSas crvvTiOe/jLcv Ik yfiovmv airupiav, dXA.' ec iipi<Tp.ivwv KoX ■K(.irtpa(Tfji.ivii>v 
fieyeOei T€ koI apid/JiiS Kal ry irpos oAAt^Aoxjs cvfifJierpLa t£ koI Tti^ei, ovTi 
pvOfiov ovSe'va toiovtov 6p!ofji,€v SrjXov Se. etwep /JirjSi iroSa, oiSe 
pvO/xov, fTTCtSJ) Trarres ol pvOp-ol Ik iroSmv Tivtov (TvyK€ivTai.^^ 

^0 Goodell's objection Uoc. cit., pp. 111 f.) that this intftrpretation malces the foot rational 
in the ratio of 4: 3, will not hold ; for it makes it not palpably, but only theoretically rational, 
which is exactly the irrationality that Aristoxenus is laboring to illustrate — the only kind 
of irrationality there is. Goodell has tripped over Westphal's erroneous identification of 
the xpovoq TrpwTos with the time-unit of the modern measure. Of course, the use which 
Westphal himt^elf makes of these 4:3 halves of a chronos protos is utterly illegitimate. 

31 The sentence <aAetTai fi' oCto? x^P^^o^ aAoyos, added to Aristoxenus' example of the 
irrational foot, is an unmistakable gloss. For one thing, it has no antecedent; and for 
another, Aristoxenus is nowhere near the naming of magnitudes. 

32 Quoted by Porphyry (233-c. 304 A. D.) from a treatise of Aristoxenus nepl tov irputTov 
xpovov, in the former's commentary on the ' ApfioviKa of the astronomer Ptolemy. The 
quotation is printed in Westphal's Aristoxenos, XI, pp. 94 f. 



William E. Aenold 193 

Now I think you see clearly that we make no use whatever of the 
indeterminate in our science of rhythm ; and if that be not already clear, 
it will presently be perfectly so. For neither do we construct feet of 
indeterminate periods of time — but, on the contrary, of such as are 
definite and determinate, in duration and number, in reciprocal com- 
mensurateness and order — nor do we recognize any rhythm that is so 
constituted; demonstrably not: for, if we recognize no such foot, we can 
recognize no such rhythm, since all rhythms are made up of feet. 

The words I have italicized pronounce final sentence upon 
Westphal's "Rhythmus des gesagten Verses" and Sievers' "irra- 
tional rhythm.'"' 

The rhythm that we are to seek in the poetry of the Old 
Testament is therefore : A period of time divided into two pal- 
pably commensurate parts [of which each in itself may be either 
continuous or rationally discrete) sustaining to each other one 
of three ratios, 1:1, 2:3, or 1:2. And a Hebrew meter will be 
a definite form of Hebrew lexis capable of being timed to yield 
such a rhythm without doing violence to the character of the 
language. 

The Hebrew is not a quantifying language. Its syllables are 
not palpably commensurate, nor can they be made so without 
distorting them out of their natural character and destroying 
their identity. Whether their relative duration vary from 1 : 1 to 
1:5 (as Lanier affirmed of English syllables in his eiiort to prove 
them rational), or from 1:1 to 1:20,000 (as Westphal affirmed 
of German syllables in laboring to prove them irrational), it is 
not, and so long as the syllables preserve their linguistic identity 
cannot be, measured by the unaided senses. The same holds 
true of all the other elements of accentuating speech that have 
appreciable duration, whether parts of the syllable or compounds 
of it. The Hebrew language has, accordingly, no elements which 
may legitimately be employed as the measurable phenomena of 
rhythmopoiia. If the rhythm of Hebrew poetry depends upon 
the relative duration of its syllables, there is no rhythm in Hebrew 
poetry. 

33 They are omitted in Westphal's disingenuous rendering of the passage, Aristoxenos, I, 
p. 483. 
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But though the Hebrew cannot effect the definite divisions 
of time which are essential to rhythm by means of measurable 
phenomena, it can nevertheless effect them by means of 
instantaneous phenomena. Such phenomena are the accents, or 
points of distinct stress to and from which the language is con- 
stantly moving. And whereas the Hebrew will not endure the 
rationalization of its syllables, it will, like other accentuating lan- 
guages, not only endure but actually welcome such acceleration 
and retardation of utterance — which acceleration and retardation 
is possible precisely because the syllables have no prescribed pro- 
portionate quantity — as is required to make those points of stress 
fall at commensurate intervals of time. Moreover, it is not the 
degree of its intensity, but the moment of its incidence, in the 
consciousness of speaker and hearer, that gives to stress its 
rhythmic function. And whether it fall at the beginning, at 
the middle, or at the end of a syllable, the stress itself is always 
a momentary thing. Consequently, the only time-lengths that 
can contribute to the rhythm of Hebrew poetry are the intervals 
between accents. 

Now, so far as concerns the rhythm, it is not of the least 
consequence how the termini of syllables are distributed with 
regard to the accents. If it were physically possible for the voice 
to utter one syllable with five accents, the rhythmopoiia could 
employ the five definite intervals of time so determined for pur- 
poses of rhythm; if it were possible for the voice to utter twenty 
syllables with only two accents, the rhythmopoiia would be con- 
tent to make use of the two intervals so determined. As a matter 
of fact, it is not possible to bestow more than one accent upon a 
syllable without bringing into existence a second syllable,*** nor to 
pronounce more than a limited number of syllables under cover 
of a single accent. But these are facts of linguistics and pho- 
netics, and have nothing to do with rhythm. The syllables of 
accentuating poetry, being neither xpo'yot ttoSikoi nor ;^/3oVot ttji 
pvdiJiOTroiia<; iBioi, have no rhythmic function whatsoever. 

I say rhythmic function. And here a word of caution must 

311 refer, of course, to the syllable of actuality, not of epelling. For the scientific 
definition of a syllable, see Jespersen, Lehrbuch der Phonetik, Leipzig and Berlin, 1904 
pp. 191 fl. 
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be inserted, which perhaps should have been uttered earlier, in 
connection with the exposition of the Aristoxenic rhythmics. 
When we said that the feet 3 : 2 and 1 -(- 1 + 1 : 2 differ only in 
rhythmopoietic scheme and not at all in rhythm, it was not 
implied that the difference of rhythmopoietic scheme makes no 
impression upon the senses and does not influence the character 
of the rhythmical composition. Continuity and discreteness, as 
qualities, produce very different aesthetic effects upon the human 
spirit. The one gives the impression of stateliness, solemnity, 
restfulness, or melancholy; the other that of sprightliness, activity, 
perturbation, or hilarity. This effect of relative continuity or 
discreteness Aristoxenus calls the ethos (to fjdo';) of a movement, 
and intimates quite plainly that it is dependent upon rhythmo- 
poietic scheme. We may call it "color." Now, the antithetical 
chromatic effects of continuity and discreteness are so far from 
being moments of rhythm, that it is only because the rhythm is 
something other than they, that the impression of them exists at 
all. What gives different color to 1 + 1 + 1 and 3 is the very 
fact that the two quantities are rhythmically identical, and that 
within one and the same period (chronos podikos), as rhythmically 
determined, one rhythmopoiia makes two breaks in the continuity 
of time and the other makes none. 

In this connection, however, we have to note an important 
difference in the respective capacities and methods of rhythmo- 
poiia by means of quantifying lexis and rhythmopoiia by means 
of accentuating lexis. For obvious reasons, the quantities of the 
latter rhythmopoiia are normally discrete, the great mass of them 
exhibiting the scheme 1+1+1 ... . It does, indeed, admit 
of a limited variation of scheme ; so in the lines 

S6litude, romantic mfiid, Whether by n6dding t6wers you tr6ad 

the rhythmopoietic scheme is 2:1 + 1, 1 + 1:1 + 1; and in the lines 

Mdbel, Ifttle M4bel, With f^ce agSinst the pSne 

the scheme is 1 + 1:2, 1 + 1:2. But such limited variation of 
rhythmopoietic scheme cannot give much color to the compo- 
sition, especially in the face of the more or less obtrusive syllabi- 
fication of the lexis. For though entirely irrational, the syllables 
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of accentuating speech do nevertheless operate to color the rational 
time-lengths of the rhythmical composition. The manner of this 
will be made plain by means of a diagram. 

a b 

K 



In the diagram K the vertical lines represent the moments of 
stress, inclosing two palpably equal intervals of time, a and h. 
The horizontal lines represent six irrational syllables, tdtdtatatatd, 
which carry the three accents. It is apparent that the effect of 
continuity or discreteness is produced by the relative frequency 
of transition from one syllable to another, in spite of the fact that 
the syllables themselves are irrational, when the time-interval 
within which the transitions take place is palpably rational and 
so affords a definite basis for estimating the frequency of such 
transitions. We see, then, that whereas the syllables of accentu- 
ating speech may not be employed as rhythmopoietic time-lengths, 
under cover of rhythmopoiia they may exercise the same function 
as the syllables of quantifying speech so far as regards the purely 
chromatic effects of continuity and discreteness of time. 

But when all this has been said, it cannot be emphasized too 
strongly that the only rhythmic factors in accentuating verse 
are the rationally timed stress-accents. Both the rhythm and 
the rhythmopoiia of the following four couplets are accordingly 
identical throughoiit; the variation is merely in the chromatic 
rarefaction and condensation of the lexis. 

Rhythmopoiia: 1 + 1:1 + 1, 1 + 1:1 + 1 

The lively Udy Christa- b^l, Wh6m her father ISvea so w«ll, 

What makes her in the W(5od so late, A fiSrlong fr6m the castle gate ? 
Sh6 had dreams all y^ster- night 6f her <5wn betrothed knight ; 

And shfi in the midnight wi5od will prdy For the wSal of her Wver that's far away.^s 

As opposed to such versification as this, the so-called "regular 
meters" of modem accentuating verse yield not a superior rhythm 
(if such a thing as a superior rhythm can be conceived), but a 

35 Whether or no we approve of this rendition of the lines, Coleridge explicitly states 
that he intends it. 
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monotony of color that is foreign to the most "regular" of Greek 
meters.'' 

For purposes of metrical analysis and theory, all connected 
Hebrew speech may be divided into sections, each consisting of 
one or more syllables and dominated by a single stress-accent. 
I call such a section a lexic section; any specific quantity of 
connected language being a lexis. The laws of phonetics and the 
rules of Hebrew accentuation combine to limit the syllabification 
of such a "lexic section" to the following six forms: 

FOEM AND 

Name Symbol Description 

D^"l "I or r Continuous lexic section. 

D")3 5 or k Lexic section with break of continuity after the accent. 

D^"lX S or a Lexic section with break of continuity before the accent. 

D^3"l3 n or b Lexic section with break of continuity both before and 

after the accent. 
D''"i;33 J or g Lexic section with double break of continuity before 

the accent. 
l3''llb''J T or d Lexic section with double break of continuity before, 
and single break after the accent. 

It should be observed (1) that the transition from one lexic 
section to another itself constitutes a break in the continuity of the 
lexis: so N 5 or k a" is tdtatatd. And (2) that, the syllables being 
irrational, this transition from one lexic section to another takes 
place at no definite point of time between the two stress -ac cents ; 
hence it is for our purpose — -which is concerned merely with 
the place of the accents in time and their allocation among the 
syllables composing the lexis — immaterial whether we represent a 
lexis of the form tdtatatd by the formula k a or by the formula 
r g. There is, to be sure, a perceptible difference in the syllabic 
grouping of the alternative formulae; so b b b a comes nearer 
to representing the grouping of 

Bard Bracy, bard Bracy, your horses are fleet 
than does a g g g. But the difference is not one that we need 
observe very closely; the same allocation of the accents and the 

38 So far as concerns the English, at any rate, those " regular meters " (unknown before 
Chaucer) are a bastard bookish product, demonstrably of exotic origin, and ultimately 
dependent upon quantifying patterns, which our language can ape but cannot copy. 

3' Pronounce these symbols in full and in Masoretio fashion: kirem arim; and read all 
symbols in Hebrew letters from right to left. 
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same rhythmization of the line being definitely indicated by either 
formula. 

A Hebrew lexis yields a rhythmic foot (i. e., is rhythmized) 
when (1) the lexic sections into which it is divided are so pro- 
nounced that their several accents fall at commensurate inter- 
vals of time, and when, moreover, (2) the intervals of time so 
determined are separable into two quantities sustaining to each 
other a rhythmical ratio. For example, the first verse of Genesis 
may be divided into seven lexic sections thus: g a g r d a b- 
As ordinarily pronounced, the accents of this lexis do not fall at 
commensurate intervals of time. But even when, by means of the 
required acceleration and retardation of utterance, the accents are 
made to fall at equal intervals of time, and in consequence seven 
equal time-units are delimited,'^ the lexis is still not rhythmized; 
for the reason that seven equal time-units cannot be rhythmically 
balanced: they cannot be separated into two quantities sustaining 
to each other the ratio 1:1, or 2:3, or 1:2. But let the same 
lexis be divided into lexic sections thus: gagrrbab(rd 
being replaced with r r b by means of a supplementary — and 
because supplementary, unobjectionable — stress on the first 
syllable of Ca^JD), and let the intervals between accents be 
equalized, and we have the rhythm 4:4." 

Every rhythmic time-interval of Hebrew poetry may be intro- 
duced by an accent borne by any one of the above six forms of 
lexic section. The rhythmopoiia of the lexis r a r a (1 + 1: 
1 + 1) differs from that of the lexis r a a r a a (1 + 1 + 1:1 + 
1 + 1); but the rhythmopoiia of r a a b differs in no respect 
from that of d d d g. 

To indicate the omission of a stress-accent at the close of one 
time-unit and the opening of another, I employ the symbol '' 
(or i). Thus the rhythmizomenon r i a a contains three accents 

38 On the close of a final time-interval in rhythmopoiia by means of instantaneous 
phenomena, see above, p. 181. 

39 A rhythm, but not a sensible one; for the mind dissociates the particle flS from 
its objective D'')3'lBn iu apprehending the rhythm; showing that the rhythmization of 
Hebrew requires, besides a knowledge of what rhythm is, a genuine acquaintance with the 
language and some good taste. When by means of a supplementary stress on the second 
syllable of n''123S"13, the lexis is rendered aragrdab, we have both rhythm and 
good sense; if as much could be done with the rest of the chapter, there might be some 
warrant for spealiing of a " creation poem." 
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rhythmized 2:1 + 1. This r i a a differs in rhythmopoiia from 
r a a a, but not in rhythm. On the other hand, whether in 
the lexis r i a a the section r be continued through the point 
represented by the negative symbol i to the beginning of the 
lexic section a, or stop short of that point and allow it to pass 
by in silence (by "pause"), will affect in some measure the color 
of the lexis, but not the rhythmopoiia ; so far as concerns this last 
the lexis may be pronounced in either manner indifferently. 

In illustration of our theory of the rhythmization of Hebrew 
poetry, I give an analysis of the rhythm of an old English poem, 
of the type still uninfected by the fiction of "rhythm" through 
uniform syllabification." 

SAINT STEPHEN AND HEROD 

Rhythia: dactylic, 1:1 

Foot: 4:4 time-units 

Rhythmopoiia: (1 +1:1 + 1) : (1 + 1:2) 
Rhythmopoiia of the last two lines : (1 + 1 : 2) : (1 + 1 : 2) 

Rhythmization <i Text 

rkraabri Seynt Stevene was a clerk in Kyng Herowdes halle, 
braabrai And servyd him of bred and cloth, as every kyng befalle. 
kkkrbrai Stevyn out of kechone cam, wyth boris bed on honde; 
aaaakkri He saw a sterre was fayr and brygt over Bedlem stonde. 
aabraaai He kyst adoun the boris had and went in to the halle: 
rbrbrbri 'I forsak the, Kyng Herowdes, and thi werkes alle. 
rbrbrbri 'I forsak the, Kyng Herowdes, and thi werkes alle; 
aabrbrai Ther is a chyld in Bedlem born is beter than we alle.' 
rkrkraai ' What eylyt the, Stevene ? What is the befalle ? 
kbraabri Lakkyt the eyther mete or drynk in Kyng Herowdes 

halle?' 
kbraabri 'Lakit me neyther mete nor drynk in Kyng Herowdes 

halle; 
aabrbrai Ther is a chyld in Bedlem bom is beter than we alle.' 
bbkrrbai ' What eylyt the, Stevyn ? Art thu wod, or thu gynnyst 

to brede ? 

*oit is preserved in a British Mnsenm manuscript assigned to the age of Henry VI; 
the ballad itself is of course older. I follow the spelling of Gummere, Old English Ballads, 
Boston, 1894, pp. 295 1. The poem will be found also in Sargent and Kittredge, English and 
Scottish Popular Ballads, edited from the collection of Francis James Child, Boston and 
New York, 1904, pp. 40 f. 

*' As indicated above, the same rhythmization of the first couplet, for example, might 
be expressed by resolving the lexis into 

rraaaaai 
aaaaaaai 
but this gives the impression of a syllabic standard of composition, which the evidence does 
not warrant our attributing to the poet. 
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Rhythmization Text 

kbrabrri Lakkyt the eyther gold or fe, or ony ryche wede ? ' 
kbraarri 'Lakyt me neyther gold ne fe, ne non ryche wede; 
aabrbaai Ther is a chyld in Bedlam born sal helpyn us at our 

nede.' 
raakraai 'That is al so soth, Stevyn, al so soth, iwys, 
kkrrbrai As this capoun crowe sal that lyth here in myn dysh.' 
aaararai That word was not so sone seyd, that word in that halle, 
brgaabri The capoun crew Christus natus est ! among the lordes 

alle. 
krabaaai ' Rysyt up, myn turmentowres, be to and al be on, 
bkkabrai And ledyt Stevyn out of this toun, and stonyt hym wyth 

ston ! ' 

krkibaai Tokyn he Stevene, and stonyd hym in the way, 
brbibkri And therfore is his evyn on Crystes owyn day. 

Another example of unadulterated accentuating versification 
I take from Midsummer-Nighf s Dream, Act III, Scene ii: 

Ehythm : dactylic, 1 : 1 

Foot: 2:2 time-units 

Rhythmopoiia : 1 + 1:1 + 1 

Ehtthmization Text 

r a r r On the ground Sleep sound: 

r a r a I'll apply To your eye, 

k k r a Gentle lover, remedy. 

r a r r When thou wak'st Thou tak'st 

r a r a True delight In the sight 

r] b r a Of thy former lady's eyes : 

r b r a And the country proverb known, 

b r a a That every man should take his own, 

r b r a In your waking shall be shown : 

r g r g Jack shall have Jill; Nought shall go ill; 

a a a a The man shall have his mare again, 

a r a i and all shall be well. 

The subject of the allocation of accents for rhythmic purposes 
and the license which Hebrew poetry allows in that respect, belongs 
in a treatise on Hebrew meter, which this essay does not pretend 
to be. We must limit ourselves to a few very general observations. 

It is as impossible in Hebrew as it is in English to fix the 
metrical value of a lexis apart from the particular rhythmopoiia 
in which that lexis is employed. To the extent assumed by those 
Hebrew metricists who set forth absolutely what a certain Hebrew 
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syllable or word "counts for" and whether or not it does "count," 
the feat is an impossible one even in connection with a quantifying 
Greek lexis. In the case of an accentuating lexis, the attempt is 
the height of absurdity. 

As in English, so in Hebrew, a syllable ordinarily unaccented 
may receive a supplementary accent when the exigencies of the 
rhythmopoiia demand it; and, under the same conditions, a syl- 
lable otherwise accented may lose its accent. On the other hand, 
the shifting of an accent from one syllable to another for merely 
euphonic reasons (the lexis being in any case divisible into lexic 
sections) is a linguistic and not a rhythmic phenomenon; inci- 
dentally it frequently makes possible the rhythmization of a lexis 
with more justice to the sense, but it contributes nothing to the 
rhythmopoiia. The regular alternation of accented with unac- 
cented syllables, to which accentuating languages are prone, 
should never be spoken of as "the rhythmical flow" or as "a 
rhythmic law." For the rest, I agree with Sievers*^ that reces- 
sion of the accent to a closed syllable is actually practiced by the 
Masoretic tradition though it is not indicated by any tone-sign. 
In this connection it cannot be too strongly emphasized that the 
Masoretic accents are primarily indicative of intonation and not 
of stress. And while it is of course true that stressed syllables 
were selected for intonation, it is not true that no syllables were 
stressed that were not intoned: DT23"3n5*'1 of Josh. 8:32 cannot 

\T T : ■ - 

possibly be pronounced without a stress-accent on the second as 
well as on the fourth syllable — to say nothing of such combina- 
tions as TlTliS^S'bi'bS of Ps. 119:6. Finally, since stress and 
tone are not identical, there is no reason why a supplementary 
stress-accent may not in case of necessity be placed upon a sheva, 
when the latter represents a syllable that to the consciousness of 
the language is genuine though almost wholly suppressed." 

As regards the vocalization of Hebrew, I am of course not 
under the delusion that the author of Judges 5 and the cour- 
tiers of David pronounced exactly as did later the teachers of 
Jerome and the Masorites of the seventh century. But, in the 
first place, we must not overlook the fact that the greater part of 

<2 Loc. cit., pp. 225 f. *' Cf . Sievers, loc. cit., p. 157. 
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the change, whatever it was, had taken place before the Maccabean 
Psalms were composed; and, second, although we have reason to 
reject here and there a detail, from the Masoretic system as a 
whole we cannot succeed in detaching ourselves: it is the only 
historical system of pronouncing Hebrew that has come down to 
us from ancient times, and however we may quarrel with the 
science of the Masorites, we must be controlled by their evidence. 
When, moreover, we recall that, though Shakespere's language, 
with the Elizabethan pronunciation, is all but unintelligible to the 
present generation, Shakespere's rhythms have been transmitted 
to us unimpaired, we shall realize that a vast amount of phonetic 
change is compatible with permanence of rhythmic form. And 
even assuming that the accentuation of Hebrew in Old Testament 
times, and not alone the quality of its vowels, differed considerably 
from the tradition, the difference would affect mainly the rhythm- 
ization of the lexis, and not its rhythmopoiia. In any case, our 
uncertainty as to the ancient pronunciation of Hebrew cannot be 
pleaded in justification of any rhythmically bottomless theory of 
Hebrew meter. 

The rhythmopoiia of Hebrew poetry is, as we should expect, 
of the simplest and crudest description. The feet are, in my 
judgment, without exception dactylic, though of three different 
magnitudes: 2:2, 3:3, and 4:4 time-units, the last compounded 
of two subordinate feet 2:2. 

The continuously employed rhythmopoietic schemes are: 

1 + 1:1 + 1 
1 + 1 + 1:1 + 1 + 1 
(1 + 1:1 + 1):(1 + 1:1+1) 
(1 + 1:1+1):(1+1:2) 

Sporadically the quantity 2 is substituted for 1 + 1. I am not 
prepared to say that the rhythmopoiia (1 + 1:2) :(1 + 1:2) was 
not also employed continuously, instead of 1 + 1 + 1:1 + 1+1. 
The meters of Hebrew poetry are accordingly expressed in 
terms of lexic sections as follows: 

r a r a Quadruple measure 

r a a r a a Sextuple measure 

rararara Octuple measure 

rararari Octuple measure catalectic 
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Both r and a stand for lexic sections of any form: r, k, a, b, g, 
or d. Sporadically, r a of the meters may be replaced by r i. 

If, as suggested above, i was sometimes bubstituted continu- 
ously for every fourth as well as every eighth lexic section of the 
octuple measure, we have an additional meter, rarirari 
(as the alternative of r a a r a a), which we may then desig- 
nate Octuple measure dicatalectic. 

These meters should not be named "tetrameters, hexameters, 
octameters, and heptameters;" for those terms, if they mean 
anything, mean quantities that yield four, six, eight, and seven 
rhythmic feet respectively ; whereas each of these measures yields 
but one rhythmic foot, or at best, in the case of the octuple meas- 
ures, two subordinate rhythmic feet. Sievers' terms, "Vierer, 
Sechser, Doppelvierer, Siebener," are intrinsically less objection- 
able, but now unfortunately associated with the conception of so 
and so many "irrational feet." The terms I have employed seem 
to me both the most scientific and the least misleading. 

In the subjoined specimens of Hebrew poetry, rhythmized in 
accordance with the several measures just described, supple- 
mentary accents are indicated by 1. ; words combined for accentual 
purposes are united by maqqef. 

QUADRUPLE MEASURE, S 1 S "1 

Rhythmopoiia: 1-|-1:1 + 1 

Psalm 21:7-10 



EHTTHMIZATION 



nsiBSi 


Di-iyiD ISIB 


i« 


-1 a s 


Dbiy ■'nns 


isffisni 


s 


i( a K 


nniDn 


iba Nin"'i 


s 


-1 D a 


mnsn iba 


HT iia 


a 


3 -1 n 


■nnsi 


nw mni 


1 


s « s 


monba 


-nns mni 


^( 


1 s s 


dD^wsn 


Dinyia nsic 


K 


n a s 


Dbiy inns 


1S1BT 


s 


s n 1 


m2Dn 


1^12 sn-ii 


X 


-I 3 a 


iinan ib^ 


nr-sin ''•a 


J 


3 S? 1 


TiiDH ibtt-snn 


Isaiah 21:11 


a 


a a s 


iiyima 


Sip lbs 


2( 


n s » 


rb-bi2 n)2 


Tat! 


a 


1 -1 n 


bibia rva 


■yah 


K 


n 1 n 
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SEXTUPLE MEASURE, S S 1 X S 1 
Rhythmopoiia: 1 + 1 + 1:1 + 1 + 1 







Exodus 15:3-6 






Text 




EHTTHinZATION 


Taw irtrfi 


rranbiQ-iDis mn'' 


N 1 1 S N S 


D-ii nil ibim 




ny'iB maDi'a 


s s a X s 1 


DID n-'S 1730 




T'lub© -inn'aT 


1 S 3 S -1 5 


«n^i2Bn iTii 




TaiDDi nann 


s 1 a D s a 


nDi "i-nxS 




mni i^'ai 


«i X n N s s 


a■'^^5 ^y-in 




mni iJitti 


N 1 -1 N S K 



s 3 a 


D S -1 i5 D 


S -1 s 


a a n a -1 


a -1 s 


D X S K 3 


K i( K 


a X a 3 X 



OCTUPLE MEASURE ACATALECTIC, NnXIXIN"! 

Rtthmopoiia: (1 + 1:1 + 1):(1 + 1:1 + 1) 

Judges 5:21-23 

"ptcp bn3 niaiip bre nsia •jTCp bm 

iiTiix m-im ni-iHTa mo-inpy Tabn ts 

n-^aiB^ -nis mx mni ''Tas n-rts n-ns 

Di-nnan mni mwb mni mryb nsn sb-iD 

OCTUPLE MEASURE CATALECTIC, i "I S "I N "\ S 1 

Rhythmopoiia: (1 + 1: 1 + 1): (1 + 1:2) 

Lamentations i: 1, 2 

mtsn Dnsn ndibi nnr nyii nais i x n x s x i i 

msin bD iEX-a irip-ijnx n:Dsnirin "^ s n x n i a -i 

TS3 D-isbDan ni-ipin •jvsr ^Dn ^ x s x x -i k x 

-1ST' ■'T' niDya imn-iba:b lawn: rc'-x ^ x s x a s a s 

OCTUPLE MEASURE DICATALECTIC, i "I N 1 ^ 1 X 1 

Rhythmopoiia: (1 + 1: 2): (1 + 1: 2) 

The last three of the following lines seem to demand this measure; the 
first line is octuple catalectic: 

Isaiah 1: 2, 3 

i3"iyiris nm inuian-n inbna did3 i anx ^nns 

nibyn diss iTam insp -nin ni i a « s i a i x 

pinnn-sb i^y y-ii xb bsmai i s k « i s i a 

** 'J3S"Ta3 gloss ; otherwise the line rhythmizes : T a a 3 S a • 
*'0r S{, if -we discAvd patah furtive. 

«Ty 11SSD 13-nn eloss. 

*' ISbU gloss. 
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THE PKE-EXISTENCE OF THE SOUL IN THE BOOK OF 
WISDOM AND IN THE KABBINICAL WEITINGS 

Fkank Chamberlin Porter 
I. THE PEE-EXISTENCE OF THE SOUL IN THE BOOK OF WISDOM 

Out of the popular eclectic Greek philosophy of the second or 
third centuries before Christ, the writer of the Boole of Wisdom 
is commonly understood to have borrowed elements both Stoic 
and Platonic in origin. Stoic influence is seen especially in his 
conception of Wisdom as no longer only a personification of the 
creative thought and energy of God, as in Proverbs, chap. 8, 
but a substantial entity, a spirit filling the world and holding 
all things together (1:7), uniting in itself physical, rational, 
and moral qualities, and betraying unmistakably in many of its 
attributes and functions the influence of the Stoic world-soul.' 
The Platonic element is found chiefly in the conception of the 
soul of man, its pre-existence, its relation to the body as some- 
thing foreign to its proper nature and a hindrance to its attainment 
of knowledge and virtue, and its essential immortality. 

The title of this essay calls, therefore, for a discussion of the 
supposed Platonic element in this book. Grimm'' describes this 
element as follows: 

From the Platonic philosophy he adopts the doctrines of the vXrj 
a.fiop<j>(K, the formless matter of which the world was made (11:17), of 
the pre-existence of souls (8:19, 20), of the body as the seat of sin (1:4; 
8:20) and as an obstacle to the attainment of a knowledge of the divine 
(9:15), and of the elevation of the wise and pious after death to com- 
mimion with God. 

Other modern writers' differ little from this statement of the 
doctrines of the book as to the pre-existence and the immortality 

1 TTvevfLa voepoy, KeiTToy, cukiVtjtoc, Sir/Kfi Kal xwpeT Sia iravToiv, anoppota Tijy fiof Tjy, aTravyatTfia 
fuTot iiSi'ou, /t.T.A. (7:22—8:1). 

2 Dos Buch der Weisheit, 1860, p. 19. 

3 See, for example, Zeller, Die Philosophie der Grieehen, 3d ed. Ill, ii, pp. 272 f . ; Schttrer, 
Oeschichte des JUdischen Volkes (1898), III, 380; Siegfried in Kautzsch's Apokryphen und 
Pseudepigraphen, I, 477, and la Hastings' Dictionary of the Bible, IV, 929; Toy, Encyclo- 
paedia Biblica, IV, 5342 ; Farrar in Wace's Apocrypha, I, 407. 
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of the soul, and as to the dualistic conception of the world and of 
human nature upon which these doctrines rest. 

It is customary, in other words, to attribute to the author of 
the Booh of Wisdom almost the fully developed doctrine of Philo 
in regard to the soul and its relation to the body.* Souls, in 
Philo's view, pre-exist, the air being full of them. Those that 
remain true to their nature, incorporeal, are the angels. It is only 
souls that somehow have lower propensities that sink to earth and 
enter bodies. Of these some are further degraded by the earthly 
prison or grave that holds them. The task of the philosopher 
is to flee from the body and the outer world. By contem- 
plation, rising to ecstasy, the soul may even now escape sense 
and attain a vision of truth and of God. On this ecstatic vision 
Philo puts even greater emphasis than on the escape of the soul 
from the body at death. Such a doctrine of the soul's pre- 
existence and of the body as a prison from which release is a 
blessing is attributed by Joseph us to the Essenes {B. J. ii. 8. 
11). Some such view indeed Josephus himself professes [B.J. 
iii. 8. 5), and puts also into the mouth of Eleazar [B. J. vii. 
8. 7). A sentence from his own argument against suicide [B. J. 
iii. 8. 5) may be quoted, because it expresses well the idea that 
is commonly ascribed to the Book of Wisdom: Ta fiev je amfiara 
0VTjTa, iraaiv Kal ex (j}dapTrj<; v\r]<; BeSr]fiiovpyr]Tai, yj^vxr/ Se addvaro^ 
ael Kol deov jxolpa toi9 aco/u^aatv ivoLKi^erai. This sentence is con- 
sistently Hellenic, but in the context we have a curious blending 
of inharmonious Greek and Jewish conceptions which constitutes 
an effective warning to the student who looks for consistency 
in Jewish eschatology. 

The most elaborate study of the Greek element in the Book 
of Wisdom is that of Menzel.'' His conclusion in regard to the 
Platonic (dualistic) element is that it is certainly to be recognized 
in the doctrine of the immortality of the soul (3 : 1, 9 ; 1 : 12 ; 6 : 19), 
the doctrine that the righteous after death are at once near to God, 
the pre-existence of the soul (8:19-20), the idea that as long as 
the soul is in the body it is imprisoned and oppressed (9:15), 

♦See especially De gigantibus, 2-18; De somniis, i, 21-23, 31; De confus. ling., 17, 35; 
De migrat. Abr., 5; Leg. all., iii, 14, 22; De opif. mundi, 23, 46. 

5 Der griechische EinUuss auf Prediger und Weisheit Salomos, 1889 
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and the conception of vXtj dfjiop<f)0'; (11:17). The question is 
open whether he derived these ideas directly from Plato, or not.' 
It was the eclectic blending of Stoicism and Platonism by which 
he was affected. Nevertheless the relation between 9:15 and 
Phaedo 81 C is to Menzel, as it is to E. Pfleiderer,' conclusive 
proof that the writer had actually read at least the Phaedo, and 
perhaps also, as Pfleiderer' argues, on account of 7:22-30, the 
Cratylus. Menzel regards the idea that the body is a source of 
evil and sin (1:4; 8:20, 21; 9:15) as one of the points of likeness 
between the Book of Wisdom and Philo. 

In regard to the Stoic element it is commonly acknowledged 
that our author's conception of Wisdom marks only a step, though 
an important one, from the Hebrew conception toward the Logos 
of Philo; but with reference to the Platonic element there is less 
caution; and since it is my purpose to show that greater reserva- 
tions, rather than less, are called for in the case of this latter 
element, I wish to point out what little support I may claim for 
a position against which the presumption is so strong. I do not 
find any doubt expressed of late as to the fully Platonic, or Phi- 
Ionic, character of the doctrine of pre-existence in 8 : 19, 20. With 
the earlier debate, which turned on the question of the canonicity 
of the book, and on the interest of one side in affirming and of the 
other in denying the presence in it of an unchurchly doctrine, 
we need have nothing to do. There seems to be equally unani- 
mous consent to the opinion that the immortality of the soul is 
here accepted in the Greek sense, in contrast to the Jewish idea 
of resurrection. But even Grimm thinks that our author's Greek 
notions were picked up as a part of the current culture of his time, 
rather than derived from study. Grimm notes also the entire 
absence in the Book of Wisdom of some Platonic doctrines which 
had an important place in Philo, such as the trichotomy of human 
nature, and most of all the doctrine of Ideas. He says, too, that 
the opinion, fundamental to Philo, that the body is the seat and 
source of evil, is only casually alluded to in Wisdom 1:4; 8:19; 
and that this idea is used for religious and practical rather than for 

6 Op. cit., p. 61. 

1 Die Philosophie dea Heraklit von Epheaus (1886), pp. 295 f. sPp. 299 f. 
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speculative purposes (pp. 22, 23). But these reservations do not 
affect his interpretation of the crucial passages. Drummond,' 
vrhile he accepts the doctrine of pre-existence in the Greek sense, 
and says that souls are good and bad before their entrance upon 
earthly life, and that the quality of the bodies they obtain depends 
on their moral condition, yet finds that 9:15 does not represent 
the body as the active source of sin, but only as a check upon 
man's higher aspirations, and that 1:4 does not mean that the 
body is a source of evil to the soul, but that it shares the ethical 
quality of the soul. Bousset, if I do not misjudge him, feels even 
more strongly the slenderness of the thread on which the supposed 
Platonic dualism of the book depends. The writer, he says, touches 
it in passing (9:15), but on the other hand implies that the divine 
wisdom dwells both in the soul and in the body of man (1:4). 
The pre-existence of souls is indeed indicated in 8 : 19, 20, but the 
passage means that the constitution of the body answers to the 
constitution of the soul. Though the author does not know the 
resurrection of the body, yet he does not directly express the 
thought that death is a freeing from the body, and that the con- 
tents of moral effort is the renunciation of the world. "Der 
dualistische Gedanke ist hier also nur in den ersten Ansatzen 
vorhanden.'"" 

It has long been my conviction that the current language in 
regard to the Hellenism of the Book of Wisdom is misleading, 
and that it is more important to define the kind and degree of this 
Hellenism than to assert its reality. In particular in regard to 
the pre-existence of the soul, not only in Wisdom but in rabbinical 
and other Jewish books, it is not so useful to assert or deny as to 
define. What did the Jews mean by pre-existence, and above all 
what did they mean by soul? 

The difference between the Jewish and the Greek ideas of 
pre-existence has been suggestively discussed by Harnack." He 
argues that to the Greek mind pre-existence is connected with 
the contrast between spirit and matter, and expresses the thought 

^PUlo Judaeus, I, 200 ff. 

'O Die Religion des Judentums (2. Aufl., 1906), pp. 461 1. 

!■ History of Dogma, I, Appendix i. 
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that the idea, or form, or energy, of all things exists before their 
physical embodiment, and remains independent of this imperfect 
material copy. It is only the higher spiritual nature of things 
that pre-exists. The Jewish conception of pre-existence, on the 
other hand, rests on the contrast between Grod and man, and 
pictures or objectifies God's foreknowledge and determination of 
all things, and his special thought and purpose regarding things 
of special worth. Things pre-exist just as they are afterward to 
appear, not in their idea or form, but in their proper selves. They 
are hidden with God, and in the appointed time are manifest on 
earth. Pre-existence in the Greek sense is an explanation of the 
nature of things and an exaltation of their value; in the Jewish 
sense it glorifies the power and wisdom of God. Such general- 
izations may, with some reserve, be accepted, and we may agree 
with Harnack's conclusion that when Paul connected the contrast 
of spirit and flesh with the pre-existence of the Messiah he started 
the transition from a Jewish to a Greek Christology; and that 
incarnation is a Greek and not a Jewish conception. 

With reference to the pre-existence of the soul we may with 
due caution venture a somewhat different generalization, namely, 
that to the Greek the soul that pre-exists was or tended to be the 
personality, the man's real thinking self; while to the Jew it was 
only a part of the coming man, the divine breath or spirit which 
was to make him alive, the breath (neshamah) of life which 
God breathes into the earthly form, making it a living being 
(nephesh) }'^ There is scarcely a greater cause of confusion and 
difficulty in the comprehension of Hebrew modes of thought than 
the tendency — in part, to be sure, the necessity — that impels us 
to translate nephesh by the word "soul." The nephesh is the 
life or the self of man, the living man himself, just as he is here 
and now. The older Hebrews had no word for body (o-ai/ua), and 
what we call body was not to them the opposite of nephesh, but 
was inseparable from it. When the Jews wished to speak of that 
which preceded and survived the earthly life of man the word 
they naturally used was not nephesh but neshamah (less often 
ruah), not the word that expressed the personal self of man, but 

"Gen. 2:7. 
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the word that suggested the divine in contrast to the earthly 
element that entered into his making. But the pre-existence of 
the neshamah is a very different thing from the pre-existence 
of the -^vxr). There is a kind of pre-existence of man which 
belongs naturally to the dualistic view of the world, of which 
Plato was the prophet. There is an entirely different kind of 
pre-existence which belongs to the religious attitude which the 
Hebrews instinctively maintained. That man comes from God 
and returns to God is said in Genesis 2:7 and in Ecclesiastes 12:7; 
in a very different sense in John 13:3; 16:28; still differently by 
the modern poet, 

When that which drew from out the bovmdless deep, 
Turns again home. 

Such expressions can be used by those who believe both in the 
pre-existence and in the immortality of the conscious personality ; 
by those who accept immortality, but not pre-existence, in this 
personal sense ; and by those who reject personality in both cases. 
When we meet with the idea of the pre-existence of the soul, 
therefore, we need chiefly to ask what is meant by soul, what is it 
that pre-exists? 

In order to determine whether the Book of Wisdom and the 
rabbinical writings contain a Jewish or a Greek conception of 
the pre-existence of the soul we must define these two conceptions 
a little more precisely, though it can be only in bare summary. 

There is a sense in which pre-existence entered into the old 
Hebrew conception of man. It was, however, not the pre-existence 
of the person himself, the "I," the nephesh, that was in mind, 
but that of the two elements of which the man was made. The 
fundamental passage for later Jewish ideas on this subject was 
Gen. 2:7. Man is on one side dust from the earth, and on the 
other, living breath, or spirit, from God. Man is taken out of 
the earth and returns to earth again (Gen. 3:19). God's breath 
(neshamah or ruah)" which makes him a living nephesh is 
withdrawn at death ; and this also goes back to the source from 
which it came. Death, then, is the return of each part of man 

"Compare Gen. 2:7 with 6:17; 7:15, 22; and see Job 32 : 8 ; 33:4; 34:li; Isa. 57:16. 
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to its source." It would be possible, therefore, for the Hebrew, 
in reflecting on what precedes man's birth, to think either of the 
body as it is formed in the womb and comes ultimately from the 
earth, or of the neshamah (ruah) of life which God breathes 
into the earthly form. As a matter of fact, however, this breath 
or spirit of God seemed to the Hebrews to belong to God to such 
a degree that for a long time they did not even individualize each 
man's share in it, still less connect with it the man's personal 
consciousness. It remained more natural for them to apply the 
personal pronoun to the pre-existing body than to the pre-existing 
neshamah: man comes from earth and returns to earth again. "^ 
The nearest approach to actual reflection on the pre-existence of 
man in the Old Testament is found in Psalm 139; and here it is 
the pre-existent body with which the poet in some sense identifies 
himself. It is "I" that am formed in the womb and even wrought 
in the lowest parts of the earth — these two being curiously blended 
in thought, as they are also in Job 1:21, and Sirach, 40:1. But 
we should expect the idea to arise in course of time that the 
breath of God also was for each man in some sense a distinct 
entity. Beginnings in this direction may possibly be found in 
such passages as Job 32:8; 33:4; Prov. 20:27, and especially the 
expression "the neshamoth that I made," in Isa. 57:21. There 
is also the hint in Eccles. 3:21 that there were in the writer's 
time those who claimed (in contrast to Ps. 104:29, 30, etc.) that 
the ruah of man had a different destiny after death from the 
ruah of the beast. It is not my purpose to trace the history of 
these conceptions, but only to indicate the line along which Jewish 
thought, so long as it remained distinctly Jewish, would naturally 
move. 

In regard to Greek conceptions, what needs here to be said 
relates principally to Plato, and especially to the Phaedo, since 
this is the book by which the writer of Wisdom is thought to 
have been influenced.'* Homer determined popular Greek ideas 
about death far more than Plato ever did. The Homeric Hades 

J* Job 34: 14, 15; Eccles. 12:7; Sirach, 40:11 [Heb.]. 

li'Gen.3:19; Job 10:9; 34:14,15; Ps. 22 : 30 [29] ; 30:10 [9]; 103:14; 104:29; Eccles.3:20; 
1Z:1; Sirach, 16:30; 17:1; Pirke Aboth, 3:1. 

"See eepecially Eohde, Psyche (2. Aufl., 1898). 
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is very like the Hebrew Sheol. There are the same objective 
pictures of the dead, and at the same time gloom and emptiness 
and unreality characterize their lot. One distinction, however, is 
significant. Homer can call the shades in Hades i/ri/^at'; and at 
the height of the Greek faith in a future life Plato is still willing 
to describe the immortality he contends for as a persistence of 
the yjrvxv in Hades." The word nephesh is not so used in the 
Old Testament, and at the height of Jewish thought Sheol 
becomes exclusively the place of punishment for the wicked. 
Psyche is an appropriate title for Kohde's book on the worship 
of the soul and the faith in immortality among the Greeks ; but 
no one would use Nephesh as the title of a book on Hebrew 
ideas of the life after death. Greek thought issued at its best in 
a doctrine of the immortality of the soul; Hebrew thought in a 
doctrine of the resurrection. Undoubtedly the Greek conception 
of the transmigration of souls represented in its early popular 
forms a feeling like that which the Jewish conception of resurrec- 
tion expresses, that there can be no true life of man apart from a 
body. But on the higher levels of Greek thought, in the Orphic 
Mysteries, in Pythagoras, and in Plato, metempsychosis was so 
transformed that reincarnation was a disciplinary punishment, and 
the ideal to be striven after was the permanent escape of the soul 
from the body. The highest point attainable in the Hebrew line 
of development is that expressed by Paul's conception of a aMfia 
irvev/MaTiKov. Greek thought culminates in Plato's Tore yap avrr) 
KaO' avTTjv earai rj ■yfrv'x^Tj %a>/3k toO a-a>fi,aTO<; (^Phaedo, 67 A). The 
tendency of Greek thought, then, was to regard the soul as the 
personality, and with reference both to what precedes and to what 
follows man's earthly life, to fix attention upon the soul. The 
difference between the Greek idea of metempsychosis as a series 
of incarnations of the soul in different bodies, and the Jewish idea 
of resurrection, the reunion of the soul with its former body, or 
the reviving of the dead body by a (new?)'* breath of life from 
God, illustrates the Greek tendency to connect the personality 

11 Phaedo, 71 D, E, 81 C, 106 E, 107 A. 

•» See Ezek. 37:1-14, whicb, though it describes in figure, the revival of Israel, discloBcs 
the way in which a Hebrew would conceive of the resurrection of the individual. Here the 
old bones are reclothed with flesh, and revived by a fresh breath ( r u a h ) of God. 



Feank Chambehlin Poktee 215 

with the soul, and the Hebrew tendency to connect it with the 
body. The fact that resurrection is characteristic of the Jewish 
view and immortality of the Greek is connected also with the 
national character of the Jewish religion and the individual char- 
acter of the Greek. But resurrection, in contrast to immortality, 
did not arise and maintain itself simply as a part of the Messianic 
hope. It was deeply rooted in Jewish ideas of man and God. 
The Greek asked. Is the soul immortal? The Jews, If a man die, 
shall he live again? 

The ruling conception in the philosophy of Plato was that 
there is a realm of eternal and changeless ideas, of which earthly 
and sensible things are copies, and upon which all things depend 
for their being. True being, reality, belongs to this realm alone. 
Man's highest capacity is that of knowing this invisible world of 
ideas, that is, the capacity for abstract thought. That the soul 
of man has this power is proof that it belongs by nature to that 
higher realm. Moreover, since the soul's knowledge of the ideas 
is not given to it by the senses, it must be in reality memory, and 
hence attests the fact of the soul's pre-existence in the sphere of 
eternal realities. The soul is in its nature related to the ideas, 
and shares with them their quality of eternity. All abstract 
thought bears witness to the soul's unearthly origin, but espe- 
cially its knowledge of the highest ideas, such as goodness, beauty, 
justice.'^ The immortality of the soul is therefore an inference 
from this pre-existence, of which we have immediate evidence in 
our knowledge, or memory, of abstract truths and ideals. " In its 
capacity to know the eternal the soul bears within itself the surest 
guarantee of being itself eternal."'" But this soul which has no 
end because it had no beginning, and attests its eternity to itself 
by its power to know things not given it through the bodily 
senses, is bound while on earth to a body which is foreign to its 
nature. The body hinders it in that search for knowledge which 
is its true life. The doctrine of transmigration, as developed by 
the Mysteries and Pythagoras, furnished Plato perhaps with the 
basis for his theory that knowledge is memory, and certainly with 
his explanation of the unnatural union of soul with body. The 

19 See Phaedo, 73-76 ; Symposium, 211, 212. 20 Eohde, Psyche, II, 285. 
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eternal soul must pass through the discipline of successive incar- 
nations in the bodies of men, or even of beasts, until it attains 
such purity that it may be delivered from the circle of births and 
remain in the realm to which in truth it belongs. To attain this 
salvation is the aim of the philosopher. His method is to separate 
the soul as much as possible from the body, to dwell in the realm 
of ideas, not in that of sense, to repress bodily passions and desires.^' 
Even in the case of the philosopher it is only the complete separa- 
tion of soul from body by death that brings the open vision of 
truth. He practices dying even now, and welcomes the approach 
of death. 

The pre-existence of the soul is, then, more certain than its 
immortality, for it is attested by present experience. Plato has 
other arguments for the soul's immortality based on its nature, 
especially as not composite and as self-moving; but to the argu- 
ment from "memory" he returns as the surest basis of his hope." 
This means that the pre-existence and the immortality of the soul 
alike depend for him upon the reality of the ideas ; and this is the 
supreme article of faith in the religion of Plato. The true nature 
of reality is not in matter, and the true nature of man is not in 
the body. 

This brief statement may serve to bring before our minds the 
characteristic marks of the Platonic doctrine of pre-existence. It 
is clear that it concerns the soul alone, and that the soul which 
pre-exists is not only that which lives, but that which thinks. It 
is evident that the doctrine stands in the closest relation to a 
general view of the world, a dualistic view, in which the contrast 
of spirit and matter is central and all-determining. It is a doctrine 
which involves a definite conception of the nature of evil as having 
its source and seat in matter, and a distinctly ascetic theory and 
ideal of conduct. It is inseparable, also, from a belief in immor- 
tality in which two elements are to be distinguished, the inherent, 
unconditional indestructibility of the soul as such {'^v^v iraaa 
aOdvaro'i),^'^ and the goal of a permanently incorporeal life of the 
soul, a blessed immortality, which is conditioned on its renuncia- 
tion of the pleasures and passions of the body and its attaining of 

"I Phaedo, 65 11. 22 Ibid., 91, 92 ; of. 72-77. 23 Phaedrus, 245 C. 
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knowledge and virtue. The souls that carry with them out of 
the earthly life no taint of the body, but have desired death and 
practiced dying while on earth, will live forever in the realm of 
reality, in communion with the gods.^* Plato's doctrine of immor- 
tality is therefore in part a metaphysic and in part a religion. 
The two, however, are not to be separated as if Plato wavered 
inconsistently between the natural and the conditional immortality 
of the soul. The redemption of the soul from the body is accom- 
plished by knowledge, the knowledge of eternal truths and reali- 
ties, and of the soul as belonging by nature to the realm of eternal 
things. The philosopher is one who knows and applies the fact 
that the soul is imperishable. By realizing the soul's inescapable 
immortality, and living in the light of this knowledge, he attains 
immortality in the full and blessed sense. 

It is evident how great a difference separates the native Hebrew 
from the Greek, and especially from the Platonic, ideas of the 
pre-existence of the soul; and also that the difference is closely 
connected with the idea of the soul. In general the Hebrew 
meant by the pre-existing soul the life or life-giving energy which 
man receives from God; while Plato meant by it not only that 
which makes the body alive but also that in man which knows 
truth, the power of thought; hence, certainly in a far higher 
degree than neshamahto the Hebrew, the '<^v)(r) to Plato was the 
self-conscious moral personality, and the pre-existence of the soul 
was therefore more truly the pre-existence of the person.^' 

The contention of this paper is that, contrary to the current 
view, both the rabbis of the Talmudic period, and the writer of 
the Booh of Wisdom were, at this point, Jewish, not Greek. 

Turning now to the Booh of Wisdom, we shall look first at 
the short list of passages from which it is inferred that the writer 
accepted the Platonic doctrine of the pre-existence of the soul. 

24 Phaedo, 80, 81. 

25 So much may be said without entering into the diflBcult question just how far Plato 
succeeded in securing immortality for the conscious personality in our modern sense of that 
word. It must be confessed that metempsychosis, the successive inhabiting of different 
bodies by the soul, though it connects the personality more closely with the soul than with 
the body, does not convey so vivid a souse of the personal identity of the one who now lives 
with the one who will live hereafter as does the doctrine of resurrection, which connects 
the personality with the body more closely than with the soul. See R. K. Gaye, The Platonic 
Conception of Immortality, 1904. 
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The first of these passages, 1 : 4, cited by Grimm, with 8 : 20, as 
evidence of the Platonic conception that the body is the seat of 
sin, can be shortly dismissed. Surely nothing that other passages 
may yield can avail to make this Platonic. The author begins 
his book with the thought that Grod can be found and known by 
men only on the condition of righteousness. Sin shuts men off 
from that Power (1: 3), or Wisdom (1:4), or Spirit (1:5), which 
is the medium, or representative, of God's immanent presence in 
the world (1: 7) and in men (1:4-6). "For into a soul devising 
evil wisdom will not enter, nor will it dwell in a body that is in 
debt to sin." Grimm remarks (pp. 50 f.) that although "body 
and soul" means the human being in his totality, yet "the author 
would not have used this paraphrase if he had not assumed a 
source and seat of moral evil also in the body (well known as a 
fundamental dogma of developed Alexandrianism in Philo), 
although according to his view not all bodies are in equal degree 
permeated by the principle of sin (8: 19, 20)." If in the words, 
"wenn er nicht Quelle und Sitz des sittlich Bosen auch im Leibe 
angenommen hatte," the "auch" means "as well as in the soul," 
then the Philonic character of the verse is denied in the sentence 
that affirms it. In fact it is brought in by Grimm only by sheer 
force, and is positively excluded by the verse itself and by its 
context. The two clauses of the verse are in rhythmical parallel- 
ism, and mean, individually and together, simply that the divine 
wisdom will not enter into a sinful man. At most they supple- 
ment each other by suggesting that there are more spiritual and 
more physical sorts of sin which equally shut the divine spirit out. 
But the body is no more the seat of sin than the soul, and there 
is nothing to suggest that either body or soul is the source of sin. 
This verse says the same thing that is said in other words in vss. 
3 and 5. The sins which are in the writer's mind as those that 
especially shut out the spirit of God are not sins of sense, but 
perverse thoughts and blasphemous or lying words about the 
meaning and conduct and end of life, such as chap, ii reports. 
The man described by the phrase, KaKOTexvo:; yjrvx^, is more vividly 
present before the writer's eye than the man suggested by the 
phrase, cr<af/,a Kardxpeo'i afiaprCa'^. The verse is definitely un- 
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Platonic, for it implies that the divine Wisdom can dwell in the 
body as well as in the soul, and that the soul is not good by nature 
and the body evil, but that body and soul alike may be either good 
or evil. The contrast between i/^u^'? ^^^ aM/xa is like that of Prov. 
11: 17 rather than that of Greek dualism. The words are Greek, 
but the thought is Hebraic. Man is a unity, and his character, good 
or bad, belongs to both of the two parts of which he is composed. 
Paul, the Hebrew, could think of the body as a dwelling-place of 
the spirit of God (I Cor. 6:19), and of a purity that includes 
body as well as soul (I Thess. 5:23) ;'" but this is not Platonism. 

There remain three verses on which the Hellenistic dualism 
of our author depends, 8:20; 9: 15; 11: 17. On 8:19, 20 alone 
depends the accepted view that he held to Plato's and Philo's 
doctrine of the pre-existence of the soul. It is a rather heavy 
weight for these two short verses to sustain. They form, in fact, 
a parenthesis, and would not be in the least missed if they were 
dropped out. It is not my purpose, however, to cast doubt upon 
them. Though they are parenthetical, they serve a good purpose, 
and are, as I hope to prove, quite characteristic of the author's 
mode of thought. In the person of Solomon he describes his 
early love of Wisdom, and his determination to find and follow 
her (8:2-18). But when he sought her he discovered that she 
was not to be gained except as the gift of God, and that he must 
therefore resort to prayer (8: 21 — 9: 18) ; and this in spite of the 
fact that he was thoroughly and exceptionally good by nature 
(8: 19, 20), and so had fulfilled that fundamental condition for 
the obtaining of wisdom which is set forth in 1:1-6. The thought 
in general is that expressed in 7 : 1-7. Even Solomon, great as 
was his natural endowment, was only like other men, and gained 
Wisdom only by a way that is open to every man, that of prayer. 
He was perfect among the sons of men, and yet he needed the 
Wisdom that comes from God (9:6). 

How then is this natural goodness of Solomon described? 

Trais 8c ^iXTjV €V(j>VT^s. 
i/'vXV* ■>■* fhixov dya^s, 
/xoAAov 8c dya^os u>v 
rjXOov ds (ru/tia dfiiavrov. 
26 See also Kom. 6 : 12 ; 12 : 1. 
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According to the usual understanding of the passage the author 
means by fiaXXov Se to substitute the second expression for the 
first ; and this second expression is thought to imply that the soul 
pre-exists, and has already attained a certain character, good or 
bad ; and that, according to this character, it is assigned to a bet- 
ter or a worse body. To this it is commonly added that the body 
is in any case something foreign to the soul and a source of evil 
to it (9: 15), because it is composed of matter (11:17). It will 
serve our purpose to reproduce in summary Grimm's comments. 

The author, he thinks, started to write the common expression, which 
would have been, "I was of good nature and was allotted a good soul and 
an undeflled body ;" but as he did not share the common view he did not 
complete the sentence, but substituted another for it (vs. 20). This would 
have been clearer if he had written, "Or rather, being a good soul I came 
into an undefiled body." This is evidently what he meant. The "un- 
deflled body" is a body not defiled by the power of the sensuous, or one 
in which the power of the sense-impulse is not so strong as to hinder the 
effort of the spirit toward wisdom and vhtue. The author accordingly - 
sees in the body, as apart of matter (9: 5 [15?]), the som:ce of evil, although 
his view on this point is not so fully developed as in Philo. In saying 
that the soul was good even before its union with the body, the pre- 
existence of soiils is presupposed, according to the familiar Platonic con- 
ception, which Philo and the Essenes also appropriated. Yet our author 
has somewhat modified the Platonic idea, for he thinks of the character 
of the body as dependent on the character of the soul in its pre-existeut 
state, and so assumes two sorts of pre-existing souls, good and bad. 
There are points of analogy with this in Plato and in Philo, but in Plato 
the best souls escape reincarnation, and in Philo they are not drawn to 
earth and do not enter human bodies at all, while of those that do enter 
the earthly life the better class regard the body as a prison, and long to 
return to their heavenly home. But in spite of this difference, Philo's 
view teaches us the spirit in which the writer of Wisdom also may have 
thought of the difference between good and bad souls in their pre-existent 
state. The good were less attracted by the earthly and sensuous than 
the bad. It is also to be assumed that the writer did not imagine that 
souls were created good and bad by God. They could only become so 
by their free choice.^' 

Now have we a right to say that in vs. 19 the author falls into 
a traditional (Jewish) form of expression with which he does not 
agree, and then in vs. 20 corrects himself and substitutes his new 

a' Grimm, Das Buch der Weisheit, pp. 176-78. 
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(Greek) conception; so that we ought to neglect the first verse 
and use only the second in interpreting his thought ? Grimm 
says that ndXXov Se is used sometimes to heighten, but more often 
to correct, what has been said; but in none of the instances he 
cites does the second sentence simply displace the first, or put a 
correct statement in the place of an erroneous one. In speech 
one may slip into an error and correct it with an "or rather." "On 
p. 8, or rather 10, we read, etc." But in writing we do not leave 
the error standing and add the correction. When one deliberately 
writes and leaves two alternative forms of expression, connected 
by fiaWov Be, we know that each has value to him, and that he 
feels that he conveys his meaning better by leaving them both 
and expressing a preference for the second, than he would do by 
striking out the first in favor of the second. Sometimes the 
adversative force of the Se in this phrase is so slight that we can 
only express it in English by an inflection of the voice ; sometimes 
it is strong enough to bear a "but;" but in all cases the two clauses 
together are clearer or stronger than the second would be alone. 
In the sentence, "Steal no more, but rather labor" (Eph. 4:28), 
the labor does displace the stealing, but the charge to labor does 
not displace, but only intensifies, the charge not to steal. Examples 
like the following could just as well be taken from English litera- 
ture, for they illustrate not a peculiar Greek phrase but the work- 
ing of the human mind. "It is Christ Jesus that died, nay rather 
that was raised from the dead" (Rom. 8:34) ; "Now that ye have 
come to know God, or rather to be known by God" (Gal. 4:9) ; 
"Those who were formerly despised and near to Hades, or rather 
had entered it" (III Mace, 6:81) ; "As slaves, or rather traitors" 
(III Mace, 7:5); "Pharaoh appointed Joseph successor of his 
kingdom, or rather king" (Philo, De Josepho, 21); "The stars 
are said to be ... . intelligent living beings, or rather each one 
is intellect itself" {De opif. mundi, 24).^' In such examples the 
value of the first clause is evident. It is usually the more familiar, 
the more easily understood, and even the more literally correct 
form; while the second is newer, more striking and bold, giving 
a peculiar force to a certain phase of the thought, never simply 

28 See further II Mmc, 6 : 23 ; Eph. 5 : 11 ; I Cor. 14 : 1, 5 ; Acts 5 : 13, 14. 
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displacing the first, and not necessarily more correct. In many- 
instances the second expression could not stand alone, but depends 
on its contrast to the first for its meaning. All this is almost too 
simple, and calls for an apology. But in the passage before us it 
is the habit of commentators to take the second clause apart from 
the first, and to make it alone siipport the great doctrine of the 
pre-existence of the soul. Farrar, for example, says that vs. 19 
is "an expression on which we need not dwell, because the writer 
proceeds, in the next clause, to correct it, and to intimate the view 
which he took of the relations between the soul and the body." 
Can we now follow the process of the writer's mind as he wrote 
the two clauses, and left them both standing? What he wanted 
to say was simply that Solomon was one of the favored men who 
possessed beauty and health and purity of body and also native 
goodness of character. The writer is a Jew writing Greek; and 
when he uses crcbfia and yjrvxv for the two parts of human nature 
he inevitably thinks of man somewhat more dualistically than he 
would have done had he been writing Hebrew. But he is still a 
Jew, and man still consists, in his thought, in the union of these 
two parts, and not in either one alone. When, then, he wishes to 
explain that this child, Solomon, was ev(f)v^'; in both parts of his 
being, the first way that occurs to him of expanding the bare 
statement is to say that he got by divine allotment a good soul. 
He is thinking of the body formed in the womb as if it were the 
person, and of the soul as chosen by God from his treasury of 
souls and breathed into the growing embryo, or into the child at 
birth. God fortunately allotted, or graciously chose, for Solomon 
a good soul. Then it occurs to him that it would be better to 
connect the personality with the soul, and to say that the body 
was happily matched to the soul, rather than that the soul was 
matched to the body. So he adds, "Or rather, being good, I 
came into a pure body." I think he would hardly have ventured 
to say what Grimm thinks would have made his thought clearer, 
"Being a good soul, etc." He does not expressly connect the 
man with the body in the first clause, nor with the soul in the 
second. The man, the "I," got a good soul, or rather entered a 
good body. He prefers to bring the "I" into close relation with 
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the soul, but he does not so far identify them that he cares to take 
back the expression, "I obtained a good soul." The birth of a 
man is the coming together of body and soul, and the man is 
most favored by nature who has a soul natively good, united to a 
body natively pure. It is almost, even though not quite, a matter 
of indifference to the writer whether this union is described by 
saying that the man (as if he were first a body, or were with the 
body) obtained the soul, or that the man (as if he were first a 
soul, or were with the soul) entered the body. That he hesitates 
between the two expressions, and that he leaves the first unerased, 
is entirely inconceivable if he had a fully developed doctrine of 
the pre-existence of the soul, such as is now uniformly ascribed 
to him. That he leaves the first clause standing is conceivable 
only on the supposition that it expressed his thought naturally 
and well and in the familiar way, but that a newer, more striking 
way of looking at and expressing the same thing comes into his 
mind, and that he ventures to set it over against the other. The 
fact that he leaves the first clause as it is, presents, as it seems to 
me, positive proof that no such doctrine of the pre-existence of 
the soul as that of Plato or Philo was in his mind. The birth 
of Solomon was the coming together of a good soul and a pure 
body. Did not the soul, then, exist and have a certain character 
before it came into a body? Yes, but only in a sense comparable 
to that in which the body existed and had a certain character 
before it received a soul. If we ask without presupposition what 
sort of prenatal existence is implied in the two verses taken 
together, I think we must say that the suggestion of vs. 19 is 
that God has made and has in keeping souls for all men who are 
to be bom, and allots one to each new child. Then vs. 20, not 
contradicting the suggestion of vs. 19, modifies it by taking a 
tentative step in the direction of connecting the person with the 
soul instead of with the body. God provides a soul for the body, 
or rather a body for the soul. One can use either expression, for 
it is not the man himself that pre-exists, but only the two parts 
that are to make the mau. 

What has already been said of the Jewish idea of the pre- 
existence of the body and of the soul is suflBcient to indicate that 
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this interpretation of 8:19, 20, though it separates the writer of 
Wisdom at this point from Philo, does not set him apart in isola- 
tion from snch movements of thought in his time as would 
naturally influence him. It does not attribute to him an anoma- 
lous position, but simply reveals the fact that he is still more Jew 
than Greek. When Jews began to speak Greek, and called the 
two parts of man crwfia and '^v^v, they would naturally use "^v^V 
of that which God breathed into man, the neshamah or ruah, 
and then the thought would be within easy reach that the person- 
ality, the "I," might associate itself as well with that part of the 
future man which comes from above as with the part which comes 
from below. Now it seems to me that in the Book of Wisdom 
we are at just such a point, and that 8:19, 20 is a significant 
landmark in this development of thought. This writer first and 
more naturally thinks of the body as that pre-existing part of man 
with which the personal pronoun could connect itself; but then 
he thinks of the ■^vxv, the other part of the coming man, that 
which God breathes into him or lends to him,^" as better deserv- 
ing to be called "I." The significance of this tentative and 
partial connection of the personality with the ■^vx^i for the 
author's doctrine of immortality will be discussed later on. But 
it would be a great mistake to suppose that one who stands at this 
transitional stage, and has made only such a start toward identi- 
fying the person with the ■»|^i'%'? as 8 : 19, 20 indicates, has adopted 
Platonism, or anything remotely resembling it. He does not hold 
to what we should call a real pre-existence of man at all. We 
are not to forget vs. 19. The writer is still more at home with 
the idea of a pre-existing body than with that of a pre-existing 
soul ; and granting that both in a sense pre-exist, man is still to 
him neither one nor the other, but the union of the two. Neither 
Plato nor Philo could have written either of these verses ; not vs. 

19, because it seems to connect the person with the body; not vs. 

20, because it implies that there is such a thing as a pure body, 
a fit abode for a good soul. 

In 7:1-6 the origin of man is described in detail, the origin 
of the same man, Solomon, as in 8:19, 20, narrated with the same 

29 See the discussion of 15 : 8, 11, 16 ; 16 : 14 below. 
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purpose, that of showing that, however he may have excelled 
other men in endowment, he was like all men in nature, and 
gained his pre-eminent wisdom, not by peculiar native talents, 
but only, as every man must gain it, by prayer and as a gift from 
God. Man is here described wholly from the point of view of 
his body. He is mortal, earth-born and related to earth, molded 
as a-dp^ in the womb; while that which comes from heaven into 
man is no part of his original nature, but the "spirit of wisdom," 
which is given in answer to prayer, and secures for men friend- 
ship with Grod. There is hardly room here for the idea of a 
descent of the soul into a human body, bringing with it some 
memory of its native region. The movement is upward by divine 
help, from mortality and earthliness toward God, not downward 
from nearness to God, through some degrading impulse, into 
earthly life. 

The origin of man is described again in 15:11, in dependence 
on Gen. 2:7. Of the idol-maker it is said: 

riyv6rj<rev Tov irXaVavTa avTov 

Kttt Tov ifiirvexKravTa avTiS \j/v)(rjv Ivepyovaav 

KoX iix^varjiravTa Trvev/JM ^oiTiKov. 

The last two lines are quite certainly identical in meaning. The 
verbs are synonymous, the descriptive attributes are not distinc- 
tive, and between the nouns themselves, ■<|^i'%'? and irvevfia, the 
author seems in this connection to have made no clear discrimi- 
nation (cf. 15:8, 16; 16:14). The ttvotj ^corj^ which, according 
to Gen. 2:7, God breathed into man, and the ■^vxv ^o>aa which 
man became, are not here kept apart. The '^v'x^rj or irvevfia of 
man is what God breathes into him, and is first of all vitality, life 
itself. At death man returns to the earth from which he was 
taken, to tt)? '^vx^'i airaiTrjOeh XP^°'' (15:8). The "^v^^, then, 
does not fully belong to man. The earth is his native element. 
The yjrvxv is a loan from God, and at death the debt is paid. The 
man returns to earth and his soul is taken back by God. This is 
obviously Jewish and nothing else. It agrees with 8 : 19, but not 
with 8:20; that is, man is not a soul that enters a body, but a 
body, formed of earth, growing in the womb (7:1 £E.), to which a 
soul is allotted, or lent. So in 15:16 man is one who has 
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borrowed his spirit {rb irvevfia SeSawcr^eVo?). Again, alluding to 
God's healing by means of the brazen serpent, the writer says 
(after I Sam. 2:6, etc.), that only God can both slay and make 
alive. Man can slay, i^eXObv Be irvevfia ovk avaa-rpe^ei, ov8e ava- 
Xvci yjrvxv^ 7rapaXr)fj,cl)d€laav ; that is, he cannot turn back [into 
the one whom he has slain] the spirit that has gone forth, nor 
can he release a soul that has been received, or taken possession 
of [by God] (16:14).'" Grimm supplies eh aZov, but it is more 
probable that the idea in the author's mind is still the same as in 
15:8, 16; moreover he nowhere says that the -^v^v goes to 
Hades — another indication that he is more Jew than Greek. 
The soul is taken back at death by God, and man cannot 
recover it. 

But to all that has been argued thus far it will of course be 
objected that in 9:15 and 11:17 we have ideas unmistakably 
Platonic, and that if these verses reveal the author's knowledge 
and acceptance of the Platonic dualism, it is right to assume that 
8:20 is also Platonic, and if 8:20, then 1:4. 

Solomon's prayer for wisdom (9:1-18) confesses that, though 
man was made for dominion and for righteousness, yet he is at best 
weak and short-lived and lacking in understanding, so that even 
one who is perfect as a man is to be reckoned as nothing unless 
he have the wisdom that comes from God. The necessity of this 
divine help is enlarged upon in vss. 13-18, chiefly in the language 
and spirit of the Old Testament;'^ but in vs. 15 a ground of man's 
limited powers of knowledge is found in his body. Because of 
its weight and burden the mind of man can know earthly things 
but imperfectly, and heavenly things not at all unless God sends 
his holy spirit. This, however, God does send, in answer to 
prayer, and a sufficient and saving knowledge of God is therefore 
within every one's reach. The "corruptible body" or "earthly 
tent" (cf. Isa. 38:12; Job 4:19)'^ is an explanation, not of the sin, 
but of the ignorance of man. This is the prayer of a perfect man, 

30 Cf. Eccle8,8:8. 

31 Compare, e.g., Isa. 40:13, U; Jer. 23:18a,- Job 15:8; 28: 20-22; .36:22; Sirach, 42:21. 

32 Sk^cos had almost lost its figurative sense and become practically a synonym of 
trufxa. See illustrations of this use in Ueinrici, Das Zweite Sendschreiben des Paulus an 
die Korinther, p. 241. 
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one in whom a good soul is united with an undefiled body. It is 
not therefore the impurity of the body, whether ritual or moral, 
that is in mind, but its mortality. The thought is the same as 
that of 7:1-6 and 9:5. The verse reads : 

<j)$apTov yap UMfxa /iapvvti ^vyrjv, 

KoX PpiOii, TO yeSSts (Tk^vos vovv TroXv(j)p6vTiSa. 

That the language is Platonic is not to be questioned; whether 
the thought is Platonic, the author himself should be allowed to 
decide. The sentence in the Phaedo (81 C) on which the verse 
is commonly thought to depend runs as follows : 

' E/*;8/[)i6es 8e yc tovto ^to (T0)|iiaT0£t8es] '' o'UcrBai ^rj elvai Kal ^apii kol 
■yccuSes Koi oparov • o &r] Kal t)(OV<Ta ij tow-vti] i/'UX^ PapvviraC Tt Kox (XKtrai 
TToXiv CIS Tov oparov Toirov, k. t. X. 

The common or related words in the two passages are : 



WisdoTn 



1. PpiOu 

2. TO yeSSts cK^vos 

3. jSapvvii ^jfvxqv 



Plato 



f/iPpidii 

yeiuSes 

jSapij and 17 i/^X^ Papvuerai. 



Grimm hesitates to affirm direct literary dependence, but E. 
Pfleiderer''* and MenzeP' think this certain. 

Plato is speaking here, not of the hindrance that the body 
offers to the mind in its search for truth, but of the lot after 
death of souls which have been defiled by the body during the 
earthly life. Such souls, he says, have, through constant occupa- 
tion with the body, taken something corporeal into themselves; 
and this corporeal element which the soul has absorbed, not the 
body itself — to acafiaToeihet, not to crtb/Ma — we must think to be 
burdensome, and heavy, and earthy, and visible, so that such a 
soul is weighed down and dragged back to the visible region. 
Hence such a soul may sometimes even be seen at its tomb 
because of the body-like element that it has taken with it from 
its life with the body. After such wanderings it must be again 
imprisoned in a body, perhaps that of some animal most fitting 
its character. The connection of our verse with this passage 

33 Not TO <ru|u,iL, which Grimm and others snpply. 

MOp. cit., pp. 295 f. 36 Op. cit., p. 61. 
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in Plato is therefore purely one of words and not at all one of 
thought, a fact which commentators do not seem to have regarded 
as important. But if our author had the Phaedo before him he 
could easily have found striking expressions of a thought at least 
in form closely like the one he has in mind, namely, that the body 
stands in the soul's way in its effort to gain wisdom, ^° instead of 
fixing upon a passage which has an entirely different meaning, 
and has nothing whatever to do with this thought. That it is 
remotely through the influence of this passage in Plato that the 
words ifi^pide;, jecoSe;, ^apvvco, became associated as expressing 
the relation of body to soul is not impossible. But that the writer 
of Wisdom selected them from Plato and made the application 
(expressing a Platonic thought in Platonic language which Plato 
used to express an entirely different thought) is improbable. The 
improbability will not lessen when we find that one so deeply 
concerned as our author is with the subject of immortality shows 
in all that he says about it not the slightest trace of the influence 
of the Phaedo, though this was the greatest book on the subject 
which the world had up to his time produced. Both in concep- 
tion and in argument he follows a wholly different and unrelated 
course. But our immediate concern is with the question whether 
the thought of 9:15 is really Platonic, or not. Our author thinks, 
of a body free from impurity as hindering the mind merely by 
the limitations of finiteness and mortality, while Plato regards 
the body as the seat of passions, of evil appetites, desires, and 
fears, which obscure the soul's natural vision of truth by a morally 
degrading and corrupting influence. In the Phaedo the only way 
in which the soul can see things as they are is by freeing itself 
as much as possible from the body. Indeed, it is only after actual 
death, which consists in the separation of body and soul, that the 
soul can fully gain truth. But the Book of Wisdom contains no 
such ascetic doctrine, and suggests absolutely no ascetic practice. 
The verse before us describes an inevitable fact about man. It 
does not find a moral cause of this fact in some sin or defect of 
the soul which brought it into the body, nor in the inevitable evil 
of the body as matter ; nor does it seek escape by the moral effort 

36 See, e. g., Phaedo, 66, 67. 
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of suppressing the body, by the practice of dying. Neither is the 
body man's fault, nor is its burden to be removed by his effort. 
It is natural and indispensable to man, and belongs to the best of 
men. It is not an insurmountable barrier in the way of wisdom, 
for there is an open path by which wisdom can be gained here 
and now. The way is not escape from the body as from a prison 
or grave, but the coming into body and soul (1:4) of the divine 
spirit of wisdom. Our author's positive injunction could only be 
to keep body and soul alike pure, since only on this condition can 
the prayer for the divine wisdom be granted (1:4). The man in 
whose person our author speaks gained wisdom in this way, 
through prayer and by the gift from above. He possessed a 
pure body, and when he asked for wisdom he received with it 
all good things of the bodily life, health and comeliness, riches, 
power, and honor (7:11; cf. vss. 8-10)." Our author knew how 
to idealize the Solomon of biblical history, but even he would 
hardly have chosen this hero if his own ideal had been that of 
asceticism. The book is full of the spirit of confidence and 
exultation in the actual possession of wisdom.'* This verse, 9:15, 
can therefore only mean that wisdom must be sought from God, 
and cannot be gained by man's unaided effort. But this is not a 
Platonic dualism ; it is Jewish religion, expressing itself first in 
Scripture form (9:13), then in certain Platonic phrases which 
the author had caught from the popular philosophical teaching 
of his day. Such a literary use of current phraseology, derived 
from a different world-view from one's own, is not unnatural. This 
verse does not, then, compel us to admit a dualism which 1:4 and 
8:19, 20 exclude. It neither compels nor permits us to attribute 
to our author " the Platonic conception of a pre-existence of souls 
and a banishing of them into earthly bodies because of a pretem- 
poral fall."^ 

What has been said of 9:15 applies even more obviously to 
11:17. The verse contains a Platonic phrase, but not a Platonic 
thought. The phrase aiMopcf)ov vkrj arose among Platonists, 
Aristotle being the first to use vXri in this sense. Plato had 

3T In accordance with I Kings 3 : 5-14. 39 ZOckler, Die Apokryphen^ p. 5. 

38See, e.g., 6:22— 7:14; 7:15-21; 8:2ff. 
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used dfiopcfjo'}*'' of the world-stuff, and the phrase v\r] afiop(f>oi 
was used by Stoics and by Philo." The Stoic use indicates that 
it did not necessarily carry dualistic implications with it, and our 
further study will make it probable that it was from the popular 
Stoicism of his time, rather than from Platonism, that our author 
took the phrase. That God made the world out of formless 
matter was not indeed a Hebrew conception; but the question 
that concerns us is whether to our author, as to Philo, the matter 
of which God made the world was evil and a cause of evil; and 
to this we may return a confident negative. In the material 
world as God made it only wholesome powers are operative (1 : 14). 
That God created the world of formless matter is an evidence only 
of his greater power, and it is only to illustrate and magnify his 
power that it is mentioned. God's creation is altogether good. 
It is only man whose sin brings evil into it, and his sin is nowhere 
traced to the matter of which his body is formed. 

One verse which Grimm interprets in a Platonic direction we 
need not discuss in detail, since it is generally agreed that his 
rendering is mistaken. In 8:21 he rendered the word eyKpaTij'} 
by enihaltsam (as in Sirach, 26:15), whereas it must certainly 
be translated "possessed of," "master of" (as in Sirach, 6:27; 
15:1; Bar. 4:1), supplying ao<f>ia<; from vs. 18, vss. 19, 20 being 
parenthetical. Grimm's inference that we have here the Alexan- 
drian principle that the greatest possible freeing of oneself from 
the body is the foundation of virtue and the condition of the 
elevation of the spirit to the supersensible realm, is baseless. This 
is indeed the view that necessarily results from the dualistic theory 
of Plato and Philo, and is strenuously urged by them. The fact 
that it appears neither here nor elsewhere in the Book of Wisdom 
surely confirms us in our belief that its author did not accept the 
dualistic theory. 

It must already be evident that our writer's view of the world 
should not be inferred from two or three isolated sentences, but 
rather that these sentences should be interpreted in the light of 
his general view. To this we must therefore now give some atten- 
tion. The Platonic or Philonic doctrine of the pre-existence of 

*o Timaeus, hi A. i\ See Grimm on Wiadom U:V. 
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the 6oul, which is commonly attributed to our author, is a part of 
a certain philosophy and psychology. Its presence is indicated 
by causes and effects especially in three directions. It belongs, 
in the first place, to a dualistic conception of the universe, in which 
the ruling contrast is that between matter and spirit, and in man 
between body and soul. In the next place, evil in this universe 
is due to matter, and sin in man to the body. Sin is to be con- 
quered by a war against the body and by separation from the 
world, by anticipating that freedom of the soul from the body 
which only actual death can fully effect. Finally, to the pre-exist- 
ence of the soul corresponds its immortality. That which comes 
into the body as a foreign being is not involved in the body's 
death. The bodily existence appears as an interruption of the 
soul's normal life. We must therefore test our thesis that there 
is no Platonic doctrine of pre-existence in the Boole of Wisdom by 
asking whether the grounds and results of such a doctrine are to be 
seen here, as they clearly are in Philo, in these three directions. 
The writer's general view of the world is set forth in his con- 
ception of Wisdom. This is the most philosophical idea that the 
book contains, and the one most affected by Greek influence. But 
this conception, rooted in the native soil of Jewish monotheism, 
branches out, not in the direction of Platonic dualism, but in that 
of Stoic monism. The most philosophical and the most Hellenic 
passage in the book is 7:22 — 8:1; and here, as in related pas- 
sages (1:7; 12:1), it is not the Platonic doctrine of Ideas, but 
the Stoic conception of the World Soul that contributes to its 
development. Even here, however, the writer remains more Jew 
than Greek. '^ Wisdom, which is once called Power (1:3) and 
several times Spirit, is the agency through which God made and 
maintains the universe, rules human history for the ends of 
righteousness and love, and imparts to individuals knowledge, 
friendship with himself, virtue and immortality. There is 
undoubtedly a certain want of adjustment between the physical 
and the ethical qualities and functions of Wisdom, but the author's 
purpose to make it a unifying conception is unmistakable. As a 

<2 The doctrine of Wisdom is expounded in 1:1-7; 6:12-25; chaps. 7— 9 (especially 7 :22— 
8:1); chaps. 10— 11:1; cf. 12:1. 
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semi-physical substance and energy it fills the world, making and 
holding together all things; while as the pure image and outflow 
of the goodness of God, it refuses to dwell in unrighteous men. 
Regarded as the immanence of God in the creation, it is described 
as an all-penetrating, all-moving, all-renewing energy, various yet 
one, mobile yet steadfast. Regarded as God's self-revelation and 
self-communication to men, it is characterized by moral qualities — 
righteousness, purity, and especially love. In both aspects Wisdom 
is the image of God; in one, of his power; in the other, of his 
goodness. In one view it penetrates all spirits, in the other it 
enters only into holy souls. No doubt the writer, though more 
Hebrew than Stoic, takes the physical aspects and activities of 
the Wisdom Spirit seriously. It literally fills and makes and 
rules all things (1:7; 7:22ff.; 12:1). The formless matter of 
which God made the world he evidently conceives of as wholly 
penetrated and ordered and mastered by this Spirit. There is no 
hint that matter presents an obstacle to this creative energy of God, 
or produces any defect in the creation. The divine declaration 
that the world is very good is accepted without reserve (1:14), 
and demonstrated with enthusiasm. Only one thing stands 
opposed to this Spirit of God, and that is not matter, even in 9:15, 
and not the devil, in spite of 2 : 24, but always and everywhere the 
sin of man. Death, which is the author's summary word for all 
evil does not belong to God's purpose, and was not made by him." 
Wicked men brought it upon them by their own deeds and choice 
(1:12-16; 2:23, 24). Nothing else excludes the presence or 
limits the potency of this divine Wisdom except the evil thoughts 
and deeds of man. Death is the only evil thing in the universe, 
and sin is the only cause of its presence. 

Wisdom, as the artificer of all things, knows and can reveal the 
mysteries of the physical universe (7:17-22o); but these, which 
occupy so large a place in books like Enoch, our author does not 
care to unfold. His interests are chiefly to set forth Wisdom as 
the way of personal salvation (1:1-7; chaps. 6-9), and to prove 
that it orders human life justly and with loving care for men 
(chaps. 10-19). It would lead us too far to show in detail how 

«3 Contrary to SiracTi, 11 : 14 ; 33:14,15; yet see 39:29; 40:9,10. 
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eagerly the writer contends that there is no problem of evil, that 
all is well with the world, that even if not in seeming, yet always 
in reality, the forces of the world are working together to the 
ends of justice and goodness. In the last section of the book 
(chaps. 10-19) an effort is made to prove from sacred history 
that Wisdom in reality rules all things graciously (8:1), and that 
the creation itself fights on the side of God (5:17, 20 ff.). The 
history of Israel, from Egypt to Canaan, exhibits the power, and 
especially the love, of God (11:21—12:2; 12:12-18, etc.). 
Through God's all-pervading Spirit all things are ordered "by 
measure, and number, and weight" (11:20), in ideal fitness for 
moral ends. Men are punished in ways exactly fitting their sin 
(St' wv Tt9 dfiaprdvet. 8ia tovt(ov KoXd^erai, 11:16). This principle 
is variously illustrated (12:24-27; 16:1; 18:4, 5), and is shown 
to be a principle of love even more than of justice. The righteous 
suffer only in obviously beneficent measure and manner (12 : 19-22 ; 
15:2; 11:8-10; 16:4-11; 18:20-25). The physical creation acts 
with God in blessing and in punishment, in such ways that even 
the very thing that afflicts the wicked benefits the righteous 
(16:1 ff., 15 ff.; 19:6, 18-21). Beyond question the general 
view of the book is the thorough goodness of the creation, and the 
complete subordination of nature to moral ends through the all- 
penetrating and ruling Spirit. Formless matter meets us nowhere 
but in 11:17, and it is clear that material elements and forces do 
not block the way or limit the power of the divine government, 
but marvelously assist and further it. Philo, also, maintained 
the goodness of the universe, but in his view its perfection is seri- 
ously impaired by the matter of which God made it. In the 
Book of Wisdom the ruling contrast is decidedly not between 
matter and spirit, or body and soul, but between righteousness 
and sin. 

What then of sin? What is its source, if not the "corruptible 
body" composed of "formless matter"? Sin appears to be simply 
a man's free choice of evil by which he renounces his true nature 
as a son of God and throws away his heritage of rulei^hip and 
immortality." The nature and growth of sin are described in 

"See 1:12, 16; compare 2 : 16-18 ; 2:21-24; 9:2,3; 6:3,4,20,21. 
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connection with those types of incorrigible sinners, the Egyp- 
tians and the Canaanites. The plagues of the Egyptians and 
their destruction in the Red Sea, and the extermination of the 
Canaanites required justification as deeds of a God whose nature 
was distinguished above all by forgiving and saving love. The 
justification was found in the hopeless and final character of their 
wickedness. The sin of the Canaanites was especially heinous 
and deeply ingrained (12:3-6, 10, 11); yet the language that 
describes it contains no doctrine of original sin, nor any suggestion 
that either the devil or the material body was responsible for it. 
Even to them God gave room for repentance: ovk ayvocov on 
•Kov-qpa 7] lyeveaL'; avro)v Kal eficj}VTO<; r/ KUKia avrmv, koX on oil firj 
oKXayy 6 Xoyia/xoi ainav ek rov ai,(ova, aTrepfia yap -qv KaTTjpap-evov 
air' apx'i'i (12:106, 11a). The inference is that God's forbear- 
ance toward these who were "due to death" (12:20), was only 
the greater proof of his strength (vss. 12-18), and that we, in 
imitation of God, ought to be lovers of men (vs. 19). 

The fundamental sin, in our author's view, is not sensual pas- 
sion, but idolatry. Idolatry issues indeed in all sorts of immorali- 
ties, but its root is ignorance of God; and this again seems to be 
traced to some inherent perversity or dullness of the mind, rather 
than to the bodily nature. "Foolish were [^croi' must be sup- 
plied on account of the following '7rapi)v~^ all men by nature [</>uo-et], 
and ignorance of God was with them" (13:1). It is of course 
possible with Grimm to interpret ^vaei by 9:15, as referring to 
the body; but we should surely have a right to expect some hint 
of this in the elaborate discussion that follows, and no such hint 
is given. The visible world is good, not evil (13:1), and it is 
because it is so good, because of the beauty and grandeur of 
created things, that men have stopped with these and failed to see 
that they revealed the greater beauty of their invisible author 
(13:1 ff.). For this men are partly excusable (vss. 6, 7), but 
partly at fault (vss. 8, 9). The beauty of the world which should 
reveal God, is in fact a cause of idolatry. Another explanation of 
idolatry (14:12-21) traces it to images of a lost child, or of an 
absent ruler. These images are idealized, and finally worshiped. 
Then from this radical fault spring all sorts of immorality, at first 
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as a part of worship, and then as an all-dominating wickedness 
(14:22—31): f] yap tS)v avtovvficov elBmXcov dprjcriceia iravTm cipyr} 
KUKOv Koi ahia koX Trepo? eariv (14:27). This is surely not the 
language of one to whom vXr) or o-wyiio is the beginning or principle 
and the cause of evil. That it is ignorance of God," unbelief in 
him,*" with the resulting idolatry, that is the root of sin and evil 
is no less evident in chapters 1, 2, where the author describes the 
contemporary form of the ancient sins of Egyptians and Canaanites. 
The denial of God and of the unseen is the fundamental creed of 
the ungodly (2:1-5, 22), and sensuality and cruelty are its results 
(2:6-20). 

Here, however, we meet the famous sentence, "By envy of the 
devil death entered into the world, and they experience it who 
belong to his part" (2:24). The language of this verse belongs 
to another type of dualism, not the Hellenistic, but that which we 
find especially in the apocalyptical books of Palestinian Judaism. 
The foreign relations of this sort of dualism, if we are to look for 
them at all, belong rather in the Persian than in the Greek world. 
But does our author adopt the views of this school or tendency 
when he falls in this single verse into its language? No one has 
ever urged that Satan or demons had an important place in our 
author's theology. He has, in strict consistency, no room in his 
world for any divine being except God, or for any spirit except 
God's one omnipresent and omnipotent Spirit of Wisdom. He 
nowhere connects idolatry with demons, a connection easy and 
often made ; just as he nowhere connects immorality with the body. 
Idolatry, that primary sin, is due to ignorance of God, and immo- 
rality is the result of idolatry. Of course if the author had denied 
the existence of a devil he would hardly have written this verse, 
or would have allegorized the story of the fall as Philo does. He 
touches for this once upon ideas capable of development into a 
pronounced dualism, and actually so developed by some Jews, but 
he does not adopt the dualism. The verse is of course a summary 
allusion to Genesis, chap. 3; but though it is the first definite 
identification of the serpent with the devil which we meet in Jewish 
literature, it is safe to affirm that our author was not the first to 

«5 See 12:27; 13:1-9; U:22; 15:11,12; 16:16. *6 'AiriirTtlr, 1 : 2 ; 10:7; 12:17; 18:13. 
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make the identification, for he has no special interest in it and 
makes no further use of it. It is quite evident that 2:23, 24 is 
exactly parallel in thought to 1:12-16. The fact that the devil 
tempted man belonged to the story as he had been taught to 
understand it, but does not explain or excuse man's sin; and it is 
man's sin alone which explains his death. Sin is the choice of 
death, and actually appears to be the cause that called it into 
being. The close likeness between the last lines of 1:16 and of 
2:24 deserves attention. Supplying the line of 1:15 which is 
wanting in the Greek, we obtain 0dvaTo<; as the reference of ain-ov 
and eKeivov in 1:16. Death is personified, as Hades is in 1:14, 
where it is said that he has no palace (or crown, cf. 5:16) on 
earth. The ungodly make Death their friend, ori a^ioi ela-tv rrj<; 
eKeivov fiepiSo^ ehai. When now we compare this with 2:24, 
•rreipd^ovaiv Se avrov ^Oavarov^ ol tj)? eKeivov \hi,a^6\ov^ fxepiBo^ 
6Vt€9, our impression is that the devil is scarcely more than the 
personification of death. Certainly death is his proper realm and 
portion. Our author maintains his doctrine that the universe is 
altogether good and wholly filled with the divine Spirit by deny- 
ing that God made death (1:13; 2 : 23 ) , and by denying its reality 
in the case of the righteous (3:1 f.) . We may infer that a devil 
whose realm is dependent on sin, and manifests itself only in the 
self-destruction which sin brings upon itself, would be incapable 
of lifting himself up into serious rivalry with God, or becoming 
a menace to the author's monism. His being and reign border 
close on the non-existent. Our writer's mode of thinking made 
it quite possible for him to accept the reality of the devil of cur- 
rent thought and yet give him practically the value of a mere 
symbol of temptation and death. The distinction between the 
figurative and the literal in Jewish writing can seldom be made by 
a sharp line, and needs to be drawn with almost as much tact in 
the case of the writer of Wisdom as in that of Paul and the 
writer of the Fourth Gospel. It is of course possible to infer from 
this verse, 2 : 24, that the writer divided the universe between God 
and Satan ; attributed sin and death, which God did not make, to 
Satan ; and separated mankind into two classes, those who belong 
to God and those who belong to the devil. But as a matter of 
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fact this is not his way of thinking. He expresses himself so 
explicitly as to God's sole activity and universal presence and rule 
through the Spirit of Wisdom, and as to man's sole responsibility 
for sin and death, that we confidently refuse to draw such infer- 
ences from a single verse, and because of it to class the book with 
Enoch, chaps. 1-36, and the Assumption of Moses. In just the 
same way we have seen how possible it is to infer from 9:15 that 
the writer adopted the Jewish Hellenistic type of dualism, divid- 
ing the universe between matter and spirit, making matter the 
source of evil, ascribing sin and death to the corruptible and 
defiling body, and regarding the soul as an immortal being tem- 
porarily imprisoned in the body. But the author in fact does not 
adopt and carry through this dualism any more than the other; 
and 9:15 is as isolated as 2:24. He expresses himself explicitly 
in regard to the nature of sin and death and the way of escape 
from sin and from mortality; and he does not locate sin in the 
body, nor attribute death to the body, nor prescribe a dying to 
the body as the way of salvation. There is in reality a close 
analogy between the two cases. There is quite as much ground 
for the former inference, which no one makes, as for the latter, 
which almost everyone accepts. I am bound to believe that the 
reason why the Hellenistic dualism is accepted as the doctrine of 
the book and the Palestinian (apocalyptical) dualism is rejected, 
lies not in anything in the book itself, but in the fact that it is a 
Greek book, and that in its conception of Wisdom it occupies a 
midway position between Proverbs, chap. 8, and the Logos of 
Philo. If 2:24 is a harmless use of current language which really 
says no more than 1:16, why should it be insisted that 9:15 must 
mean so much more than 9 : 5 and 7 : 1-6 ? In fact both passages 
illustrate this writer's habit of adopting modes of expression that 
belong to views of the world and types of religion different from 
his own. In this he is not indeed so different from other men; 
but one who is not a systematic thinker, and who finds it every- 
where easy to slip into spiritualizing interpretations will go farther 
in this direction than others. 

But if neither in his general view of the world nor in his con- 
ception of sin and evil does our author prove to be a Platonist, 
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does it not remain true that his doctrine of the immortality of the 
soul is Platonic and harmonizes with, if it does not actually require, 
his acceptance of the Platonic doctrine of the soul's pre-existence ? 
If in our book the immortality of the soul takes the place of the 
Jewish doctrine of the resurrection, and is maintained in contrast 
to the corruptible nature of the body it would seem natural to 
infer that the writer accepted the Greek distinction of body and 
soul, and that the pre-existence and the immortality of the soul, 
were with him as with Plato and Philo, inseparable parts of one 
view of the nature of man. We have, therefore, to ask whether 
his conception of immortality is of the sort that implies pre-exist- 
ence, or agrees well with it, or at the very least permits it. 

We notice at the outset that the writer's conception of immor- 
tality rests, as that of the rabbis did, primarily on Genesis, chaps. 
1-3. The story of creation and the fall is taken to mean that 
God made man for dominion and eternal life, and that sin is man's 
free choice of death (W^isdom, 1:12-16; 2:28,24). Not because 
in man a soul immortal by nature is united with a mortal body is 
the death of the body powerless to destroy the life of the soul; 
but because God, entering upon creation from the impulse of love 
(11:24-26), made man in his own image, is immortality man's 
destined end. Only his sin shuts him off from the goal. The 
writer's interpretation of the story of the fall shows his character- 
istic blending of the literal and the figurative. That he accepts 
the story as historical fact is a matter of course (2:24), but in 
effect the story means to him that each man who sins brings death 
upon himself, and that those who do not sin do not really die 
(1:12-16). Adam is not made responsible for the power of sin, 
nor for the reign of death. On the contrary, following a line of 
which Sirach, 49:16 is our first witness, Adam is thought of as an 
example of righteousness (10:1, 2). According to the principle 
of 1:15; 3:1, 2, Adam did not die. His repentance must have 
saved him from death. Cain was the first one in reality to die ; 
and we find almost the thought of Philo*' that Cain really killed 
himself, not his brother, because he killed the virtue in which 
true life consists (10:3). There is of course the literal sense in 

*' Quod det, potiori insid, soleat, 14. 
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which all men descended from Adam are mortal as he was (7:1), 
and all, good and bad, have the same lot in birth and death (7:6). 
But there is a reality in comparison with which this outward lot is 
only a seeming. The reality is that only sinners die. 

Next, then, to the dependence of the author's doctrine of im- 
mortality on Genesis, chaps. 1-3, is to be put the resulting fact 
that his doctrine is not the immortality of the soul, but the immor- 
tality of righteousness and of righteous men. His text is: St,Kaio- 
a-vvrj yap addvaT6<; icrriv, injustitia autem mortis est acquisitio 
(1:15). With this our question might seem to be already answered. 
The immortality of righteousness is not the sort of immortality 
that involves a doctrine of the pre-existence of the soul. It is 
not the sort of immortality which the soul brings with it into the 
mortal body. It is the sort that man can gain by moral effort. 
This, however, does not excuse us from further study, for Plato and 
Philo also think that it is by philosophy that men are immor- 
talized. It is possible on the basis of Platonism, to think of the 
soul as indestructible, and yet use the word immortality of a 
blessed life of the soul in communion with God. 

Our next observation is that the doctrine of immortality is 
maintained in the Book of Wisdom in opposition to a definite 
denial of it by the "ungodly" (atrejSeZ?). They used in part the 
familiar arguments from appearances. Birth happens in an off- 
hand way ; life is short ; death is certain, and no one ever escaped 
it (2:1, 2a). But they added a theoretical argument based on 
the nature of the soul (2:26, 3): The breath of life in man is 
as insubstantial as smoke. His reason (Xo'709) is a spark produced 
by the beating of the heart. When the spark goes out the body 
becomes ashes, and the spirit is dispersed like thin air (to TrveO/jia 
SiaxvO'i]creTai &)? ■)(aiivo<; arjp). Apart from these expressions the 
argument that death ends all is Hebraic in character, and is closely 
paralleled in Job and Sirach,'" and especially in Ecclesiastes.*" 
The verses before us (2: 26, 3) have in part Old Testament con- 
nections. Ecclesiastes 12: 7 is reflected in vs. 3, but it is as clearly 
materialized here as it is spiritualized in IV Ezra, 7:78. The 

48E. g., Job7:7, 9; U: 10-12; 27:3; S4:14, 15; SiVocfc, 17:28 (23) ; 38:21; 44:9. 
49 See Grimm, p. 30, n. 3. 
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chapter depicts a degenerate type of Epicureanism, and vss. 2, 3 
contain a defense of it in the form of a popular materialistic theory 
of the soul, the roots of which are in Heraclitus and Zeno. Now 
it is a striking disclosure of our author's point of view with refer- 
ence to immortality that, although he states the theory of his 
opponents that the soul is a product of bodily functions and hence 
ends with the body, he yet offers no theory of his own in reply. 
We should expect him at least to affirm, if not to argue, that the 
soul is not produced by bodily processes, but is independent of 
the body and not involved in its dissolution. But neither here 
nor anywhere in the book do we find an argument or even an 
assertion of this kind. In the Phaedo (70, 77, 78) the same 
theory is stated, that the soul is of the nature of air or smoke, 
and will be blown away and dissipated when removed from the 
body; and over against it the independent and indestructible 
nature of the soul is proved. But the author of Wisdom meets 
the assertion that death is due to the material nature of the soid 
only by the assertion that death is due to nothing but sin. He 
makes no effort to disconnect the soul from the body, or to find 
in the nature of the soul a ground for belief in its immortality. 
He draws out the crooked thoughts and wicked devices of his 
adversaries at length (2:6-20; cf. 5:1-14). He finds the root 
of their fault in ignorance of God and the denial of his righteous 
rule and sure rewards (2: 22). He does feel the need of affirming 
and proving the reality and universal presence of the Spirit of 
Wisdom in the world. The immortality in which he believes 
belongs primarily to this Spirit (12: 1), and is imparted by it to 
men (6: 17-21; 8: 17 ; 15: 3) ; but it does not belong to the nature 
of the soul. 

One is tempted to think that the author did not disprove the 
theory of 2:2, 3 because he accepted it as true for those who 
uttered it. These are the perverse thoughts that separate men 
from God (1:3), the words by which the ungodly call death to 
them (1:16). Their final lot, as they themselves confess, is in 
accordance not only with their desert but with their expectation 
(5: 1-20). They expected to be as though they had never been 
(2:2), and this is in fact their end (5:9ff.). Indeed in the 
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proper sense of the word they have never lived at all (5: 13), for 
only righteousness is life. "The ungodly shall be requited even 
as they reasoned" (3: 10). It shall be to them according to their 
faith. Their death illustrates that fitness of the penalty to the 
sin which characterizes the rule of the divine wisdom.*' The 
argument of the wicked that death ends all is their choice of death 
as their portion, and does not contradict the writer's faith that 
immortality can be gained by righteousness. The only difference 
between them is that, while they think that it is their nature, he 
declares that it is their sinful choice that makes hopeless death 
their final lot. He offers, not a theory that the soul is immortal, 
but a way of escape from death, open to any who will enter it. 

Is it not, then, the soul in distinction from the body that he 
believes can attain immortality ? This is neither to be affirmed 
nor denied hastily. It is really a difficult question to answer with 
confidence. It is of course commonly affirmed. Schwally, for 
example, says that the book knows no resurrection, but only an 
immortality of the soul;" and cites 6:19; 1:15; 3:4; 15:3; 8:13, 
17, in proof of the statement that the phrase ra? Sk yjrvxa'i adavd- 
TOW, which Josephus uses in describing Essene doctrine, applies 
to the Book of Wisdom. The passages cited contain the words 
a6avaala, addvarof, d(f>6apcria, but not one of them contains the 
word ■^vx'], nor is this connection found anywhere else. These 
three words are favorite and characteristic words of our author. 
They are used of the destination for which Grod made man (2 : 23) ; 
of the hope of the righteous (3:4) ; of that which Wisdom imparts 
to those who love and follow her (6:18, 19; 8:13, 17), that which 
belongs, together with righteousness, to the knowledge of God 
(15:3) ; of the memory of virtue (4:1; cf. 8:13) ; and d(f>0apTO<! 
is applied to the Spirit of God and to the Law (12:1; 18:4). 
It is scarcely an accident that these words are never used of the 
soul. The omission would be strange in the case of one whose 
eschatology rested on the contrast between a mortal body and an 
immortal soul. The contrasted word dvqro'i is used of man (7:1; 

*8 Compare M. Sanhedrin, X. 1 : He who says that the resurrection of the dead is not to 
be derived from the Law has no part in the world to come. That is, He who denies the resur- 
rection will not rise. 

<9 Das Leben nach dem Tode, p. 180. 
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9:14; 15:17); <f)6apT6<; of an idol (14:8), and, in the one verse 
whose rights we are testing (9:15), of the body. The question 
whether in this verse (j>dapTbv crMfia implies the a<J30apTo<; "tjrvxv 
which we look for elsewhere in vain is precisely the question 
before us. 

The word yjrvxv does occur in connection with the thought of 
the life after death in 2:22; 3:1, 13; 4:14; but the expressions 
used are not conclusive proof that immortality belongs to the soul 
apart from the body. The order of words in the phrases yepa<; 
yjrvy^cav a/xtoficov, BiKaioJV Se ■^v')(ai, k. t. X., apearrj yap rjv Kvpta) tj 
■^vxT] avTov, shows that the emphasis is not on V^fX??, as if in con- 
trast to craifia^ but on the characterizing words. It is the blame- 
less soul, the souls of righteous men, the God-pleasing soul, that 
gains the reward. It is the wages of holiness for which men 
should hope (2:22). The subject of the verbs in 3:2 ff., though 
in form i/rvxat, is certainly in the writer's thought Blkmol.^ In 
4: 14 it is clear that it is the man, not the soul, that is translated 
(cf. 4:10). Nor does any stress belong to yjrvxayv in the phrase 
ev eTTio-KOTrri yjrvxaiv (3:13; cf. 2:20; 3:7; 4:15). In all these 
passages the Old Testament meaning of nephesh, 'person,' is 
almost, if not quite, an adequate rendering of yj/'v^v- When it is 
asked, then, whether 9:15 does not imply the idea of an a^OapTO'; 
■^jrvxv "W'e have a right to hesitate. That this was the implication 
in the minds of those who first shaped the language of the verse, 
Plato and his successors, we have already fully acknowledged. 
That a Jew could adopt the language without this implication, 
Paul makes it easier for us to realize. Paul remained a Hebrew 
in his vigorous rejection of the Greek (Platonic) idea of the im- 
mortality of the incorporeal soul; yet he either quotes this very 
verse from Wisdom or says the same thing in similar language in 
a passage in which he is afBrming resurrection in contrast to 
immortality (II Cor. 5:1-4). Unquestionably the opposite of 
^Oaprov (Toyfjia in Paul's view is d(f>9aprov aSyfia. He hoped for a 
body not corruptible and earthly, not burdening the soul, but 
fitted for its highest and best life. The right to compare the writer 
of Wisdom with Paul is wholly independent of the current opinion 

50 Compare 4:7 ff.; 5:15f. 
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that Paul knew and used the book. In antecedents and training, 
and in their modes of thought, the two men are somewhat related 
to each other; and at more points than one each of them helps us 
to understand the other. According to Paul the "^v^v is not the 
immortal part of man. Body and soul must both be spiritualized 
if man is to attain immortality. In Wisdom 6:17-21 the succes- 
sive steps of the process of moral and religious discipline are 
traced by which man reaches the goal of immortality. Taking the 
passage in connection with others which speak of the indwelling 
of the Spirit of Wisdom in man (1:1-5; 7:27) we reach a con- 
ception not far from that of Paul, that it is the gift and indwelling 
of the divine Spirit that becomes in mortal man the power both 
of righteousness and of immortality (cf. 8:7, 17; 15:3). 

Lest it should be objected that Paul's doctrine is solely the 
result of the resurrection of Christ and of the identification of the 
Spirit with him, it must be pointed out more fully how deeply our 
author's doctrine of immortality is rooted in the Old Testament. 
His doctrine is that righteousness leads to life and sin to death ; 
and stated in this way it is at once evident that it is essentially a 
Hebrew doctrine. We have already noticed one of the Old Testa- 
ment sources of our author's doctrine of immortality, namely Gene- 
sis, chaps. 1-3." More than one inference could be drawn from the 
account of the fall. It might be said that Adam's sin brought 
death upon all his descendants, or that since all men have died, 
all must have sinned.*^ Our author adopts neither of these views, 
but denies that all men do in reality die. The righteous only 
seem to die, but are really translated into the presence of God 
(3: Iff.). 

That the word translation best expresses the process by which 
the righteous escape death is indicated by the writer's use of a sec- 
ond Old Testament source of his doctrine, the story of Enoch. 
This also was capable of being variously applied. By the majority 
the fact was simply accepted that Enoch, Elijah, perhaps Moses and 
a few others," never experienced death, but were transported to 

61 Especially Gen. 1 : 26, 27 (cf . Ps. 8 : 6-10) ; 1 : 31 ; 2 : 7, 17 ; 3 : 19. 

62 IV £«ra, 7 : 48 ; Eom .5:12. 

63 See IV Ezra, 6 : 26 ; Syr. Apoc. Baruch, 13 : 5 ; 24 : 2 ; 25 : 1. 
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Paradise, where they are still living in the body. In this there 
was no element of hope for the average man, though such excep- 
tional cases enforced the thought of Genesis, chaps. 1-3, that man 
was made for immortality. But to our author Enoch's translation 
is a type of the death of the righteous, and especially the vin- 
dication of God's love and power in the case of their early death 
(4:7-19). According to this passage death is not preferred 
because it frees the soul from the burden of the body; it is not 
desired as the condition for the attainment of wisdom; but one 
who in youth has already attained that perfection in knowledge 
and character which is usually gained only by the discipline of a 
long life, having in the real sense reached old age while still young 
(4: 8, 9, 13), may be taken out of this world that his virtue may 
not be harmed by the influence of evil men. His death is an ideal 
condemnation of those who live long and yet do not possess virtue 
(4:16). 

A third Old Testament source of our author's doctrine is the 
often repeated faith of Law and Prophecy and Wisdom that life 
is for the righteous and death for the wicked." Although the 
Psalms probably and the Proverbs certainly, contained no doctrine 
of a life after death, yet one who holds that doctrine can find 
abundant and satisfying expression of it in such passages as Psalms 
16:11, 12; 34:21-23; 73:28-26, and in the conception of life 
and death in Proverbs.^* Here as, in the preceding instances, the 
question is one of interpretation. The original writers evidently 
meant by life, long and happy and honorable life, rich in the 
experience of the favor of God; and by death, premature and un- 
happy death, and the absence of what gives life its higher worth. 
Dillmann well says. 

Such sentences are not exhausted by saying that wisdom and piety 
keep men from untimely death, and that sin and folly cast men down in 
misfortune and early death. Although this is certainly meant, yet there 
lies in such words the further thought that there is a death apart from 
bodily death, and a life in spite of bodily death. The absolute contrast 
which exists for the common consciousness between temporal life and 

6<L6V.18:5; Deut. 30 : 15-20 ; Jer.21:8; Ezek, 20:11, 13; Sirach, 15:11, etc. 
"E.g. 1:31, 32; 2: 18, 19; 3:22; 4:4-22; 5:5; 7:2, 26, 27; 9: 18; 10:2; 11:4, 5, 7; 12:28; 13:14; 
14:27,32; 15:24, etc. 
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temporal death is removed. There is a higher, truly immortal life within 
the temporal life, for which even the terrors of death have lost their 
power. From this the step is not a long one to the knowledge of a life 
after death, although in Proverbs this is not expressly affirmed." 

I quote the passage because it expresses quite exactly the 
position of the writer of Wisdom. He no doubt takes this last 
step, but he takes it from the ground gained in the Book of Prov- 
erbs, and not from any other line of approach; and for him the 
step seems — and is — a short one. Proverbs 8:35, 36 comes little 
short of being an adequate summary of our writer's doctrine of 
immortality, and was almost certainly in his mind when he wrote 
1: 116, 12, 16. It reads: al yap efoSo/f fiov e^oSoi fa)'»}?, Kal iroi- 
lid^erai 6eXr]at,<; irapb, K.vpiov. ol Se etV e/xe d/j,apTdvovTe<; dcre^ovaiv 
TCK eavT&v ^IrvxcK, Kal ol fucrovvre<: fie dyaircoaiv Odvarov. The 
Greek language and atmosphere of the writer of Wisdom no doubt 
helped him to take such words of his Hebrew Scriptures in a more 
absolute sense than they were meant; but on the other hand his 
Hebrew instincts prevented him from taking the Greek phrases 
and conceptions which he adopted as literally as they were taken 
by Greeks. His doctrine of immortality is, in the end, far nearer 
to Proverbs 8 : 35, 36 than to Plato's Phaedo; and among those 
more nearly contemporary his relationship, in my judgment, is 
much closer to Paul than to Philo. His doctrine is not the im- 
mortality of the soul because of its nature, but the immortality of 
the righteous because of the justice and grace of God, and through 
the power of his indwelling Spirit. 

Does this mean that in any sense comparable to the Pauline 
the Book of Wisdom teaches a doctrine of resurrection, rather 
than immortality? It is safe to say that one who admitted 9:15 
into his book did not believe in the resurrection of the physical 
body ; but other Jews besides Paul held to a resurrection in which 
the body was not earthly and corruptible, but starlike or angelic in 
nature." Our author's language is anything but explicit. Sieg- 
fried confesses that immortality in this book vacillates between 
continued personal existence [3:1 ff.] and survival in the memory 
of posterity (8:13 [4:1]), or even the conception of an ideal 

M Altteatamentliche Theologie, p. 399. " See Volz, JUdiache Eschatologie, pp. 358 ff. 
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communion of life with "Wisdom (8:17 [15:3]) which the righteous 
enjoy in this earthly existence.'' It should be added that his occa- 
sional use of Messianic language leaves us in final uncertainty 
whether he regarded the Messianic hope as a figure which found 
fulfilment in individual immortality, or as destined to be literally 
fulfilled on some definite future day of judgment. The destiny of 
the righteous to rulership, which is the essence of the Messianic 
hope, is a favorite conception of the writer's. He repeats it from 
Genesis 1: 26, 28 (9:2, 3), and uses it to express the final goal of 
the righteous (3:7, 8; 5:15, 16; 6:20, 21; cf. 4:16; 5:1). In 
chap. 6 this rulership appears to be spiritualized. Kings who have 
misused their divinely given authority are instructed that true 
rulership can be gained only by the love and discipline of Wis- 
dom, and consists in an incorruption which brings men near to 
God. Whether this is a future or, as perhaps in 8:17; 15:3, a 
present eternal life is not certain. 

The principal Messianic passage in the book is 3:7, 8. The 
whole passage 3:1-9, might mean that the souls of the righteous, 
when they return to God at death, are kept in that only half personal 
state in which the rabbis, as we shall see, conceived of souls as 
waiting in the divine treasury for the coming resurrection. Rest 
and peace and nearness to God describe their condition (3:1-3). 
Then the time of their visitation would be the resurrection, which 
would restore them to full life and activity in their destined call- 
ing as rulers of the world (3:7-9).^" This may be the purpose for 
which the Lord safely kept them (4:17). If this is the writer's 
forecast, then 5:1-14 must describe the actual judgment of the 
wicked by the righteous. On the other hand it is at least equally 
probable that 3:7, 8 does not follow after 3:1-6 but is parallel 
with it, and merely asserts that their heavenly blessedness is the 
real fulfilment of the prophetic hopes for the righteous people. 
In that case 5:1-14 is only a dramatic counterpart to 2:1-28. 
The figurative meaning seems more natural in 5:15, 16, for verse 
16 does not appear to follow after vs. 15 in time, but rather to 

58 Kautzsch's Apokryphen, p. 930a. 

6^ Grimm interprets the passage as describing, first, the immortal blessedness of the 
righteous dead (vss. 1-6), and then the coming Messianic glory of the righteous who are 
still alive (vss. 7-9). 



Feank Chambeelin Poeteb 247 

unfold in the language of Messianic eschatology the blessedness 
and glory of the righteous with God. In the description of judg- 
ment that follows (5:17-23), in distinction from 3:7-8, they seem 
to have no part. The Messianic language of these passages may 
be one more instance of the author's facility in appropriating terms 
that do not properly belong to his own way of thinking. 

What is clear is only that the writer looked forward to a com- 
plete overthrow and final destruction of the wicked and to an 
immortal life of the righteous with God. The effort to define 
details will always be baffled by the vagueness of his language 
and by the habit of his mind, in which the outward and literal 
and the inward and spiritual pass over by indefinite gradations one 
into the other. The final overthrow of the wicked seems to be on 
earth, and their destruction in Hades (4:18, 19; 4:21 — 5:14; 
5 : 17-23 ; 17:21). The end of the righteous seems to be the realiza- 
tion in communion with God in heaven of that life and dominion 
for which man was made. We are tempted to say, by the help of 
15:8, 11, 16; 16:13, 14, that the writer thinks of the righteous 
as going with their souls to God, and of the wicked as going with 
their bodies to the dust (2:3). But this is beyond the evidence 
and is probably too definite, or too theoretical, for such a mind. 
The one certainty in regard to the wicked is that they die. We 
get the truest impression not from the slight intimation that they 
are conscious of suffering after death (4:18, 19),*° but from the 
heaping up of words declaring that they have utterly gone and left 
no trace behind (5: 10-14). They fall by their own deeds into the 
hands of one who destroys both body and soul (cf. 1:11; 12:6). 
But while the wicked shall die, and indeed have never really 
lived (5 : 13) , the righteous through their righteousness and by the 
gift of the Spirit live and shall live. 

The assumption that our author must have had a clear and 
consistent eschatology, and the effort to secure consistency and 
clearness either by rigorous interpretation or by literary analysis," 

so Compare Job 14:22. 

61 The book has been declared composite of late by Wm. Weber, ZeiUchrift fUr Wissen- 
ichaftUchc Tkeologie (1904), pp. 145 ff. ; by Lincke, Samaria und eeine Propheten (1903), 
pp. 119 ff ., and by K. Kohler, Jewish Encyclopedia , art. " Wisdom of Solomon." The analy- 
ses do not agree, and the grounds are not convincing. 
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reveals a misunderstanding of the working of the Jewish mind in 
this region. Eohde^^ remarks that in the late period of Greek 
thought all the stages of development in regard to the continuance 
of the soul after the death of the body which had been reached in 
the course of time were present and valid at the same time, side 
by side. Much the same can be said of the Jewish eschatology, 
and the effort to obliterate this fact by literary analysis is largely 
a mistaken one. 

In spite, then, of remaining uncertainty at various points as to 
our author's conception of the life after death and even on the 
crucial question whether he held to immortality of the soul or to 
some form of resurrection, it is, I believe, certain that his view, 
both in form and in spirit, is more Jewish than Greek. It is clear, 
if I am not quite mistaken, that his conception of immortality is 
not of the sort that requires the pre-existence of the soul as its 
pre-supposition. In fact it is hardly of such a character as would 
admit that doctrine by its side. Immortality is not connected 
with the divine breath which gives man life and constitutes his 
soul or spirit (15:8, etc.); it is conferred rather by that divine 
Spirit of Wisdom which the mature man gains by moral effort and 
by prayer. It is not man's nature that decides whether he is to 
live or die, though the godless profess that it is (2:2, 3); it is 
his character. Immortality is at the same time man's moral 
achievement and God's gracious gift through his Spirit. 

Plato and Paul are the two greatest champions of faith in 
immortality, and represent the two great lines of argument, or 
ways of approach. Plato argues from the nature of the soul, Paul 
from the character and purposes and spiritual operations of God. 
What has just been said indicates that the ideas of the Book oj 
Wisdom on this subject are distinctly of the Pauline rather than 
of the Platonic type, and we are better justified in filling out the 
vacant places in his thought by a cautious use of Paul than by the 
use of Philo. The writer of Wisdom does not care for the philo- 
sophical or scientific questions: Is the soul immortal? Will the 
soul live on after the body dies ? He is interested only in the 
religious questions: Will God save man from death? Can man 

«2 Psyche, II, p. 379. 
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attain immortality ? The only sort of death with which he is con- 
cerned is the death which sin causes, the sort of death which 
already is, wherever sin is. The wicked only seem to live. And 
the only sort of immortality he cares about is that which rewards 
righteousness, and is already possessed by those in whom because 
of their righteousness the Spirit of Wisdom dwells, making them 
friends of God. The righteous only seem to die. In kinship to 
Wisdom is immortality. 

My conclusion is that the Platonic doctrine of the pre-exist- 
ence of the soul is not found in the Book of Wisdom. It is not 
the natural meaning of the one verse which is thought to assert 
it (8:20) ; it is not sustained by the two Platonic phrases (9:15; 
11:17) which are adduced in its support; it has not its inevitable 
accompaniments, its roots and fruit, in the writer's views as to the 
world in general, which so far as they are not Jewish are Stoic 
in character, nor in his conception of the origin and nature of sin, 
nor in his view of death and his doctrine of immortality. It is 
not asserted that the book contains no idea of the pre-existence of 
the soul. A certain sort of pre-existence is implied in 8:19, 20; 
15:8, 11, 16; 16:14; but it is not the pre-existence of the person, 
the conscious moral self ; it is not of the Greek, but of the Jewish, 
type. A doctrine of the pre-existence of the soul of which no use 
is made to refute a current materialistic notion of the soul's 
nature (2:2,3); with which the belief in immortality, though 
earnestly urged, stands in no relation ; from which no theoretical 
or practical inferences are drawn in the direction of an ascetic 
suppression of the body ; which has nothing to do with the theory 
of ideas; can surely not be called Platonic. 

II. THE BABBINICAL DOCTEINE OP THE PEE-EXISTENOE OF 

THE SOUL 

The limits of this essay do not permit a complete study of the 
conception of pre-existence in Jewish literature. In particular a 
critical study of Philo and Josephus cannot here be undertaken. 
There are, however, two reasons for bringing forward in some 
detail illustrations of rabbinical ideas on this subject. One is that 
the argument thus far has turned on a distinction between Jewish 



250 Pre-existence of Soul in Rabbinical Writings 

and Greek ideas of the soul; and on this and other subjects no 
literature is so well adapted as the rabbinic, to familiarize one with 
the ways of thinking characteristic of the Jewish mind. The 
other reason for introducing it is the currency here, as in the case 
of the Book of Wisdom, of what I must regard as a serious mis- 
conception. It is quite the accepted assumption of modern writers 
on Judaism that the pre-existence of the soul was a common doc- 
trine of the rabbis, and that they meant by it practically what 
Philo meant, or what we ourselves mean when we use the phrase. 
The proof that is generally offered for this assumption is a refer- 
ence to Weber's Jildische Theologie, pp. 212, 225 ff. I have else- 
where had occasion to criticize Weber's too dualistic (Platonic) 
account of the rabbinical doctrine as to the seat of sin;*^ and this 
criticism applies in part to his exposition of the doctrine of the 
pre-existence of the soul. I attempted to show that the rabbis 
did not adopt the Greek dualistic idea that the body is by nature, 
because made of matter, evil and the seat of the evil impulse, and 
that the soul is by nature pure and good, the seat of the good 
impulse. Their conception rather was that both good and evil 
propensities reside in the soul, or more strictly in the heart, the 
moral nature of man. The rabbis, in their doctrine of the yeger, 
have to do with simple moral facts and forces, and not with meta- 
physical theories. Now there is, I believe just a little evidence 
of Greek influence in the rabbinical doctrine of the pre-existence 
of the soul as in the doctrine of the ye^er. 

The ideas of the rabbis as to the relations of soul and body 
rested on the old Hebrew conception of the nature of man, not on 
the new Greek dualistic psychology. They had indeed provided 
themselves in the word "^3 with an equivalent for aSifia ; and, 
especially on the basis of Genesis 2:7, had adopted n^DTDD as its 
usual antithesis. They were able, therefore, to distinguish more 
clearly than Old Testament speech allows between the two parts 
of human nature. But their conception was not so much that of 
contrasted substances as of opposite origins; not that the guph 
was made of matter and the neshamahof spirit, but that the guph 

63" The Yecer Hara, a Study in the Jewish Doctrine of Sin," Biblical and Semitic 
Studiet (1901), pp. 93-156. 
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was from below, from the earth, and the neshamah from above, 
from God. The basis of their reflections on the relation of these 
two to each other and to the human personality is to be found not 
in scientific observations or in philosophical theory, but in a few 
often repeated texts of Scripture : first of all. Gen. 2:7; then as 
interpreting this, Isa. 57:16, with its suggestion that the life- 
giving breath of God is individualized, and that the individual 
"souls" are already made; I Sam. 25:29, furnishing the idea that 
God keeps the "souls" he has made, that is, the souls of the 
righteous, in a storehouse; then Job 12:10; Eccles. 3:21; 12:7, 
and a few other verses. The use made of such passages will 
appear from the quotations following. 

One of the most typical passages is the following morning 
prayer : 

When one awakes let him say, My God, the soul [n!2tS3] which thou 
hast given me is pure [in"l'int5l- Thou hast formed it [nn"!^''] in me, and 
thou hast breathed it [nriHSS] in me, and thou dost keep it within me 
["iSlpS ni^G'j]; and thou wilt hereafter take it from me, and thou wilt 
give it back to me again in the [Messianic] future [Utob TTiy]- Aa long as 
my soul is within me I thank thee, Lord my God, and the God of my 
fathers, ruler of all worlds and Lord of all souls. Blessed art thou who 
givest back souls to dead . bodies [DTl/J D^ljHlb 1^1521133 T^Tll^in] 
{Berakoth, 606). 

This prayer, as it is used in the Jewish Prayer Book today, 
may be taken to express almost any form of belief in the divine 
origin and destiny of the soul which the worshipers may hold, as 
we use verses from the Psalms to express our own faith in a life 
after death. But when we ask what conception of the soul this 
prayer was originally intended to express, it is surely evident that 
no Platonic or modern idea of pre-existence was in the mind of 
those who first shaped and used it. It rests upon the conception 
of man contained in Gen. 2:7. The neshamah is not the person, 
but is here, as uniformly in the rabbinical sayings, spoken of as 
something distinct from the "I," and objective to it. It is God's 
gift to the person, formed, or breathed, and kept in man by God. 
It always belongs to God and remains in his keeping (Job 12:10). 
When, at death, God takes this "soul" back, it is not the man's 
self that returns to the heavenly regions from which he came, but 
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only the divine breath that animated and preserved his body 
during his earthly life. Yet this divine breath is so far indi- 
vidualized and connected with this man that when the time comes 
for him to be raised from the dead, Grod will give back the same 
neshamah to the same body," and the man himself, the same 
man, will live again. In the whole passage the human person is 
thought of from the point of view of the body, not from that of 
the neshamah ; in other words, its standpoint is that of Wisdom 
8:19. Not only is it implied that the man's personality did not 
belong to the "soul" in its pre-esistent state, but it is equally 
clear that the person does not go with the "soul" when God takes 
it back at death. All that one can hope and pray for is that God 
will keep his "soul" for him during his slumber in the grave, and 
give it back to him, that is, raise him from the dead and give him 
life again, in the age to come. The neshamah is still primarily 
the "breath of life" (Gen. 2:7). God is praised as the one who 
gives back "souls" to dead bodies; that is, as he gives souls to 
bodies that men may enter upon the earthly life, so will he do again 
that they may enter the new life of the Messianic age. The doctrine 
of resurrection which the passage contains is surely proof enough 
that we are in a Hebrew and not in a Greek world of thought. 

A man's responsibility with reference to his soul is to return 
it to God pure as it came from him. On Eccles. 12:7, "and the 
ruah returns to God who gave it," we read [Sabbath, 1526) : 

What was given to you in purity, so give back to him in purity. Like 
a human king who divided royal garments among his servants. The wise 
folded them up and laid them in a chest; the fools did their work in them. 
After a time the king inquired after his garments. The wise gave them 

back to him clean, but the fools gave them back soiled As to the 

wise, he ordered that their garments go into the treasure-house ["imst], 
and that they themselves go to their homes in peace. As to the fools he 
ordered that their garments be sent to be cleaned, and that they go to 
prison. So says the Holy One as to the bodies of the righteous, "He 
enters into peace, they rest in their beds" (Isa. 57:2); and as to their 
souls, "They shall be bound in the bundle of life with Yahweh" (I Sam. 
25:29). As to the bodies of the wicked he says, "There is no peace to 
the wicked" (Isa. 48:22); and as to their souls, "And the souls of thine 
enemies shall he sling out," etc. (I Sam. 25:29). 

** This marks an advance beyond the idea that underlies Ezek., chap. 37. 
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Remembering that this is strictly an allegory, not a parable, 
we notice how much more closely the man himself is associated 
with the body than with the soul. It is not the body, as we should 
expect, that is likened to a garment worn by the soul during the 
earthly life ; but the soul is the garment lent to man by God during 
the earthly life, and at death, if it has not been defiled, it goes back 
into God's treasury, while the good man himself is thought of as 
resting with his body in the tomb. 

We read on in Sabbath, 1526; R. Eliezer says: The souls of 
the righteous are kept [niTISl] under the throne of glory, but the 
souls of the wicked are slung back and forth (I Sam. 25:29)." 
A similar saying is ascribed to R. Eliezer ben Jose ha-Gelili in 
Sifre, Num., § 139: The soul, as long as a man lives, is kept in 
the hand of the Creator (Job 12:10), and after death is taken to 
the treasure-house (I Sam. 25:29). But this [as the verse shows] 
is true only of the souls of the righteous. So Jose b. Halaphta 
interpreted the two phrases in Eccles. 3:21 of "the souls of the 
righteous which are kept in the divine treasury (I Sam. 25:29), 
and the souls of the wicked which descend into Sheol (Ezek. 
31:13).'"' 

According to R. Meir" the place where souls are kept, both 
before and after their earthly life, is in the highest heaven, the 
seventh, with those things that are nearest to God. Here are the 
souls of the righteous [dead], according to I Sam. 25:29, and also 
the spirits and souls which are yet to be created [niBTTDI Piri1"l 
niS^ISTlb TITTTO] (Isa. 57:16). Here is also the dew with which 
God will hereafter awaken the dead (Ps. 68:10 [cf. Isa. 26:19]) — 
a striking indication that the righteous dead have not reached 
their consummation when their "souls" have been received back 
into the presence of God. It is not they themselves that live there 
in the seventh heaven, but only their "souls." They are there 
after death only in the same impersonal or partial sense in which 
they were there before birth. Their real life and blessedness will 
not begin until God gives them back their souls again. 

65 Compare IV Ezra 1 : 80. *° Koheleth rabba, on 3 : 21. 

6' Hagigah, 126. For the attribution of this view to Meir, see Bacher, Tannaiten, II, 
63; cf. Aboth d. B. Nathan, 37, 9. 
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The souls of all men are first in heaven, because all men are 
created by God, but only the souls of the righteous are in heaven 
after death, because only the righteous are to be raised from the 
dead.*' When God puts souls back into their sheaths [i. e., in the 
resurrection], he will not put the souls of the wicked into their 
sheaths [i. e., they will not rise from the dead].'" 

But if the neshamah is not the man's self, but only one half 
of the man that is to be created, what is the significance of its 
pre-existence in the divine treasury, in the highest heaven, in 
nearness to God? It signifies first of all that the breath of life 
is God's gift to man, and that while one part of his nature is from 
below, the other is from above. But it means further that God 
has planned and fixed the number and lot of human beings. The 
souls kept in the divine chambers picture to the imagination the 
divine predestination of the life of all men and of each man. The 
pre-existence of the soul is more significant for the conception of 
God than for the conception of man; not the nature of the soul 
but the power of God is heightened by it; that is, it is Jewish, 
not Greek, in value. The life and lot of the soul both now and 
hereafter depend not on its natural constitution, on the question 
of its substance, whether perishable or imperishable, but alto- 
gether on God's keeping; and this is a question of the man's con- 
duct, whether sinful or righteous. God says to man: "If you 
will keep my light (the Law, Prov. 6:23), I will keep your light 
(the soul, Prov. 20:27)."™ "My daughter, the Law, is in your 
hand; your daughter, the soul, is in my hand (Job 12:10). If 
you will keep mine I will keep yours (Deut. 4:9)."" "The Law 
was given in forty days, and the soul of man is formed ["11213] in 
the first forty days [after conception]. He who keeps the Law, 
his soul will be kept, and he who does not keep the Law his soul 
will not be kept.'"' 

68 For different views on this point see Castelli, Jewish Quarterly Review^ I (1889), 
pp, 325 ff. 

69 Gen. rabba, 26, 11: An interpretation of "^n^n ^TT^ itb (Gen. 6:3) by ^DID ia 
IChron. 21:27; see Ba.ch.eT, Die Agada der palOst. Amoraer,I,2Q&; III,129f. It is attributed 
both to R. Johanan and to R. Aha. 

'i'iMidrash Tehillim, on Ps. 17:8 (Eleazar ha-£appar; elsewhere cited in the name of 
Bar Kappara) ; see Bachor, Tannaiten^ II, 509 f. 

71 See Bacher, Aniorder^ III, 629, and n. 5, 

72 E. Johanan and R. Eleazar, Menahoth^ 996. Bacher, Amorder, I, 23t. 
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When God gives the soul to man it is, as we have seen, pure, 
and it is man's task to keep it so. "God says to man, You see 
that I am pure, and my dwelling is pure, and my servants are 
pure, and the neshamah which I give you is pure. If you give it 
to me as I have given it to you, it is well; but if not I will burn 
it before your face," as a priest would burn sacred things which 
had been made impure by one in whose charge they were left." 
And with the destruction of his "soul" the man beholds his 
chance of living again forever lost. 

It was said that Rabba bar Nahmani uttered the words, " Pure, 
pure" as he died; and that a bath qol said, "Blessed art thou, 
Kabba bar Nahmani, for thy body is pure, and thy neshamah 

went forth in purity" [Tinaa -\nuwi nnxs^i. Tint: "SlJirJ." 

Here as in Wisdom 8:19-20, is the idea of a pure body and a 
pure soul. The word "lIHti describes, of course, ritual, not ethical 
purity. What is meant by a pure body can be understood from 
Lev. 21:16-24; 22:4. The purity of the soul, as God gives it to 
man, belongs to it because it belongs to God, because it comes 
from above, and does not at all imply that it has received by crea- 
tion or gained by choice a moral quality before its entrance into 
a human body. In the same ritual sense a certain impurity could 
be said to belong to the body because it belongs to the earth, or 
comes from below; but this does not mean that the body is the 
source or seat of moral evil. There is, I believe, no proof that 
the rabbis thought of the birth of man as the coming of a morally 
pure soul into a morally defiled and defiling body. Weber's sum- 
mary statement on p. 225," I have elsewhere shown to be an 
entirely unjustifiable hellenization of the rabbinical doctrine. 

In the famous parable of the lame and the blind watchmen 
an answer was given to the question as to the relative responsi- 
bility of soul and body for sin. In Sanhedrin 91 ab the story 
runs as follows: 

Antoninus said to Eabbi, Body and soul can both free themselves 
from judgment. Body says. The soul has sinned, for from the day that 

'3 Koheleth rabba, on 12 : 7. t^Baba Mezid, 86a. 

75 "Nach der jadischen Theologie ist der Leib des Mensohen von Natur tmrein, weil er 
irdisch i3t, und macht auch die Seele, die vom Himmel her rein in ihn eingeht, durch die 
Verbindung mit sich unrein." The final clause is unobjeotionablo ; namely, " aber die Seele 
ist nun verantwortlich fttr das Thun des Leibes." See my TeQer Bara, pp. 98 S. 
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it went forth from me I lie like a stone in the grave. Soul says, The 
body has sinned for from the day that I went forth from it I fly like a 
bird in the air. The answer is the parable of a king who had fine first 
fruits in his orchard, and set a lame man and a blind man to guard it. 
The lame man said to the blind, I see fine fruit in the orchard; come let 

me ride on you and we will get it and eat it When the owner of 

the orchard came and asked them where the fruit was, the lame man said, 
Have I feet to walk with? The blind man said. Have I eyes to see? 
What does he do? He puts the lame man on the blind man and punishes 
them together. So God brings the soul and puts it into the body and 
punishes them together, according to Ps. 50:4, "He calleth to the heavens 
above, that is the soul, and to the earth, that is the body, that he may 
judge his people." 

According to this allegory it is not the body that involves the 
soul in sin, but rather the reverse. The soul suggests the trans- 
gression, and makes use of the body for its accomplishment. It 
is an excellent picture of the "evil-devising soul" and "the body 
bound as debtor, or subject, to sin," of Wisdom 1:4. 

In Lev. rabba, 4, 5 (on Lev. 4:4, "If a soul sin"), the parable 
is told in much the same words, and to it is added another, of a 
priest who had two wives, one the daughter of a priest, the other 
of a (lay) Israelite. He left some dough with them which they 
made unclean. He reckoned only with the priest's daughter for 
the offense of which both were guilty, because she had been in- 
structed in her father's house. So with soul and body when they 
stand before the judgment, God leaves the body and reckons with 
the soul. It answers. Lord we both sinned; why do you leave 
the body and reckon with me? God answers. The body is from 
below, from the place where they sin; but thou art from above, 
from the place where they do not sin before me.™ Therefore I 
leave the body and judge with you. 

The parable of the lame and the blind watchers is introduced, 
though not quoted, in Mechilta, ed. Friedmann, p. 366 {Beshallah, 
ha- Shir ah, 2) as follows: Antoninus asked Rabbi 

ny lb "I'ax ■jinn rvavn sin ina mnpn nbD miim tra msiB nrten 
lb -las n-nni: xinin ntiiBsn by iDbsio tfxm sinir m^n by ijbsisniD 

'i5"i bulla 

Dip^aa Dijrbyn iia ns y-A-am pin uypiya sin D^^innnn "jia man™ 
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Fiebig translates and interprets thus:" 

In der Stunde, wo der Mensch stirbt und der Leib zu Grunde geht: 
wie kann ihn (d. h. den Menschen) der Heilige — gepriesen sei er — vor 
Gericht stellen ? (denn der Leib, der Sitz der Stinde, damit aber die Siinde 
tiberhaupt, ist ja vernichtet!). Da sagte er (d. h. der Rabbi) zu ihm: ehe 
du micb. liber den Leib befragst, der doch unrein ist [Note: Vgl. ROm. 7:8. 
Die Anschauungen des Paulus in diesem Punkt sind danach sowohl 
jiidisches als hellenitisches Gut jener Zeit.], befrage mich lieber tiber die 
Seele, die doch rein ist ! (denn diese bleibt ja bestehen. Hier liegt also 
die eigentliche Schwierigkeit der Frage nach dem Gericht. Aber es ist 
zu antworten) : Ein Maschal. 

This interpretation is surely quite without justification. The 
parable itself gives no place for the idea of the body as the seat 
of sin, but makes the "pure" soul even more responsible for sin 
than the "impure" body. The passage means: In the hour when 
a man dies and his body perishes the Holy One makes him stand 
in judgment. [How can this be? How can he stand in judg- 
ment when his body has ceased to be?] Kabbi answers: Instead 
of asking me about the body which is unclean, ask about the soul 
which is clean [i. e., as the parable requires us to assume, it is 
more important to ask about the soul, which is from above, than 
about the body which is from below. The soul can be judged 
even if the body is at an end. But in fact soul and body will be 
reunited and judged together.] 

The rabbis are never dualists after Plato's kind. It is man 
that sins, and man is neither body nor soul but the union of the 
two. And the contrast between body and soul was not so much a 
contrast between material and spiritual being as between earthly 
and heavenly origin. This is expressed in a popular interpretation 
of G-enesis 2:7. "When God created the world he made peace 
between things above [D^STbyn] and things below [CSinnnn]. 
On the first day he created heaven and earth. On the four days 
following he alternated between heaven and earth. On the sixth 
he preserved the balance by creating man both from above and 
from below. He formed man dust from the earth (D^'Dinntlfl "jlS), 
and breathed into his face the breath of life (D^DVbyn p)." In 

" AltjildUche Gleichnisse und die Qleichnisse Jesu (1904) , pp. 31 f . 

'8 Gen. rabba 12, 8; Lea. rabba, 9, 9. See Bacher, Amoraer, I, 412. Eashi adopts this 
interpretation of Gen. 2:7. 
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Sifre, on Deut., 32:2 (§ 306, near the end) it is said that "all 
beings which are created from heaven have their nephesh and their 
g u p h from heaven ; and all beings which are created from earth, their 
nephesh and their guph are from earth. Man is an exception, 
his nephesh is from heaven and his guph from earth. If he acts 
according to the will of his Father in Heaven he is like the 
heavenly (Ps. 82:6), if not he is like the earthly" [ibid., vs. 7). 
The soul is not the man's self, but it is his dearest possession. As 
a man who has a king's daughter for his wife cannot do enough 
for her because she is the daughter of a king, so whatever a man 
does for his soul he thinks he has not done enough, because it is 
from above." It is this heavenly origin of the soul which the 
word pure, "ililU, expresses. The soul is elaborately compared 
with Grod himself. As God fills the world (Jer. 23:24), so the 
soul fills the body. As God sees, and is not seen (Zech. 4: 10), 
so the soul. As God bears the world (Isa. 46:4), so the soul 
bears the body. As God endures after the world ends (Ps. 102:27), 
so the soul outlasts the body. As God is one in the world (Deut. 
6:4), so is the soul in the body. As God is piire in his world 
(Hab. 1: 13), so the soul is pure in the body [mntJ ITPI TTSDn 

The reason why man should return his "soul" to God pure is 
first of all because it belongs to God and not to the man, and then 
because only if it is pure can it go back into the divine treasury 
to be kept and given again to the man hereafter. 

The language used to describe God's giving of the neshamah 
to man is consistent with this view of the nature of its pre-exist- 
ence, and not with any other. Weber remarks that the rabbis 
avoided the use of the word H35 (Gen. 2:7), and substitute for it 
p"iT *' (Gen. rabba, 14, Sanhedrin, 38b). This substitution, he 
says, is "without doubt" a sign that while the Bible is traducianist 
the Talmud and Midrash represent creationism and pre-existenoe. 

Now, in fact ri35 is retained in the morning prayer cited above. 
As an alternative expression "liS"' is there used, perhaps derived 

"nbyiab^ aCrW Lev. rabla, 4, 2. 80ieu. rabba, i (end) ; cf. Berakoth 10a. 

81 As p^T is commonly used in the O. T. of the ritual throwing of blood, it is tempting 
to suppose that the old association of the nephesh with the blood led to the use of the 
word in this connection. 
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from Zech. 12:1.*^ This word, which suggests creationism, but 
not pre-existence, is used also in Menahoth 996 (see above), 
and Weber can only say that it must be understood according 
to the general view that the soul comes from above into human 
bodies as a personal hypostasis, already long finished (p. 228). 
But in the description of the seventh heaven we have met with an 
expression still less consistent with a real pre-existence. "Spirits 
and souls which are hereafter to be created [rilU^^!3"'rib TriyT25j" 
is indeed a strange description of pre-existent souls, if the soul 
and its pre-existence are to be taken in Philo's sense. An im- 
portant saying, several times recorded, and ascribed to difPerent 
authors, declares, on the basis of Isa. 57:16, that the Messiah 
will not come until all the souls which God has made, or intends 
to make, have entered into earthly existence. In the Talmud*' 
the saying reads: C]1jm2 m/aT25in bi iblS^Tfl "ly XI 111 p "j^X • 
Bacher supposes ~il3 to be used here in the literal sense of body," 
but it is usually taken in the figurative sense, according to which 
it was a name for the chamber ("I21X) in which God keeps souls. 
In that case the meaning would be: "The Son of David will 
not come until all the souls which are in the guph have been 
exhausted." In the Palestinian sources [Gen. rabba, 24, 4; Lev. 
rabba, 15, 1) the saying is given thus: ly SI rT"irttn "jb^ "(''H 

nisnunb raranan ibyizj niairDn bs {Lev. rabba, ibs^iij) isni-'ta 

"The King Messiah will not come until all the souls are created 
[or finished] which rise in the thought [of God] to be created." 
If, now, we apply a Greek or modem measure, the two forms 
of this saying express two completely different conceptions, the 
Babylonian affirming and the Palestinian excluding the concep- 
tion of the pre-existence of the soul. But if pre-existence meant 
to the rabbis essentially the divine predetermination of all human 

82 13^03 mS rm TSfl • So inD is nsed in the prayer, in accordance with 
Isa. 42:5. 

^Jebamoth, 62a, 63b; Abodah Zarah, 5a; Niddah, 13a. See Bacher, Amorder, 11, 
172, n. 5, who ascribes the saying to R. Assi. It may go back to R. Jose. See Klausner, Die 
messianisch&n Vorstellungen des JUdischen Volkee (1904), pp. 37 ff. 

8* Bacher translates, or paraphrases thus, Der Sohn Davids kOmmt nicht frtther, als 
bis alle Seelen, die in's irdischen Dasein treten sollen, zu Ende erschaifen sind; and thinks 
R. Assi may have interpreted lea. 57 ; 16 thus : "for the Spirit (i. e., the Messiah) will delay 
only untU I have created all souls." 
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lives, and not the actual existence of the persons themselves in 
heaven, it would follow that the Babylonian form only expresses 
in a more pictorial fashion what the Palestinian expresses more 
literally. The free use of the word X"in to describe Grod's 
inbreathing of the soul at man's birth is therefore not evidence 
of conflicting opinions, but one of the many indications that 
the pre-existence of the soul was not thought of at all in the 
Greek sense. 

Is there, then, no evidence that the pre-existing neshamah 
was, as Weber says, "a personal hypostasis" (p. 228) or a "truly 
living, active being" (p. 212) ? The only proof that he adduces 
is the statement {Gen. rabba 8, 7) that when God thought of 
creating man he consulted with the souls of the righteous. This 
is R. Levi's interpretation of the difficult phrase in Genesis 1:26, 
"Let us make man in our image." It was but one among many 
interpretations of a verse which provided so dangerous a tool for 
polytheists. It was not an accepted interpretation,'^ and it does 
not at all bear the weight of Weber's inference. Nor is this 
sustained by the few other similar applications of the idea to 
solve exegetical problems. Thus Deut. 29: 14 [15] was thought 
by some to imply that the souls of coming generations were 
present at the making of the covenant in Moab.*° 

The way in which this pre-existence was pictured and the fact 
that it was no real pre-existence of the person may best be set forth 
by citing an exposition of Deut. 29:15 attributed to R. Isaac." 
He said: 

The prophets who were to prophesy in the future,*' in all their genera- 
tions, received [their prophecies] from Mt. Sinai. As Moses said to the 
the Israelites (Deut. 29:15), not "he who does not stand with us today," 
but "he who is not with ua today." These are the souls which are to be 
created, in whom there is as yet nothing actual, and of whom the word 
"stand" could not be used. Although they were not there at that time, 

S5 The- reference was thought by others to bo to the angels, or to heaven and earth, or 
to God's own heart. The latter view, that God consulted only with himself, was favored by 
vs. 27, where " his own image " is substituted for " our image." See Qen. rabba, 8, 3 ff., and 
Sanhedrin, 886. 

86 See Bacher, Amorder, I, 547 f . ; II, 232. Compare III, 453, where a different interpre- 
tation is given. 

87 Exodus rabba, 28, 4 ; see Bacher, Amorder, II, 232 f. 

88 mS33nnb [Saoher erroneously reads DITair] DITllny D1i<13DniB HB . 
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yet each one received what belonged to him.*" So Mai. 1:1 says "in the 
hand of Malachi (Ti^, not ''a''a), because already this prophecy was in 
his hand from Mt. Sinai, but the permission to prophesy was not given 
him until this hour. Again, Isa. 48:16 means. From the day when the 
Tora was given at Sinai I was there and received this prophecy, but only 
now has God sent me and his spirit. Permission was not given him to 
prophesy until now. And not only did all the prophets receive their 
prophecies from Sinai, but also the wise men who stand in every age, 
each received his own from Sinai. So Deut. 5:19[22] says, Yahweh spoke 
these words unto all yoiu- assembly, with a loud voice, and no more. 

To this may be added a saying of K. Assi [Sabbath, 146a) : 
When asked about the proselytes, he said. Though they were 
not themselves present [at Sinai] yet their stars [the angels of 
their destiny?] were present,™ as Deut. 29:14 says. 

These passages represent in part an effort to explain a difficult 
passage (Deut. 29:14 [15] last clause), and in part the natural 
impulse to make the revelation at Sinai complete and final. The 
language used does not justify Weber's description of the pre- 
existent souls as "personal hypostases" or "truly living, active, 
beings," but explicitly excludes the literal and real presence of 
future generations, and only provides, through the conception of 
pre-existing neshamoth for a semi-actual, semi-poetic way of 
picturing the finality of the revelation at Sinai. The most, I 
think, that can be said is that we find here a slight and tentative 
movement toward connecting the person with the pre-existing 
neshamah, which is comparable to that of Wisdom 8:20; so that 
we are prompted to say that while Wisdom 8:19 represents the 
more natural Jewish mode of conception, verses 19 and 20 
together still express certain tendencies of late Jewish thought 
about the relation of body and soul. We are not led beyond this 
by the picture of the conversation of Moses at sight of the soul 
of Akiba, in Menahoth, 29b. 

nnn n-iias: sjis iciaa nna t'Sic mxianb rminyn miaiCDn ibs** 

With this compare the sentence on which Bacher bases his retention of the usual sense of 
the word m3 in the sentence cited above (p. 259) ; Because the souls were there and the 
gu p h was not yet created, therefore a standing is not here spoken of (Samuel b. Nachmani, 
Tanchuma, Nissabim, near the end. Bacher, AmorOer, I, 547 f. ; 11, 172, n. 5, 232, n. 2). 

.mn ini"'bTa "iin xb nnj-'Si 35 by os™ 
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The union of soul and body is not even in this later Judaism 
the fall of the soul or its misfortune, or a mere incident inter- 
rupting its true life. It is that for which the soul exists, and it 
is that which constitutes the creation of the human personality. 

The upper beings [angels] are created in God's image and do not 
have offspring. The lower beings [animals] have offspring but are not 
created in God's image. I create man, says God, in my image like the 
upper beings, with offspring like the lower beings. If I created man like 
one of the upper beings he would live without dying; if like one of the 
lower beings he would die without living again. I will therefore make 
him belong to both the upper and lower order. If he sins he will die. 
If he does not sin he will live." 

This conception of man as partly of earth and partly of heaven, 
and of his destiny as depending on his deeds, not on his nature, 
is thoroughly characteristic of Judaism. Equally characteristic 
is the persistence of the doctrine of resurrection. To a belief in 
the pre-existence of the soul, such as Plato and Philo represent, 
belongs inevitably the belief that the soul is immortal, that its 
original incorporeal state of existence is more native to it, and 
higher, than its earthly life, and that the recovery of this is its 
final destiny. But all this is foreign to rabbinical teaching. 
Abundant proof is furnished by the citations Weber himself gives 
under the topic Tod und Todeszustand (pp. 336-40). He is 
obliged to say that "the connection of soul with body, that is, 
this earthly existence, was more highly prized in the conscious- 
ness of Judaism, and therefore more firmly held, than the hope of 
the union of the soul with God" (p. 340). Even here in the last 
clause the word "soul" is misleading. The rabbis did not hope 
for a union of their self-conscious personalities with God after 
death at all. Their hope was a new life in the age to come. 

There is a long account of the death of Moses in a mediaeval 
Midrash Petirat Mosheh, which was incorporated in part in the 
Deut. rabba, chap. 11, though not originally belonging to it.°^ 
Although this account is much too late to be cited in proof of 
rabbinical ideas, and is in part out of line with the ruling spirit 

91 Gen. rabba, 8, 11. 

92 Text in two recensions in Jellinek. Beth ha-Midrash 1, 115-129 ; VI, 71-78. Compare 
Zunz, GottesdienstUche VortrUge, 2d ed., p. 154 and note e, p. 265, note 6; also article "Mid- 
rash Petirat Mosheh," in Jewish Eticyclopedia. 



Frank Chambeblin Poeteb 263 

of Judaism,*' yet it may not be out of place to summarize it here 
merely as an illustration of the long persistence of distinctly Jew- 
ish ideas of the relation between body and soul. When God 
declared that Moses must die (Deut. 31:14), he fasted and prayed 
with such power that it was thought that God would perhaps 
bring in the new age [the only thing that could annul the decree 
that Moses must die], until a bath qol said that the time for this 
had not come. God must close the gates of heaven lest the 
prayer move him from his fixed purpose. Moses prays that he may 
see the prosperity of Israel as he has seen its adversity ; but if he 
may not cross Jordan that he may at least be left in this world, 
that he may live and not die. God answers. If I do not make 
you die in this world, how shall I make you alive for the world to 
come. Moreover, to grant his prayer would contradict Moses' 
own words in Deut. 32:39 (last line). Nevertheless Moses per- 
sists. He would be like a beast of the field, or like a bird, if he 
could but live and see the world. When the time came that he 
must die, God sent Gabriel to go and bring his soul [it^HI XJZ 
iri2T233], but Gabriel would not see the death of one so strong. 
Michael would not see the death of his pupil. God must send 
the evil angel, Samael. He goes eagerly but is twice driven back 
in fear, although the souls of all men are given into his hand. 
At last God himself comes with three archangels, and Moses sub- 
mits and is stretched out in preparation for death. But when God 
calls to his neshamah to come forth, saying. My daughter, one 
hundred and twenty years I ordained that thou shouldst be in the 
body of Moses. Now thy end is come, that thou shouldst go forth. 
Do not delay; then the neshamah answered: I know that thou art 
the God of all ruhoth and of all neshamoth; the nephesh of 
the living and of the dead are given into thy hand. Thou hast 
created [X"l3j me, and thou hast formed ["12f] me, and thou hast 
put me in Moses' body one hundred and twenty years. And now 
is there a body more pure [TlHtl] in the world than the body of 
Moses, in which was never seen any breath of stench, nor worm, 

«3 The idea of the reluctance of the righteous to die does not eo back to early rabbinical 
sources. Our earliest evidence of it is in the Testament of Abraham. See M. E. James' edi- 
tion (Cambridge, 1862), and his discussion of this subject, pp. 64-70. The idea is found only 
in the older recension. A, chaps. 7, 8, 15, 16, 20; and James thinks it may go back to the 
Assumption of Mo8e», See Jude, chap. 9. 
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nor vermin ? Therefore I love him and am not willing to go forth 
from him. God answers, Go forth, do not delay. I will make 
thee to mount up to the highest heavens, and dwell under the 
throne of my glory near to Cherubim and Seraphim and the 
hosts. The neshamah answers. Two of these highest angels, 
Uzzah and Azael, descended from thy shekinah and corrupted 
their ways with the daughters of earth, until thou didst make 
them hang between earth and the firmament. But Moses has not 
known his wife since thou appearedst to him in the burning bush 
(Num. 12:1). I pray thee leave me in Moses' body. In that 
hour God kissed him and took away his soul [lln'JTBD btiDI 1pTD2] 
with the kiss of his mouth. Then God wept and said Ps. 94:16; 
the Holy Spirit said Deut. 34:10: Heaven wept and said Mic, 
7: 2 a a; Earth wept and said Mic. 7:2 a/3; Joshua wept and 
said Ps. 12:2; the angels of service said. He did the righteous- 
ness of Yahweh ; the Israelites wept and said. And his judgments 
with Israel. All were saying Isa. 57:2, He enters into peace, 
they rest in their beds, he who walks straight forward; Prov. 
10:7, The memory of a righteous man is for a blessing, and his 
soul is for the life of the world to come [in^^JirDI TOlub ^''12 ^DT 

It would be hard to find a better summary of the Jewish 
doctrine of a future life than the last sentence, with its addition of 
the new to the old; the immortality of a blessed memory for this 
present world, and the neshamah kept in order that the man 
may live again in the world to come. The whole passage is most 
suggestive. The death of Moses, the most divine of men, was 
hard to explain ; and the account here given of it enforces several 
lessons as to Jewish ways of thinking, which it is hard for 
western minds to grasp. The neshamah is a being, or a personi- 
fication, quite distinct from Moses. In leaving Moses' body it is 
evidently being separated from Moses himself. Moses clings to 
life, but it is only the arrival of the world to come that could 
have brought him escape from death when its appointed hour was 
at hand. What is promised to Moses in order to counterbalance 
the evil and loss involved in death is that he will live again in 
the world to come; and death in this world is a condition of the 
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gift of life in that. Even in view of this, life, even the life of 
animals and birds, seems better than death. It is to the ne- 
shamah, not to Moses, that a place is promised in the highest 
heavens, beneath the throne of glory; and the neshamah would 
prefer to remain in Moses' body, since sin has not entered there, 
while some of the highest angels fell. 

We turn finally to the long passage from the Tanchuma, 
quoted by Weber (pp. 225-27) as proof of the general statement 
cited above, and as the text for his further exposition of the 
nature of soul and body and their relation to each other (pp. 
227-31). The passage is late in its attestation,'* and could not 
in any case be allowed to outweigh the older material already 
discussed. But while it seems to mark a certain progress in the 
direction of Philo as compared with the morning prayer quoted 
at the beginning, it is in fact still very much nearer to that prayer 
than to Philo, very much more Jewish than Greek, in its concep- 
tion of the pre-existence of the soul. According to this passage 
the pre-existing souls are called also ruhoth. They are said to 
be in the Garden of Eden, but this seems to be contradicted by 
the fact that the angel has to show the soul, after its union with 
the human seed, but before birth, the Garden of Eden and the 
blessedness of the righteous there, as well as Gehenna and the 
torments of the wicked ; and also by the fact that God assures the 
soul, reluctant to leave its heavenly abode, that it will enter a 
more beautiful world than it leaves. But the soul objects that it 
is pure and does not wish to enter this "impure seed." To this 
the answer is that God formed this soul for nothing else than to 
enter this seed. It is evident that though the soul, as from God, 
is ceremonially pure, and though conception involves ceremonial 
impurity, yet the soul's coming into the body is in no sense a fall 
or indeed a moral choice in any sense. It is that for which alone 
the soul was made. It is evident also that the soul brings with 
it no moral character, no personal quality, from its pre-existence. 
Righteousness or unrighteousness, which is the only thing that 
God does not predetermine about the coming man, is wholly 

9* This passage, Tanchuma Pifcfcude 3, like the one last cited, should not be used for 
the Talmudio period. It is not a part of the original Tanchuma, and is probably very late. 
See Buber, Midrasch Tanchuma, Introduction, pp. 556, 56o. 
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future when the soul enters the body. It is only human life that 
furnishes the opportunity for such obedience to the Law as shall 
win the reward of Paradise. Moreover, such memory of the other 
world as the soul brings with it into this, is due not to its pre- 
esistence as a soul, but to the visit it makes after union with the 
human seed, to the places of reward and punishment. Even this 
memory it loses at birth. The reluctance of the soul to leave its 
abode is only like the reluctance of the babe to leave the womb. 
It pictures the fact that man does not enter human life of his own 
will, but by compulsion.'' All this is far from Hellenic; and the 
passage, late as it evidently is, turns out to be little more than 
proof of the persistence of the distinctive Jewish conception of 
the relation of body and soul. Man is even here first of all body, 
that which is "formed in the mother's womb," and the soul 
though it has a longer pre-existence than the body, comes into it 
as a stranger from without. We have here only a more pictorial 
representation of the familiar Jewish conception that man is in 
part from above, in part from below, and that he determines by 
his deeds to which realm of being he will finally belong. Once 
more I would say that while the standpoint of the morning 
prayer is that of Wisdom 8:19, that of this last passage is more 
nearly that of Wisdom 8:20, but is still better expressed by the 
two verses in their connection. The reading of these later Jewish 
sayings serves, I venture to think, to confirm our impression of 
the Jewish, the un-Hellenic, character of those verses, with their 
hesitation between the two forms of expression, the first impulse 
to associate the "I" with the body, the failure fully to identify it 
with either body or soul, the absence of any thought _that the 
union of soul with body is unnatural. If our interpretation of 
these verses seemed strange and improbable when we had Plato 
or Philo in mind as a standard, it seems, I am sure, natural when 
we look back at it through the atmosphere of simple Judaism. 
Of course I do not mean that the Book of Wisdom contains 
nothing but rabbinical Judaism. It is a Greek book and could 
not have been written in Hebrew. We cannot even assume that 
its author shared the rabbinical idea that the reunion of soul and 

95Cf. IF £zra 8: 5. 



Pbank Ohambeblin Poeteb 267 

body, the resurrection, is necessary to a true life of man after 
death. His •^wx'? may have been a somewhat more independent 
and personal being than the neshamah of the rabbis, but I think 
not much more ; and so far as pre-existence is concerned he seems 
to me to have had nothing but the Jewish conception, namely 
this: The neshamah, which God has created, remains his and in 
his keeping before and during and after the life of man. It is 
not the man's self, the person, but is an individualization and 
personification of that breath or spirit of God which is the life of 
the man, and, uniting with the earthly body, makes him a living 
being. The pre-existence of this neshamah was no doubt thought 
of as real; but since it was not the man himself, its pre-existence 
was of more significance for the conception of God than for that 
of man. It expressed the idea that God foreknows and has pre- 
determined the number and lot of all men ; and it is substantially 
this same idea, and not a different one, that is expressed when it 
is said that God has fixed the number of men who are to be born, 
or that at conception or during the pre-natal period of each man's 
existence he creates or forms the neshamah within him. 

It is not too much to say, in view of rabbinical usage, that 
there is a strong presumption that the pre-existence of souls when 
it appears in other Jewish books is to be understood in this 
impersonal, or only half personal, sense; that it magnifies God 
rather than man ; that it does not carry with it, as full personal 
pre-existence does, a guarantee of immortality; in other words 
that it does not make resurrection unnecessary. It does not lie 
within the scope of this essay to carry such an investigation 
through in detail, but a few illustrations may here be added. 

One of the most explicit statements is that of the Secrets of 
Enoch 23:5: "For every soul was created [Bonwetsch, bereitetl 
before the foundation of the world." But even apart from the 
distinction between "created" and "prepared""' it is probable 
that these are "souls" in the Jewish and not in the Greek sense. 
The preceding verse suggests this, and elsewhere the thought 
expressed is that the number and lot and place of men are fixed 
(49:2; 53:2; 58:5; 61:2). Moreover, the eternal life which the 

93 On this see Dalman, Die Worte JesUy pp. 104 ff,, 215 ff. 
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righteous are to inherit (50:2), although it is an incorruptible 
form of existence (65:8-10), is not the mere continuance of the 
"soul" which was made from the beginning, but is the transfor- 
mation of the man (body and soul) into an angel-like glory; for 
Enoch's transfiguration (chap. 22) is certainly typical of the 
resurrection of the righteous."* 

The Apocalypse of Ezra insists on the dogma of predetermi- 
nation. The longed-for consummation can neither be hastened 
nor delayed. All is by measure and number (4:37; cf. Wisdom 
11:20). The fixed number of the souls of the righteous who are 
waiting in their chambers [promptuaria) for their reward must 
be filled (4:35, 36) . This can only describe the interval between 
death and the resurrection. But the following verses (40-42) 
seem to refer to the souls of men unborn which were committed 
to the earth "from the beginning," kept in chambers in sheol, 
and brought forth by the earth as a mother from her womb, only 
in a determined order, and at a fixed time. The book therefore 
seems to contain a doctrine of the pre-existence of souls, but that 
it is in the Jewish and not in the Greek sense is clear from what 
is said of the birth of man and of his death and of the resurrec- 
tion. In 3:4, 5 (cf. 8:7-14) we find a thoroughly Jewish para- 
phrase of Gren. 2:7. Man is emphatically derived "from the 
earth." The earth is the mother, and at Grod's command pro- 
duces man (5:48, 49, 50; 7:62, 63, 116). With increasing age 
her offspring are less vigorous (5:51-55). Death is described 
as a giving back of the soul (7:75), or in almost Hellenistic 
terms as a separation of the soul from the body (7:100), the cor- 
ruptible vessel (7:88). But to read a Philonic type of Judaism 
into the book on account of these phrases, or even because of the 
praise of abstinence (7:125), would be a serious mistake. It is 
true that in this elaborate "teaching concerning death" (7:78 ff.) 
the soul appears to carry the personality with it to a greater 
degree than the rabbinical sayings lead us to expect of a Jew. 
Yet even here the incorporeal existence of the soul is distinctly a 
partial existence, an intermediate state of waiting between life in 
this world and life in the world to come. Like the rabbinical 

9* Compare 22 : 8-10 with Paul's " not unclothed but clothed upon '' II Cor, 5 : 1-4. See 
further as to the Hellenistic character of this book, The Yecer Hara, pp. 154-56. 
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interpretation of I Sam. 25:29 is the idea that the souls of the 
wicked wander about, while those of the righteous are kept in 
chambers (7:80, 85, 91, 93, 95, 101). Eest and peace in general 
characterize their existence in these habitations, though they may 
also complain of the delay of their reward (4:35, 36). They 
have escaped the corruptible, and they will hereafter inherit the 
incorruptible (7:88, 96, 97). Whether these chambers are the 
same that they occupied in sheol before birth (4:41, 42) would 
seem doubtful. At all events as they were then waiting for their 
real life to begin, so are they now again waiting for a new begin- 
ning. They do not indeed rise to another earthly life in the 
Messianic time (7:28) ; but after it, when God creates the new, 
incorruptible world, they will rise. According to 7:32 it would 
appear that the body from the earth or dust, and the soul from 
its chambers, would be reunited. If so, some such transforma- 
tion of the body from a corruptible to an incorruptible nature as 
the Secrets of Enoch describes must be assumed, for the new life 
of the righteous in the age to come is of an angelic nature 
(7:96, 97, 125). As in the rabbinical view, therefore, all souls 
must be born before the Messianic age can come; and the souls 
of the righteous are kept in safety and peace in the divine treasury 
for the life of the world to come. Death belongs to this world 
and to sin, and life belongs to the coming world and to righteous- 
ness."' As there is no proper doctrine of the immortality of the 
soul but only of the keeping and waiting of the soul for resurrec- 
tion, so we may safely infer that there is no true (Platonic) doc- 
trine of the pre-existence of the soul in this book.""" 

The Syriac Apocalypse of Baruch contains the same ideas of 
a determined number of souls, and a place prepared for each 
(23:4, 5; 48:6), of treasuries in which the souls of the dead are 
kept (21:23; 30:2, 3), and of resurrection as including the body 
from the earth (42:8; 50:2) as well as the soul from the cham- 
bers (30:1, 2), and as involving a transfiguration of the earthly 
and corruptible nature into a glorious form, angel-like and star- 
like, fitting them for the immortal world (50, 51). 

Si See 3 : 7-8, 26 ; 7 : 21, 48 ; 7 : 11-13, 113. 

98 See a further discussion of the nature of the dualism of IV Ezra and Apoc. Baruch 
in The Yecer Hara, pp. 146-54. 
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The Persian conquest under Cyrus the Great and his suc- 
cessors exerted an immediate influence upon the languages of 
the West. Persian civilization and political domination were 
quickly reflected in the speech of the peoples who were sud- 
denly brought into close touch with the men from the eastern 
highlands. This fact is evident from contemporary literature. 
It is accordingly proposed in this paper to institute a com- 
parison, and by citing the Persian words which up to the 
present time have been found in western documents dating 
from the end of the sixth century before Christ and from the 
fifth century, to determine, as far as possible, whether the 
Jewish narratives relating to this period stand on the same 
footing with the literature of other peoples of the time in 
respect to the use of Persian words, and thus to discover the 
date of composition with which the Persian coloring in these 
Jewish records is compatible. 

For the purposes of this inquiry considerable material is 
available. There are the inscriptions in various languages pre- 
pared by command of the Persian monarchs to record the 
glories of their reigns, royal decrees proceeding from the same 
high source and the official correspondence of the provincial 
governors with the imperial court. From Babylonia come 
numerous business documents written in the Semitic dialect 
that was current in the busy marts of trade at the head of the 
Persian Gulf. Greece offers noble literary works; especially the 
historical writings of Herodotus and Thucydides, and poems 
by Aeschylus, Euripides, Sophocles, and Aristophanes. The 
Anabasis of Xenophon also reflects the language of this age, 
although it was not written until the opening years of the fourth 
century. 
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I 

The efforts of Ezra and Nehemiah in behalf of the struggling 
colony at Jerusalem, and the beautiful devotion which Queen 
Esther showed to her doomed fellow-countrymen, belong to the 
history of the fifth century B. o. They were events in the reigns 
of Xerxes and Artaxerxes, kings of Persia and rulers of almost 
the whole civilized world from the year 486 to 425 B. o. The 
Jewish narratives of these deeds (Ezra, chaps. 7-10; Nehemiah; 
Esther) are written almost exclusively in Hebrew; but the copy 
of a letter of Artaxerxes accrediting Ezra is in Aramaic (Ezra 
7:12-26), and other correspondence with Artaxerxes, recorded in 
Ezra 4:8-23, is likewise in Aramaic. The vocabulary which is 
employed contains about twelve words which are certainly of Per- 
sian origin, and about nine others the source of which is still 
under debate. 

These Jewish writings contain three terms, relevant to the 
present inquiry, which are connected with a king in his more 
personal surroundings: kether, a crown (Esther 1:11; 2:17; 
6:8), bithan, a palace (Esther 1:5; 7:7), and pardes, a forest 
or park (Neh. 2:8). Kether is believed by many scholars to be 
of Persian origin. Now it not only found employment in the 
Hebrew of Esther in reference to the Persian king, but it reached 
the Greeks also in the same century in the form KiTapi<; (Ctesias, 
Persilca, 47). Bithan is found in Hebrew in the description of 
the palace garden at Shush an, and there only. It is not certain 
that the word came from Persia; but, be that as it may, long 
before the days of Esther the word found employment in the 
Semitic language of Babylonia. It gained currency among the 
Babylonians soon after the Persian conquest of their country, as 
early as the days of Cambyses and Darius at least (Strassmaier, 
Camhysesm-A; 133:3; .Darms, 98:2; 179:7; see 5.4, III, 212). 
Another Persian word, like bithan denoting a great building, 
and belonging to the vocabulary of imperial courts, is apadana, 
a palace or arsenal. It appears in Semitic Babylonian in an 
inscription of Artaxerxes II (405-361 b. o. ), referring to a build- 
ing of the sort erected by Darius the Great at Susa (Bezold, 
Achamentdeninschriften, XII and 44; Schultze, ZDMG, XXXIX, 
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48-50; cf. Brown-Driver-Briggs, Hebrew Lexicon, s.v. blthan; 
see also Winckler, AUorientalische Forsehungen, 3te Reihe, Band 
I, 2; and Dan. 11:45). The word pardes, borrowed from the 
Persian, "might have reached Israel through Solomon's connec- 
tion with the East" (Driver, Introduction^", 449; see Eccles. 2:5; 
Song of Sol. 4: 13) . It was known to the Jews of the fifth century 
through the existence of the royal Persian forest or timber preserve 
in the neighborhood of Jerusalem (Neh. 2:8). But long before 
the time of Nehemiah the term had gained currency among the 
Semites of Babylonia also, and it figures in a business document 
of the reign of Cyrus in the form par-di-su (Strassmaier, Cyrus, 
212:3). The word was introduced into Greek also as early at 
least as the time of Cyrus the Younger's rule over the provinces 
of Asia Minor, for he had "a great paradeisos full of wild beasts" 
in Phrygia (Xenophon, Anabasis, i. 2. 7). Thus two of these 
words used by the Jews were current among several peoples under 
Persian domination even before the days of Ezra, Nehemiah, and 
Esther; and the use of the third, and of yet another belonging to 
the same sphere, is attested in the immediately succeeding years. 
The Jewish narratives aforesaid contain three titles of Persian 
officials. The name naturally traveled with the office. Nehemiah, 
the governor of Judea, is called tirlatha; the viceroys in the 
provinces are entitled satraps, '^haidarp'^nlm (Ezra 8:36; 
Esther 3:12); and the royal treasurer is called gizbar (Ezra 
7:21). That the Persian titles crossed the border with the officials 
who bore them, and at once found admission to the language of 
the foreigners, has other abundant attestation. The name for 
treasurer had likewise gotten into the speech of the Babylonians. 
A fragment of it may be read on a mutilated document of Darius' 
reign (521-486 b. c), gan-za-b[araj (Strassmaier, Darius, 
296:2; compare Zimmern, ZA., X, 6, 63). Other Persian names 
of the sort had also found entrance into the Semitic Babylonian: 
for example, magus in the form ma-gu-su (Behistun Inscrip- 
tion of Darius, 18, 20, 23, 29, 90; see ZDMG, XXIII, 233); 
also in the early part of the fifth century the Persian names of 
office da-ta-ba-ra, 'judge,' pa-ti-pa-ba-ga, and us-tar-ba-ri 
(Hilprecht, Babylonian Expedition, IX, 28) . A similar introduc- 
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tion of Persian titles took place in the Greek language. Magus 
and the magi are often mentioned in the pages of Herodotus 
(e. g., i. 101), and Herodotus and Ctesias venture to use magos 
in composition with a Greek word (Herodotus, iii. 79; Ctesias, 
Persika, 15). Satraps, officials mentioned in the books of Ezra 
and Esther, appear frequently in the contemporary history of 
Herodotus (i. 192; iii. 128), and the word "satrapy" is used by 
Thucydides (i. 129). The Persian honor, and with it the Persian 
title, of being enrolled among the benefactors of the king, oro- 
saggai, was bestowed upon a Greek of Asia Minor (Herodotus, 
viii. 85), and was also known in Athens (Sophocles, Fragment 
193). So far, then, as Persian official titles are concerned, the 
Hebrew records of the fifth century before Christ are exactly like 
the contemporary writings of Babylonia and Greece. 

The Jewish narratives have occasion to refer to the transaction 
of the public business of the Persian state, and in this connection 
use Persian words for treasury, g^naz (Ezra 7:20; Esther 3:9) ; 
for various documents, pithgam, a decree (Esther 1:20) ; path- 
segen and parsegen, copy of an archive (Esther 3:14; 4:8; 
8:13; and Ezra 7:11; Kautzsch, Aramdische Grammatik, §64; 
Gildemeister, ZKM, IV, 208; Lagarde, Armenische Studien, 
§1838; Meyer, Entstehung des Judenthums, p. 22); nisfvan, 
a letter (Ezra 4: 18, 23); for law, dath (Ezra 8:36; Esther2:12); 
and in reference to the postal service the technical terms 
'^hast^ranlm, 'used in the king's service,' and rammakim, 
'studs' (Esther 8:10, 14). Of these seven or eight words two had 
long been current in the Semitic language of Babylonia. The 
term for law was used in the form da-ta in records of the reign 
of Darius (Strassmaier, Darius, 53:15). The word for treasury, 
g^naz, was probably introduced by traders from Persia who 
visited the bazaars of Babylon, for it is used by the prophet 
Ezekiel, writing in Babylonia about 588 B.C. (cf. 26:1). He 
mentions "treasuries (i. e., chests) of rich apparel" (27:24). 
The word is found in Semitic Babylonian also, as early as the 
reign of Darius, in the compound gan-za-ba-ra, as noted above. 
To the Greek language the Persian postal arrangements gave in 
this century the word ayjapo^, whether its origin is Persian or 
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not, meaning a mounted courier, and ayyap^Lo<;, the postal system 
(Herodotus, iii. 126; especially, for both words, viii. 98). Even 
Aeschylus employs the word when he tells how beacon sent 
beacon by a courier of fire to bear the news {Agamemnon, 282 ; 
Meyer, Entstehung des Judenthums, p. 22). Again the vocabu- 
laries of the three languages, Greek, Hebrew, and Semitic Babylo- 
nian, are alike in respect to the adoption of Persian words. 

Persian measures also came into use in the conquered prov- 
inces. The gold coin, daric, it is thought, was introduced in this 
manner into the commerce of the West, The name together with 
the money was current there in the fifth century. The word is 
found in the Hebrew of Ezra, Nehemiah, and Chronicles;' and in 
Greek was employed in Asia Minor (Herodotus, vii. 28), and at 
Sparta, in an inscription which is believed to antedate the year 
416 B. 0. {ZA, II, 51), and at Athens (Thucydides, viii. 28).' 
The Persian word art aba, a measure of capacity equal to about 
twelve gallons, appears in Semitic Babylonian speech as early as 
the sixth year of the reign of Cambyses (Strassmaier, Cambyses, 
316:1, 6, 9, 18), and is mentioned by Herodotus as in use in the 
province of Babylon (i. 192). The Persian farsang, equivalent 
to three miles and a half, was quite familiar to the Greeks in the 
form Trapaadryyr)';, particularly because of its use to indicate dis- 
tances on the great post-road between Sardis and Susa (Herodotus, 
V. 52; Xenophon, Anabasis, i. 4. Iff.), and from its being the 
standard imposed upon the lonians in the assessment of their 
lands for the imperial taxation (Herodotus, vi. 42). From its 
association with the post-road, this measure of distance was used 
as far west as Attica during this period in the sense of a mes- 
senger (Sophocles, Fragment 127). Thus again in respect to 
Persian words these Jewish documents relating to the fifth cen- 
tury B. 0. exhibit the linguistic phenomena of other non-Persian 
writings of the period. 

Naturally many Persian implements and articles of dress were 

I In favor of distinguishing between 'adarlfon (I Chron. 29 : 7 ; Ezra 8 : 27) and d a r k a- 
m 6 n (Ezra 2 : 69 ; Neh. 7 ; 70-72) , Meyer, Entstehung des Judenthums, pp. 196 f . 

2A like word, dariku, denoting a measure of capacity, is met witii in the language 
of Babylonia even before the Persian conquest (Strassmaier, Nabuchodonosor, 432:7; 
Nabonidus, 623:8; Cyrtis, 123: 9; 316:10; see Zehnpfund, BA, 1,634; Ziemer, BA, III, 460). 
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made known to the West by the trader and the traveler. Some 
commodities went in advance of the Persian conquest, others came 
with the Persian occupation. In the group of Jewish writings 
now under consideration bus, fine linen, and karpas, a white 
stuff, are mentioned in connection with the hangings which 
adorned the palace of Xerxes (Esther 1:6). Bus, if indeed it 
was brought from Persia, reached Babylonia before the Persian 
armies, for it is used by Ezekiel. It had found its way as far west 
as Greece by the time of Artaxerxes, being used in the form ySvo-o-o? 
by Empedocles in the middle of the fifth century. Still other 
words of this class gained access to Grreece. The people of the 
West laughed at the anaxurides or wide trousers of the Persians 
and at their saraballa (Herodotus, i. 71; v. 49; see Bahr; also 
Dan. 3:21; Kautzsch, Aramdische Grammatik, §§62, 64; Marti, 
Grammatik der biblischen-aramdischen Sprache, Glossary) ; they 
remarked the turbans, kurbasia (Herodotus, v. 49; vii. 64; Ari- 
stophanes, Birds, 486), the thick rug, kaunakes (Aristophanes, 
Wasps, 1137; see Andreas-Marti), the scimiter, akinakes (Hero- 
dotus, iii. 118, 128; iv. 62; vii. 54), and the battle-axe, sagaris 
(Herodotus, i. 215; iv. 5, 70; vii. 64). All these words were bor- 
rowed from the East. In addition should be mentioned probably 
sandal, sandalon and sandalion (Herodotus, ii. 91), though 
this word had been naturalized in Greece of old [Homeric Hymns, 
"Mercurius," 79). 

Thus, with the exception of two words which are reserved for 
the second part, and of which at any rate the Persian origin is 
disputed, all the indisputably Persian words and others with some 
appearance of Persian birth have been examined, that appear in 
the biblical narratives which tell of Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther, 
except Purim. Evidently the diction of these writings exhibits 
such traces of Persian influence as mark the language and litera- 
ture of foreigners living within the bounds and on the border of 
the Persian empire in the fifth century before Christ. 

II 

In the earlier part of the Book of Ezra, in the section devoted 
to events which took place between the first year of Cyrus and 
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the second year of Darius, i. e., between 538 and 515 b. o. (chaps. 
1-6, except 4:6-23), there are eight words which scholars hold 
with greater or less assurance to be of Persian origin. They are 
gizbar, 1:8, tirsatha, 2:63, and dark^mon, 2:69, in the 
Hebrew narrative of events in Cyrus' reign; and nist^van, 5:5, 
g®naz, 6:1, pithgam, 5:7, in the Aramaic account of certain 
affairs of Darius' reign (the latter word occurring again in a 
decree of Darius, 6:11, and still again, 5:11, in a written report 
made by officials of the Persian government to Darius, in which 
report also g®naz, 5:17, already cited from 6:11, and 'asparna, 
5:8, are found) and parsegen, 5:6, in the indorsement on 
this report. 

The narrative in its present form, as it is found in the Book of 
Ezra, is not older than the reign of Artaxerxes (465-425 b. c), 
but it incorporates older records (Meyer, Entstehung des Juden- 
thumsj Boyd, Presbyterian and Reformed Review, XI (1900), 
414-437). And the occasional presence of Persian words is a 
proper phenomenon of such a writing, both in its narrative portion 
and in the original sources. Only three of the Persian words, it 
will be noticed, appear in the references to events of Cyrus' 
reign. One is daric, the gold coin already discussed. The two 
others, gizbar and tirsatha, are Persian official titles. The 
name went with the office. And one of them, gizbar, occurs in 
a Babylonian document of the decade immediately after Cyrus 
(see above, p. 275). The other Persian words, five in number, 
are found in records, original or translated, that in part belong 
and in part refer to the times of Darius. The propriety of a Per- 
sian element in the diction is apparent from the nature of the 
documents (compare the manner in which the Persian word 
apadana, already cited, obtained employment in a record of 
Xerxes written in the Semitic Babylonian) ; and is, moreover, 
attested by the still larger number of Persian words which have 
already been cited from documents written in the Semitic dialect 
of Babylonia and dating from the reigns of Cyrus, Cambyses 
and Darius (pardisu, artabi, magusu, gizbar, data, data- 
bara, ustabari, patipabaga). It is evident that the Semitic 
speech of Babylonia was already interlarded with Persian words. 
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There is some evidence also that the form of expression was being 
affected by Persian influence (Hilprecht, Babylonian Expedition, 
IX, 36). 

Included among the Persian vocables in the former part of the 
Book of Ezra is one noun, 'asparna (compare Meyer, Entstehung 
des Judenthums, p. 10), and in the rescript of Artaxerxes (Ezra 
4:6-23) are two more, which are rendered adverbially; namely, 
'asparna, 'diligently,' 'adrazda, 'exactly,' and 'aphtom, 'in 
the end, finally.' The Persian origin of each of these three words 
has been called in question (Kautzsch, Aramdische Grammatik, 
§ 64 ; Fried. Delitzsch, ProlegomeJia, 151 f., and in Baer's Daniel) . 
However that may be, it is at any rate worthy of notice that these 
three words occur only in the Aramaic sections of the Book of 
Ezra; 'asparna, namely, in the report of the Persian governor to 
Darius (5:8), the rescript of Darius in reply (6:8, 12), the rec- 
ord of the execution of the royal command (6:13), and with 
'aphtom and 'adrazda in the two rescripts of Artaxerxes (4:13, 
'aphtom; 7:17, 21, 26, 'asparna; 7:23, 'adrazda). That is, 
in addition to the note recording the execution of the royal order, 
they are found only in letters of Persians to Persians, or in cre- 
dentials given by Persians and intended for exhibition to Persian 
officials. They are found in ostensible copies or translations of 
Persian documents, and that, too, in the international language of 
the time. 

This review has become a practically exhaustive citation of the 
Persian words which have been discovered up to this time in the 
Semitic inscriptions of Babylonia dating from the sixth and fifth 
centuries before Christ, and in Greek literature acknowledged to 
belong to the fifth century.' It is quite certain that many more 
Persian words will be revealed in the Babylonian speech as the 
tablets are brought to light. It has become clear, we think, that 
the diction of the books of Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther exhibits 
such traces of the Persian influence as properly belong to contem- 
porary documents written within the bounds of the Persian empire 
and concerning imperial affairs. 

3 Since this article was finished for publication, a number of Persian words have come 
to light in Egyptian documents of the fifth century before Christ. From them the fore- 
going exposition has already received enrichment. 
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III 

The third part of the present inquiry relates to the Book of 
Daniel. For reasons which will presently become apparent, the 
time is opportune for prolegomena only, for a preliminary survey, 
for the preparation of a programme to be followed in the investi- 
gation, for a determination of the problems to be solved. The 
Book of Daniel contains Persian words, in fact it contains more 
than do the books of Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther combined. 
The book begins with an account of events which occurred in the 
earlier part of Nebuchadnezzar's reign. Conceivably, of course, 
it may embody notes or other records made at the time when the 
occurrences or visions took place. But at any rate the material is 
arranged; and the book was certainly not thus organized until 
after the fall of the dynasty of Nebuchadnezzar and the accession 
of Cyrus to the Babylonian throne in the year 539 B. o. So much, 
critics of all schools admit; for the narrative of both history and 
vision is brought down into the reign of Cyrus (1:21; 6:28; 
10:1). The earliest date, therefore, that can possibly be thought 
of for the composition of the Book of Daniel is the closing years 
of the prophet's life, during the leisure that came to him after 
his final retirement from public service, in the reign of Cyrus, 
shortly before the year 530 b. o. 

This date is doubtless compatible with the use of the two, or 
possibly three or four, Persian words which occur in the Hebrew 
portion of the book: pathbag, 'a portion of food doled out daily 
from the royal kitchen' (1:5), 'appeden, 'building' (11:45; see 
above p. 274), and perhaps par f^mim, 'nobles' (1:3), and melsar, 
'steward' (1:11, 16); but Assyrian origin is ascribed to melsar 
by Fried. Delitzsch in Baer's Daniel, p. xi, and to part^mlm by 
Haupt, American Journal of Philology, XVII, 490. The pro- 
priety of these Persian words in a writing from the pen of the 
aged Daniel himself can scarcely be questioned. It is vouched 
for by the occurrence of other Persian words in Semitic literature 
of the time, written in Babylon and its vicinity; such as g"^.naz, 
'treasury,' used by Ezekiel, pardisu, 'forest, or, park,' in an 
inscription of Cyrus' reign, artabe, a measure of capacity, and 
perhaps bit ban, 'palace,' in inscriptions of Cambyses' reign 
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(529-521 B. 0. ) , and data,' law,' and the official titles ganzabara, 
'treasurer,' and databara, 'lawyer,' attested as current in Babylo- 
nia as early as 520 b. o. 

The archaeological problem presented by the Persian words, 
and, it may be added, by the words of Greek origin, belongs to 
the Aramaic section of the book, chap. 2:4 to 7:28. At the out- 
set of the investigation, the fact that officials in the decree of 
Nebuchadnezzar the Babylonian are enumerated under Persian 
titles admits of no other plausible explanation than that this 
record was penned after the Persian occupation of Babylonia, and 
a sufficient time after the conquest for these titles to have become 
familiar to the people of the lower Euphrates valley. The ref- 
erences to Cyrus in the book and this linguistic phenomenon are 
so far in agreement. 

The presence of these official titles and other Persian words in 
the Aramaic section is adequately accounted for, First, on the 
theory that the Book of Daniel was written originally in its pres- 
ent bilingual form and by an author who lived in the troubled 
Maccabean age. It is equally intelligible, secondly, on the theory 
that the book was originally written in Hebrew, and that the 
Aramaic section is a fragment of a translation or of a Targum of 
the Hebrew (Lenormant, La Divination (1875), p. 174; Chal- 
dean Magic (1877), p. 14; compare Wright, Daniel and His 
Prophecies (1906), p. sx, but apparently differently elsewhere, 
e. g., pp. 46, 53; Introduction, p. 193, both of whom ascribe the 
authorship of the book to Daniel; Bevan, Commentary on the 
Book of Daniel (1892), p. 27; Prince, Critical Commentary 
(1899), p. 13, both of whom regard the original as Maccabaean; 
Haupt in Kamphausen's Book of Daniel, critical edition (1896), 
p. 16; Winckler, Altorientalische Forschungen, 2te Reihe (1899), 
p. 211, note). The book, it is held, was rendered into Aramaic 
with close literalness or in expository expansion. In the course 
of time a large portion of the Hebrew document was lost, and the 
gap was restored from the Aramaic version. The Persian words, 
and the traces of contact with the Greeks seen in the names of 
certain musical instruments mentioned in 3:5, may belong solely 
to the translation, and not have been found in the original 
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Hebrew. So far as the diction is concerned, the translation into 
Aramaic may have been made as early as the time of Alexander 
the Great (Lenormant), or even in the days of Ezra and Nehe- 
miah, as is abundantly evident from the brief survey of Persian 
influence upon the languages of the West in the fifth century be- 
fore Christ. At that period too, the Aramaeans of the West held 
close intercourse with the Greeks. The peculiarities of diction 
are also accountable for, thirdly, on the theory that the Aramaic 
section, so much at least as is comprised in chaps. 2-6, is an inde- 
pendent composition, penned in Aramaic, and written one, two, or 
three centuries before the time of the Maccabees (Eichhom, 
Einleitung* (1824), §§ 615c, II, 619, time of Ezra and Nehemiah; 
Herbst, Emleitung (1840), 104 f. ; Strack, in ZSckler's Hand- 
buch der theologischen Wissenschaften (1883), I, 165; and 
Meinhold, Beitrdge zur Erkldrung des Buches Daniel (1888), p. 
70, before 300 b. o. ; Wildeboer, Litteratur des Alten Testamentes 
(1895), pp. 436, 443. It is mainly in connection with the fourth 
theory that the linguistic phenomenon demands rigid investiga- 
tion : namely, fourth, that the Book of Daniel was written, essen- 
tially in its present form, by the great man of God whose name 
it bears. In view of the diction can Daniel have been the author ? 
Only an indirect method is available to answer this question. In 
default of Aramaic literature written in Babylonia during the 
early Persian period, recourse must be had exclusively to docu- 
ments written in the Semitic Babylonian, but even in this indirect 
way scholarship is coming measurably nearer a final determination 
of this particular point. 
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Albert T. Clay 

The tablets upon which these Aramaic inscriptions appear be- 
long to the archives of the Murasfl Sons of Nippur.' They are 
records of business transactions conducted by the sons and grand- 
sons of Murasu, namely Ellil-hatin, Ellil-sum-iddin, Rlmut- 
Ninib, Murasu (the latter two being sons of Ellil-hatin), and 
Murasu (son of Ellil-sum-iddin). In addition, the archives 
contained a number of dociiments which had been written in the 
interest of their servants or slaves and servants of slaves. The 
documents are dated in the reigns of Artaxerxes I (464-424 B.C.), 
Darius II (424-404 b. o.) and in the first year of the reign of the 
following ruler, Artaxerxes II. This is practically the same 
period covered by the Aramaic papyri and ostraca found at 
Assuan in Egypt, which have recently been published by Sayce 
and Cowley. The Aramaic script used in the Murasu docu- 
ments is strikingly similar to that found in the records discovered 
in Egypt. 

That the Aramaic language, in this age, was used generally for 
diplomatic purposes and was the intercommercial language in the 
marts of trade in Babylonia, Assyria, Persia, Egypt, and Palestine 
is now well recognized. That in this age also it was the language 
extensively spoken in Babylonia, is a reasonable conjecture in the 
light of many known facts.^ 

The inscriptions were scratched or written on the edge or on 
other uninscribed portions of the unbaked clay documents. This 

1 About seven hundred and thirty documents were discovered in May, 1893, in the 
archives room of this house or family, by Dr. J. H. Haynes, the Director of the third expe- 
dition of the University of Pennsylvania to Nippur. Of these one hundred and twenty have 
been published under the title Business Documents of MuraM Sons of Nippur, Vol. IX 
of the Babylonian Expedition of the University of Pennsylvania, by H. V. Hilprecht and 
A. T. Clay ; and one hundred and thirty-two in Vol. X, by A. T. Clay. On the discovery 
and character of these documents, cf. also Clay, Light on the Old Testament from Babel, 
pp. 398 f. 

2Cf. Clay, BE, Vol. X, p. 10; LightontheOldTestamentfromBabel,^-^^^', and Sayce 
and Cowley, Aramaic Papyri, p. 10. 
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was done either by the scribe who wrote the cuneiform document, 
or the keeper of the archives. The fact that some appear to have 
been written before the clay was hard (see below) makes it reason- 
able to conjecture that the same scribe who wrote the Aramaic, 
wrote the cuneiform. In many instances he held the cuneiform 
document upside down. When the uninscribed portion of the 
tablet upon which he wrote the reference note was below the 
center of the document, he usually reversed the tablet so that he 
could hold it more conveniently in writing the indorsement. Some 
are lightly, while others are heavily, incised. A large number 
were written with a black fluid after the clay had become hard. 
In some instances, however, the clay was evidently not entirely 
hard, for the pen or instrument which was used to apply the fluid 
cut into the surface of the tablet.' 

It is not improbable that every document of these archives 
originally contained a reference note written in Aramaic. These 
in the majority of instances, especially those that had been written 
with fluid upon the hard tablet, have disappeared wholly or in 
part, by reason of the fact that they have been buried in more or 
less damp earth for over a score of centuries. In consequence 
some indorsements are exceedingly indistinct, and are practically 
valueless, because it is impossible to distinguish between the 
characters of the inscription, and the black spots or stains with 
which many of the tablets are covered.* Although the tablets 
generally are well preserved, some inscriptions that were lightly 
incised have more or less disappeared, because the surface of the 
unbaked clay had become slightly rough by reason of exposure. 
The cuneiform writing, being more deeply engraved, did not 
suffer to the same extent. On the whole, these writings or scratch- 
ings are tenfold more difficult to read and reproduce than the 
cuneiform texts. In some instances the documents have even 
been studied and published without detecting that they contained 
indorsements. 

3Cf. Clay, BE, Vol. X, pp. 6 f. Cf. also the important and interesting monograph by 
Messerschmidt in OLZ, 1906, " Zur Technik des Tontafel-Schreibens," pp. 45 ff. 

* These were caused by a precipitation of hydroxides of manganese and iron from solu- 
tion in water from the soU. The character of the clay, which contains more than 32 per 
cent, of calcium carbonate, has caused the precipitation. Cf. my BE, Vol. X, p. 1. 
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These Aramaic inscriptions are known in legal parlance as 
indorsements — filing indorsements — or reference notes, for the 
convenience of the keeper of the archives, or the person in whose 
interests they had been written. In many instances they describe 
the nature of the document, e. g., "Document of Enmastu- 
uballit concerning 15 kors of dates." More frequently only the 
name of the obligor is given, e.g., "Document of Labaii." The 
fact that the documents belonged to the archives of the Murasfl 
Sons made it unnecessary to mention the name of the individual 
in whose interests the document was written, whether as a receipt, 
record of a debt, lease, etc. In only a few instances do we find 
the name of the obligee or payee. One of these (No. 29) is in 
the interest of a slave of the house. 

Two of the indorsements (Nos. 5 and 8) appeared in Vol. IX. 
Five, which are here published for the first time (Nos. 1, 4, 6, 
7, and 10), are also on tablets of the same volume.^ Twenty- 
three appeared in Vol. X,° but the rest are from unpublished 
documents. 

These Aramaic inscriptions are valuable in that they offer us 
new lexicographical material. In some instances they enable us 
to restore certain data in the documents which are mutilated or 
fragmentary. But especially valuable is the light thrown upon 
the actual pronunciation of certain cuneiform ideograms or com- 
binations of characters. For instance, we learn that the deity 
which is written kue-gal in Sumerian, is not to be read sadft 
rabli or BSl, but Amurru; NiN-iBis not to be read Adar, Nindar, 
Nin-Uras or Nisroch, but Enmastu; and bn-lil is not to be read 
Bel, but EUil. 

5 It was first intended to publish the seals, "dockets," etc., in a separate volume, but 
after I had made the copies of tho cuneiform texts for Vol. IX, the coeditor inserted the 
two inscriptions, as well as a part of a third, containing simply H'D'© (cf. BE^ Vol. IX, 
No. 54). It should bo mentioned that several other tablets of Vol. IX (Nos. 3a, 31, 32a, 47, 
49, 54), besides the five additional indorsements here published, contain inscriptions, but I 
am unable to read more than these, owing to the fact that they are exceedingly indistinct 
and only partially preserved. 

6 After the appearance of the volume these were discussed by Lidzbarski, Ephemeris^ II, 
pp. 203 f., to whom I sent a complete set of photographs. Further study of all the texts has 
enabled me to improve in a number of places the copies of those published in both volumes, 
which makes it unnecessary to apologize for the republication of them together with those 
here published for the first time. I expect to present also an additional number of indorse- 
ments in the texts of my forthcoming volume, which belong entirely to the neo-Babylonian 
period. 
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No. 1 
The cuneiform text is published in BE, Vol. IX,' No. 2, but 
not the Aramaic indorsement. Artaxerxes, 10th year, Adar 22d 
day. It is written with black color on the left end.' 

"The document of A^usunu, son of B6l-sum(?)-ibni(?), for 
Ellil-ha-tin."" 

The indorsement enables us to restore the name Ahusunu in 
the text; but the name of the individual's father remains uncer- 
tain. On bbK=EN-LiL=Ellil, the god of Nippur, cf. the 
writer's article in AJSL, July, 1907. 

No. 2 
CBM,^" 6132. Artaxerxes, 29th year, 11th day. Incised up- 
side down on the reverse. 

r\ I pi 

" AhS-utir concerning 100 kors (que) of dates." 

The tablet reads: 

" 100 kors of dates .... property of Ellil,by the order of Ellil- 
sum-iddin, son of Murasft, Ardu-Ellil, sonof .... , Siriqtim- 
NiNiB, Apia, son of Kalbu .... son of ... . bi-ia, have received 
from the hand of Ah6-utlr, slave of Ellil-sum-iddina, in Nippur; 
at the gate Kalakku, they have been paid."" 

■f BE, Vol. IX, refers to Business Documents of MuraiD, Sons, Vol. IX of the Babylonian 
Expedition of the University of Pennsylvania, by Hilprecht and Clay. BE, Vol. X ia by 
Clay. 

sin his description of this text Professor Hilprecht wrote: **L. and Lo. £. contain 
each 2 lines of a much effaced Aramaic inscription written with black color." If the Lo. E. 
contained originally an inscription, it has completely disappeared, for only black spots are 
visible. On these cf . my BE, Vol. X, p. 1. 

^ In the translation of the Aramaic, the transliterations of the proper names are given 
from the cuneiform text. 

10 CBM refers to the accession Catalogue of the Babylonian and General Semitic Section 
of the Archaeological Museum of the University of Pennsylvania. 

11100 GUB suluppu .... da Ellil ina ki<bi Sa mEllil-3um-iddin [aplu 3a] 
mMu-r a-3n-n mArdu-EIlil [aplu §a] i" Siriqtim (-t im) -NINIB Aplft aplu Sa 
mKalbu . . . . bi-ia ina q&tA^d-ntlriigal-la 3a. . . .ina Nippurukl ina bftb 
Ka-lak-ku m a^-ru-' Stird-'. The seal of Ardu-Ellil is on the reverse. 



300 Documents of the MukasO Sons 

The Aramaic pi (which is the plural of ^3), confirms the 
suggestion made hj Winckler [KAT^, p. 340) that "li is the 
same as the Babylonian gue. 

The last character of the indorsement, owing to the contents 
of the tablet, must mean "100." It is different from other known 
Aramaic characters having the same value. Cf. Lidzbarski, 
Nordsemitische EpigrapJiik Atlas. 

No. 3 
CBM, 5186. Artaxerxes, 34th year, 20th of Elul. It is 
written upside down on the reverse. 

x-ii:(?)i[ ] 

The names written alongside of the thumb-nail marks on the 
tablet, which can be partially restored by the help of the Aramaic 
are: Ah,i-ia-li, Su-lum-Babili, Is-ra-a, and a fourth, which 
from the Aramaic, may be Usurft. 

No. 4 
Cuneiform inscription was published, BE, Vol. IX, 64, but 
not the Aramaic. Artaxerxes, 38th year, 11th of Shebet. Incised 
on lower edge. 

"Documentof §i-ta-'." 

The Aramaic shows that the name is not to be written Sida' 
{BE, Vol. IX, p. 71). 

No. 5 

BE, Vol. IX, 66a. Artaxerxes, 39th year, 19th of Tishri. 
First two lines are incised on reverse; last line on lower edge. 

"The document of the land-rent of Eriba, son of * Andi-B6lti. 
Payment from Ellil-sum-iddin." 

Cf. AJSL, July, 1907, for a full discussion of this inscription 
by the writer. 
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No. 6 
Cuneiform inscription published, BE, Vol. IX, 108, but not 
the Aramaic. Artaxerxes, 41st year, 21st of Kislev. Lightly 
incised on upper edge; last line on lower edge. 

pyiD "T "3ab "a bai^i nt:TU 

[■jlion^ab II III ^ I III III- p5 

II = = nDirn 

"Document ofNa'id-BSl, son ofLa-ba-ni concerning the barley, 
16(?) kors, and 1 ox(?). On the 5th (day) of Marchesvan, in the 4M. 
year." 

The Aramaic shows that the name La-ba-ni is not to be 
read Lamani {BE, IX, p. 62). Iiyia means "barley," cf. "^"VS: . 
It here represents se-bak. In Assyrian inscriptions it also rep- 
resents SE-PAT-MES; cf. Johns, ADD, III, pp. 212 f. 

Before the numeral "10" in the second line, there is an addi- 
tional faint stroke. Unfortunately the amount of grain, which 
was recorded in the document, is not preserved, so that it is 
impossible to ascertain whether this was made intentionally. 
Following the numeral is a peculiar character which may repre- 
sent a fraction of a gue, or it may represent alpu ummannu of 
the text. pcri"12 written with D instead of the usual IB , is to 
be noted. Payment was to be made in the 42d year of the reign, 
but about two months after the document was written, the reign 
came to a close. 

No. 7 
Cuneiform inscription published BE, Vol. IX, 68, but not the 
Aramaic. Artaxerxes, 39th year, 21st of Marchesvan. Incised 
on right edge. 

["it:K]"ilx ntiia 

"Document of Amurru-6tir." 

For the determination of the reading, "llit = Amurru for 
"^KUE-GAL, see my BE, Vol. X, p. 8, and BE, Vol. XIV, p. viii; 
also Peiser, Urkunden aus der Zeit der dritten Babylonischen 
Dynastie, p. viii. 
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No. 8 
BE, Vol. IX, 71. Artaxerxes, 40th year, 3d of Ab. Incised 
on reverse. 

3 nn yiz ■'by -jrisiis ■'t 

"Document of the land-rent of Nabft -it-tan-nu in connection with 
Muklnfi(DD-a) son of N[ab11-it-tan-nu]." 

The last seven characters were regarded as a proper name by 
Professor Hilprecht, which he read ']ima53'' (cf. BE, Vol. IX, 
p. 29). Cf. also D''by read by Dr. Lidzbarski Ephemeris, 1, 
p. 503. The last character is 5, not *], and the fourth from the 
end is 1 , not 1 . It will be observed that in my copy of this 
inscription I have made the latter character extend below the 
line. The half-tone reproduction {BE, Vol. IX, PI. VIII) of the 
tablet, which is all I possessed in copying this inscription, clearly 
indicates that it should be thus reproduced, "b^ is the older 
form of by as in Hebrew. The inscription upon which this 
indorsement is written reads: 

"26 kors of dates of the harvest of the field (s), which are in the towns 
Bit-Zabin and Gadibatum, for the 38th and 39th years, due to 
Nabti-ittannu, son of Si sku, which were at the disposal of Ellil- 
sum-iddin son of Murasft, Nabft-ittannu received from Ellil- 
sum-iddin. He has been paid." 

Witnesses : 

NiNLB-6tir, son of Nadin-sum; NiNiB-nadin, son of Nftsir; 
Nadin-sum, son of Sa-pl-kalbi; B6l-ahu-iddina, son of B6l- 
nft'id, Kina son of NiNiB-gftmil; NiNiB-ahu-iddina, son of B6l- 
abu-iddina." 

The name of the scribe Ubar, son of Nftdin, and the date 
follow besides the seal (kunukku) of NabH-ittannu, and the 
seal-ring (unqu) impression of Mukina(DU-a). The name 
of the witnesses I have given because of what follows. 

The name accompanying the seal-ring impression DU-a, Pro- 
fessor Hilprecht regarded as a variant of Ki-na-a, the name of a 
witness; cf. BE, Vol. IX, p. 10. Cf. also his editorial note in 
my BE, Vol. X, p. 55, under the name Mukln-aplu(DU-a). 
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That my reading Mukln-aplu in Vol. X, is correct, cf. BE, Vol. 
XV, p. ix. That Mukina is the correct reading of DU-a in the 
tablet under consideration is proved by the Aramaic indorsement 
13i53 . For the use of 11 in Aramaic for the Babylonian it, cf. pD 
for saknu in indorsement No. 40. The abbreviation D for 
inmnD is without parallel in these indorsements except xbs for 
"1i:isbl in No. 35. 

No. 9 
CBM, 5172. Artaxerxes, 40th year, 29th day. Left end of 
tablet wanting. Incised at top and center of reverse. 

"K6mia. Document of Kfimu-sukun concerning the . . . ." 

The scribe first wrote !!<53^n, which represents RSmia, the 
abbreviated form of the name RSmu-sukun with the "kose suf- 
fix," after which he wrote the full name. The Aramaic inscrip- 
tion confirms my reading of this name Rfimu-sukun, in BE, 
Vol. X, p. 61, as against Ga-sur and §angu(?) of Vol. IX. 
The last character of the final word seems to be fl . If it were 3 
we could read uOi , which is mentioned in the document. 

No. 10 
Cuneiform inscription published in Vol. IX, 87, but not the 
Aramaic. Artaxerxes, 41st year, Sivan 24th(?) day. Written 
with black color on lower edge. 

"Document of 5a-nun." 

No. 11 
CBM, 5153. Artaxerxes, 41st( ?) year, 18th of Tishri. Lightly 
incised on obverse. 

"Document of Ahu-su-nu concerning the payment of the land 
rent." 
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The tablet on which this indorsement is written reads: 

"Kent of the entire field for the ilst year of Artaxerxes, the king, for 
the fief land of Ahusunu, son of Nidintum, and Taddannu, son 
of Iddiia, which is at the disposal of Elmftt-NiNiB, son of MurasH. 
Ahusunu, son of Nidintum, and Taddannu, son of Iddiia, the 
Arabian, received the rent of that field from Rimut-NiNiB, son of 
Murasft. It has been paid." '^ 

No. 12 
CBM, 5505. Artaxerxes, 41st year, month Adar. Upper right 
and lower left corners wanting. Incised on reverse. 

"Document of Amurru-iddin." 
Cf. note under No. 7. 

No. 13 
CBM, 12924. Artaxerxes. Date broken away. First line is 
incised upside down at the bottom of the reverse. Second line 
is incised on the right end. 

" Ja-a-hu-u-na-tan-nu. 10 kors of barley." 

The name "(roin"^ in Aramaic for the cuneiform Ja-a-^u-u- 
na-tan-nu is interesting in that it confirms the identification 
of in"' with Ja-a-hu-u ( = Jah8). Cf. my remarks in BE, 
Vol. X, p. 20. 

No. 14 

Vol. X, 29. Darius, 1st year, 20th of Tishri. Incised on 
upper edge. 

K(?)n(?)i3n'i25X 

"Document ofEnmastu-iddin." 

12GIS-BAE eqli gam-ri 8a §attu 41(?) k«n mAr-tab-Sa-as-su Sarru Sa 1?" qaStu 
6a m Afeu -gu-nu aplu S a m Ni-din- [ turn u] mTad-dan-nu aplu ga mid-di-ia 
6 a ina pan m Ri-mut-NiNiB aplu §a mMu-ra -Su-umAbu-Sn-nu aplu SamNi- 
din-tum u mTad-dan-nu aplu 5a mld-di-ja bar-u-ba-ai QiS-BAB eqli 6a&ta 
ina qat mRi-mut-NlNIB aplu 5a Mu-ra-5u-ii ma-feir e-tir. 
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On the "Origin and real name of NIN-IB," cf. my discussion in 
JAOS, Vol. XXVIII, first half, 1907. The second line is unin- 
telligible to me; cf. also Ephemeris, II, p. 204. The transla- 
tion of the tablet follows. 

"Unto the second day of the month Ab, year first of Darius, king of 
countries, the harvest (namely), which, as the apportionment of Rlmfit- 
NiNiB, son of Mur asfl, had been set apart, he gave to Ninib (Enmastu)- 
iddina, son of NmiB-fitir, to gather in. If on the second day of the 
month Ab, first year of Darius, that harvest he has not completely gathered 
in, the produce as much of it as should have been delivered, Ninib 
(Enmastu)-iddina shall turn over to Rimftt-NiNiB from his own pos- 
sessions, and there shall be nothing for him, together with the farmers, 
as regards the balance of the harvest." 

No. 15 

BE, Vol. X, 46. Darius, 1st year, 2d of Tishri. Inscribed 
faintly in black color on reverse. 

.... !!<Tnx n: . . . . 

The two names of individuals upon whom the obligation rested 
are, Man-nu-lu-ha-a, son of A-dar-ri-El, and Samas-nu- 
ur-ri-' son of I-qu-pa-'. The few Aramaic characters which 
are preserved to me are meaningless. 

No. 16 
BE, Vol. X, 52. Darius, 1st year, 21st of Tishri. Incised on 
upper edge. 

niair Dp ^T 5< . ■ . . 

"... which is against Sa-ku-u-ttu son of 3i-'[-ra-an]." 

All that is preserved of the second name in the cuneiform is 
5i-' and the beginning of a character which may be er. In 
BE, Vol. X, p. 71, 1 read the name p"lV ( ?), but I am now inclined 
to follow Lidzbarski and interpret what remains differently. I 
prefer, however, to read "pTI instead of pTH, which is found as 
a Palmyrene name. Cf . Cook, North Semitic Inscriptions, p. 266. 
While the last character can be read D, it must nevertheless be 
remarked that it can also be read p. 



306 Documents of the MueasO Sons 

If the above translation for Dp=mp, 'against,' is correct, 
the omission of 1 is due, either to a scribal error, or the 1 has 
been assimilated." There is no room for the character between p 
and 52 . In indorsement No. 22, Dip occurs with the same name, 
Sakubu. For Dip having the meaning 'against,' cf. Stevenson, 
Assyrian and Babylonian Contracts, p. 142. 

No. 17 

BE, Vol. X, 56. Darius, 1st year. Incised upside down on 
the reverse. 

Nnn it:TC i roirn 

" In the first year, the document concerning the house." 

The document is a receipt for the rent of a house which was 
paid. The beginning of the cuneiform text, as well as the date, 
is broken away. Cf. BE, Vol. X, p. 7, note 2. 

No. 18 
CBM, 5137. Darius, 2d year, 16th of Ab. Lightly incised 
upside down on the reverse. 

]t\T\ lt:TC 
"Document of Tat-tan-nu." 
On the name, cf. BE, Vol. X, p. 64, note 3. 

No. 19 
BE, Vol. X, 59. Darius, 2d year, 3d of Marchesvan. Written 
upside down in black color on the reverse. Faintly preserved. 

irib itnu 

"Document of La-ba-si." 

No. 20 
BE, Vol. IX, 60. Darius, 2d year, 25th of Kislev. Written in 
black color. The first two lines are on the right end. The third 
line is on the left end. 

13 In this connection Professor Montgomery has called my attention to the preposition 
■i^p , in Rabbinical Aramaic, for l^lp . 
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Ill III ps maia 

"Document of B6l-iddin six kors of oil." 

HT235a is written in the Aramaic for the cuneiform ni-gis = 
samnu. Lidzbarski [Ephemeris, II, p. 207) restores the 
second line llnT^TTl^K , because there is a certain NmiB-iddin 
among the witnesses. This is untenable, because the names of 
witnesses do not occur in the indorsements, and there is not 
enough room on the tablet for the characters restored by him. 
Perhaps it is the Aramaic equivalent of ''sipirri sa ''abarakku, 
the title of BSl-iddin. 

No. 21 

CBM, 12864. Darius, 2d year, 30th day. Lightly incised 
on the reverse. Only the upper part of the tablet is preserved, 

"The document of the rent of the hinbania(?)" 

No. 22 

CBM, 6133. Darius, 1st year. Only the lower third part of 
the tablet is preserved. Lightly incised on obverse. 

II III = = pD p^TD 

II W123 msir Dip 

»5b52 TflltT'-lia 

"45 kors of barley against Sakfthu. Year second in the reign of 
Darius, the king." 

The record of the transaction and the date on the reverse are 
totally wanting. Some of the names of witnesses on the reverse 
are preserved. The indorsement shows that the document recorded 
an obligation resting upon a certain Saktlhu, perhaps the same 
individual who is mentioned in No. 16. 
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No. 23 
BE, Vol. X, 68. Darius, 3(i year, 2d of Tishri. Incised on 
reverse. 

[= =]"i^i -pan ^T 

"Document of Ka-bi-im-El concerning [forty] kors of dates." 
The document reads: 

" 40 kors of dates, the price of one mine of silver, for the second year 
of Darius, to be paid to Ribat, son of B6l-erba by Eabim-El son 
of Taddi'. In the month Marchesvan, year third, the dates, namely 
40 kors, in the measiure of Ribat, in Nippur, at the Kalakku gate he 
shall pay." 

On AN-MES = bX and not ''bi^ in the name Rabim'-El (an- 
MEs), cf. note under indorsement No. 50. 

No. 24 
BE, Vol. X, 74. Darius, 3d year, 28th of Marchesvan. In- 
cised on upper end. 

ITTNI TUTT 

No. 25 
' CBM, 5514. Darius, 3d year, 1st of Adar. Faintly written 
with ink on reverse. 

"Doctunent of Enmastu-abu-usur." 

No. 26 
BE, Vol. X, 78. Darius, 3d year, 1st of Adar. Lightly in- 
cised upside down on reverse. 

s^sbn -|D5 "T nil itiis 

"The document of the gift of silver (as the) tax which is the payment 
for the third year of Darius." 

Dr. Lidzbarski read the last word of the first line, )X^)2 . To 
Professor Montgomery belongs the credit for suggesting that the 
letter H is written upon 123 . The scribe doubtless had the word 
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DplD in mind after he had written C]D5 ■ This gives us ^dbtl , 
which corresponds to the Babylonian ilki written in the text. 

Since publishing Vol. X, I have examined carefully once more 
the tablet, and have improved the copy of the previous word. 
It doubtless is to be read C|D!D, although the upper part of the D is 
wanting. This probably is due to the fact that the surface of the 
tablet at this point is slightly raised, and that before it was per- 
fectly hard the upper part of the character was injured. 

The second word of the first line is not the name of the indi- 
vidual who received the money which was paid, as suggested in 
BE, Vol. X, p. 446, and to which Professor Hilprecht added an 
editorial note: "[Docket and name probably to be read ""Dibl 
( = B6l-kIna)]."" The word is to be restored [n]5n ; cf. Nos. 
28 and 50. It appears that n'2 here refers to the nidintum 
which was required by the crown from the estate. The cuneiform 
inscription reads: 

"10 shekels of silver the later gratuity (nidintum), the tax of the 
third year of Darius the king, of the 'udu of Ribat son of B6l-erba, 
slave of Kimtlt-NiNiB, son of Murasti, which, with their families 
Ellil-mukln-aplu, son of Nasir, from NiNiB-uballit son of 
Mus6zib, has received." 

No. 27 
BE, Vol. X, No. 87. Darius, 4th year, Tishri. Inscription 
on lower edge. 

pan ^wa in 

II III - p5 

"Document of Enmastu-uballit son of MusSzib, fifteen kors 
of dates." 

The name in the second line I did not read in Vol. X. Lidzbar- 
ski wrote (Ephemeris, II, p. 204), "Unter "ItiTB steht vielleicht 
noch ein Wort mit nTT23 ; vielleicht aber auch Zahlstriche mit 
einem 1 dahinter." The name is to be read 1711353 , but it is not 
found in the cuneiform text of the tablet. NiNiB(Enmastu)- 
uballit is simply called the ardu of Ribat, who is an ardu of 

^^The name of the recipient in the document is to be read Ellil-mukln-aplu and 
not B 81 - k 1 n ft . Cf . my BE, Vol. XV, p. ix. 
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Kimut-NiNiB. But in Vol. X, 55:1, 9; 73:4; 77:9; 78:7 there 
is a certain NiNiB-uballit son of Musezib. By the help of the 
last reference (i. e., No. 78), we are able to identify this indi- 
vidual as the same, by reason of the fact that he acts as agent, or 
rather pays the indebtedness of Rib at son of BSl-6rib, the 
ardu of Rimut-NiNiB, son of Murasti, 

The last word of the second line is certainly pHfl because of 
the following line considered in connection with the first line of 
the cuneiform text, which reads: "15 kors of dates." 

No. 28 
CBM, 5152. Darius, 4th year, 4th of Tebet. The first two 
lines are lightly incised and written with black color on the lower 
edge. The last line is on the left edge. 

[I llllnDTfl ^T I III [=]TD 

" Document of the gratuity of 24 shekels of silver as the payment for 
the [fourth] year." 

On nDD cf. note under No. 26. For 123 as an abbreviation for 
bpUJ , cf. Lidzbarski, Ephemeris, II, p. 209, and Sayce and Cow- 
ley, Aramaic Papyri, p. 16. The restoration "24 shekels" is 
based on the cuneiform text which records the payment of "^ of 
a mine and 4 shekels." 

No. 29 

BE, Vol. X, 99. Darius, 5th year, 18th of lyyar. Deeply 
incised upside down on reverse. 

"Document concerning the lands of the carpenters which 5i-'-du- 
ri-' son of Bab-sir had given to Ri-bat son of B6l-6rib for rent." 

In commenting on my transliteration {BE, Vol. X, p. 27) 
Lidzbarski {Ephemeris, II, p. 207) says: "Es ist zweifelhaft, ob 
in "imn zwischen "1 und 2 ein Buchstabe steht." Let me say 
that the text surely contained "^ because of the space between the 
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two characters, and the slight indications of that letter which are 
preserved. On SlS^D having the meaning 'rent,' instead of 
'measure,' its usual significance, cf. my BE, X, p. 27. 

No. 30 
BE, Vol. X, 104. Darius, 5th year, 11th of Veadar. Deeply 
incised on reverse. 

"Document of B6l-6tir son of Gu-zi-ia." 

No. 31 
CBM, 5508. Darius, 5th year, 13th of Veadar. Faintly pre- 
served in black color on upper end. 

"Document of Enmastu-uballi^." 

No. 32 
BE, Vol. X, 105. Darius, 6th year, 10th of Sivan. Faintly 
incised on reverse. 

"Document of Amurru-u-pab-bir." 

No. 33 
BE, Vol. X, 106. Darius, 6th year, 10th of Sivan. Incised 
on reverse. 

Hip ''T «55nnT 'ItiTT 
"Document of Za-bid-Na-na-a concerning the Kleinvieh." 

In Vol. X, p. 26, I translated Wp ''T "concerning that which 
he acquired." Lidzbarski [Ephemeris, II, p. 207) followed by 
translating: "der erworben hat," to which he added: "Zu K3p 
sei bemerkt, dass der Kontrakt von der Ubernahme von Vieh 
handelt, vgl. HSpQ ." Inasmuch as the document is a record of 
sheep and goats delivered to an individual for stock-raising (cf. 
translation, BE, p. 26), it is not unlikely that K3p means 
Kleinvieh. I am also led to make this suggestion because verbs 
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with the exception of SH^ in No. 29, are not used in these 
indorsements. In corroboration of this Professor Montgomery 
has suggested that as p of pIX in these early Aramaic inscrip- 
tions = S (cf. also S<p153 = X2i:a and perhaps y^ = HS"! in 
the Senjirli inscription) i<Dp, therefore, = later Aramaic iXi^ (or 
yX$) = Hebrew "1X2,'^ the etymology of which is uncertain. This 
seems quite plausible in view of the Phoenician (Punic) KDp!!3 , 
'property' (in cattle, i.e.,peculium). This, however, may be from 
nap 'to acquire,' like the Hebrew HDp^ from Hip, but it is not 
improbable that the relation of KDp and 5i5ptt is to be compared 
with the Latin pecus and peculium. To satisfy this equation, JJ 

must represent original ^ , cf . the Arabic ^L^a . For a possible 
root of this nature, cf. Gesenius, Thesaurus, s. v. 

No. 34 
CBM, 5512. Darius, 6th year, 10th of Sivan. Slightly incised 
upside down on reverse. 

"Document of Bel-6tir." 

No. 35 
BE, Vol. X, 115. Darius, 6th year, 5th day of month (?). 
First two lines incised on reverse ; last two on upper end. 

Xbl "13 "I2n>5b2 ntiTfl 

III III i-iDia 

"Document of BSl-abu-usur son of B6l-abu-usur, chief of the 
Su-mu-ut-ku-na-aja, concerning the tax of the sixth year.'' 

Only atb^ of the father's name is written on the reverse. The 
remainder may have been written on the edge, or next line which 
is injured, or it may be an abbreviation of the full name ; cf . the 
abbreviation in No. 8. The word in the third line Lidzbarski 
restored 5<Sb[l3] and added: "gehort wohl nicht zum Datum." 
As the document is a payment of ilki "taxes," the word unques- 
tionably must be restored NSb[n] (cf. Nos. 26 and 48). 

16 Cf. DDS?2, Nam. 32:24. 
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No. 36 
BE, Vol. X, 116, Darius, 6th year. Deeply incised on lower 
end. 

"B6l-6tir-§amas." 
On the name, cf. BE, Vol. X, p. 43, note. 

No. 37 
BE, Vol. X, 120. Darius, 7th year, 15th of Nisan. Written 
in black color on obverse. Very faintly preserved. 

"Nabfl-ra-pa-'." 

No. 38 
BE, Vol. X, 121. Darius, 7th year, 20th of Nisan. Incised 
on obverse. 

"Document of Mar-duk-a." 

No. 39 
BE, Vol. X, 125. Darius, 7th year, 22d of Marchesvan. 
Written upside down in black color on reverse. 

I III Ml xm> xn^n n(?)b^ 

". . . . of Bi-ba-a, year seventh." 

No. 40 
BE, Vol. X, 126. Darius, 7th year, 28th Marchesvan. In- 
cised lightly on reverse. 

"Document of Bgl-u-sur-su, chief (saknu) of the Ba-na-nesa- 
aj a, concerning 30 shekels of silver, for the land of the Ba-na-nesa- 
aja." 
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In making the restorations in the last line, and in translat- 
ing 113 — bplU , cf . Lidzbarski, Ephemeris, p. 209. Of. also Sayce 
and Cowley, Aramaic Papyri, p. 22. 

The place-name, of which Bananesaja is a gentilic, was 
read in Vol. IX, p. 75, Ibni-Nergal (kak-uk-mas without 
det. "" and ^). This indorsement corroborates my reading, 
Ibni-nesu or Bani-nesn. The place-name really occurred in 
both volumes, written Ba-ni-su, or Ba-na-nesu, Const. Ni. 
603 ; cf. Hilprecht, Vol. X, p. 68. This name is probably to be 
identified with Banesa (Oxyrrhyncus) in Egypt; cf. the Baby- 
lonian place-names near Nippur: ^azatu (Gaza), 5asba 
(Heshbon), etc. 

No. 41 
BE, Vol. X, 131. Darius, 11th year, 21st of Elul. Written 
with black color on reverse. Faintly preserved. 

"Document of Ahu-su-nu son of B6l-6tir." 

No. 42 
BE, Vol. X, 132. Darius, 13th year, 29th of Tishri(?). 
Written with black color, upside down on reverse. 

"nts 13 

"Document of 3a-an-na-ni-' son of T&bi-ia," 

No. 43 
BE, Vol. X, 55. Darius, 1st year, 28th of Nisan. Faintly 
incised on reverse. 

inTTTr3(?)nx 

"Ad-gi-si-ri-za-bad-du." 

No. 44 
CBM, 12882. Darius, year(?), 15th of lyyar. First line 
written on reverse, second on upper end. 
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"The document of BSl-abu-usur and Arad-Nergal." 

The indorsement enables us to restore the name of the first 
mentioned, as well as the first element of the latter, which are 
wanting in the contract, as it is fragmentary. The name of the 
father in the document is B6l-e-te-ru who is mentioned also in 
BE, Vol. X, 115:13. 

No. 45 
CBM, 12856. Darius, year(?), 20th of Ab. Incised on 
reverse. 

"Document of B6l(?)-ma-(?)-ta-' and §amas-ai." 

The reading of the Aramaic of the first name is uncertain. 
Only ta-' is preserved in the cuneiform text. 

No. 46 
CBM, 12931. Small fragment. Date is wanting. Incised 
upside down on reverse. 

"B6l-sum-iddin." 

No. 47 
CBM, 5240. Artaxerxes, 33d year, 17th of Nisan. The first 
two lines are written with black color on the right end. The third 
is on the lower end. 

■'T y^lS ""T 

ll|-=h3Tfl 

" .... of the payment of ... . year 33d." 

No. 48 
CBM, 12929. Darius, 7th year, 26th of Tammuz. First line 
is incised on upper end ; second, which is perhaps a continuation, 
is on the left end. 
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nan itiiD 
II nsiB [■'T] 

"Document of the gratuity .... of the tax for the second year." 

No. 49 
CBM, 4998. Artaxerxes, year( ?), 20th of Nisan. First two 
lines incised lightly on left end. The third is on the reverse, 
which is very faintly incised on an erasure. 

-1:2s n ... . 

"... of Ka-sirsonof B6l-na-sir. To Ellil-ba-tin." 

No. 50 
CBM, 12826. Darius, 11th year, 21st of Elul. Written with 
black color upside down on reverse. Faintly preserved. 

nnbm ^ata 

bxnrn nn 

"Document of Da-bi-il-ta-' son of 5a-za-'-El," 

It is to be observed that in this inscription the breath is 
reproduced in Aramaic by H, whereas in No. 42, "^ is used; and 
S in No. 4. 

This indorsement, as well as No. 23, throws light on the pro- 
nunciation of the divine element bx in West Semitic proper names, 
which is especially welcome in view of the theories which have 
been propounded in connection with the Babylonian writing anp^ 
for this element, and its actual pronunciation in the West Semitic 
dialect. The explanation offered by Professor Hilprecht in our 
BE, Vol. IX, p. 19, for the peculiar use of mes after ilu and 
Samas in foreign names, is that it was "employed for expressing 
a sound which appeared to the Babylonian mind as one of their 
own plural endings .... " and they rendered " i, the pronominal 
suffix of the first person singular in these foreign names for their 
own plural ending S, later pronounced I, 'my god,' and Samsi, 
'my sun,' by ill (ilu"'), 'gods,' and "*Samas,P^ 'suns.'" 
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In BE, Vol. X, p. 13, it was shown by the writer that ilu in 
these West Semitic names does not have the pronominal sufBx 
when the element was final, and the theory was advanced that the 
scribe adopted this writing to indicate the idea of plurality as 
represented by the Hebrew D^ilbs^. Inasmuch as the word for 
'sun' in Aramaic and Hebrew is TB^TIJ, which in Aramaean names 
appeared as Il-tam-mes, I transliterated names compounded 
with '*ui>-ME8 = Sames(-MEs) as against Samsi of 5^, Vol. IX. 

Professor Hilprecht, in his editorial preface to my volume, 
accepted the latter view, and also the view that mes after ilu does 
not represent the first person pronominal suffix; but concerning 
iluP^, he took issue with my explanation, and propounded a new 
theory, namely: that it is only the scriptio plena for ili, 'god,' 
which the scribes actually heard in West Semitic names. Let us 
weigh carefully the arguments adduced in support of this theory. 

Professor Hilprecht says: "This points to a very extensive use 
of the vowel i as an ending of the absolute case among certain 
Western Semitic tribes instead of the u generally preferred in 
Arabic and Assyrian. The cuneiform texts from the time of the 
Hammurabi Dynasty to the end of the fifth century corroborate 
it." On examination of Dr. Ranke's Personal Names of the So- 
called Hammurabi Dynasty, which is to "furnish the necessary 
material," it will be found that the foreign names of his list, most 
of which are West Semitic, that end in u ot um are five to one 
ending in i, im, or e. And also that those ending in a, or in a 
consonant, are about as numerous as those ending in i, im, or e. 
In this connection it will be interesting to note several names: 
Ja-as-bi-i-la, Bu-un-tab-tu-un-i-la, Ranke, loc. cit., written 
Bu-un-tah-un-i-la, Bu. 91-5-9, 2184, and Ilu-ma-i-la, 
Ranke, BE, Vol. VI, Part I, p. 6. 

Further, this will not hold good for the West Semitic names 
of the Murasti archives. By actual count, not taking into con- 
sideration those compounded with Jama, it will be found that 
those ending in a outnumber those ending in i; while also a num- 
ber of the latter are to be explained as having the first person 
pronominal suffix. If these are eliminated, there are more ending 
in u than in i. Moreover, it is scarcely possible that Western 



318 Documents of the MueasC Sons 

Semites pronounced their names as represented by the cuneiform, 
i. e., they did not double the final consonant, to which they added 
the case vowel. For example, the name in cuneiform El-na- 
tan-nu, is written in Hebrew and Aramaic IPlDDK. Cf. also 
Ja-a-hu-u-na-tan-nu, which is written IDJIH^ in indorsement 
No. 13. Cf. also Ellil-ia-a-bab-bi with the Aramaic arT'bi^. 
The traditional pronunciation as preserved by the Hebrews, as 
well as by the LXX, corroborates this. It is not impossible that 
the cuneiform scribe doubled the consonant perhaps in order to 
indicate the long vowel or accented syllable; but the final vowel, 
being short and unimportant, doubtless was not heard. Proof for 
this assertion would be found in such variants in the same docu- 
ments as Nabu-za-bad-du written NabH-za-bad, or Ad-gi- 
si-ri-za-bad-du, written Ad-gi-si-ri-zab-du. The final 
vowels of names like Ba-ri-ki, Ha-bi-si Mi-in-ia-mi-i-ni, 
Za-bi-ni or A-qu-bu would naturally be explained as being 
influenced by the preceding vowel. Also the consonants T, D, and 
sometimes D (cf. however, Mannu-iqabu and B6l-barakku), 
have a predilection for i, whereas 1, 12 and j prefer ordinarily 
the u vowel. The vowel i, in the absolute case cannot therefore 
"be regarded as a peculiarity of West Semitic proper names." 

The same writer views ni-ni in a similar light, that it was used 
to secure a pronunciation for the "last vowel similar to that of the 
Babylonian plural ending in 6 resp. f." As I have not been able 
to find a single example of a West Semitic name with ni-ni as an 
initial or final element, there is no need of considering the argu- 
ment in this connection. 

"To establish the pronunciation of anp^ as ili = ''bt<, beyond 
any reasonable doubt," the writer quotes two names, the first is 
AN-ia-di-nu, Johns ADD, 345 E, 1, and ANP'-a-di-nu, Evetts, 
Neriglissar 66, 7, and claims that they show "that an^^ must be 
read Hi to complete the verbal form iadinu required by the first 
writing." It is to be observed that one name is written by a 
scribe in Assyria and the other in Babylonia. Even if the names 
are considered to be equivalent one with the other, the absence of 
the "^ of ja-di-nu in the second name (i. e., a-di-nu) is not 
without parallel in West Semitic names, cf. the imperfect verbal 



Albert T. Clay 319 

form in Ja-a-^ab-bi-el or EUil-ja-a-bab-bi, alongside of 
Is-ri-bi-Ja-a-ma, or Ig-da-al- Ja-a-ma; but it is more prob- 
able that they are different names, the first being El(AN)-ia-di-nu 
(i. e., the imperfect), and the second El(ANP^)-a-di-nu for 
Elladinu, a name like Sames-la-di-in (i. e., having the pre- 
cative). Cf. an exactly parallel case, El(AN)-in-dar, written for 
E1(an or ANP')-li-in-dar, which is next to be considered. 

The name EUindar is written in three ways in BE, Vol. X, 
AN"' -li-in-dar, AN-li-in-dar and AN-in-dar. It should be 
noticed that the first mentioned is not the name of the man who 
bore the name as written in the last two examples. Professor 
Hilprecht says: "In order to read the last writing correctly, we 
have to read an as ili (Ili-in-dar, i.e., Ilindar = Il-lindar 
= Ili-lindar.") It seems to me, that this example which is 
offered "to establish the pronunciation anp^ as ili = "'bx beyond 
any doubt," is very strong evidence that my theory is correct. 
Reading El for an as well as an^' would give us Ellindar in 
the first two examples and Elindar in the third, which appears 
much more plausible than "Ilindar = Il-lindar = Ili-lindar." 

The examples of Greek transliterations of a very late time 
quoted from Dussaud and Macler, Mission dans les Regions 
Disertiques de la Syrie Moyenne, pp. 301 ff., like ' Kji^piXiov 
'A.fiplXio'i must surely be ascribed, with Lidzbarski, to Roman, or 
some other kind of influence (cf. Ephemeris, I, p. 331), especially 
when we note the fact that in every instance (as far as I have 
examined) the LXX transliterates Hebrew names ending in bx 
with rfK; cf. ^crpirfK, 'NaOavarjX, A^SirjX, etc. Moreover, the 
Massoretes have not in a single instance in any way indicated the 
existence of an overhanging vowel, as they have done in other 
cases, e. g., in ''ri5< or "'ripbn . 

Professor Hilprecht regards bx at the end of West Semitic names 
as "defective writing" (p. xiii). If that were true, we should 
expect scriptio plena "bx at least occasionally. In vain we look 
in the Hebrew, Aramaic, Sinaitic, Safaitic, Nabatean, Phoenician, 
etc., for a single example. And on the other hand, if anp' is to 
be read ili, would we not expect some scribe, in some quarter, in 
the early or late periods, to have written at least once i-li pho- 
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netically, especially as there could be no question as to its mean- 
ing, because an-mes actually possesses the value ile or ill. 
Further, if the scriptio plena is "'bit, or if there was "a very 
extensive use of the vowel i, as an ending of the absolute case," 
how could the Hebrews distinguish between this peculiar final i 
and the pronominal suffix of the first person singular, as well as 
the termination of the gentilics and patronymics? Finally, the 
following names fully determine the question. la-ah-za-ar-AN, 
Ranke, Personal Names, is written la-ah-za-ar-i-il, Ranke, BE, 
Vol. VI, Part I, 10:6. Compare also Ja-as-ma-a^-i-el, Ranke, 
loc. cit., 1:17. Cf. also Su-mu-la-ilu written Su-mu-li-el, 
Ranke, loc. cit. And what is true of the element when final must 
also be true when it is initial.'^ This, it seems to me, is sufficient 
to demonstrate that b^5 as a divine element in West Semitic names 
is not scriptio defectiva for ""bs, and, also, as I have maintained," 
that the theory that AN^^ at the end of these West Semitic names 
stands for El (not ili) is correct. 
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. A HYMN TO THE GODDESS BAU 
J. Dynbley Peince 

The following hymn to the goddess Ban of Lagash, consist- 
ing of thirty-two lines, is one of a number of early Sumerian 
unilingual religious texts, setting forth addresses to the gods 
B6l, Nergal, Adad, Sin, Ban, Ningirsu, etc. The texts of all these 
hymns are published for the first time in Cuneiform Texts from 
Babylonian Tablets, etc., in the British Museum, Vol. XV, Plates 
7-30. The text of the present hymn appears in the same volume, 
Plate 22. 

Several of these poems have the peculiarity of what may be 
termed the constant refrain. Thus, in the following text, four 
distinct refrains are to be observed: viz., obv. 1-7: bar mu-ba- 
e-ga-Im 'it is decreed,' strengthened in line 8 by the closing 
of the phrase with the words: ba-bie-bie-ki 'it is duly appor- 
tioned,' BiR being purposely chosen, not only on account of its 
philological connection with bar 'apportion,' but also undoubtedly 
for phonetic reasons: obv. 12-15 end in mu-UN-ma-al 'it is' or 
'it is fully perfect;' rev. 2-6 all close with the words mu-ni-ib- 
XA-LAM-A 'shall it be destroyed?,' while in rev. 7-8 there is an 
interesting example of deliberate reduplicative assonance with a 
strengthened verb-form: 7, sub-bi ba-ni-ib-te-en; 8, sub-sub- 
Bi u-BA-Ni-iB-TE-EN-TE-EN (see below Commentary on these pas- 
sages). Similar refrains occur for example, in XV, Plate 17 
(13930), 6, DiEiG-GA-zu-NE DIRIG-GA-ZU-NE 'when thou art fuU,' 
referring to the moon, and especially lines 12-13, dieig-ga-zu- 

NE DIRIG-GA-ZO-NE BI-sA.-A-ZU-NE ZA-E DIEIG-GA-ZU-NE ' whcn thoU 

art full, when thou art full, when thou speakest favorably, when 
thou art full,' etc. The same phenomenon is seen also in XV, 
Plates 15-16 (29631) in a number of passages. 

These very evident instances of assonance show most clearly 
the phonetic character of Sumerian. It should be noted that a 
translation with commentary of XV, Plates 10, 15-16, 17, and 19 
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is shortly to appear in the doctor's dissertation (Columbia) of 
Rev. F. A. Vanderburgh. 

The goddess to whom the hymn of Plate 22 is addressed was 
a most important deity in ancient Babylonia. The king of Lagash, 
Ur-Bau, 'man of Ban,' incorporated her name with his own and 
was a particular devotee of her cult. So also the monarchs Uru- 
kagina, Gudea, and others consecrated themselves to her service 
and worship. Bau, the consort of Ningirsu, the tutelary deity of 
Girsu and of Uru-azagga, quarters of the later Lagash, is identi- 
fied in the present hymn with Gula, obv. 17, the goddess of heal- 
ing and life, and also with Sun-na, obv. 19, the goddess of irriga- 
tion. As Professor Jastrow has pointed out [Religion, 60) these 
places were probably originally independent cities, which sets this 
hymn comparatively late in the city-history of Lagash. Accord- 
ing to the present test, Bau was essentially the deity of ' increase' = 
A-NUNUS-SA, obv. 1-8; of 'plenty' =GA, obv. 17; of vegetation, 
obv. 14; and of human generation, obv. 15. Her will makes her 
divine power able to perfect all procreative functions (obv. 10-15). 
In this connection should be noted the fact that the act of speak- 
ing the wo7-d really constitutes creation — a peculiarity which is 
characteristic of all Semitic religions. 

In harmony with these ideas is the probable derivation of her 
name; i. e., BA 'give, dispense' + u 'plants, vegetation' (cf. on 
obv. 14) ; Ba-u means 'the giver of vegetation.' It is highly 
improbable that the word Bau has anything to do with the Hebrew 
^nin , as suggested by Hommel, Semit. Volker, 382 (see also Jas- 
trow, Beligion, 60) . The Hebrew word ^nUl is exclusively used 
with ^nn and is probably to be regarded as a mere rhyme on 
>inn , i. e., ^nhl ^nn . This expression then must perhaps be 
considered as belonging to the same class of words as English zig- 
zag, hodge-podge, ding-dong, etc. Precisely the same rhyming 
assonance appears in the Turkish colloquial yaghmur-magh- 
mur 'muchrain' (yaghmur = 'rain') ; karish-marish 'a mix- 
up' (karishmak 'to mix'), etc. 

This Bau-hymn, whose translation and explanation, so far as is 
known to the present writer, are here attempted for the first time, 
contains many difficulties, some of which, as our knowledge of 
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ancient Sumerian advances, may be better explained in subsequent 
translations. The writer will be content if this exposition may 
serve as an instigation to other scholars to take up the study of 
these very difficult texts. 

NO. 85005. A HYMN TO THE GODDESS BAU 

OBVEESE 

1. EeI A-NUNUS-SA BAB MU-BA-E-GA-A.m(A-AN). 

For the city plenteous increase is decreed. 

2. Eei-mu Gie-su-(ki) a-nunus-sa bar mu-ba-e-ga-Am(A-AN). 
For my city Grirsu plenteous increase is decreed. 

3. Se-ib ki Sib-bue-la-(ki) a-nunus-sa bar mu-ba-e-ga-Im 
(A-AN). 

For the inclosure of the land of Sirburla plenteous increase 
is decreed. 

4. Es (AB) E-NiNNtr-MU a-nunus-sa bar mu-ba-e-ga-Am 
(A-AN). 

For the house of my temple of Ninnu plenteous increase is 
decreed. 

5. DuL Nina-(ki)-na-mu a-nunus-sa bar mu-ba-e-ga-am 
(A-AN). 

For the habitation of my Nina plenteous increase is decreed. 

6. Se-ib UDU-MA(elippu) Nina-gan-(ki)-mu a-nunus-sa bar 
mu-ba-e-ga-Am(A-AN). 

For the inclosure of the ship of light of my fruitful Ninfl, 
plenteous increase is decreed. 

7. Mutin bae Sie-bur-la-(ki)-a a-nunus-sa bae mu-ba-e-ga- 
Am(A-AN). 

For the wine, the portion of Sirburla, plenteous increase is 
decreed. 

8. Eri-mu nunus-sa-bi ba-bib-bie-ri. 

For my city its increase is duly apportioned. 

9. Gie-su-(ki) za-gin i-i ba-dim-dim-e. 
Grirsu with noble alabaster is strengthened. 
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10. Eki sab-bi-ta udu in-ga-a-an-dug(KA), 

In the midst of the city, when I utter the word, 

11. Gir-su-(ki) bar-ga-ta Dimmer lig ki-azag-ga-mu. 

In Girsu with disseminated plenty the mighty divinity of my 
shining place. 

12. Sab-ba bAra babbar-ra-na mu-un-ma-al. 

In the midst of his brilliant shrine is fully perfect. 

13. Mu ma ru-na-mu su-na mu-un-ma-al. 

In order to make firm my land, his hand is fully perfect. 

14. Sega(A-AN) mu-us-(xul?)-la-su(KU) mu-un-ma-al. 
The rain for the joyful (?) tree is fully perfect. 

15. Dam ur-sag-gal-la-su(KU) mu-un-ma-al. 
The spouse for her lord is fully perfect. 

16. GA-TA AN-BI-TA NAM-MA-EA-fi(UD-DU). 

With fulness from her heaven cometh forth. 

17. Ga-ta Dimmer Gu-la e-bi-ta ba-ra-e(UD-DU). 

With fulness the goddess Gula from her dwelling cometh 
forth. 

18. E-Gi(=NIN) ERi me-a dug(KA)-ga-a 

The lady of the city am I, when I utter the word, 

19. Damal-ga-ta Dimmer Sun-na dug(KA)-ga-a 

When with rich fulness I, as the deity of irrigation, utter the 
word, 

20. Im-ku sa-sa(DI-DI) im-gaba 

The lordly storm going forth splitteth asunder. 

21 -MU A-A-MU SAG-SAB DU 

.... my father, the leader who riveth asunder, goeth(?). 

REVERSE 

1 GAL Dimmer Mu-ul-lil-e sal 

.... the god Bel 

2. Eri-mu tik-ku-a mu-ni-ib-xa-lam-a? 

Shall my city be proudly destroyed ? 
8. Gir-su-(ki) tik-ku-a mu-ni-ib-xa-lam-a? 

Shall Girsu be proudly destroyed? 
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4. SiK-BUB-LA TIK-KU-A MU-NI-IB-XA-LAM-A? 

Shall Sirburla be proudly destroyed? 

5. UDU-MA.(elippu) Nina-gan-(ki) tik-ku-a mu-ni-ib-xa- 

LAM-A ? 

Shall the ship of light of fruitful Ninft be proudly destroyed? 

6. Nina-(ki) tik-ku-a mu-ni-ib-xa-lam-a? 
Shall Nina be proudly destroyed ? 

7. Siba sub-bi ba-ni-ib-te-en? 

Shall any ruler, causing it to fall, annihilate it ? 

8. Siba sub-sub-bi d-ba-ni-ib-te-en-te-en? 

Shall any ruler, causing it to fall to the ground, utterly anni- 
hilate it? 

9. Mu-LU SAE-BA-A EBI-MU A-mA-MU A-NA GAL-LU-BI ? 

The one who shall overwhelm my city, who shall inundate 
me, what is he? 

10. Ee(A-§I)-lim-ma Dimmee Ba-u-xi. 
A hymn of Bau. 

11. DiMMEB AD-DA-MU. 

COMMENTAKY 

The Eme-sal character of the above hymn is shown by the fol- 
lowing words: viz., ga for EK. gab, lines 1-7; se-ib for lipittu 
'structure,' 3; sab-bi-ta, with the -B complement for EK. and 
also ES. SAG, 10 and 12 = sab-ba ; MU-us, probably for EK. ges 
'tree,' 14; e-gi=NIN, 18; mu-lu for EK. gulu. Rev. 9. 

obveese 

Line 1.— Eei is ES. for EK. ueu 'city;' cf. P.' 105. 

A-NDNUS-SA: A is probably abstract prefix before nunus 'pro- 
geny, increase,' although A may mean 'seed' (cf. P. 4 f.). Note 
NUNUS-SA, without the prefix a-, in line 8. Nunus, Br. 8175, is 
the well-known Sumerian word for 'offspring;' note Br. 8177: 
llpu 'offspring;' 8178: pilG 'increase,' synonym of 8179: pir'u 
'offspring.' Note also that pilft = our sign can be applied to 

1 p. means J. D. Prince, Materials for a Sumerian Lexicon with a Grammatical Intro- 
duction. Parts I (1905) ; II (1906) ; III (1907). Leipzig, J. C. Hinrichs'sche Buehhandlung' 
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increase of wine; p. sa karftni (see below on line 7). In Br. 
8181, NUNUS-SA=:pilu sa Bi^sikari 'increase of strong drink,' 
showing the same combination as occurs in this inscription, where, 
however, -sa is evidently merely the phonetic complement of 
NUNUS. That the NUNUS-word and sign are clearly connected with 
generation is shown in Br. 8100: nunus-ti, lit. 'generation of 
life' (Ti)=Sem. nru 'pudendum feminae,^ II, 30, ISe. 

That the sign v^^ ^^ a^t^, seems apparent from the fol- 
lowing analysis suggested by Dr. Robert Lau: 



\^=4p>=^f = <^ (Thureau-Dangin, 283). 
So that \fy can perfectly indicate aJ^ and -i^^, especially if it be 
remembered that <(l> is very close to ([t*^, which = 4^*. The 

combination a^X^^ simply means 'many (,-^) people' (^*), 

hence 'multitude, offspring.' 

In the verbal combination bas mu-ba-e-ga-Am(=A-AN), bak 
must be the object of the verbal root ga and mu-ba-e- are the 
prefixes, while the suffix 1m:(=A-AN) is merely a strengthener. 
That is, BAE + GA (ES. for gar = sakanu 'establish, make') 
means 'establish, decree.' On BAB see particularly, P. 53-54: 
BAR = 'cut, divide,' hence 'decide,' and note bae 'portion,' line 7. 

On the very numerous Sumerian verbal compounds of this 
class, which remind the philologist so strongly of Turkish combi- 
nations such as, for example, intikhab etmek 'make election'^ 
'elect,' see Leander, ZA, XVIII, 390-93. 

Line 2. — Girsu was originally distinct from, but later undoubt- 
edly a quarter of, Lagash, the goddess Bau's city (see Jastrow, 
Religion, 56-57 and also below on lines 3 and 5). 

Line 3. — Se-ib(ES.) =lipittu 'inclosure, fence, wall.' 
See also on line 6. This lipittu in this connection is probably 
a pun on libittu 'brick-work,' which is indicated in EK. by gab, 
Br. 11190. Therefore, se-ib here must mean ' inclosure, structure.' 
Perhaps sfiB is composed of si 'heart, middle,' 4-rB, ub 'inclo- 
sure'(?). Of. sEM, Br. 8892='middle' and especially =xalxal- 
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latu 'ring, flute;' inclosure of metal or wood. Note in Br. 8893: 
UB = uppu 'inclosure, district.' Is Semitic apftpu 'inclose' a 
loan form from Sumerian UB, IB, or conversely ? 

The word Ki, following sfiB, is probably merely 'place,' speci- 
fying Sirburla, which itself is a synonym of the city-name Lagash 
(cf. Jastrow, op. cit., 57, note 1; Amiaud, Rev. arcMologique, 
1888, on Sirpurla). 

Line 4. — E8-i;-NiNNt)(50)-MU 'the house of my Temple of 
NinnC fe-NiNNO here evidently indicates the chief temple of 
Lagash, sacred to Bau and to her great consort Ningibsu, the 
special deity of the king Gudea. The numeral NiNNU = xansa 
'fifty' was probably sacred to Bau, as it was to Ninib, Br. 10036, 
to Bel, Br. 10037, and to Ea, Br. 10038. Es = AB := 'house.' 

Line 5. — Du, or fuller form DUL = 8ubtu 'dwelling,' Sc. 25 
(see. P. 85, on do). 

Nina, like Girsu, was a quarter of Lagash and had a temple 
il-NiNNA (cf. Jastrow, 57, 635). See also below on line 6. 
''NiNA-ki-NA-MU, the na is merely the phonetic complement 
showing the reading Ni-nA, which seems to indicate that -ki was 
not pronounced. 

Line 6. — Se-ib; see above on line 3. 

Udu-mA. can only mean 'light-ship' and refers to the well-known 
sacred ship of Bau (Jastrow, 655) called also "ship of the bril- 
liant offspring," which harmonizes with the expression found here 
"ship of light." According to Nebk., I. K. 54, c. iii, line 10, 
many gods had such sacred ships which were often studded with 
jewels and in which the deities were frequently carried in proces- 
sion on festal occasions (I. R. 55, c. iv, 1-2). The origin of this 
custom of dedicating sacred ships to gods must perhaps be sought 
in the absolute dependence of the ancient Babylonians on water; 
i. e. , rivers, canals, ditches, etc. Significant in this respect is also 
the ancient Egyptian custom of using sacred ships. Egypt was, 
of course, peculiarly dependent on the Nile for its sustenance. 
Jastrow (655) calls attention to the interesting survival of the 
same idea in the Mahmal, the annual Khedivial gift to Mecca of a 
tabernacle in the form of a ship. It is possible that the Hebrew Ark 
of the Covenant was primitively a similar ship (thus also Jastrow). 
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On GAN = GrAN in NinA-gan, cf. P. 121. Gan = primarily 
'fulness,' I translate 'fruitful.' 

Line 7. — "For the wine, increase is decreed." Note in this 

connection pilti (= ay-'^) ^^ karani 'increase of wine;' pilii 

sa sikari 'increase of strong drink,' cited Muss-Arnolt, 8036, 
which seem to be exact parallels with the present passage. See 
above on line 1. Mutin is Eme-sal for EK. gestin 'wine;' cf. 
P. 247-248. 

Line 8. — This line ends the sentence, summarizing the preced- 
ing statements. Note nunus-SA + 3 p. suffix -bi, without the prefix 
A- seen in the preceding lines. 

BiE = BIR, Br. 196, must be cognate with BAB = BAR 'appor- 
tion, divide;' BAR also has the value bib, Br. 1724, although not 

usually. Cf . bie = I>-| ^ 'subdivide' and see P. 60 s. v. bik = BIR. 

The reduplication bib-bie-ei in this passage indicates a thorough 
apportionment. 

Line 9. — ZA-GiN=;uknu 'shining, brilliant,' and is applied to 
crystal especially, but is also a synonym of gipru 'alabaster, 
marble,' which seems more appropriate here. 

I-i (not TUR-TUR, owing to the context) must be a redupli- 
cation of i=na'adu 'be exalted,' 3980; hence i-i 'noble.' 

Dim-dim = RAP-RAP which according to P. 78, s. v. dim, 
can denote 'strength.' It is possible, however, that this is merely 
a phonetic writing for ES. dim^EK. GIM = GIM 'make, con- 
struct.' In this case, we have a paronomastic association, so com- 
mon a phenomenon in Sumerian, between the two words. 

Line 10.— §ab-bi-ta 'from its midst' is ES. = Br. 7982: sab- 
BA; with which compare the form SAB-ba in line 12. The EK. 
full form of si 'heart, midst' is SAG, Br. 7981. This sag also 
appears in ES. 

UDU=umu 'day' must ^' when' here. 

In-ga-a-an-dug(KA) 'when I speak' is probably first person, 
owing to the following line ki-azag-ga-mu 'my shining place' 
with the suffix -MU of the first person. The element ga-a-an is 
usually written ga-an ; cf . Br. p. 544. 
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Line 11. — Bae-ga-ta probably means 'with (ta) the appor- 
tionment (bae; see on line 1) of plenty' (ga). Note that ga = 
GA usually means 'teat, udder, milk' (P. Ill), but gaba, the 
longer form of another GA-word, also shortened to ga, can mean 

duxxudu 'be plenteous.' Note that ga = &q jl^, Br. 6317, 

also = malu 'be full' Cf. on line 16 s. v. ga-ta. 

Dimmeb lig 'the mighty god' (lig = KAL 'mighty' ) probably 
alludes to Ningiesu, the consort of Bau. Note that AN.KAL 
also = Bel, Br. 6191, and Papsukal, Br. 6192. 

Ki-AZAG-GA-MU 'my shining place' gives the personal deter- 
mination to the entire sentence, as -MU must = 'my.' This is per- 
haps an allusion to Uni-azaga, lit. 'shining city,' a quarter of 
Lagash (see Jastrow, 57). 

Line 12. — Sab-ba. See above on line 10. 

BAea 'shrine;' see P. 55 for full discussion. 

Babbab usually means 'sun,' but can also mean pigu 'white, 
bright,' Br. 7788. The reading babbab is employed here, as 
shown by the complement -ea, evidently because of the assonance 
with the preceding bXea 'shrine.' 

I read the verb mu-un-ma-al from ES. MAL = basu 'be,' Br. 
6811; =sakanu 'be established,' Br. 6818. Mal can also 
mean gamalu 'be perfected,' Br. 6812 and malu 'be full,' Br. 
6814, the latter perhaps being a Semitic pun on the value mal. 
The sense 'be perfected' comes, of course, from the idea, 'be, exist 
par excellence.'' The syllable ma-al might be read ba-al, as the 
two characters ba and ma are often written identically, but in this 
inscription, the writer distinguishes his BA carefully from MA, as 
written here. Note in lines 1 ff. If the syllable were really bal, 
it could be regarded as a spelled-out form of BAL = ' break into, 
penetrate, be strong' (see P. 50). 

Line 13. — Mu ma bu-na-mu 'for the making firm of my land.' 
This is very diflicult. Mu is probably the preposition MU = assu 
'in order to,' Br. 1226. Ma, I regard as the ES. form for 
matu 'land,' Br. 6774. The fuller form is MA-DA = matu; lit- 
erally 'strong land' (see P. 228 s. v. ma = MA). Ru means 
chiefly nadti 'lay down, establish,' especially 'a dwelling,' when 
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used with subtu 'dwelling' (see Muss- Arnolt, 6466). Also note 
Br. 1433: BU = nadu. The original full form may have been 
BUN, as we have what seems to be the phonetic complement -na 
following KU. 

§u-NA 'his hand,' means 'his power.' 

Line 14. — Sega^A.AN 'water of heaven' =' rain.' See P. 
Part III, on seq. 

I regard MU-us as the ES. form for EK. ges 'tree.' The sign 
following this is unclear, but may have been xuL = XCJL = xadu 
'rejoice,' Br. 10084; P. 180, but this is not certain. It may also 
have been a plant-name with determinative MUS = GES. 

Line 15. — 'The wife is perfect (i. e., satisfying) to her hus- 
band' fittingly caps the climax of these deeds of power. 

Line 16. — This line seems to begin a new paragraph. On 
GA-TA 'with fulness,' see above on line 11. 

Nam-ma-ea-e rather than the more usual nam-ba-ea-e, as the 
character is quite distinct from the ba written elsewhere in this 
document. See for example, lines 1 ff. ; rev. line 8. That nam 
can be used with the prefix ma- is not surprising, as nam also 
occurs with mun = nam-mun and with min=nam-min, Br. p. 538a. 
Hence I read here nam-ma-ba-e although nam-ba- would be more 
natural and more common. Nam does not always denote the 
negative and the context precludes a negative meaning here. 
Of. especially IV. R. 20, 2, obv. 3-4: nam-ta-e-gal(IK) =taptl 
'thou openest;' IV. R. 16, 39-40a; nam-xa-ba-ea-tab-eu-da = 
lirurusu 'may they curse him.' 

Line 17. — Gula is merely another name for Bau in this pas- 
sage (see Jastrow, 60). 

Ba-ea-e(UD-DU) 'she goes forth;' see Br. 7873. 

Line 18. — The scribe has written in E-Gi as the pronunciation 
of NIN here. E-Gi is a value for KU, Br. 10501, rather than for 
NIN and with KU, e-gi means 'greatness.' See P. 96 s. v. egi. 
That EGI means ' lady '^ NIN here is incontrovertible. 

Me-a, evidently 'I am.' This is the ES. form for EK. MfiN, 
used of all three persons. See Prince, Introduction, II, §4, 71. 

Ddg-ga-a .... was probably followed by -MU = 'when I 
speak.' 
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Line 19. — Damal is the ES. form of dagal 'wide, roomy, 
extensive.' See P. 69, s. v. dagal. 

The goddess Sun-na is interesting. The sign, also with value 
GUL (see P. 162) , means 'pour, inundate.' Note Br. 8959: GUL = 
nartabu 'irrigation.' The SUN-value here is confirmed by the 
-na complement. Note that the word GUL means, with this sign, 
'destroy,' from idea 'inundate destructively,' but with sun it seems 
to mean exclusively 'irrigate, water.' According to Scheil, 
Recueil de Travaux, XVII, 39, Lagash had a temple to a deity 
NiN-suN, which is mentioned in a valuable list of temples of 
Lagash. It seems probable from the present passage that Bau 
identifies herself with this god also. See above Introduction on 
this hymn. 

Line 20. — Im-ku. Im 'storm' is to be read IM here and not 
Ni, as the scribe has taken special pains to indicate the pronuncia- 
tion IM, as in line 18 with NIN, pron. e-gi. I regard ku as mean- 
ing 'lordly.' See P. 210-211. 

Sa-sa=DI-DI probably means suteQii 'going forth,' Br. 
9564, and qualifies the lordly storm. 

Im-gaba .... may indicate some part of pataru 'split,' a 
natural meaning with storm. See P. 113, s. v. gaba^GtAB. 

Line 21. — 'My father' may allude to Anu the father of Bau. 
Sag 'head' means clearly asaridu 'leader,' Br. 3509. 

Sab means baqftmu 'tear asunder,' Br. 5667. 

Du = DU may be a part of DU = alaku 'go.' 

EEVEBSE 

Line 1. — The line is too mutilated to interpret. 

Line 2. — Tik-ku-a seems to mean 'proudly,' i. e., TiK = kisadu 
'neck,' Br. 3215, passim; ku or gu can mean 'lordly' (see P. s. v. 
KU, 210-211) ; and a is the complement. The entire expression 
probably means 'with proud or lordly neck.' 

Mu-Ni-iB-XA-LAM-A 'it is destroyed' with the passive expressed 
by the infix -nib-; viz., 'shall one destroy IT?' For xa-lam-a, 
cf . Br. 11850: XA-LAM = xulluqu 'destroy.' 

The key to the meaning of lines rev. 1-8 is given by rev. 9, 
where a question is clearly indicated by a-na 'what?' These 
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lines must all be rhetorical questions such as the biblical question: 
"What is man that thou art mindful of him and the son of man 
that thou shouldst consider him ? " Ps. 8 : 4. 

In lines 3—6 the same names of Lagash are repeated as occur 
in obv. 2-6, the idea being "Can any part of my great city Lagash 
ever be destroyed by an enemy?" 

Line 7. — Siba must mean 'ruler' here. It originally denoted 
'shepherd,' Br. 5684: reu 'shepherd.' 

SuB-Bi must mean maqatu 'fall.' Br. 1432. Sub-bi is per- 
haps a hanging clause preceding the finite ten = balu 'annihilate,' 
Br. 7714. 

Line 8. — So in this line we find a rhetorical repetition of line 7 
with reduplicated forms sub-sub-bi and TEN-TEN = bullu 'utterly 
destroy,' Br. 7716. Note the strengthened verbal prefix ubanib 
as contrasted with banib in line 7 (see above. Introduction). 

Line 9. — SAE-EA-A = kasadu 'conquer, overwhelm,' 4319, 
evidently participial, as is also A-mI-MU 'he who inundates' me; 
viz., Br. 11510: A-Ml-Ml^m e raxft^u 'inundate, said of waters.' 

A-NA is minu 'what?' Br. 11434. 

Gal(IK)-lu-bi is GAL==basu 'to be' + phonetic complement 
LU + -Bi = sufiix of the third person singular. 

This last line, as remarked above on line 2, rev., gives the key 
to the meaning of the whole reverse. 

Line 10. — 'A hymn of the goddess Bau;' where the final -xi 
represents the genitive ending =xe:=ge^ KIT. 

In the combination Ee(A-SI)-LIM-ma, the sign read LIM is 
really lib == kuru 'woe' (thus Lau and see P. 223). Hence 
Ee-lib(m)-ma must mean 'a woful lamentation'='a penitential 
psalm.' 

Line 11. — Dimmer Ad-da-mu. Has this any connection with 
Br. 6662, dingib DA-MU=='Bau' and 'Gula' ? 

GLOSSARY 

A-A 'father,' obv. 21. A-mA 'inundate,' rev. 9. 

Ad-da-md, with god-sign, perhaps = A-na ' what ? ' rev. 9. 

Bau, rev. 11. See s. u. Damd. A-ndnus-sa 'increase,' obv. 1-7. 
A-ZAG-GA 'shining,' obv. 11. See s. v. nunxis-sa. 

-Am = A-AN, verbal suifix, obv. 1-11. E ' house,' obv. 17. 
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E-Qi'lady,'obv. 18. 

E-NinnC, temple-name, obv. 4. 

Es 'house,' obv. 4. 

Eri 'city,' obv. 1-8, 10, 18, rev. 2, 9. 

Eb-lim-ma 'hymn,' rev. 10. 

U-BA-Ni-iB, verbal prefix, rev. 8. 

U-BA-Ni-iB-TE-EN ' annihilates,' rev. 8. 

Udu 'when,' obv. 10. 

Udd-mX 'ship of light,' obv. 6, rev. 5. 

Ur-saq-gal ' lord, husband,' obv. 15. 

Babbab ' brilliant,' obv. 12. 

Ba-ni-ib- = verbal prefix, obv. 7. 

B^BA 'shrine,' obv. 12. 

Ba-ra- = verbal prefix, obv. 17. 

Ba-ra-e = UD-DU 'goeth forth,' 

obv. 17. 
Bab 'portion,' obv. 1-8, 10. 
Bab-ga-ta ' with disseminated 

plenty,' obv. 11. 
Ba-u, with god-sign, rev. 10. 
Ba-o-xi, with god-sign and geni- 
tive sign -XI, rev. 10. 
-Bi = suffix 3 p., rev. 9. 
Bib-bib- Bi ' apportion,' obv. 8. 
Ga 'plenty, fulness,' obv. 11, 16, 

17, 19. 
Ga, short for gab 'make,' obv. 1-8. 
Gaba 'split,' obv. 20. 
Gal-lu 'to be,' rev. 9. 
Gal-lu-bi, with suffix = 'tobe'='he 

is,' rev. 9. 
Gan 'fruitful,' obv. 6. 
GiB-su, city-name, obv. 2, 9, 11, 

rev. 3. 
Gd-la, with god-sign, obv. 17. 
Dam 'spouse,' obv. 15. 
Damal ' rich, plenteous,' obv. 19. 
DA-MD = Bau. See on rev. 11 and 

s. V. Addamd. 
Dim-dim ' strengthen,' obv. 9. 
DiMMEB LiG ' mighty divinity,' obv. 

11. 
DoG = KA 'speak,' obv. 10, 18, 19. 



DoL 'dwelling,' obv. 5. 

Za-gin 'alabaster,' obv. 9. 

Xa-lam-a 'destroy,' rev. 2-6. 

-XI, sign of genitive, rev. 11. See 
s. V. Ba0-xi. 

I-i 'noble,' obv. 9. 

Im 'storm,' obv. 20. 

In-ga-a-an- = verbal prefix, obv. 10. 

iN-GA-A-AN-DnG(KA) 'I Speak,' obv. 
10. 

Ki ' place,' obv. 3. 

-Ki, suffix after city-names, not pro- 
nounced. See on obv. 5. 

Ki-AZAQ-GA ' shining place,' obv. 11. 

Kc 'lordly,' obv. 20, rev. 2-6 in 

TIK-KD-A, q. V. 

KU = -s6, postposition 'for,' obv. 

14-15. 
Lia=:KAL 'strong, mighty,' obv. 

11. 
LiM ' woe,' rev. 10. 
Ma 'land,' obv. 13. 
Ml ' ship,' obv. 6, rev. 5. 
Ma-al 'be perfect,' obv. 12-15. 
Me-a 'to be' = EK. MfeN, obv. 18. 
Mu = assu 'in order to,' obv. 13. 
Mu-lu ' the one who,' rev. 9. 
Md-dl-lil-e, with god-sign = B6l, 

rev. 1. 
Mu-DN, verbal prefix, obv. 12-15. 
Mn-Ni-iB-= verbal prefix, obv. 2-6. 
Mo-un-ma-al 'is perfect,' obv. 12- 

15. 
Mn-us 'tree,' obv. 14. 
MoTiN ' wine,' obv. 7. 
Nam-ma-ea, verbal prefix, obv. 16. 
NAM-MA-BA-fi = UD-DU 'cometh 

forth,' obv. 16. 
Nina, city-name, obv. 5, rev. 6. 
NiNA-GAN 'fruitful Nina,' obv. 6, 

rev. 5. 
Ndnos-sa ' increase,' obv. 8. Cf . on 

A-NUNOS-SA. 
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Saq= asaridu 'leader,' obv. 21. Sega = A-AN 'rain,' obv. 14. 

Sa-sa = DI-DI 'going forth,' obv. Sa 'hand, power,' obv. 13. 

20. St, postposition 'for' KU, obv. 

Sar-ea-a 'overwhelm,' rev. 9. 14-15. 

SiBA 'ruler,' rev. 7, 8. Sub-bi 'cause to fall,' rev. 7. 

SiB-BDE-LA, city-name, obv. 3, rev. 4. Sdb-sdb-bi ' cause to fall,' rev. 8. 

Sdn-na, with god-sign, obv. 19. Te-en 'annihilate,' rev. 7. 

Eu-NA 'make firm,' obv. 13. Te-en-te-en 'annihilate utterly,' 

Sab 'rive asunder,' obv. 21. rev. 8. 

S^B 'midst,' obv. 10, 12. Tik-kd-a 'proudly' rev. 2-6. See 

Se-ib ' inclosure,' obv. 3, 6. on kd. 
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Christopher Johnston 

In my paper on "A Passage in the Babylonian Nimrod Epic," 
published in AJSL for October, 1899 (XVI, 30 fp.), I discussed the 
word nubattu at some length; since that time much additional 
material has become accessible which, though confirming my 
interpretation of the passage then under discussion, casts new light 
upon the subject. While the noun bitu, 'house,' is of very com- 
mon occurrence, the verbal stem, occurring in the cognate languages 
in the meaning, 'to pass the night, lodge,' does not seem to have 
been recognized in Assyrian.' It is to be found, however, in two 
instances cited in Delitzsch's Handworterbuch (p. 165) under the 
stem consonants nSU, where it is conjecturally defined as meaning 
'to wallow' (sich walzen). The first of these is from IV R, 60*, 0, 
where we read (rev. 8-9): ina rub^ia ablt ki alpi, ubtallil 
kl immeri ina tabftstaniia, 'I lodge like an ox in my stall; 
like a sheep I am befouled with my excrement.' In the parallel 
passage, IV R, 22, No. 2, 16-19, nadu is used instead of batu. 
The second instance cited by Delitzsch is to be found in III R, 41, 
col. II, 24, where it is said that the sufferer from the wrath of 
Ishtar, kima kalbi libta'ita ina rSbit alisu, 'shall make his 
lodging like a dog in the market-place of his city.' As a matter 
of fact the verb is by no means rare in Assyrian, though it is only 
fair to state that nearly all the cases known to me occur in texts 
published since the appearance of Delitzsch's Handivorterhuch. 
In Harper's Letters, No. 433 (=79-7-8, 138), rev. 13-14, we 
read: mftsu anni'u ina libbi elippi tabi'at, aninu ina 
muxxi nftri nibi'at ma^Qartasa nindgar, 'tonight thou shalt 
pass the night in the ship, and we shall pass the night by the 
river keeping watch.' In Part XXII (1906) of the Cuneiform 

1 Except by Mr. K. Campbell Thompson, in his Late Babylonian Letters (see pp. xxxv, 
201, 2n),where the cases occurring in Cr, XXII are given, and nubattu is doubtfully referred 
to this stem— "nubattum (i/ba'atu?)" (p. 217). I only saw Mr. Thompson's book after 
the completion of this paper, in which no alteration has been made, except the addition 
of this note. 
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Texts from Babylonian Tablets, etc. in the British Museum 
(usually cited as GT), No. 18, 11. 14-16, we have minima anaku 
aganna abata, 'why do I stay here;' and ibid., No. 222, 11. 6-9: 
ammeni ina panika anaku u marateia ina ^umml sa 
sipirtu abata, 'why am I and my daughters kept waiting for a 
letter from you?' — literally, 'why do we stay before thee in want 
of a letter?' 

In a number of passages the verb occurs in connection with 
nubattu, always with the negative, and in all these cases the con- 
test shows that the phrase nubatta batu means 'to spend time, 
delay.' Four examples occur in Harper's Letters. H. 399 
(= 67—4-2, 1), a letter from the king to Bel-ibni, omitting the 
formula of greeting, reads as follows: ina muxxi Musezib- 
Marduk, mal umesu iterba ina paniia, xarrana ina sepisu 
altakan; nubatti ina Ninua ul ibit. The text is written in 
Babylonian characters and Delitzsch, who discusses it, BA. I, 
286 ff. (cf. HW, 326), reads ikit and thus misses the sense. The 
text may be rendered: 'with regard to Mushezib-Marduk, he 
always has access to me. I have sent him on an errand;^ he has 
not been delaying in Nineveh.' Again in H. 360 (= K. 1250), 
obv. 11-16: ki ""emuqu sa bel sarrani beliia adi Dur-lli 
iqterba, nubfttta ul ibittu, sikipti Bel arrat Hani Nabu- 
bel-sumate u bele xltu sa ittisu ugabbatuma ana bel sar- 
rani beliia inamdinu, 'when the troops of the lord of kings, 
my lord, reach Dur-lli, without delay they will seize that aban- 
doned of Bel accursed of the gods, Nabu-bel-sumate, and the vil- 
lains that are with him, and give (them) to the lord of kings, my 
lord.' In H. 462 (= K. 1374), obv. 10-14, we have: ana ^"^qade 
ana muxxi elip mullu laspura adl muxxi sa enna ixxisunu. 
Umusaikasaduni, nubatta ul ibittu, elip mullu mala ina m- 
siini gabbi ana ekalli us6bila, 'I have sent to the Qadu offi- 
cials for a freight ( ?) ship, but they still hold back. The day they 
arrive, without any delay, as fast as the ship can go, I shall send 
all to the palace.' In H. 833 (= K. 982), obv. 15-16: nubatta 

2Cf. H. 716 (=K. 31), obv. 11-16: Enna ina pftnat ni56 gabbi, kl allika ina is pi 
garri beliia, aggabat, 'Lo! I was arrested before all the people, thoagh I was going 
on the king's errand.' Similar cases occur elsewhere, especially in CT. XXII, where they are 
quite frequent. 
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111 ibit[tuj .... ana pftn sarri beliia, 'without delay to my 
lord the king,' though the context is mutilated, is evidently a case 
in point. A number of examples are to be found in CT, Part XXII. 
They are as follows: No. 83, 11. 9-12, qapdu qapdu, nubattum 
la tabata, V ^abe supra, 'quickly, quickly, without delaying, 
send five men;' and, ibid. 11. 16, 17, qapdu .... supur, nubatti 
.... la ibata 'send quickly, without delay.' No. 89, 11. 8-16, 
'^'Nubta adi pani[iaj ina libbi .... tallika . nubattum 
ina paniia ul tabat, ana axiia asaparas, 'the woman Nubta 
has come to me in ... . Without letting her delay with me, I 
shall send her to my brother.' No. 126, 11. 18-20, Bunene-epus 
nubattum ina panikunu la ibata, 'let not Bunene-epus delay 
with you.' No. 149, 11. 33, 34, ana Bel-da'an(?) qibi batka' 
elippi ligbat nubattum la ... . ibatum, 'tell Bel-da' an (?) 
to repair the boat without delay.' No. 176, 11. 7, 8, maruka 
nubatti la ibata xantis liksudu, 'let your son come quickly, 
without making any delay.' In view of all this it seems safe to 
conclude that the noun nubattu is derived from the verb batu, 
'to lodge, pass the night,' etc., and as the plural nubatatum 
occurs in a contract tablet (Str. Nbn. 851, 26), it would appear to 
be a feminine form. In the passages quoted nubattu is of course 
the 'inner object' of the verb. Since Professor Haupt has shown 
{AJSL, XXII, 258) that n^Zl, 'house,' is ultimately derived from 
the preposition H, the primitive meaning of batu would be 'to 
turn in,' and nubattu would originally mean 'a turning in,' whence 
the secondary meanings 'stay (in a place), delay, rest,' etc., are 
readily deduced. Thus, in the Nimrod Epic (p. 147, 1. 301; 
p. 148, 1. 319), ana selasa KAS.BU iskunu nubattu means 
'every 30 double leagues they took a rest,' properly, 'made (their 
night's) lodging.' 

In a number of instances nubattu signifies 'evening,' properly, 
'(time of) turning in, going to rest,' and for this meaning of the 
word the following passages may be cited: III R, 66, obv. lOd, 
ina umi serti nubatti sumatesunu (sa Hani) tazdkar, 'daily, 
morning and evening, thou shalt pronounce the names of the 
gods.' H. 9 ( = K. 618), rev. 8, kal fxmi si'ari nubatti, 'every 

3 For b a t q a . 
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day, morning and evening.' H. 15 (=K. 1197), rev. 9, mHsu 
sa umi XI KAN ina nnbatti dullu, 'on the night of the 11th, 
at evening, the work (shall be performed).' H. 23 (= K. 602), 
obv. 18-20, iimu anni'u etapas ; ina nubatti Arad-Ea ina 
gusur ekalli ippas, 'it shall be done today; in the evening 
Arad-Ea shall do (it) on the palace roof;' and, ibid., rev. 1, 
asAtar ina si'ari ina nubatti, 'I shall write (the tablets) 
morning and evening' — i. e., I shall work at them early and late. 
H. 24 (=K. 626), rev. 11-12, the exerciser adi innasaxiini 
si'aru nubattu ippas 'shall perform (his incantations) morning 
and evening until (the disease) is expelled.' In this sense, there- 
fore, nubattu is a synonym of lllatu and simetan. 

Nubattu also occurs as the designation of a special religious 
occasion. In the hemerology for the intercalary month of Elul 
the 3d, 7th, and 16th days are designated as nubattu Marduk 
u Qarpanltum (IV R, 81, 11, 28a, 276). The same was the 
case in the month of Marchesvan [ibid., 33*, 12, 28a, 216), and 
probably in all the months, since Ashurbanapal (IX, 11) calls the 
3d of Ab the nubattu of Marduk. On these days, at night, the 
king made offering before Marduk and Sarpanit. It can hardly 
be accidental that each of these days is followed by an um AB. 
AB of Nabu and Tashmet, divinities closely associated with 
Marduk. It is true that the 4th and 8th days are called um AB. 
AB of Nabu, and only the 17th is styled the um AB.AB of Nabu 
and Tashmet (IV R, 32, 16, 39a, 316; 33*, 16, 38a, 296), but 
on all these occasions the king makes offering, at night, both to 
the god and his divine spouse. Light appears to be cast upon the 
um AB.AB, a term which Zimmern [Surpu, 8, 25) renders 'festal 
day,' by two texts published in Harper's Letters. In H. 113 
(= K. 501) we read (obv. 15-17) : umu IV KAN sa arax Aru 
Nabu Tasmetum ina bit ersi erubu, 'on the 4th of lyar 
Nabu (and) Tashmet entered the bedchamber,' and further on 
(rev. 11-13) tSmu assakan, niqSsunu u[kanu ina] pan 
Nabu Tasmetum ina bit ersi, 'I shall order their offerings to 
be placed before Nabu and Tashmet in the bedchamber.' The text 
is somewhat mutilated, but it is clear that the sojourn of the divine 
spouses in the bedchamber began on the 4th of the month, the 
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day designated in the hemerologies as an fim AB.AB, that it 
lasted for some days, and that on such occasions it was customary 
to make offerings to the gods. H. 366 ( = 82-5-22, 96) is more 
explicit; there (obv. 6 ff.) we read: ina si'ftri, umu IV KAN, 
ana badi Nabt u Tasmfitum ina bit ersi irrubG. tTmu V 

KAN sa ttissu* sa sarri usftkulu istu umu V KAN 

adi flmu X KAN [iljani ina bit ersi sunu tTmu XI 

KAN Nabu UQq&, 'tomorrow, the 4th (of the month), Nabti and 
Tashmet will enter the bedchamber. On the 5th they shall be 
given to eat of the king's food (offering). From the 5th to the 
10th the gods (remain) in the bedchamber. On the 11th Nabfl 
goes forth.' It will be noted that we have here all the essentials 
of an oriental wedding — the introduction of the bride, the refresh- 
ments offered to the newly wedded couple on the following morn- 
ing, and the seven days of the marriage feast (Judg, 14: 12, 17) 
or the "seven days of the bride" (Gen. 29: 27). With this may 
be connected the ceremony of "preparing the couch" of the god, 
the ritual for which is given in the text K. 164, published, in 
transliteration, in BA, II, 635. The priestess officiating at this 
ceremony was called "the bride" (kallatu). The "preparation 
of the couch" seems to have taken place on the day before the 
union of the spouses. H. 65 (= K. 629) contains an account of 
this ceremony as performed at Calah, and it is there stated (obv. 
8-10): umu III KAN sa arax Aru *'Kalxi ersu sa NabU 
takkarar, Nabti ina bit ersi errab. tTmu IV KAN saxarsu 
sa Nabu, 'on the 3d of lyar, at Calah, the couch of Nabu will be 
prepared, (and) Nabu will enter the bedchamber. On the 4th 
(will take place) the 'going abouf^ of Nabu.' Then follows an 
account of the procession in honor of the god.^ In the hemerolo- 
gies it will be observed that the 4th of the month was the um 
AB.AB of Nabu (and Tashmet), while the 11th (IV R 32, 16; 
33*, 51a) is designated as salam manzalti sa Tasmetum 

'Written tus-su, for tat-su. I take ttltu for a contracted form of te'fltu, 'food' 
(DHPF, 697), uSakultl is 3d pers. plur.— impersonal. 

BJ. e., 'procession.' I formerly read (1. 10) GUR = taru and 'return,' but GUR also = 
saxfiru and this seems to suit the context better. 

6 See my Epistolary Literature of the Assyrians and Babylonians, Part I, pp. 153 fl., where 
this text is translated, and attention is called to the passage in Herodotus (i. 181) relating to 
the bedchamber of the god Bel (= Marduk) of Babylon. 



346 The Assteian Wokd Nubattu 

Qarpanitum, 'completion of the sojourn of Tasbmet and Sarpanit,' 
in exact agreement with the account given in H. 366, cited above, 
where it is said that Nabu and Tashmet remain in their chamber 
until the 10th of the month, and that on the 11th Nabu goes forth. 
As AB is ideogram for aptu, 'abode,' or bitu, 'house, chamber,' 
it is possible that AB.AB, whatever its Assyrian equivalent may 
be, referred to the entry of the gods into their nuptial chamber, 
and it may have been the name of some ceremony peculiar to the 
occasion. During their sojourn together there was an um AB. 
AB on the 8th of the month, marked, according to the hemero- 
logies, by the presentation of offerings at night to the divine pair 
(cf. H. 113, rev. 11-13, cited above). The fact that an um AB. 
AB also occurred on the 17th of the month' probably indicates 
that on this day the god paid a second visit to his spouse. 

The close connection of the nubattu with the um AB.AB 
has already been pointed out. Each um AB.AB of Nabu and 
Tashmet immediately follows a nubattu of Marduk and Sarpanit; 
both occasions were marked by nocturnal offerings to the divine 
spouses; and the 11th of the month is the salam manzalti not only 
of Tashmet, but of Sarpanit as well. All this would seem to indi- 
cate that the occasions were of a similar nature, and that Marduk 
and Sarpanit came together every month in the same way as Nabu 
and Tashmet. In Arabic bat a means not only 'to pass the night, 
lodge,' but also 'to marry' and, although in Assyrian no instance 
of the use of the verb in this sense is known to me, it is possible 
that nubattu may here mean the '(nuptial) sojourn' of Marduk 
with his spouse. Perhaps, however, it is safer to render nubattu 
Marduk u Qarpanitum, 'the evening of Marduk and Sarpanit,' 
where nubattu would have about the same meaning as German 
Feierabend. Special ceremonies doubtless marked such occasions, 
and the term nubattu probably designated both the occasion and 
the attending ceremonial. In any case it should be noted that 
the occasion pertained specially to the cult of Marduk who is 
styled bel nubatti in MaqM 2, 157-58; 7, 18-19. The question 

f I. e., a week after the 10th day which completed the wedding week. Lane, Manners 
and Customs of the Modern Egyptians (5th ed., London, 1871), II, 241, states that, in Egypt, 
custom required the husband to refrain from visiting his bride for a week after the com- 
pletion of their marriage. 
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naturally arises whether the weddings of the gods were celebrated 
every month, which at first sight seems unlikely, or whether the 
spouses were merely brought together monthly, the outward forms 
of a wedding being observed in order to symbolize the nature of 
the event. On the other hand the solar character of Marduk is 
well known, while the name of Sarpanit, "the silvery bright one,"' 
may well indicate that she was originally a moon goddess, and the 
monthly marriage of the sun and moon would be altogether appro- 
priate.' The occurrence of the first nubattu, marking the begin- 
ning of the wedding week, on the 3d of the month, near the time 
of the monthly conjunction of the sun and moon, would seem to 
favor this view. An interesting parallel is to be found in Greek 
mythology, where the marriage of Helios and Selene, who like 
Sarpanit was a goddess of matrimonial fertility, is represented as 
occurring at the time of the new moon; and the tepo? jdfj.o'i of 
these divinities appears to have been dramatically represented at 
the Eleusinian Mysteries." 

The well-known passage II R, 32, 12, 13 ab {+ CT, XVIII, 
pi. 23, 11. 12, 13) reads as follows: 

[tlm] ki — is — pi bu — ub-bu — lum 

ftm nu-bat-ti: do (i.e. ftm kispi) ftm i-dir-ti: do (i.e. bubbulum) 

These expressions need not, however, be taken as exact equivalents, 
they need only be synonyms in so far as they coincide in some 
particular point or points. Um kispi means a day upon which 
food offerings were made to the shades of the dead. I have already 
discussed this term in AJSL, XVI, 33-36, and to the examples 
there given may be added Zimmern, Bab. Relig., No. 52 where 
kispe are offered to the family ghosts (ekimme kimti). As 
Jastrow has pointed out [Religion of Babylonia and Assyria, 
p. 581), such offerings were made not merely from motives of 
piety, but to deprecate the ill-will of the dead." Since um nubatti 
appears here as a synonym of tim kispi, it must have had some 
connection with the cult of the dead, and this probably lies in the 

8 See Jastrow, Religion of Babylonia and Assyria, pp. 121 fl. 
8 1 owe this suggestion to Dr. Jastrow. 

10 See Eosciier, Vber Selene und Verwandtes, pp. 75 il., where other parallels are cited, 
>i With regard to the e k i m m a or spirits of the dead, see Thompson, Devils and Evil 
Spirits, I, xxvii ff. 
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fact that offerings to the dead formed an important part of the 
nubattu ceremonial. In this sense an um nubatti would also 
be an um kispi. It should be borne in mind that Marduk, who 
is styled bel nubatti, is also called sar asiputi {Maqlu,loc.cit. 
sup.) and bel asiputi (IV K, 49, 60, 70a; 56, 136), the king 
or lord of the ftsipu rite, which included the exorcism and pro- 
pitiation of the shades of the dead. Moreover, Marduk was 'the 
merciful one who loves to quicken the dead' (IV R, 29, 24), 'the 
ruler of dead and living,"^ and his nubattu would thus be a par- 
ticularly appropriate occasion for the offering of kispe. 

Jensen has shown [Kosmologie, 91, 106, 502) that bubbulu 
was the term applied to the day or days of the moon's dis- 
appearance at the end of the lunar month. In a single passage 
bubbulu seems to be brought into connection with the 80th day 
of the month. IV R, 23, col. I, 3-4, we have: Nusku mar 
selase bubbulu (= UD. XXX. KAN UD. NA. A. AN), but what 
this means is by no means clear. Mar selase seems here to be 
an epithet of Nusku, but the connection of bubbulu is obscure. 
On the other hand, the bubbulu of Sin certainly fell upon the 
29th of the month. In the hemerologies for Second Elul (IV R, 
33, 456) and for Marchesvan (IV R, 33*, 39d) the 29th day is 
designated as bubbulu sa Sin; in Knudtzon's Gebete (No. 43, 
obv. 2, 3) the 29th of Sivan is called um bubbuli sa arxi annl; 
and in the astrological report in IV R, 58, No. 14, the bubbulu 
of Sin falls upon the 29th " apparently of Kislev. The Babylonian 
months contained either twenty-nine or thirty days, the actual 
number in each case being determined by observation," and the 
um selase, the day marking the completion of a full month of 
thirty days would seem to have been observed as a festival of im- 
portance. In a text cited by Bezold, in his review of Brllnnow's 
Revised List {ZA, IV, 433), Sin is called il UD. XXX (se-la- 
su-u) KAN, 'the god of the thirtieth day,' and in an incantation 
published in King's Magic and Sorcery (No. 1^ p. 3) we read 

i2Mu§t«§irmltuubaltu (King, Magic and Sorcery, No. 6,99; No. 10, 8). 

13 Pinches' Texts ( No. 2, obv. 4) and in Tiiompson's Reports (No. 85, obv. 4) the day is given 
as XXTV KAN, but in IV E, 58, No. 14 it is XXIX KAN, in agreement with the other passages 
cited above. 

1* See Thompson's Reports of the Magicians and Astrologers^ n, xix-xxii. 
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(obv. 16-18): Sin supu E.KDR isallukd,ma tamSt Il&ni 
tan&din, bubbulu um tamStika piristi Hani rabuti; um 
selasS isinnaka, Um tasllti iltitika, 'Sin, glorious one of 
Ekur, they question thee and thou givest the utterance of the 
gods. The bubbulu is the day of thy uttering the mystery of 
the great gods ; the thirtieth day is thy festival, the day of joy of 
thy godhead.' The two occasions are here contrasted, not coin- 
cident. That the bubbulu did not coincide with the lim selasfi 
is also shown by Surpu 8, 25-26, and King's Magic and Sorcery 
No. 61, 11-12, where nubattu, Um AB.AB, bubbulu and nm 
selas© are enumerated as separate and distinct days. As a matter 
of fact, the moon's invisibility at the end of the lunar month lasts 
for several days, but in practice the Babylonians appear to have 
fixed upon the 29th as the bubbulu of Sin, and it is evidently 
an occasion of special solemnity. It was, as we have just seen, 
the day on which the oracle of Sin was consulted, and it was the 
day on which the Igigi and Anunnaki fell down in adoration 
(inneseru) before the god (IV R, 33, 465).'^ On this solemn 
occasion Sin was doubtless regarded as being in closer touch with 
the spirit world, if he did not actually visit the realm of the dead, 
with whose cult the Anunnaki were certainly connected," and the 
offering of kispe would here again be most appropriate. It is 
significant, as Jensen has pointed out [Kosmologie, 502), that a 
bubbulu of Nergal, the lord of the dead, occurred on the 28th 
of Second Elul (IV R, 33, 336), and it may also be noted that the 
28th of Marchesvan (IV R, 33*, 28d) was the bubbulu of Adad, 
a god closely connected with both Sin and Nergal." 

The expression um idirti, 'day of mourning,' or 'day of sor- 
row,' given in our text as a synonym of um kispi, um nubatti, 
and bubbulu, would seem to be properly a descriptive epithet 
applied to these days, in allusion to their connection with the cult 
of the dead. 

15 Cf. the hymn to Sin IV K, 9, 57,60: katu amatka ina 5amS izzakarma, Igigi 
appa ilabinfl; katuamAlka ina erfitim izza karma, Anunnaki qaqq aru 
unaSSaqH. 

16 See Morgenetern, "The Doctrine of Sin in the Babylonian Religion," Mittheilunaen 
der V. A. Gesellscha/t, 1905, 3, pp. 93, 116, 117. 

1' Jastrow, Religion, pp. 158, 159, 163, 164. 
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ABOUT ABU NUWAS 

Duncan B. Macdonald 

In the Catalogue d'une collection de manuscrits ardbes et turcs 
appartenant d, la maison E. J. Brill (i Leide, now in the library 
of Princeton University, one MS (no. 171, p. 27) is entered thus: 
"^LaP _j| xjISs.:*. II Contes du temps de Haroun ar-Rachld. (677)|| 
Belle 6criture. 41 feuillets." This would suggest a tale of the 
Arabian Nights type, with Abu Hiffan as hero. As a matter of 
fact it is a collection of anecdotes about Abii Nuwas, each contain- 
ing an extract or extracts from his poems, and each introduced by 
(JLs jmLaso jj! • There is no title, colophon, or date, but the accom- 
panying photographic reproductions will show the character of the 
collection and may give a clue to the date of the manuscript. 

In the limited apparatus of MS catalogues accessible to me I 
can find no other trace of this book or of any other book of Abii 
Hiffan. It seems to be a unicum both of work and author. But 
there can be little question as to the identity of either. The 
Fihrist gives both, and from references in the Aghdni and else- 
where it is evident that Abii Hiffan was a prominent literary 
figure in the Baghdad of the middle of the third century of the 
Hijra. That the date of his death was unknown was probably 
Ibn Khallikan's reason for not including him among his a'yan, 
and the same reason may have operated elsewhere. 

His full name was Abii Hiffan 'Abdullah b. Ahmad b. Harb 
al-Mihzami. In the short article on him in the Fihrist (p. 144, 
1. 26) he is given a place among the muhdath poets, and called 
a hander-down of stories and poems and an author of collections 
(akhbari, rawiya, musannif). Of his books are given The 
Book of Four on the Stories of the Poets and The Book of the Art 
of Poetry; the latter is called large, and a part had been seen by 
an-Nadim. But in the article (p. 160) on Abii Nuwas (d. a. h. 200) 
the stories about him and a selection of his poems are said to have 

353 
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been edited ('amila) by Abu HifFan. This work may have been 
a part of the Book of Four, and is plainly our MS. 

The following are the other references to him in the Fihrist. 
P. 116: He knew al-Fath b. Khaqan (killed 247), al-Jahiz (d. 255), 
and Isma'il b. Ishaq the Qadi (d. 282), and noted their common 
love for books. P. 125 : He corresponded and exchanged satires 
with Aba-l-'Ayna' (d. 280 odd). P. 129: Muhammad b. Da'iad 
(killed 296) wrote a Book of Four in imitation of that of Abii 
Hiffan. P. 143: Abii Ahmad YahyS, b. 'Ali (d. 300), one of the 
Al al-Munajjim and a Mu'tazilite theologian who held a majlis 
much attended by theologians, included him in his Kitab al-bdhtr 
on stories of poets of both the Umayyad and 'Abbasid Dynasties. 
According to Mas'iidi [Muruj, VIII, 225) Abii Hiffan composed 
laudatory verses on another member of this family, 'All b. Yahy&, 
brother of Abii-l-]Jasan Ahmad b. YahyS,, known as Ibn an-Nadim 
the Mu'tazilite. The information in the Fihrist (p. 143) on the 
Al al-Munajjim has not enabled me to disentangle the exact rela- 
tionship here. 

In the Nuzha al-alibbd of Muhammad al-Anbari (d. 577) is 
the only other formal notice (pp. 267 ff. of lithog. of Cairo, 1294) 
of Abu Hiffan which I have found. But it informs us only that 
he was a pupil of al-Asma'i, that P^V° i^ i;i>^ was his rawi, 
and adds two anecdotes illustrating his readiness in improvising 
epigrammatic verses. 

In the preface by 5amza b. al-Hasan (or 'Ali b. Hamza) al- 
Isbahani to his recension of the diivdn of Abu Nuwas, he quotes 
Abii Hiffan once only. On page 15 of the Cairo edition of 1898 
he gives on his authority a story of how al-'Attabi ( ? Abii 'Amr 
Kulthum, d. 208), after he turned to religion, forbade the reciting 
of the poems of Abii Nuwas, and how he was grievously deceived 
on one occasion. 

Ibn Khallikan also refers to him once, telling {Biogr. Diet, 
I, 68) how he satirized the Mu'tazilite Chief Qadi Ibn Abi Duwad. 
De Slane adds (p. 73, note 29) a reference to the Khatib's History 
of Baghdad; but from that we learn only that he was born at al- 
Ba.sra. The date of his death is not given. 

Yaqiit ( Geogr. Diet. ) has two references. In III, 932, he quotes 
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from him a line referring to the Day of Fayf ar-rif, and IV, 306, 
a story handed down from Abu Mu'adh, brother of Abu Nuwas. 

In the Aghdnl there are several references, but these are of 
value only as showing the circles in which he moved and who 
were his contemporaries. In Vol. II, p. 179, is a report from Abu 
HifPan of how he had been present one day at a somewhat festive 
ma j lis of one of the chiefs of the Turks, who amused the company 
by the queer names under which he called for certain songs. In 
Vol. IV, p. 92, is another report of how he was present on a graver 
occasion when Ibn al-'Arabi (d. 231) misquoted a verse badly, 
gave it the wrong author, and explained it absurdly in defense of 
his misquotations ; on all which Abu Hiffan comments acidulously. 
In Vol. VI, p. 18, Abu Hiffan recounts a long, unsavory, but 
evidently well-known anecdote, directly from ^usayn b. ad-Dah- 
hak (of frequent mention in the Aghdnl; d. under al-Muntasir or 
al-Musta'in [247-51] at almost 100 years of age) of what befell 
the latter with al -Hasan b. Sahl and aghulamof his. In Vol. IX, 
p. 88, how Abu HifPan brought to Harun ar-Rashid (d. 193) a 
slave girl, and the trouble that followed in Harun's harem with 
Zubayda. Here Abu Hiffan, in rearing and training a promising 
slave girl, plays apparently the same part as is ascribed to Is'haq 
b. Ibrahim al-Mawsili, e. g., in the Fakhri, p. 183 of Cairo edition. 
In Vol. XI, p. 2, is a very pointed comment on the poems of the 
Al Abi Hafsa. They began as hot water and gradually cooled 
until those of Mutawwaj, the last of the house, were frozen. In 
Vol. XVII, p. 7, is the story of a threatened hija-warfare between 
Abii Hiffan and Sa'id b. Humayd, and how it was averted. Finally, 
in Vol. XX, p. 65, is a Rabelaisean anecdote from him, of a majlis 
at which he was present. It has no dating value. 

The photographic reproductions of the first three pages may 
now be left to speak for themselves. The anecdotes are of the 
social literary type common in the Aghdnl and of the character we 
should expect in connection with Abii Nuwas. It may be doubted 
whether much of historical or literary value could be squeezed 
from them. But the book seems genuine, is apparently unique, 
and deserves at least to have attention called to it. It should cer- 
tainly be used by any future editor of the dlwdn of Abu Nuwas. 
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THE CYLINDER AND CONE SEALS IN THE MUSEUM 
OF THE HERMITAGE, ST. PETERSBURG 

William Hayes Ward 

By the good kindness of M. E. Pridix, chief trustee of the 
Department of Antiquities, in the Hermitage, St. Petersburg, I 
have been allowed to receive plaster casts of all the cylinder and 
other seals from Babylonia, Assyria, and the neighboring regions, 
which belong to the treasures of the Hermitage Museum at St. 
Petersburg, with the privilege of publishing such of them as I 




Fig. 1.— The Hermitage 

choose, in the work I have been preparing, now practically com- 
pleted, on the subject of the cylinder seals for the Carnegie Insti- 
tution. I have thus received casts of nearly two hundred cylinder 
and other seals, Assyrian and Sassanian. A very few of these 
had previously been published, particularly by M. Lajard, in his 
Culte de Mithra, published in 1847, but other interesting seals 
have never yet seen the light. 

Of these latter, que of the most peculiar is shown in Fig. 1. 
It is about 33 mm. in height, and 23 mm. in diameter. It is thus 
a rather large and stout cylinder, of the size that prevailed at or 
before the time of the Elder Sargon. It gives us a design, not 
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unknown, but yet infrequent, of a god and a goddess standing 
each on a so-called "dragon" which has the head and the body, 
wholly or in part, of a lion, with the wings and the tail of an eagle. 
There is a second scene, however, in which a god, naked like Gil- 
gamesh, but with a god's high headdress, and in profile, on one 
knee, grasps a bull by the horn. But what is peculiar is, that the 
field above is occupied by four additional dragons, each repre- 
sented as walking downward. They seem to have no special refer- 
ence to the three deities figured on the cylinder. 




Pig. 2.— The Hermitage 



I have said that cylinders which show us the deities thus related 
to dragons are infrequent. A museum is fortunate that has one 
or two among a thousand selected cylinders. 

These cylinders show two types, the one in which the male god 
rides in a chariot, and the other in which the two deities stand 
each on the dragon between its wings. Of the first type, by far 
the finest specimen is that shown in Fig. 2, and first published by 
me in the American Journal of Semitic Languages and Litera- 
tures, Vol. XIV, pp. 94-105. It is very archaic, and of shell. 
The god rides in a chariot with four solid wheels (without spokes), 
and brandishes a whip. He is decently clothed, but the goddess, 
who stands between the wings of the dragon drawing the chariot, 
is unclad, and lifts thunderbolts in each hand. Before these 
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deities stands a worshiper who pours out a libation about an altar 
of the most archaic form, having a step, or shelf to hold an offer- 
ing, while other offerings, perhaps cakes or loaves, are on the top 
of the altar. 




Fig. 3.— Berlin Museum 

Only one other cylinder is to be found in the museums, in which 
the god is drawn by a dragon harnessed to a chariot. It is thus 
shown in Fig. 3. Again the chariot has four solid wheels. 

In other cases either the god alone stands on the dragon between 
its wings, or there are two dragons, and the goddess stands on the 
second dragon, as in Fig. 1. The finest one of this type is shown 
in Fig. 4, and it resembles the cylinder from the Hermitage, in 
that it has the two scenes, although it lacks the goddess on the 




Fig. 4. — British Museum 

dragon. But she appears in quite a different role ; as the goddess 
who controls the storm, as in Fig. 2, she carried the thunderbolts. 
She happens to stand over the kneeling god who stabs the bull 
with a short dagger, which makes it clear that the god in Fig. 1 
holds a dagger, although the worn cylinder does not make this 
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clear. The god standing on the dragon carries a whip and a club 
in one hand, while the other probably holds a cord attached to a 
ring in the nose of the dragon, which may be regarded as illustra- 
ting the question of Yahveh to Job, 41:1, 2: 

Canst thou draw Leviathan with a fish-hook ? 
Or press down his tongue with a cord? 
Canst thou put a rope into his nose? 
Or pierce his jaw through with a hook? 

What Job could not do the god can do ; and on the later cylinders 
it is not unusual to see Adad leading a bull by a cord through its 
nose. On this seal we also see the water poured out from one of 




Fig. 5.— British Museum 

the "bottles of heaven" (Job 38:37). There is also an illegible 
inscription in linear characters. 

One other illustration may be given of the deities on a dragon. 
It is seen in Fig. 5. Here the god has one foot lifted, much in 
the attitude and dress of Shamash climbing the mountains of sun- 
rise. He has a curved weapon, a sort of scimitar, as also does the 
third deity who stands between the two dragons. The nude god- 
dess carries a thunderbolt in each hand. 

There are but two other cylinders known which are of this 
type, and they are both very rude, and they add nothing. But 
there are two or three other cylinders of a somewhat later date, 
of about the time of Gudea, in which a goddess (without the god, 
and no longer nude, but fully clad in a flounced garment) sits 
on a dragon or stands on two small dragons. 

A point of difPerence to be noticed between these figures of the 
dragon is the fact that in some cases what may be the tongue pro- 
trudes from the mouth, although sometimes the appearance is as 
if the creature were vomiting. That it is a divided tongue may 
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be gathered from Gudea, Cyl. A 26; 24:25 (Thureau-Dangin, Die 
sumerischen und akkadischen Konigs-insohriften, p. 119): "A 
monster, a dragon with its tongue hanging out . . . . " 

The god and goddess here represented as in triumph over the 
dragon, or dragons can hardly be Marduk and Zarpanit, although 
it is doubtless Marduk who fights the dragon in the later Assyrian 
bas-reliefs and seal cylinders. But these cylinders we are consid- 
ering belong to a period much earlier than the emergence of Mar- 
duk as the chief champion of the gods, at the time of the sove- 
reignty of Babylon under Hammurabi. At an earlier period Enlil, 




Fig. 6.— The Hague Musenin 



of Nippur, occupied this rOle, and earlier still as King has shown, 
Ea was the champion who fought for the gods. We may then 
consider these deities as Enlil and his consort Belit, or even as Ea 
and Damkina. The fact that two dragons are represented, one 
with the god and one with the goddess, may doubtfully suggest 
that Tiamat in the myth was accompanied by her consort Kingu. 
But we can by no means be assured that the myth as we have it in 
literary form is precisely what is here represented. Indeed, in 
the later Assyrian art the dragon was distinctly masculine. It may 
have been Apsu, the god of the Deep, who was represented by 
the dragon, at least originally, when Ea was in the conflict. As 
here we have the god, very likely Enlil, riding in the chariot on 
land, so in extremely archaic art we have a god riding on a sea 
monster who takes the form of a boat, and who may be Ea, as in 
Pig. 6. 

The Hermitage cylinder. Fig. 1 has six dragons. What the 
supernumerary dragons mean I hardly venture to conjecture. 
They may be the monsters who accompanied Tiamat, or they 
may be simply duplications to fill up the vacant spaces. 
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Another peculiar, even unique, design which appears on one 
of the cylinders in the collection of the Hermitage, is shown in 




Fig. 7.— The Hermitage 

Fig. 7. The design showing a culprit, or prisoner, half man and 
half bird, brought by force into the presence of the sun-god for 
judgment and punishment, is not unfamiliar, although it is of early, 
and nearly the earliest, antiquity. This more usual form we see in 
Fig. 8, except that it is very rare to see the god seated in the 
boat in which he sails through the heavens. But in the present 




Fig. 8.— Metropolitan Museum 



case instead of the bird-man, the upper part human, and the lower 
part probably an eagle, we have the head of a lion, and the body 
human, unless the feet are those of a lion. This lion-man is not 
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unknown elsewhere, and appears to be related to Nergal. We 
have a myth of the eagle punished for his crime in slaying the 
young of the serpent, but any myth which precisely represents the 
capture and the trial of the eagle before Shamash is not known 
to us, and much less one in which the lion is thus brought to 
trial. But the earliest cylinders that are found on hematite, and 
which may be as old as Sargon I, yet hardly of the most archaic 
period, represent sometimes the lion and sometimes a dragon 
devouring a man who is kneeling and unresisting, as in Fig. 9. 
So far as it is the dragon, here considered as one of the evil spirits, 
who is guilty of this offense, we might, but not very confidently. 




Fig. 9. — Metropolitan Museum 



conjecture that it was for this crime that he was subdued by the 
god as shown in the cylinders first considered ; and it is possible 
that it is the lion thus culpable who is punished in this Hermitage 
cylinder. But in such scenes as Fig. 9 in which the lion and the 
dragon appear as powers hostile to man, it is quite as likely that 
we see those evil spirits called utukku, gallu, lubartu, etc., 
against which so many magic incantations were directed, and 
which are sometimes described as lions. It is well to include here 
Fig. 10, from the cylinders of the Hermitage, although it was long 
ago published by Lajard, Culte de Mithra, PI. XXIX, 2. We 
have seated Shamash, with streams and fish, and the bird-man, 
usual to this design. But this is one of the rare cases in which 
the officer who brings the culprit is bifrons, one face looking 
respectfully toward the god, while the other turns to watch his 
prisoner. The bifrons is found mainly on cylinders of this age, 
although it appears in one or two cases on Hittite cylinders which 
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represent the presentation of the dead soul to the god of Hades. 
Menant is right in regarding the bifrons as a convention occa- 
sionally employed to indicate that the officer leading the prisoner 
is both paying attention courteously to the god, and at the same 
time watching the prisoner behind him. In this cylinder we 
have another curious feature; the last figure carries a bag over 
his shoulder, much as Perseus carries the head of Medusa. We 
may regard him as bringing an offering, but this is hardly likely. 
On a seal in my possession a corresponding figure brings to the 




Fig. 10.— The Hermitage 

god the bird-man, slung by the feet from a stick on his shoulder. 
It is quite as likely that in the myth the bag had something to do 
with the capture of the bird-man. 

For the inscription, and for an element in the design, it is well 
to call attention to Fig. 11, of another cylinder of the Hermitage. 
Here we have the not unusual scene of the seated god receiving a 
worshiper led to him by his attendant goddess. What is unusiial 
is that before the seated god there stands a rampant goat, which 
looks as if leaping into the god's lap, or, it may be, in an attitude 
of worship. It is not unusual to have a small indeterminate 
animal which looks like a short-tailed monkey or jackal in front 
of a seated god, but such a case as this would suggest that in 
these cases the animal is a goat. In several cases of cylinders as 
old as Gudea, or older, we see a bull in the same attitude which 
suggests that then the seated god is thus indicated to be Sin. We 
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do not know that the goat is particularly associated with any god ; 
but the goat-fish and the ram are peculiar to Ea, and it may be 
that Ea is here designated. The form of the seated god is con- 
ventional for various gods, as Shamash, Ningirsu, etc. 

It will be observed that as the goat stands next to the god, so' 
a bird like a crane, or goose, or stork, stands next to the goddess. 
This bird is frequently attached to Ban on the earlier large cylin- 
ders; but it is not likely that this is Bau, unless the god is Nin- 
girsu. But it is not usual, I think, for Bau to take the inferior 
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role of attendant to her consort. She seems to be, like Ishtar, of 
a primary rank. 

A cylinder of the most archaic period we have in Fig. 12. On 
these cylinders no form of writing is to be expected. They are 
often, as in this case, long and of narrow diameter, and in two or 
even three registers. The designs are few and simple. In this 
case we have the two deities, who cannot be identified, but who 
are probably the god and his wife, seated and facing each other. 
Between them we often have a stand with a vase on it from which 
they drink through a long tube. Occasionally there is a gate near 
them. This hardly looks like a gate and may be a sort of rude 
altar. Before one of the deities stands a nude worshiper. The 
birdlike form of the heads is characteristic of the early period. 

' The five-line inscription reads as follows : 

igf-nKU-iLi 2pATE8i of Mash, 'governor of Madka, <6ince he crushed SDnn, the 
servant of Zimi. — Petce. 
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The lower register shows one of the other frequent designs on 
these archaic seats. It is a monstrous eagle, which may have the 




Fig. 12— The Hermitage 

head of a lion, seizing with each of its talons an animal, here an 
ibex. The fabulous bird was developed into what has been 
recognized by Heuzey as the eagle of Lagash, and which appears 
on the standard of that city. It probably had the Sumerian name 
of IM-GIG, as shown by Thureau-Dangin. 




Fio. 13— The Hermitage 

In Fig. 13, we have an unusually complete illustration of the 
elements to be found in the cylinders of an early, but not usually 
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the earliest, period, belonging to the Grilgamesh type. We have 
Gilgamesh in front view, repeated, also the human-headed bull 
against which he fights, and also Eabani fighting a lion. There 
is also a small figure of the worshiper, with space above it for a 
single name, but unoccupied. When Gilgamesh and Eabani are 
both represented on a cylinder Eabani fights the lion, while Gilga- 
mesh attacks the more dangerous bull, or the human-headed bull. 
In the later cylinders of this type, of the period of Sargon I, the 
bull is the huge water buffalo of Southern Babylonia, now found 
there, and at its best, only in domestication; while on the earlier 




Fig. 14.— The Hermitage 

cylinders the bull is the equally dangerous bison of the forests 
of Elam. 

One of the most characteristic scenes which We meet in the 
early cylinders is shown in Fig. 14. The sun-god Shamash comes 
out from the gates of the morning and, with his hand resting on 
one mountain, steps his foot on another. The two porters turn 
the head back as if to receive the worshiper who brings a goat in 
sacrifice. This differs from the cylinders of the type only in that 
the weapon carried by the god is not the usual notched sword, but 
a sort of dagger, perhaps. The notched sword recalls the earliest 
stone period, when the weapon of wood was fitted with flint teeth. 
The rays about the god mounting the hills do not often appear, 
although sometimes shown as here. 

One of the most puzzling cylinders in the museum of the Her- 
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mitage is Been in Fig. 15. Here we have a figure who appears to 
be Gilgamesh in the astonishing attitude of carrying a goat as 
offering to a goddess who stands, not on two lions as might have 
been expected, but on two long-necked animals which might be 
those which belong to Marduk and Nebo. This animal is a winged 
composite creature, a sort of dragon, but very different from the 
dragon we have been considering, and has, as M. Heuzey has 
shown, the head of a serpent. It appears on seals that are as old 
as Gudea, and thus older than the emergence of Marduk and Nebo 
as principal gods, though later identified with them. It may 




Fig. 15.— The Hermitage 

originally have belonged to Ningirsu and Ningishzida, and been 
transferred when their worship ceased to prevail. 

If I may judge from the cast this cylinder is genuine, and the 
composition does not suggest forgery; but beside the unusual 
animals on which one goddess is standing, and the strange appear- 
ance of Gilgamesh in the attitude of a worshiper, it is also very 
unusual to see the breasts of the four goddesses en face so clearly 
modeled. And it is not possible to recognize any one of the god- 
desses, except the one in profile at the left. She has the conven- 
tional attitude of the subordinate goddess who represents frequently 
Aa, wife of Shamash, or Shala when figured with her consort 
Ramman. There are goddesses in plenty who might be repre- 
sented by the other figures, but hardly such principal goddesses 
as Ishtar, Ban, or Gula. 

Fig. 16 o, b, c, has an interest because of the shape of the 
cylinder, which, instead of the usual longitudinal perforation for 
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the wire or cord by which it was suspended, has the end extended 

to form a stone handle, with the perforated hole across the end. 

We never find this shape in the Babylonian cylinders, but it is 

found occasionally in the Hittite cylinders, and 

was sometimes borrowed from that region for 

Assyrian cylinders such as this seems to be. This 

cylinder, which is not very carefully engraved, 

illustrates the new elements that came into use 

when the Assyrian style prevailed. We have here 

the winged disk of Ashur, although by a confusion 

of thought it sometimes represented Shamash, 

the sun. In place of the extended hand of the 

human-bodied gods, this winged disk has what 

in the more elaborate examples is a cord, reach- 
ing outward from under the wings, 
and which is grasped by the wor- 
shiper. This may be compared 
with the rays ending in hands from 
the sun-disk as worshiped by its Egyptian Heretic 
King. Also quite new in the Assyrian period is the 

protecting spirit, or genius, clad in the skin of a fish which forms 

a sort of cap or helmet for his head. Equally new is the protect- 
ing spirit to the left, whose wings had probably a northern or 
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Fia. 16c.— The Hermitage 

western origin among the people who were parts of the Hittite 
confederacy. The baskets which they carry, and the entire attitude 
can be explained only by considering those elaborate Assyrian 
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cylinders and bas-reliefs on which such figures stand before the 
sacred tree, better the tree of life, in which the lifted hand has 
taken the fruit from the tree to put it in the basket, thus assuring 
the portion of life and fortune for the possessor of the seal. Here 
the tree is missing, but the winged disk that belongs over it is 
there and so are the guardian spirits. The fish is common on 
these seals, although its meaning is not quite clear. The seven 
dots are the sibitti, the gods Igigi- We notice also the border- 
lines which never appear on the true Babylonian cylinders. This 
cylinder is figured by Lajard, PL XVII, 8. 




Fig. 17.— The Hermitage 

In Pig. 17 we have a good example of the late Babylonian type 
of the second empire of Nebuchadnezzar and his successors. These 
cylinders are usually large, following a shape and size that came 
in with the Kassite period. The objects represented are a worshiper 
and the emblems of his gods, in this case the crescent of Sin and 
the thunderbolt of Adad; but instead of the simple column sur- 
mounted by the emblems which we should find on the Assyrian 
and western seals we have the extraordinary and enigmatic con- 
structions shown here. We cannot but compare these emblems 
with those of the gods which we see on the kudurrus of the 
Kassite period. But here the divine seat (musab) is modified, 
and instead of the turban above it we have the oval object with 
the ladder-like design along its length. I cannot conceive what 
this can represent unless it be a modified and corrupted form of 
the turban, and used to support the particular emblem of the 
god. 
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In Fig. 18 we come to what is distinctly of the Persian period. 
This is evident from the elongated wings of the winged disk, and 
might be gathered from what we may take for the fire-altar, 




Fig. 18.— The Hermitage 

although the upper portion looks more like a plant with its bud. 
A plant of that shape is not unfamiliar, however, but without the 
column ; and I have been inclined to see in it the famed Silphium 
which was such an article of commerce, or some similar plant. 
The ibex, so frequently seen on the cylinders, requires no com- 
ment. The wild boar is less common, although the Babylonian 
god Ninshakh carried the name of this destructive animal, as 
Nergal was the god of the lion. Two cylinders of the same period 
in the Metropolitan Museum show the hunting of the wild boar, 
one of them (Fig. 19) with dogs. Yet another cylinder in the 




FiQ. 19.— Metropolitan Museum 



same Museum has simply fifteen swine divided in three registers 
of five each. But in this last case the cylinder is probably not 
Persian, Babylonian, or Assyrian, but belongs to one of the out- 
lying provinces. 
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Another cylinder, which we may call Syro-Hittite, or perhaps 
Syro-Phoenician, is shown in Fig. 20. It has the extraordinary 
design of a winged goddess with twisted legs. She is nude, and 




Fio. 20.— The Hermitage 

raises her hands toward the winged disk above, in an attitude not 
unfamiliar in certain composite figures under the winged disk, as 
if supporting it. On each side of her stands an attendant, nude, 
female figure. The remainder of the design is taken up with 
an elaborate tree of life, with a deer, a sphinx and an ibex on 
each side of it, as they are frequently seen on the Syro-Hittite 
cylinders. 

I recall but one other cylinder which shows us this goddess 
with the twisted legs, that seen in Fig. 21 ; although very likely 




Fig. 21.— British Museum 



the goddess in a seated attitude, with crossed legs, not winged, 
and lifted by two stalwart, nude, male figures seen in Catalogue de 
Clercq, No. 357, may be the same. In Fig. 21, but not in Fig. 20, 
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Fig. 22 
The Hermitage 



the goddess is provided with an extra joint in the legs. There is 
no means of learning what goddess is intended, or what is the 
meaning of the twisted legs. We may conceive that it indicates 
her virginal character, as against the idea of 
wantonness conveyed in Ezek. 16:25. The at- 
tendant figures in Fig. 20, the body human and 
with two heads, one of a stag and one of an 
ibex, are utterly foreign to the art of Babylonia, 
Assyria, and Persia, and must have come, 
through the influence of an Egyptian sugges- 
tion, from a Mesopotamian or Syrian source of 
a comparatively late period, as indicated, among 
other things, by the Persian shape of the winged 
disk. The arch about the goddess in Pig. 21, 
while composed of squares, yet is derived from the guilloche or 
rope-pattern, of Hittite art, which is yet a perversion of the 
Mycenean scroll pattern. 

Of the so-called Assyrian cone-seals a very few require notice. 
The great majority of these seals show great paucity of design, 
perhaps the majority of them having nothing else than a worshiper 
before the columns or asheras, of Marduk and Nebo. 

But in Fig. 22 we have, next to the worshiper, the column of 
Marduk, rudely, as often, engraved with the drill to make a circle 
instead of the spear-point when cut with the 
free hand ; then the double column of Nebo, 
and then a third column, the identification of 
which is not yet possible to me. It does not 
occur frequently, but we occasionally have it, 
as we have that of Sin shown by his cres- 
cent, and of Adad by his thunderbolt sur- 
1 iTjw ,s— r,. .- , mounting the column. Under the three 
^ -^ asheras is the animal properly belonging 

only to Marduk and Nebo. 

Another cone-seal of more unusual design 
is given in Fig. 23. Here the worshiper stands before the seated 
goddess who is identified by her dog with the curled tail as Gula. 
It is only in the Northern Kingdom, and the adjacent countries 




FlO. 23 
The Hermitage 
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that we find the high-backed chair precisely like the old-fashioned 
rush-bottomed chairs of our grandmothers' chambers. There may 
be some confusion between Gula and Ishtar here, for the knobs back 
of the chair, and perhaps adorning the top of her tiara, represent 
the stars seen with the seated goddess on the cylinders. There are 
two Ishtars, one of Nineveh and the other of Arbela, and we do 
not know whether they were differently figured ; one certainly was 
standing. We shall probably do better, notwithstanding the stars, 
to connect this seated goddess, here Grula, with Belit or the Mother 
Goddess Ma, of Asia Minor. The identification of the deities 
of one religion with those of another is hazardous and confusing. 




Fig. 24.— Berlin Museum 

What is quite peculiar here is that the dog is led by a cord attached 
to the collar about his neck. I have not observed that before, but 
Adad frequently holds his bull by a cord attached to a ring in his 
nose as described in Job. 41 : 2. The crescent of Sin on this seal 
is plain enough, but the rhomb below it yet needs explanation. 
Since Lenormant's time it has been regarded as the female emblem, 
but I know of no reason for attaching it to ancient symbolism. 
The Assyrian and Babylonian art was never vulgar, any more than 
was the Persian. The phallus is never figured as it was in Egypt, 
and it is hardly likely that the rhomb represents the vulva. It may 
have come, with other motifs from the Egyptian, and may repre- 
sent the eye. On a cylinder in the Berlin Museum, Fig. 24, we 
have this seated goddess with her dog, instead of the more usual 
lion, associated with Adad and his bull. Here the stars are fully 
developed and it is natural to call the goddess Ishtar, although 
the dog indicates Gula. 



William Hayes Waed 
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One other interesting cone-seal is shown in Fig. 25, a and b, 
where we see on one side of the cone the two columns of Marduk 
and Nebo, and on the other two gods, of whom the lion-headed 





Fio. 25a.— The Hermitage 



Fig. 256.— The Hermitage 



one may be Nergal ; the other cannot be identified. The former 
is precisely like what we have seen in Fig. 7; but there it can 
hardly be Nergal. At any rate, we know of no myth in which he 
was haled before a god for judgment. There is another cone seal 
in the Hermitage which gives the same two figures, but one on 
each side of the seal. 

Of the many Persian and Sassanian seals in the Hermitage 
collection only one is here given, in Fig. 26. It is an excellent 
example of the fire-altar, with the king, one may suppose, or a 





Fio. 26.— The Hermitage 



Fio. 27.— Metropolitan Musenm 



priest, standing by it in an attitude of worship, and repeated for 
symmetry. The altar is much like that seen on a cylinder in 
Fig. 27 with which should be compared the more elaborate, but 
different, fire-altar in Fig 28. 
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It is greatly to be desired that the large collections in the 
British Museum, the Louvre, the Bibliothfeque Nationale, the 
Berlin Museum, and the Metropolitan Museum should be pub- 
lished in heliogravure. Only one large collection has as yet been 
made accessible to scholars, that belonging to the late M. de Clercq, 
although a few small public and private collections have appeared, 
like those of The Hague, the Joanneum of Graz, the Cypriote 
cylinders collected by di Cesnola, and those belonging to M. 
Pauvert de la Chapelle and Sir Henry Peek. Great treasures are 
yet hidden in museum-drawers and unavailable to scholars. 




Fig. 28.— Bibliothfeque Nationale 
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SOME OASSITE AND OTHER CYLINDER SEALS 

Ira Maueicb Pkice 

INTRODUCTION 

The development of the science of Assyriology in its broadest 
sense has brought to the front in recent years the cylinder seal. 
These little remnants of the great civilizations of the past bear a 
very definite and specific message to students of the Orient. 
They touch every phase of the public and private life of the men 
and women who administered the affairs of the state, of religion, 
and of the social sphere. They carry on their faces the ruling 
superstitions and mythologies that so largely influenced the life 
of the times. They gleam with the names of the divinities who 
were reverenced and worshiped by the leaders of state and religion. 
They give us hints as to the relative importance of the divinities 
in different periods of history. The proper names found on them 
reveal, now and then, the period of history to which they are 
to be assigned. 

Another province of investigation likewise gathers some hints 
from these bits of precious stones, viz., language. The variety 
of combinations of ideographs and syllables is something quite 
confusing. Some of these seals are written wholly in the non- 
Semitic tongue, others are good Semitic inscriptions. In both 
we find instructive variations and combinations that give the seals 
a unique value as revealers of linguistic peculiarities and brief 
succinct statement. 

Another feature of the study of seal cylinders has attracted 
the attention of artists. How did they execute their work on the 
hardest of stones? What kind of tools enabled them to cut such 
fine, sharp lines as we discover on the majority of the better pre- 
served seals ? And then, again, whence came the great variety of 
material used for seals? There was an abundance, apparently, of 
precious stones for all such purposes. 

These were found, prepared, and used with a facility that 
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bespeaks the steady progress of art in those early civilizations. 
Their presence today, though seemingly of slight importance, 
promises, from a comprehensive study, some extremely valuable 
results touching the national, religious, social, and commercial life 
of every period of pre-Christian history in the Babylonian valley. 

The seal inscriptions presented in this article are some of the 
collection gathered by Dr. William Hayes Ward for his forth- 
coming work to be issued by the Carnegie Institution and were 
kindly placed by him in the hands of the writer. As will be seen, 
they are both Semitic and non-Semitic, and belong mainly to the 
Cassite period of history. 

I have given fac-similes of the text in every case. And imme- 
diately thereunder, I have transliterated each inscription, and 
translated it, sometimes provisionally, giving only such notes as 
would seem to be necessary to justify the accompanying transla- 
tion. If anything within the inscription seems to be of especial 
interest it is discussed immediately thereafter, thus completing the 
study of each individual inscription before proceeding to the next. 
Some of the texts are so brief and difficult that little can be made 
out of them except a proper name or two. Still these may be a 
clue at some future time to an important discovery. 

It will be seen that most of these inscriptions are now pub- 
lished for the first time, and thus form an addition to the extant 
seal cylinder literature. 

The Cassite seal cylinders herein presented represent some of 
the longest seal inscriptions of the period. They constitute a 
class quite unique in character, being composed in characters 
representative of Babylonian rather than Assyrian cuneiform writ- 
ing. The inscription, too, is more important than the mytho- 
logical figures which are reduced iu almost all such cases to a 
minimum of space. We are just beginning to ascertain the real 
value of these seals, and as soon as they shall have received the 
attention due them, they will doubtless introduce us to a side of 
official life in Babylonia about which we have known very little. 

In the reading of some of these seals I must express my grati- 
tude to Mr. L. W. King of the British Museum for his kind sug- 
gestions and help. 
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INSCRIPTIONS, TRANSLATIONS, AND NOTES 

No. 1 
(Field Maseum, Chicago) 






idingir]Sfin.;g.an-na 
^tab-ni-i tab-bi-i 
"us-ri gi-im-li' 
*u su-zi-bi^ 
^arad pa-li-i^-ki 

'Oh, goddess of !fil-an-na, Hhou hast made (him), thou hast called 
(him); 'guard (him), protect (him), *and spare (him for a long life), 'the 
servant who fears thee. 

This beautiful little seal is the gist of simplicity. It is an 
appeal to the goddess of fi-an-na. She is addressed as the 
creator and the caller of the suppliant, and on these grounds is 
appealed to, to guard, protect, and spare him for a long life. 

fi-an-na was a temple frequently mentioned in many of the 
oldest inscriptions of Babylonia. It was a heavenly temple in 
Lagash, built by E-an-na-tum for the goddess Inninna (cf. 
St6le of Vultures, Col. IV, 5, 6 ; V, 26-29). Dungi built a temple 
of fi-an-na for Inninna (CT, XXI, PI. 10, No. 90,887). Gudea 
built such a temple for the same goddess [Die. PI. 13, No. 1) ; 

lgamfllu = 'protect,' 'keep,' 'preserve/ DAL, pp. 221 f. 
zy'ezSbu, 'rescue,' 'save,' 'deliver,' 'spare.' 
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a8 also did Bur-Sin, king of Ur {CT, III, No. 12,156). Sin- 
gaiid likewise erected an ifi-an-na in Uruk to the goddess 
Inninna [CT, XXI, PI. 12, No. 90,267). When we come 
down to later Babylonian times we find that Nebuchadrezzar 
built a temple at the very side of the wall of Babylon to Nin- 
fi-an-na (EIH, IV, 44-48; V K. 34, II, 9-11; cf. PSBA, 
XXII, 359, 1. 14). 

These references confirm the view that the temple of E-an-na 
was the temple of the goddess Inninna so often referred to in 
the earlier periods of history. Cf. Surpu, II, 168. 

If, however, we should read, Nin-lil-an-na, and translate: 
"Oh, goddess Belit, the exalted," we should then probably regard 
this Belit as a consort of Bel. 

The position of Belit in the pantheon of Babylonia, as the 
consort of Bel, would give added significance to the reading of 
this seal cylinder. 

She is described under several different names on the material 
available for our study. Being the consort of Bel she is called 
"the mother of gods" (Jensen, Kosmologie, p. 294, Rem.) ; "the 
governess of the gods" (II R. 55, a-h, 9-19) ; "the governess of 
the heavens" {BA, Vol. II, p. 634) ; "the governess of the living" 
(III R. 66, b, 1) ; "the great governess" (II R. 49, c-d, 6). As 
a variant for her name in Asurb. X, 52, we find ilat Istar, prob- 
ably making her an equivalent to the goddess of the under- 
world. She was also worshiped under the name of Nin-qar-sag, 
"the goddess of the great mountains," which accords with the 
appellation of Bel as "the god of the great mountain" (V R. 44, 
c-d, 41). 

The temple of Belit was in Nippur where she was worshiped 
by the earlier rulers of the country. 

For a full list of references, cf . Muss-Arnolt, Dictionary of the 
Assyrian Language, p. 1706; and a full discussion of her attri- 
butes, Jastrow, Die Religion Babyloniens und Assyriens (1905), 
pp. 55 f. 

Her popularity is attested by a large number of proper names, 
even in later Babylonian, in which her name is a constituent 
element; cf. Tallqvist, Neubabylonisches Namenbuch, pp. 37, 38. 
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No. 2 

(Biitish Mnaeam) 









iatagirNin-:fi-an-na 
"tab-ni-i tab-bi-i-su 
'ri-mi-i ra-a-mi 
*us-ri gi-im-li 
^u su-zi-i-bi-su 
°arad im-tdk im-tdk'-z0 

'Oh, goddess of fl-an-na, ^thou hast made, thou hast called him, 
grant (him) favor, 'guard (him), protect (him), ^and spare him (for a 
long life), 'the servant who devoutly reverences thee. 



No. 2 is almost the same as No. 1, with some peculiar additions. 
The second line adds a suffix as an object to the second verb, and 
the fifth line one to its only verb, both referring to the suppliant. 
The third line is new, not being found in No. 1. The last line is 
written ideographically, but is equivalent to the syllabic Semitic 
word that makes up the fifth line of No. 1. The import of the 
seal is practically the same as that of No. 1, setting forth the 
pre-eminence of the goddess in determining the origin, life, and 
destiny of the suppliant. 

3iM-TUK = palabu 'fear,' 'reverence,' 'worship,' ct. DAL, pp. SOi S, 
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No. 3 

(W. H. Ward, No. U62) 






m 



^ 



idingirNin-fl-an-na 

^us-ri gi-mil 

'su-zi-bi 

*arad pa-li-ib-ti 

*™Za-ab-ru 

"ablu In-dim-ge 

'Oh, goddess of fi-an-na, ^ guard, preserve, ^ spare (him for a long 
life), *the servant who fears thee, ^Zabru, "^the son of Indim. 

This seal, though dedicated to the goddess of £-an-na, has 
nothing to say about her creative or elective powers. It merely 
appeals to her ability to guard, preserve, and prolong the life 
of the suppliant. On this seal we find the name of the owner or 
dedicator of it. While these three seals (1-3) are dedicated to 
the same goddess, they were probably the property of different 
persons, who largely followed the conventional forms for the 
execution of their inscriptions. Their language is Semitic, and 
their grammatical forms are substantially regular, even though 
the thought is greatly condensed. 

It is fortunate that three seals so nearly the same should be 
brought together and presented in the same pages ; and seals, too, 
that reveal so many powers of the goddess of fi-an-na, the 
goddess Inninna. 
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No. 4 

(No. 97, Mrs. Rowe) 

' Me-na-eu-up-tom 
'■'martu Ba-a-zi 
'nin ™Ak-di-kud 

*amat di^igirBABBAE 
*U dinglrMar-tu 

' Menaruptum, ^daiighter of Bazi, 'lady of Nabft-daian, * handmaid of 
the god Shamash *and of the god Adad. 

This seal belonged to a woman who may have been an attend- 
ant in the temple service. Her mother (apparently) is mentioned 
because of her prominent place in the worship of Nabti-daian 
(Nebo judges). This deity figures in late Babylonian.* This 
was also the name of an Assyrian king about 1250 B. c, whose 
name doubtless signified his reverence for and dependence upon 
the god Nebo, and his part in the affairs of men. 

The god translated Martu is now generally conceded to be 
syllabic or symbolic reading for Adad, who appears in some of 
the earliest literature in connection with Shamash. On this seal 
the two are mentioned together as gods whom this damsel served. 
The mention of the two together has its justification in the fact 
that the sun (Shamash) and the storm-god (Adad) must work 
together in producing for man and beast the necessary sustenance 
for life. Where one is worshiped for his benevolence toward 
mankind the other should not be omitted. For a full discussion 

* Cf. K. Tallqvist, Nev,babyloniiiche» Namenbuch (1905), p. 257. 
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of the attributes of Adad, cf. Jastrow, Die Religion Babyloniens 
(1905), pp. 146-50. The presence of women in the temple and 
temple worship is especially noticeable in the laws of Qiammurabi. 
She is there named "votary" and has laws prepared to meet her 
own peculiar conditions. She might have been dedicated by her 
father to Marduk of Babylon (law No. 182), in which case she 
was entitled to one-third of his estate on his death. She was 
exempt from taxes (No. 182). She usually lived in a convent, 
where she was amply protected by law (No. 110). She was free 
to marry, but there were specific regulations respecting her prop- 
erty rights (Nos. 145-47), and her estate could not be mortgaged 
or alienated (No. 178). For other regulations see The Laws of 
Hammurabi, Nos. 127, 180, 181, and 193. 



No. 5 

(Metropolitan Museum, No. 391) 

^►ra ►if^ ^ b=ffl 
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ldingirA.DAD U MAg-DI 
^GALU SK?-SE? gE-NDN 
'OALU TE-Dft SOD Si-NUN ZO 

*aka-bi an-sb-tik 

°pa + kab+dd bi qar uktj-qa 

'u-zi-an-sd-tds 

'ddmu Bi-si-i 

'nita Bcr-na-bo-ei-ia-as 

°LUOAL KiS 

'To the god Adad, the exalted lord," ^who causes the rain to fall" in 
great abundance, 'who brings down' the high,' who lifts up the spirit 
of thy great ones, 'whose gift" is the grain,'" "which yields" wine and 
sustenance for the people. " U-zi-an-su-tu^, 'son of Bishi, * servant of 
Burnaburiash, "king of Kish. 

This is an admirable seal-cylinder apparently of the time of 
a Bur-na-bu-ri-ash. Two Cassite kings of this name ruled in 
Babylonia. The first succeeded Kadashman-Bel about 1400 B. o., 
and was a contemporary of Puzur-Asshur of Assyria, and of 
Amenophis III of Egypt. Little is known of his reign. He 
was a builder of temples, as seen in the fact that he erected at 
Larsa a temple to the sun-god.'^ The so-called Bur-na-bu-ri- 
ash II, according to Clay," ruled twenty-five years. He was a 
contemporary of Amenophis IV, and sent to the latter several 
Babylonian letters." The city Kish, of which he is said to have 
been king, was probably located northeast of Babylon, not far 
from Cutha. 

The translation is, of course, quite provisional because of the 
strangeness of some of the combinations of signs. The deity to 
whom the seal is dedicated is Adad, the thunderer, the weather 
god, upon whose activity depended the crops of the field, and the 
consequent prosperity of the nation. The notes at the bottom of 

5 UAH-DI ^tizkaru, ' high,' ' exalted,' ' lofty,' DAL, 1150a. 

6 gEE-SEK = zanflnu, 'rain,' ' pour down water,' cf . Br. 11399, and 11402, 

7 TE = d i b u , ' throw,' ' pull down.' 8 Dtl = « 1 ft , ' high,' II E. 30, ISg. 

9 AKA = ra m u , ' gift,' ' present,' DAL, 9676. 

10 AN-5E-TIE = a S n a n , Br. 7484; DAL, 1166," cf. an-Se-tie-an-na = aSnan; Meissner, 
Seltene assyrische Ideogramme, No. 385 ; cf . No. 384. 

u PA + kab + DD = Saraku, ' give,' ' bestow,' ' yield,' DAL, pp. 1117 flE. 
12 Cf . I R. 4, XIII. " BE, XIV, pp. 3-5. 

1* Cf . Harper, Assyrian and Babylonian Literature, pp. 220 f . 
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the page point out the authority for the several uncertain render- 
ings. The reading of the name of the owner of the seal is quite 
uncertain, though we must find here a proper name. 

No. 6 

(Metropolitan Museum, No. 392) 



IdingirgA-zn EN GIk'^ BABBAR'^-SAR 
''Dl"-KnD KDR-KOR SI-DI-Dl'*-A AN-KI-A 
'SI-GA NAM-TI DINGIRENE BDr"-TDK 
*EL^"-A NITA' IM-TUK-ZO 
°gE-Gl5B gE-NDN-MD gE-TDK 

""Td-na-mi-ge 

'dumu ™Pa-a-ri 

'galu mu-ni-pad UKD SE-al^' 

i6GiK = gaSru 'mighty,' 'strong,' cf. Br. 9183. 
'6BABBAK = pisa 'light,' 'brightness,' cf. Br. 7788. 

" The original here reads 5a, which is evidently a scribal error for Di, as the entire 
context seems to point out. 

18 gi-DI-DI = 5uteSuru ' make or establish right,' Br. 3463. 
l9BUE = bflru 'child,' 'son,' 'offspring,' ct. DAL, p. 187o. 
20EL=alalu 'make brilliant,' 'glorious,' cf. Br. 11174; D^£, p. 466. 

2i3i = napaSu 'become broad,' 'extended,' 'enlarge,' 'increase,' cf. Br. 9278; DAL, 
p. 710. 
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'To the god Marduk, the mighty lord, light of the multitudes, 
"judge of (all) lands, who establishes right in heaven and on earth, 
'giver of life to the gods, his own offspring. *Make glorious the servant 
who fears thee, ^may he be illustrious! may his name be magnified! 
may he be wise! "Tunamige, 'son of Pari, 'a man called (to his position) 
by the people, may he increase! 

This seal cylinder is one of those found by (General di Qesnola 
in Cyprus. It was published by Sayce in TSBA, Vol. V (1877), 
pp. 448, 444. Since that far-off day we have discovered and 
identified many new signs, and can therefore give a more correct 
rendering of all old Babylonian inscriptions. This inscription, 
large for a seal cylinder, was prepared in praise of the god Mar- 
duk, the patron deity of Babylon. To him are assigned an array 
of brilliant attributes and powers, which he employs in dealing 
with the peoples of the world, his own creatures. Because of the 
noble attributes and character of Tunamige, he is said to have 
been named by the people (for his position, whatever it may have 
been). Marduk's^"* position in the days of 5ammurabi was that 
of a mediator between the people and his father Ea. 

No. 7 

(W. H. Ward, No. lOM) 

^ E= 4r<r j:^ -^ <4 




ifim 

22 For a full discussion of the attributes of Mardak, at. Jastrow, Babyloniiche Religion, 
pp. 110-15. 
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' Ma-an-bab-gi-ni- """K" -Mae[dok] 

^bib su-bu-bo 

"dumd I-ei-ba 1'°6"Maeddk 

'zeb i-si-in*^ 

M-li-da- .... 

^KA dingirEA*' 

'saq-arad sa "1'°8'''Mabddk 

9dingirQc-Li23 

'Ma-an-bargini-Marduk ^ the diviner^* ^son of Iriba-Marduk * family 
of Isin ^born^' °at Babylon, 'chief servant of the god Marduk 'and 
'the goddess Gula. 

The inscription on this seal is full of interest. The proper 
name in the first line contains the name of the gogl Marduk. The 
combination of the second line points out that this personage be- 
longs to the baru-priest or diviner class, an individual of prime 
importance in the ritual of the Babylonian religion. For a full 
discussion of his functions and a mass of other references see 
Zimmern.^* The third line contains another name in which Mar- 
duk is one of the constituent elements. The fourth line mentions 
that ancient city to which frequent reference is made, but of which 
we know so little, Isin, as the home of the family of Iriba-Mar- 
duk. The fifth line seems to have some such sense as that given 
it in the translation, the last sign, however, being uncertain. 
Babylon, of course, seems to be one of the cities with which this 
family was connected, and Marduk and Gula are named as the 
divinities especially reverenced by the owner of the seal. 

Of the divinities mentioned on this seal Gula is identical with 
Ban (V K. 31, a-b, 58; IV K. 32 6, 39-40) the consort of Nin- 
gir-su, that is, Ninib. Gula is then the consort of Ninib, and 
occupies the same place in the pantheon of Hammurabi, that Bau" 

23 The peculiar position of the ti dlneirGuLA between the seated figure and the suppliant 
indicates probably that these should follow the last line of the inscription engraved in solid 
column, just as indicated in the transliteration and translation. 

2«BIK Sn-Bn-BU = b a r a (V E. 13, 44(i,- cf. also Br. 2034) 'seer,' 'diviner,' 'magician,' a 
title that designates this personage as belonging to the ofiicial class. Cf. H. Zimmern, 
Beitrdge zur Kenntniss der babylonischen Religion, pp. 82-89. 

25 The meaning of the fifth line is problematical. The form, it derived from a 1 ft d u 
Is peculiar, still the sense seems to be served by the meaning given it in this rendering. 

26 H. Zimmern, Beitr&ge zur Kenntniss der babylonischen Religion, pp. 82-89. 

27 Cf. Jastrow, BabyUmische Religion, pp. 58 f. 
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does in the galaxy of divinities of the Gudean period. The pres- 
ence of her name on this seal probably locates it about Hammu- 
rabi's day. The mention of Isin likewise sets it back to a time 
prior to the fall of that ancient center of religious and political 
power in lower Babylonia. 

The use of Marduk as a constituent element of proper names 
in Babylonian, especially in the new Babylonian period is attested 
by the occurrence of about three hundred such names in the lists 
of Tallqvist.'' 

No. 8 

(British Museum) 

I dingir DiM ^ -KI-EA-DUB-NA 
^IBILA^" SAG <ii°si''K0R-GAL-QE 
'gE-BABBAE gE-NUN SE-DI 
*DD-MES TI-LA gE-DIBIG^' 
^GAE-TUK DUG-GA sA-GAE-BI 
"ME-ME ISIB TAG-SID NE-GAB 

'To Dim-ki-ra-dur-na, ^chief son of AmTirru'^ ''may he be illustrious! 
may he be great! may he be victorious! * With days of life may he be 
blessed! ^(and) with rich abundance for his necessities ! '' ^As a charm,^ 
(this) seal was made. 

28 Neubabylonieches Namenbuch, pp. 99-110. 

29 For this reading, cf. Amiand and Mechineau, Tableau comparS, No. 151; also 
Thnreau-Dangin, Beeherchea sur I'origine de Vicritnre cuniiforme, Nos. 12 and 155 ; Gudea 
Cyl. B, XII, 12. 

30iBiLA = apln, Br. 4118; cf. AJSL, XVIII, p. 154. 
3lDIBia = at aru 'add,' 'increase,' 'multiply,* i>^X», 133a. 
32dKDE-GAX. = Amnrru, Clay in BE, XIV, viii; JAOS, XXVIII, p. 140. 
33SA-GAE = bnb<lta 'hunger,' 'need,' 'necessity,' Br. 8085. 
34aiE = Siptu 'exorcism,' 'incantation,' 'charm.' 
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This little seal contains some diflSculties and uncertainties. 
The reading of the proper name in the first line is not certain, 
though the second sign is fixed by Gudea, Oyl. B, XII, 12, The 
last line, too, has some obscurities. The use of me twice and of 
the term (a) which designates stone, abnu, gives us a hint that this 
tablet may have been used as a charm or exorcism, if the proposed 
translation be correct. The proper names here are quite unique, 
if properly translated. Amurru figures as the one deity named. 
The whole inscription is written in ideographic or non-Semitic 
form. 

No. 9 

(W. H. Ward, No. 888) 



'dd-UM dingir 

^DDMO SiG dingirgx-zn 
'NITA' diogirAoAD 

*t dingirNin-g.an-n[a] 

'Udum .... 2 son of Iddin-Marduk, 'servant of Adad, *and Belit, 
the exalted. 

Though only four lines in length, we find on this little seal 
the names of three divinities, and a fragment of a fourth. They 
were all prominent in the pantheon of Babylonia in the Cassite 
period, and full sets of references for their study have been cited 
in the preceding pages dealing with the seals of this article. 



Iea Maubioe Pkioe 397 

No. 10 

(Henry Swoboda of Bagdad [chalcedony] ) 




►HT&'ffjr ^Hj 



imTe-ri-ma-an-gar 

''domo ""Gis-kur-an-si-da-da" 

'ni-^-ma 

* SAG-TI '"-DD "- dingir IsTAR 
^ABAD m Kn-KI-GAL-ZU 

'Terimangar ^son of Giskuransidada ' * chief official of 

the shrine of Istar * servant of Ku-ri-gal-zu. 

This seal specifies the owner as the servant of one of the great 
kings, or one of the same name, of the Cassites who ruled about 
the first half of the fourteenth century b. o.'* The loss of the third 
line breaks seriously into the sense of the seal, and leaves us 
quite in the dark as to what it could have been. Just such seals 
as this one give us little hints at the regal life and personages of 
these early periods. 

35 DA-DA, a very frequent constituent element of proper names in the EFH texts. 
88SAO-TI — reSn, 'head,' 'chief officer,' 'official,' Br., Index, p. 58. 
3TtJ = kissn, 'residence,' 'dwelling,' 'shrine,' DAL, 4256. 
38 Knrigalzu I began to reign 1410 B. o. 
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No. 11 

(Henry Swoboda of Bagdad [porphyry] ) 



t^ T«< t^ 



►^<^WJti 



1 dingir En-ZD- i - k U - U n 
^pasisU^' dingir NiN-LIL 

^AS-SAG i5 £l-kur 

*NIN-A-NI-IR 

°UD-MES-BI SUD*" 

^TI-LA SI-a" 

'dingirgel dingir ^AL TDK" 

' Sin-i-ku-un, ^ the priest of Belit, ^exalted son, lord of Ekur,*' *may 
his goddess ^his days cheer "and Hfe prolong ! 'The god Bel, the god 
Kal-tdk. 

If the first sign in the second line is as read it is somewhat 
defectively written, though the sense accords fully with such an 
hypothesis. The presence of the name Belit and Ekur and Bel 
displays some interesting religious facts. These two divine names 
have been already referred to as constituting two of the chief 
divinities of Nippur, the seat of their temples. 

39 Thureau-DangiQ, BechercheB, No. 211. w SDD = a r ftku , ' prolong,' 'extend.' 

<i si-A is used in the sense of 'prolong' (Br. 3729) ; sig-ga is used in the sense of e n S § u 
'go into a state of decay' (Br. 3384); ct. En-an-na-tum (S.4,p. 52,6), Col. 11, 4; cf. Bim-Sin, 
No. VIII, 35, which may be read: 'In future (DIEIQ) days, when that platform foundation 
and that temple shall have fallen into decay,' etc. ; cf. also Rim-Sin, No. XI, 12. 

<2 KAL-TDK, Br. 6228. 

*3 For full set of references on £ - k u r , see DAL, p. 37. 



Iba Maurice Peioe 399 

No. 12 

(British Museum) 

idingirgA-zn" EN-GB 
^NDN-MES BAR AN-KI-A 
'NIN-A-NI-st SIg"-A 

*nita' im-tdk"-zu 



^To the god Marduk, lord of ^the mighty, ruler of heaven and earth, 
'to his sovereignty it (this seal) is dedicated (given). ^Servant who fears 
thee, *may thine eyes be favorable (toward him). 

No. 13 

(Bibliottifique Nationale, No. 776) 






** Marduk, the god; cf. Cyprus seal, No. 6, 1. 1. 

*'si(}= ^aSu, 'give,' 'present,' 'devote,' etc.; cf. DAL, p. 9346. 

*6lM-TUK^ p alft^u , 'reverence,' 'worship,' 'serve.' 

47 5io = damftku, 'be favorable to,' ' show favor,' Br. 9445 ; DAL, «. v 
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Idingirgiu ^ ^^^ts 
2dingirsAG t SAG 
'kab" ZI-MES BA-TI-LA 
*GAR AN-GDB dingir GAE-ZD( !) 
°SAG- TUK- .... 

'To the god Marduk, the brilliant lord, Hhe firstborn god, the first- 
born lord, "who preserves in safety the souls of the living, * ^ 

The peculiar signs and combinations in the fourth and fifth 
lines are puzzling. The unconventional method of writing sag, 
for instance, leads us to expect some forms quite out of the 
ordinary. 

48 See = n a m a r u , ' shine,' ' be brilliant.' 

*9KAB = etSru, 'surround,' 'cover,' 'preserve in safety.' 



